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Parliamentary  Debates. 


THE   houfe   of   Commons    havihg    ohDcbateinthe 
Feb.  i8,  as  before  mentioned,  refolved^^^;;^^^,, 
itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  up.n  the 
houfe  to  confider  further  of  the  fupplySforU^t. 
granted    to    his  Majefty,    Sir  William  Tonge^   le-b^keptup 
cretary  at  war,    after  having   in  a  fhort   ipeech|-uing^ea", 
ihewn    the    neceflity   there   was   for   keeping   up 
t\i^  fame  number  of  regular  forces  that  were  kept 
up  the  preceding  year,  moved.  That  it  might  be 
refolved   by  the  faid  committee,^  that  the  number 
of  effedive  men  to  be  provided,  ^'c.   (as  before 
mentioned.)     And  as  this   number   was  thought 
by  feveral    gentlemen   to  be  much  greater   than 
was    neceflary,     and    more    than    ought    to    be 
kept  up  in  time  of  peace,  therefore  the  motion 
was  oppofed,   and   thereupon  a  long   debate   en- 
fued,    in   which    the  arguments    for    the   m.otion 
were  in  fubftance  as  followeth,  vi%. 

'  Sir,  it  has  always  been  allowed,  and,  I  be- 
'  lieve^  it  will  not  now  be  controverted,  that  no 
^  government  can  be  fupported  without  fome  fort 

*  of  military  force.     In  every  fociety   it  is  abfo- 

*  lutely  necelTary  to  have  a  certain  number  of  men 
'  properly  armed  and  difciplined,  for  protedling  the 
'  fociety  againft  foreign  invafions,    as  well  as  for 

*  preventing  the  weak  from  being  opprefied  by  ths 

*  mighty,  and  for  putting  the  laws  of  the  fociety 

*  in  execution  againft  offenders  of  every  rank  and 

*  degree.     In  former  times  this  military  force  con- 
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'  fifted  chiefly  of  the  militia  of  every  country,  who 

*  for  that  reafon  were  all  properly  armed  and  difci- 
•^  plined,  and  obliged  to  anfwer  the  call  of  thofe 
'  who  had  the  command  over  them  -,  but  of  latter 
^  ages,  and  fince  mankind  have  begun  to  apply 
'  themfelves  to  arts  and  induftry,  they  have  neg- 
'  ledled  to  breed  themfelves  up  to  arms  and  mili- 
'  tary  difcipline,  and  therefore  it  has  been  found 
'  neceflary  in  moft  countries,  efpecially  in  all  our 

*  neighbouring  countries,  to  provide  and  maintain 
'  a  certain  number  of  men,  whofe  chief  bufinefs  it 

*  is  to  breed  themfelves  up  to  the  art  of  war,  and 

*  who  for  that  reafon  are  called  regular  troops.  To 
'  them  the  defence  of  the  fociety  both  againft  in- 
'  vafions  from  without,  and  infurredlions  from  with- 
'  in,  is  chiefly  intruded,  and  by  that  means  the  reft 
'  of  the  people  of  the  fociety  are  enabled  to  purfue 
*-  trade,  manufadures,  agriculture,  and  other  indu- 

*  ftrious  employments,  with  greater  application  and 
^  afliduity   than   they   could   poflibly   do,    if   they 

*  were  every  now  and  then  obliged  to  withdraw 
*•  from  their  labour,  in  order  to  learn  their  exercifes 

*  as  foldiers,  or  to  march  againfl:  a  foreign  or  do- 
'  meftick  enemy. 

'  This,  Sir,  is  the  chief  reafon   that  arts  and 

*  fciences  have  of  late  flourifhed  fo  much  in  Europe^ 
'  and  it  is  by  this  method  only  that  trade  and  in- 

*  duftry  can  be  fupported  and  encouraged  in  this 
'  kingdom ;  therefore  I  fhall  not  fuppofe  that  any 

*  gentleman  will  be  againft  our  keeping  up  any 
'  number  of  regular  troops.  That  fome  certain 
'  number  of  regular  troops  ought  always  to  be  kept 

*  up  in  this  ifland,  is  a  queftion  which  I  fhall  take 
'  for  granted  ;  fo  that  the  only  queftion  that  can 

*  come  this  day  properly  before  us,  is.  What  num- 
'  ber  of  regular  troops  may  be  fufficient  for  pro- 
'  teding  this   ifland  againft  any   foreign   invafion, 

*  and  for  fupporting  our  government  in  the  execu- 

*  tion  of  the  laws  of  their  country  ?  With  refped 

I  '  to 
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'  to  this  queftion,  Sir,  we  ought  to  confider,  that 
'  in  a  free  country  as  this  Is,  and,  I  hope,  will  for 

*  ever  remain,  tho'  every  man  enjoys  many  advan- 
'  tages  and  great  happinefs  by  the  liberties  and  pri- 
'  vileges  he  is  intltled  to,  yet  that  private  good  is, 
'  and  always  muft  be,  attended  with  this  publick 
'inconvenience,     tha.t    it    begets,    and     fupports 

*  parties,   fadions,    and  divifions  among  the   peo- 

*  pie  in  general ;  and  when  the  government  Is 
'  not  provided  with  a  fufficlent  military  force  for  a 

*  neceflary  and  juft  fupport,  thofe  parties  and  fadli- 

*  ons  are  apt  to  come  to  extremes :  The  difcon- 
'  tented,  let  their  complaints  be  never  fo  iinreafon- 

*  able,  are  apt  to  raife  infurredions,  and  to  break 
'  out  in  open  rebellion,  when  by  the  imbecillity  of 
'  the  government  they  conceive  hopes  of  obtaining 

*  by  force,  thofe  ends  which  they  neither  were  in- 
'  titled  to,  nor  could  obtain,  by  the  laws  of  their 

*  country  ;  the  necefi'ary  confequence  of  which  is, 
'  that  the  people  are  always  expofed  to,  and  mud 

*  often  fall  under  the  misfortunes  of  a  civil  war ; 
'  and  in  fuch  a  cafe  the  prevailing  party  but  feldom 

*  fhev/s  any  great  regard  to  that  very  conftltutlon, 
'  the   fupport  of  which  was   at   firft,    perhaps  by 

*  both  fides,  made  the  fole  pretence  for  engaging 

*  in  war. 

'  To  this  general  confederation,  Sir,  we  ought  to 
^  add  another  w^hich  is  peculiar  to  this  kingdom :   It 

*  is  not  only  peculiar  to  this  kingdom,   but  is  in 

*  itfelf  of  a  moft  peculiar  and  a  m.oft  extraordinary 

*  nature.  In  this  free,  this  happy  country,  we 
'  have  a  party  amongfl  us,  and  a  confiderable  party 
'  too,  who  are  every  day  labouring  to  deftroy  that 

*  freedom  to  which  only  they  owe  their  very  ex- 

*  iftence  as  a  party,   who  are  every  day  contriving 

*  plots  for  putting  an  end  to  that  happinefs  of 
'  which  they  themfelves  are  equal,  but  unworthy 

*  partakers.     When   I  fay  this,    I  believe,   I  need 

*  fiot  tell  gentlemen  I  mean  the  Jacobites  and  Pa- 

B  2  "  '  p^fts 
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^pjfts  in  the  kingdom.  I  hope  their  party  is  every 
'  day  tending  to  its  utter  diflblution :  I  am  confi- 
'  dent  it  has  not  of  late  received  any  addition  or 
'  noii'rifhment ;  but  there  are  fuch  numbers  of  our 

*  mean  and  ignorant  fort  of  people  affedlcd  with 
'  that  fort  of  madnefs,  that  if  it  were  not  for  our 
^  regular  army,  I  am  convinced  that  party  would 
'  not  keep  fo  quiet  as  they  have  done  of  late  years. 
'^It  we  fhould   leave   the   government  unprovided 

*  of  a  fufficlent  military  force,  it  would  iramedi- 
'  ately  revive  their  hopes,  and  if  they  fhould  again 
'  break  out  In.  open  rebellion,  they  would  certainly 
'  be  joined  by  all  the  abandoned,  the  profligate, 
'and  the  defperate,  who  will  generally  chufe  that 
'  fide,  as  being  that  from  which  they  may  expedt 
'  the  greateft  reward  in  cafe  of  fuccefs  ;  in  which 
'  cafe  we  would  again  be  obliged  to  fight  for  our  li- 
'  berties,  and  the  moft  fortunate  event  would  be 

*  attended  with  great  publick  lofs,  and  with  many 
^  private  calamities. 

<•  But,  Sir,  tho'  we  were  in  no  danger  of  any 
'  publick  infurredion,  or  open  rebellion,  yet  a 
'  pretty  large  number  of  regular  troops  feems  now 
^  to  be  necelTary,  even  for  proteding  us  againft  pri- 
'  vate  rogues  and  pilferere,  and  for  putting  the  laws 
^  in  execution  againft  the  moft  notorious  criminals  ; 
'for  the  people  of  this  country  have  -for  many 
'years  accuftomed  themfelves  fo  little  to  the  ufe 
'  of  arms,  that  if  it  were  not  for  the  body  of  re- 
^  gular  troops  kept  up,  a  gang  of  thieves  and 
^  houfe-breakers,  by  providing  themfelves  with 
'  arms,  and  keeping  in  a  body,  might  be  able  to 
^  proted  themfelves  againft  a  whole  county,  and  to 
*'  plunder  the  inhabitants  at  pleafure  ;    at    leaft   it 

*  would  not  be  poftible  to  reduce  them,  without 

*  iofing  the  lives  of  many  induftrious  and  ufeful 
'  tradefmen,  and  perhaps  of  fome  of  the  beft  gen- 
'  tlemen  of  the  county.  Then  with  regard  to 
'mobs  and  tumults,    we  find  by  experience,  that 

*  regular 
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regular  troops  are  of  great  ufe,  not  only  for  pre- 
venting any  fuch  from  happening,  but  for  quel- 
ling and  difperfing  them  after  they  have  hap- 
pened, and  that  without  any  great  mifchlef's  be- 
ing done  of  either  fide:  Whereas  if  we  had  no 
regular  troops  to  be  employed  in  fuch  fervices, 
tho'  the  civil  power  might  perhaps  at  lad  be  able 
to  put  an  end  to  the  tumult,  and  to  feize  and 
punifh  the  rioters  ;  yet  'tis  certain,  the  mob  or 
tumult  would  always  be  gathered  to  a  great 
height  before  the  civil  power  could  effedually 
interpofe,  and  the  rioters  w^ould  oppofe  the  civil 
power  frequently  with  fuch  obftlnacy,  that  great 
mifchlef  would  be  done  on  both  fides,  before  the 
tumult  could  be  fupprefied. 

^  With  refpe6t,  therefore,  to  the  intefi:ine  peace 
and  tranquillity  of  the  country,  a  fufficient  num- 
ber of  regular  troops  mufi:  always  be  of  great 
ufe  ',  but.  Sir,  with  regard  to  our  foreign  affairs, 
and  with  regard  to  the  proteding  our  people  a- 
gainft  invafions,  it  Is  fl:ill  more  neceflary  ;  for  as 
all  our  neighbours  are  highly  fenfible  of  the  great 
inequality  between  militia  and  regular  troops,  as 
experience  has  often  fiiewn  what  a  vafi:  number  of 
the  former  may  be  attacked  and  put  to  flight  by 
the  latter,  they  therefore  now  put  their  only  con- 
fidence In  their  regular  troops  •,  and  every  nation 
in  Europe  is  now  refpetfted  and  efteemed  by  the 
reft,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  regular 
troops  they  have  In  their  pay  ;  fo  that  to  pre- 
ferve  that  refpedl  and  efteem  which  v/e  have, 
and  ought  always  to  have,  among  our  neigh- 
bours, we  ought  to  keep  up  a  confiderable  body 
of  regular  well  difciplined  troops  ;  becaufe  if  any 
of  our  neighbours  fiiould  begin  to  defj^Ife  us, 
they  would  of  courfe  begin  to  infult,  and  per- 
haps to  invade  us,  which  would  keep  our  fea 
coafts  in  a  continual  alarm,  and  might  expofe 
many  of  our  maritim.e  counties  and  cities  to  he 
B  3  '  plundered 
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plundered  and  ravaged  by  a  handful  of  foreign 
troops,  landed  in  any  corner  of  the  ifland.  I  do 
not  f-appofe,  Sir,  that  a  handful  of  any  fort  of 
troops  would  be  able  to  conquer  the  ifland  ;  but 
if  we  had  nothing  but  militia  to  fend  againft 
them,  they  might  do  us  infinite  mifchief,  before 
we  could  gather  and  form  fuch  a  body  of  militia 
as  durfc  oppofe  them. 

'  From  thefe  confiderations.  Sir,  I  muft  be  of 
opinion,  that  it  is  no  way  confiftent  with  true 
wifdom  and  policy,  or  with  the  peace  and  fecu- 
rity  of  the  people,  to  diminifh  the  number  of 
regular  forces  we  have  at  prefent  on  foot.  It  is 
the  leaft  number  has  been  kept  on  foot  for  many 
years,  and  experience  has  (hewn  us  that  from 
luch  a  number  there  are  no  inconveniences  to  be 
apprehended  ;  but  on  the  contrary  we  have  felt 
many  good  effeds  from  keeping  up  that  number, 
and  even  from  augmenting  it  now  and  then  as 
occafion  required.  It  would  be  too  tedious  to  re- 
capitulate all  the  advantages  we  have  from  thence 
acquired  ;  but  in  general  it  mud  be  granted,  we 
have  for  near  thefe  twenty  years  enjoyed  a  moft  pro« 
found  tranquillity  both  at  home  and  abroad,  which 
is  chiefly  to  be  attributed  to  our  keeping  up  fuch 
an  army  as  made  our  enemies  both  at  home  and 
abroad  ftand  in  av/e,  and  to  the  other  prudent 
meafures  which  his  Majefty  and  his  glorious  pre- 
decefTor  have  during  that  time  purfued.  Even 
but  lately,  when  the  greatefb  part  of  Europe  were 
involved  in  the  flames  of  w^ar,  we  were  left  at  li- 
berty ta  purfue  our  trade  through  ail  parts  of  the 
world  in  peace  and  per fe(?c  fecurity  -,  and  by  the 
fmall  addition  we  made  to  our  army,  and  the 
augmentation  of  our  fleet,  we  not  only  preferved 
our  own,  but  we  contributed  greatly  to  the  re- 
ftoring  of  the  publick  tranquillity  \  for  by  fo  do- 
ing we  {zt  bounds  to  the  ambitious  views  of  th© 
vidorlous,  ai?d  convinced  them  that,  if  they  en- 

'  deavoured 
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*  deavoured  to  purfue  their  conquefts  any  further 
'  than  was  confiftent  with  preferving  the  balance  of 

*  power  in  Europe^    we  were  not  only  refolv'd  to 

*  interpofe,  but  would  be  ready  to  interpofe  with 
'  fuch  a  force  as  would  be  fufficient  to  flop  their 

*  progrefs,  and  to  make  their  enemies  triumph  in 
'  their  turn.  This,  Sir,  was  what  made  them  fo 
'  ready  to  hearken  to  equitable  terms,  to  terms 
'  which  did  not  eflentially  vary  from  the  wife  plan 
'  his  Majefty,  in  conjunftion  with  his  allies  the 
'  States  General^    had  been   pleafed  to  propofe  for 

*  reftoring  the  tranquillity  of  Europe. 

*  Since  therefore  we  have  experienced  (o  many 

*  advantages  from  keeping  up  the  prefent  number 
^  of  regular  forces,  and  have  felt  no  inconveni- 
'  ence  •,  fince  no  danger  or  inconvenience  can  be 
'  apprehended  during  his  prefent  Majefty 's  reign, 
'  I  cannot  think  any  gentleman  of  this  houfe  would 
'  be  for  diminifhing  the  number,  even  tho'  there 
'  were  no  particular  reafon  at  prefent  fubfifting  for 
'  keeping  up  the  fame  number  we  had  laft  year  y 

*  but,  Sir,  there  are  in  my  opinion  three  very 
*-  ftrong  reafons  peculiar   to  the  prefent  times  for 

*  continuing  the  fame  number  at  leaft  for  this  next 
'  enfuing  year,  two  of  which  are  of  a  foreign,  and 
'  the  third  of  a  domeftick  nature.     There  is,  'tis 

*  true,  no  war   at  prefent  fubfifting  between  any  of 

*  the  chriftian  princes  or  ftates  of  Europe  •,  with  re- 

*  fpe(5l  to  any  fuch  war  the  publick  tranquillity 
'  may  properly  be  faid  to  be  reftored  ;  but  it  can- 

*  not  be  faid  that  the  tranquillity  of  Europe  is  alto- 
'  gether  reftored.     The  Mufcovites  are  already  en- 

*  gaged  in  a  war  againft  the  Turks^  and  'tis  more 
'  than  probable  the  Emperofs  arms  will  foon  be 
'  turned  the  fame  way.  As  yet  the  other  powers 
'  of  Europe  feem  to  have  nothing  but  peaceable 
'  inclinations  to  all  publick  appearance  ;  but  we  do 

*  not  know  how  long  that  ferene  appearance  may 

*  hold  :    There  are  fome  other  powers  of  Europe 

B  4  '  who 
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'  who  have  feldom  long  remained  at  quiet,  when 
'  they  found  the  Emperor  involved  in  a  war  with 

*  the  Turks  ;  and  if  they  do  not  take  that  opportu- 
^  nity  for  attacking  the  Emperor^  it  is  to  be  appre- 
^  hended  they  may  think  it  a  proper  opportunity 
'  for  making  incroachments  upon  fome  other  of 
'  their  neighbours  :  Tho'  perhaps  no  fuch  thing 
'  may  be  intended  diredly  againft  this  nation,  yet 
'  it  muft  be  granted,  that  no  fuch  incroachment 
'  can  be  made  in  which  we  have  not  fome  concern  ; 
'  and  when  there  is  fo  much  reafon  to  fear  fuch  at- 
'  tempts,  it  would  be  very  imprudent  in  us,  by  an 

*  unfeafonable  redudlion  of  our  forces,  to  put  it 
'  out  of  our  power  to  defend  ourfelves  or  affift  our 
^  allies,  in  cafe  of  a  fudden  inroad  or  invafion  upon 
'  either. 

'  Beiides,  Sir,  as  the  fyftem  of  affairs  in  Europe 
^  feems  to  be  very  much  altered  by  the  late  treaty 

*  between  the  Emperor  and  France^  and  as  the 
^  terms  of  that  treaty  feem  not  yet  to  b.e  fully  dif- 

*  covered,  we  do  not  know  but  that  there  may  be 

*  fom.e  fecret  conventions  between  thofe  two  pow- 
'  ers,  which  may  be  iound  prejudicial  to  the  neigh- 
*•  hours  of  both.  In  fuch  a  cafe,  that  treaty,  in-. 
'  ftead  o{  being  a  foundation  for  eflablifhing  the 

*  tranquillity  of  Europe^  would  prove  a  firebrand 
^  for  rekindling,  perhaps,  the  moft  general  and  the 
^  moft  furious  war  that  ever  was  in  Europe :  A  war 
'  in  which  this  nation  could  not  avoid  being  one  of 
^  the  principal  parties  concerned  ;  and  therefore,  I 
'  mxuft  think  we  cannot  with  fafety  difband  any  of 
'  the  forces   v/e  have  at  prefent  on  foot,   till  the 

*  confequences  of  this  new  fyftem   of  affairs  may 

*  be  fully  feen  through,  which  they  cannot  be  till 

*  all  the  fecret  articles  of  that  treaty  are  fully  dif- 
'  covered,  and  the  views  and  defigns  of  both  the 
^  contrading  parties  perfedly  underftood. 

*  The  third  reafon  for  keeping   up   the   fame 
'  number  of  forces,  at  leaft  for  this  enfuing  year, 

'  is. 
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Is,  as  I  have  fald,  of  a  domeftick  nature,  and  is 
founded  upon  that  fpirit  of  difcontent  and  dilTa- 
tisfadion  which  has  been  fo  induftrioufly  fpread 
over  the  whole  nation,  and  has  of  Jate  produced 
mobs,  riots,  and  tumults,  almoft  in  every  corner 
of  the  kingdom.  I  am  perfuaded  every  gentle- 
man that  hears  me  will  join  with  me  in  faying, 
his  Majefty's  government,  ever  fince  he  came  to 
the  crown,  has  been  fo  mild  and  juft,  that  no 
man  can  really  have  the  leaft  reafon  to  complain. 
It  cannot  with  juftice  be  faid  his  Majefty  has  ever 
attempted  the  leaft  incroachment  upon  the  liber- 
ties and  privileges  of  ihe  fubjecft  in  general,  nor 
can  any  private  man  in  particular  complain  that  he 
has  met  with  injuftice  or  opprefTion  ;  yet  there  is 
fuch  a  fpirit  of  diflatisfadion  and  fedition  gone 
forth,  that  the  lowermoft  rank  of  our  people  are 
every  where  ready  to  fly  in  the  face  of  the  civil 
magiftrate  ;  and„even  the  ads  of  the  whole  le- 
giflature  have  been  moft  heinoufly  infulted,  and 
mifreprefented.  I  fhall  not  pretend  to  fhew  how 
this  feditlous  fpirit  has  been  raifed,  or  to  what  it 
is  chiefly  owing  -,  but  while  it  continues,  I  muft 
fay,  it  would  be  very  unwife  in  us  to  difmifs  any 
part  of  our  regular  army  ;  for  if  we  can  but  keep 
the  people  quiet  till  they  have  time  to  think  and 
confider,  they  v/ill  foon  find  their  difcontents  and 
clamours  to  be  without  any  reafon,  and  will  then 
of   courfe   become   quiet   and  peaceable  fubjeds. 

-This  we  may  probably  do  by  keeping  up  our 
army  for  the  enfuing  year  \  becaufe  in  that  time 
the  minds  of  the  people  may  be  quieted,  and 
while  we  have  fuch  an  army,  thofe  who  are  dif- 
affeded  will  not  dare  to  take  any  advantage  of 
the  difcontents  they  have  raifed,  nor  will  they 
dare  to  pufh  thofe  they  have  feduced,  upon  any 
violent  meafures :  Whereas  if  we  fliould  at  this 
jundure  difband  any  great  part  of  our  army,  the 

*  difbanded  foldiers  would  probably  join  with  the 

'  difcon- 
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*  difcontented,    which  might  produce  confequences 
'  I  tremble   to    ihink  of  5    but   this  houfe  will,    I 
'hope,    prevent    my    fears,    by   agreeing    to      ' 
'  motion   I  fhall    now    make ;    which   is,    Tc 
'  folve,  ^c\    (See  Vol.  XIV.  p.  485.) 


the 
To  re- 


To  this  it  was  anfwered  in  fubftance  as  fol- 
lows, viz. 

'  Sir,  as  I  am  not,  nor  do  intend  to  fpeak  a- 
'  gainfl:  our  keeping  up  any  ftanding  army  at  all, 
'  I  have  no  prefent  occafion  to  take  notice  of  the 
'  arguments  that  have  been  made  ufe  of  for  fhew- 
*'ing  the  indifpenfable  neceffity  of  fuch  a  meafure  : 
'  However,  left  it  fhould  be  thought,  that  I  am 
'  likewife  of  opinion,  that  a  government  cannot 
'  nov\^  be  fupported,  nor  the  laws  put  in  execution, 
^  without  a  body  of  what  we  call  regular  troops, 

*  permit  me  to  give  fome  reafons  for  my  being  of 
^  a  contrary  fentiment.     I  know.  Sir,  that  all   our 

*  neighbours  have  now  fallen  into  a  method  of 
^  keeping  up  a  large  body   of  regular  troops  ;  but 

*  it  is  not  for  the  fole  reafon,  that  fuch  troops  muft 
'  always  have  a  great  fuperiority  over  militia,  or 
"^  that  a  government  cannot  be  iupported  without 
^  the  affiilance  of  Rich  troops  ;  it  is  becaufe  among 
^  moft  of  them,  I  may  fay  among  all  of  them, 
'  fome  fort  of  abfolute  and   arbitrary  government 

*  has  been  lately   introduced  i    and    for  fupporting 

*  fuch  a  government,  it  is  abfolutely  neceflary  to 
'  keep  up  a  ftanding  army,  and  to  difcourage  the 
*•  ufe  of  arms  among  all  the  reft  of  their  fubjedts. 
■*-  In  fuch  a  country  a  body  of  regular  troops,  ac- 
'  cuftomed  to  the  ufe  of  arm.s,  and  acquainted 
.'  with  military  difcipline,  muft  always  be  much 
•-  preferable  to  a  body  of  their  militia,  moft  of 
'  whom  we  may  fuppofe  never  touched  a  fvvord  or 

*  a  gun,  before  it  was  put  into  their  hands  upon  that 

'  occafion  i 
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'  occafion  ;    but  In  a  country  where  no  regular 

*  army  is  kept  up,  and  proper  care  taken  to  ex- 
'  ercife  and  difcipline  the  militia,  and  to  infufe  a 
«  martial  fpirit  Into  all  their  fubjeds  in  general,  I 

*  can  fee  no  reafon   why  a  body  of  men,  who 

*  have  for  feven  years  been  bred  to  hard  labour, 

*  to  the  ufc  of  arms,  and  to  military  difcipline, 
^  without  any  pay,  fhould  not  be  as  good  as  a 
'  body  of  men  bred  up  for  the   fame    time  to 

*  military  difcipline,  v/ith  pay,  and  by  reafon  of 
'  that  pay,  bred  up  In  lazinefs  and  idlenefs :  On 
'  the  contrary,  I  fhould  think  the  former  would 
'  be  better  able  to  endure  the  fatigues  of  war, 

*  and  I  am  certain  no  man's   courage  was  ever 

*  imiproved  by  a  ftate  of  lazinefs  and  idlenefs. 

'  A  foldier.  Sir,  may  learn  all  his  exercifes  to 

*  perfe6i:Ion  in  three  or  In  fix  months,  and  after  he 
'  is  once  mafler  of  his  exercifes,  he  is  as  good  a  fol- 

*  dier  as  he  ever  can  be  without  feeing  aftlon.  He 
'  may  then  make  as  good  a  figure  at  a  review  as 

*  the  oldefl  veteran  ;  but  for  miaking  a  good  figure 

*  in  a  day  of  battle,  it  depends  upon  the  courage 
'  and  the   experience  of  the  foldier,    neither  of 

*  which,  but  efpeclally  the  latter,  can  be  acquired 

*  any  other  way  than  by  having  been  frequently 

*  in  adlion.  Now  with  refpedl  to  the  military 
'  exercifes,  and  to  the  making  of  a  figure  at  a 

*  review,  I  can  fee  no  reafon  v/hy  a  man  who  is 
'  five  days  of  the  week  at  plow,  or  any  other 

*  indudrious  emplcymcnt,   and   two  days  at  his 

*  military  exercifes,  may  not  in  half  a  year,  or  a 

*  year,  become  as  much  mailer  of  the  latter,  as 
'  he  that  Is  two  days  of  the  week  at  his  military 

*  exercifes,  and  the  other  five,  fotting  or  carouf- 

*  Ing  at  an  ale-houfe  or  gin-fhop.     Therefore  if 

*  the  m.ilitia  of  this  country,  or  any  country 
'  where   the  fplrit  of  the   people   has  not  been 

*  broke  by  arbitrary  power,  were  properly  regl- 

*  mented,  and  put  under  the  command  of  gen- 

*  tie  men 
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tlemen  of  honour  and  courage,  inftead  of  being 
commanded  by  fhoemakers  and  taylors,  they 
might  in  a  year  or  two  be  as  properly  called 
regular  troops,  as  any  mercenary  regiment  can 
be,  which  is  compofed  of  officers  and  foldiers, 
who  never  had  occafion  to  look  an  enemy  in 
the  face,  unlefs  it  was  a  gang  of  fmugglers,  or 
a  mob  of  pick-pockets  ;  and  while  there  is  a 
man  in  the  kingdom,  who  has  been  in  adion, 
a  regiment  of  militia  would  have  as  good  a 
chance  to  have  fome  of  them  among  them, 
as  any  regiment  of  mercenary  troops  can  have, 
after  a  peace  of  twenty  or  thirty  years  duration. 
I  fhall  readily  grant,  Sir,  that  a  regiment  of 
veteran  foldiers,  a  regiment  compofed  chiefly  of 
officers  and  foldiers  who  have  been  frequently 
in  adtion,  may  be  much  fuperior  to  a  regiment 
of  the  beft  difciplined  militia ;  but  I  cannot  ad- 
mit that  a  regiment  of  mercenary  troops,  who 
never  faw  an  enemy,  has  any  advantage  over 
a  regiment  of  militia,  well  difciplined  and  pro- 
perly commanded  ;  for  which  reafon  I  fhall  al- 
ways be  of  opinion,  that  a  country  may  be  go- 
verned, the  laws  executed,  and  the  people  pro- 
tected both  againft  invafions  and  infurrediions, 
by  a  regular  militia,  as  well  as  by  a  mercenary 
army  ;  and  in  a  free  country  I  am  fure  the 
former  is  a  much  more  proper  defence  than 
the  latter. 

'  What  we  now  call  regular  troops,  or  stand- 
ing forces,  have  produced,  and  always  will 
produce,  the  moft  fatal  confequences  in  every 
country  where  they  are  kept  up.  In  fuch 
countries  the  people  in  general  not  only  neg- 
lec^l  to  breed  themfelves  up  to  the  ufe  of  arms 
and  martial  difcipline,  but  they  are  bred  up 
from  their  infancy  with  a  fort  of  terror  at  the 
name  of  a  foldier  ;  by  which  means  tl^Q  braved:, 
the  moil  warlike  people  may,  in  the  fpace  of 

'  one 
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one  century,  be  rendered  the  moft  daftardly 
and  efFeminate.  They  put  their  whole  truft  in 
what  they  call  their  army  -,  and  if  that  army 
happens  by  the  chance  of  war  to  be  cut  off, 
there  is  no  finding  another  that  dare  look  a 
vidlorious  enemy  in  the  face,  which  is  the  rea- 
fon  that  every  fuch  country  has  at  laft  become 
an  eafy  prey  to  fome  foreign  invader  :  Whereas, 
in  a  country  where  they  have  no  army  to  trufl 
to,  the  government  muft  neceflarily  take  care 
of  the  militia,  the  whole  people  are  bred  fol- 
diers  from  their  infancy,  and  an  invading 
enemy  finds  them  like  the  Hydra's  heads  j  if 
they  have  the  good  fortune  to  cut  off  one 
army,  they  immediately  find  another  more  for-- 
midable  grow  up  in  its  (lead ;  for  fuch  a  people 
may  be  killed,  but  they  cannot  be  conquered. 
I  am  furprized.  Sir,  to  hear  it  faid  that  arts 
and  fciences  cannot  be  promoted,  nor  trade  and 
induftry  encouraged  but  by  the  keeping  up  of 
{landing  armies.  It  may  as  well  be  faid  that 
neither  the  one  nor  the  other  can  flourifli  but 
in  countries  where  arbitrary  government  is  eftab- 
lifhed  ;  for  arbitrary  power  has  in  all  countries 
been  the  certain  confequence  of  keeping  up  a 
large  ftanding  army.  In  fuch  countries  they  may 
have  the  good  luck  to  have  a  prince,  or  an  ad- 
miniftration,  that  encourages  arts  and  fciences, 
and  protedls  trade  and  induftry ,  but  that  pe- 
riod  is  generally  of  no  long  continuance,  and 
barbarifm,  ignorance,  and  idlenefs  always  fuc- 
ceed.  In  this  kingdom  we  know  that  arts  and 
fciences  were  introduced,  and  trade  and  indu- 
ftry  eftablifhed,  long  before  we  had  fuch  a. 
thing  as  a  {landing  army.  In  the  Grecian  and 
Roman  commonwealths,  their  tradefmen  and  la- 
buurers  gained  laurels  in  the  field  of  battle  by 
their  courage,  and  returned  to  gain  a  {ubfi{lence 
for  themfelves  and  families  by  their  induilry ;. 

I  '  but 
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*  but  when  they  began  to  keep  ftanding  armies, 
'  their  foldiers,   'tis  true,   for  fome  time  gained 

*  laurels  in  the  field  of  battle,  but  they  returned 

*  to  plunder,  and  at  laft  to  fubdue  their  coun- 

*  try  ;  which  put  an  end  to  their  freedom,  and 
'  of  courfe  to  every  thing  that  was  praife- worthy 
'  among  them.  God  forbid  our  fate  fhould  be 
'  the  fame !  'Tis  a  miftake  to  imagine  our  tradef- 
'  men  would  be  drawn  away  from  their  labour 

*  by  breeding  them  up  to  military  difcipline ; 
'  on  the  contrary  they  might  be  brought  to  ufe 
*^  it  as  their  diverfion,  and  then  they  would  return 
'  with  more  alacrity  to  their  ufual.  labour.  In 
'  former  times  our  holy-days,  and  even  fundays, 

*  v/ere  employed  in  the  exercife  of  the  long-bow 
'  and  other  warlike  diverfions  -,  and  I  muft  think 

*  that  fach  days  would  ftill  be  much  better  em- 
'  ployed  in  that  way,  than  in  fotting  at  an  ale- 
^  houfe,  or  loitering  in  a  ikittle  or  nine-pin 
^  ground  j  but  fuch  a  change  of  manners  is  not 
^  to  be  introduced  without  the  affiftance  of  the 
^  government,    and   fome   proper  laws  for   that 

*  purpofe  j  and  I  am  convinced  our  government 
'  will  never  ailift,  as  long  as  we  furnilh  them 
••■  with  a  (landing  army  ;  for  a  {landing  army  is 
^  in  all  countries  a  moll:  ufeful  thing  to  thofe  in 
'  power,    and   a  well  difciplined   militia  a  moft 

*  dangerous  thing  to  thofe  who  are  grafping  at 

*  more  than  they  ought  to  have. 

'  I  ihall  readily  agree  with  the  honourable  gen- 

*  tleman,  that  every  government  muft  have  a 
'  military  force  for  its  fupport,  and  muft  make 

*  ufe    of  that  military  force  when  necefTity  re- 

*  quires  ♦,    but  a  legal   and    limited    government 

*  ought    to  be   provided   with  a  free  and   legal 

*  military   force,    and  not  with  a   military  force 

*  depending  upon  the  fole  will  and  pleafure  of 

*  the  governor  •,  a  military  force  which  he  may 
'  make  ufe  of  for  breaking,  as  well  as  for  ex- 

*  ecuting 
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ecuting  the  laws  of  his  country.  Such  is  our 
regular  army  according  to  its  prefent  eftablifh- 
ment.  They  are  not  free  fubjeds,  they  arc 
foldiers,  not  governed  properly  by  the  laws  of 
their  country,  but  by  a  law  made  for  them 
only  ;  and  all  depending  upon  the  fole  will  and 
pleafure  of  the  King.  This  may  in  time  make 
them  look  upon  themfelves  as  a  body  of  men 
different  from  the  refh  of  the  people;  and  as 
they,  and  they  only,  have  the  fword  in  their 
hands,  they  may  at  laft  begin  to  look  upon 
themfelves  as  the  lords,  and  not  the  fervants 
of  the  people.  They  will  obey  and  execute 
your  laws  whilft  you  make  fuch  laws  as  pleafe 
them,  but  if  you  fhould  begin  to  make  fuch 
laws  as  may  be  difagreeable  to  them,  they  will 
neither  execute  nor  obey  your  laws  ;  they  will 
make  laws  for  themfelves,  and  one  of  the  iirft, 
you  may  depend  on't,  will  be,  a  law  for  dif- 
folving  your  affembly  :  They  have  done  fo  be- 
fore, and  they  may  do  fo  again,  if  ever  they 
Should  happen  to  be  under  an  ambitious  King 
or  General.  I  know  it  may  be  faid  our  militia 
depend  as  much  upon  the  fole  will  and  pleafure 
of  our  governor,  as  our  regular  army  i  but  it 
is  not  to  be  fuppofed  they  would  fo  readily 
join  in  overturning  the  laws  of  their  country, 
as  a  mercenary  army  would,  when  properly 
garbled  for  that  purpofe  -,  and  if  our  militia 
fhould  be  brought  under  any  new  regulations, 
which  muft  be  done,  before  they  can  be  made 
ufeful,  proper  care  might  be  faken,  for  putting 
it  out  of  the  pov/er  of  any  man  to  make  a  bad 
ufe  of  them.. 

'  In  a  country  where  the  government  is  limited 
and  the  people  free,  there  may  perhaps,  be  more 
room  for  party  and  fadlion,  than  in  a  country 
v/here  the  government  is  abfolute  and  the  peo- 
ple dare  noti  compUin  ;  hut.  Sir,  even  in  a  free 

*  country. 
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country,    and  under  the  moft  limited  govern- 
ment, while  thofe  in  power  do  their  duty,  while 
they  confult  the  inclinations  of  the  people,  and 
refrain    from   all   manner    of  oppreflion    either 
publick  or  private,    no  party,    no  h6tion  can 
become  dangerous  to  the  government,    tho'  it 
has  no  regular  troops  to  truft  to.     Such  a  go- 
vernment will  always  have  a  great  majority  of 
the  people,  in  their  intereft,  and  tho'  there  may 
be  fome  who,  from  private  views,  may  be  dif- 
fatisfied  with  the  publick  meafures  purfued,  yet 
they  will  for  their  own  fakes  remain  quiet  and 
peaceable;    for  no  man  of  common  fenfe  will 
rife  in  arms  againft  an  eftablifhed  government, 
unlefs  he  is  fure  not  only  of  a  general  difcontent 
among  the  people,  but  that  the  general  difcon- 
tent is  got  to  fuch  a  height  as  to  make  the  ma- 
jority of  the  people  ready  to  fly  to  arms  for 
their  relief  or  prefervation.     Of  this  the  glo- 
rious reign  of  Queen  Elhzabeth  is  a  moft  con-^ 
viiicing   proof     I   believe   hardly   any    hiftory 
can  parallel  fo  long  a  reign  fo  httle  difturbed 
with  fadion  j  yet  the  beginning  of  that  reign 
feemed  to  threaten  the  moft  violent  party  divi- 
fions  and  ftate  convulfions.     One  of   the   firft 
fteps  of  that  glorious  Queen  was  to  overturn 
the  religion  ftie  found  eftabliftied  in  her  country, 
a  religion  fupported  by  a  great  party  at  home, 
and  profefled  and  proteded  by  the  greateft  part 
of  Europe :  At  the  fame  time  ftie  knew  ftie  had 
a  Pretender  to  her  crown,  and  a  moft  dangerous 
Pretender   too,    a  Pretender   who  was  of  the 
religion  then  eftabliftied  in  the  country,  a  Pre- 
tender who  was  in  pofieftion  of  a  kingdom  of 
her  own,   a  kingdom  within  the  fame  ifland, 
afid  a  kingdom  which  could  vindicate  the  rights 
of  their  Queen  with  as  brave  and  as  fierce  ar- 
mies as  ever  marched  from  any  country  ;  and 
what  ftill  added  to  the  danger,   that  Pretender 

'  was 
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*  was  not  only  Queen  of  Scotland^  but  wife  to 
'  the  Dauphin   of  France.     From   fuch   circum- 

*  ftances,  what  fa6lions,  what  commotions,  what 

*  violent    convulfions    were    not    to    be    appre- 

*  hended  ?  Yet  that  wife  Queen,  without  any 
'  ftanding  Army,    eftablifhed    herfelf  upon   the 

*  Throne,   eftablifhed  the  religion  fhe  profefTed, 

*  triumphed   over  all  her  enemies,    and  after  a 

*  reign  of  43  Years,    tranfmitted  the  crown  in 

*  peace  to  her  next  lawful  Succe/Tor,  without 
'  ever  having  been  difturbed  by  any  party  or 
'  fadion's  rifing  in  arms  againft  her,  except  one 
'  in  the  Norths    and   fome   few  commotions  in 

*  Ireland^    neither   of  which   ever   became   con- 

*  fiderable. 

*  In  a  free  country,  indeed,  when  thofe  m 
^  power  make  a  weak  or  a  wicked  ufe,  of  their 
'  power,  or  make  any  attempts  upon  the  liberties 
'  of  the  people,  a  party  will  certainly  form  itfelf 
'  againft  the  government,  and  fuch  a  party  as 
'  cannot  be  withftood  but  by  means  of  a  nu- 
^  merous  and  mercenary  army  i  but  in  that  cafe, 
^  Sir,  the  government  becomes  the  fadlion,  and 

*  if  that  fadion  be  enabled  to  fupport  itfelf  againft 

*  the  general  bent  of  the  people,  the  liberties  of 
'  that  people  are  at  an  end  ;  fome  outward  forms 

*  may  be  preferved,  but  the  government,  in  fub^ 
ftance,    becomes   from    that  moment  arbitrary. 

'  Fadtion  is  an  ugly  name,  in  a  free  country,  al- 

'  ways  beftowed  upon  thofe  who  oppofe  the  go- 

■  vernment  *,  but  whether  they,  or  the  govern- 
'  ment,  beft  deferve  the  name,  depends  upon  the 

meafures  purfued  by  each.     To  prevent  fadlon 

■  and  civil  difcord  has,  in  all  countries,  been  the 

■  plaufible  pretence  of  thofe  who  fecretly  aim.ed 

*  at  the  eftabliftiment  of  arbitrary  power :  In 
'  moft  of  our  neighbouring  countries  that  pretence 
'  has  had  the  wiftied  for  fuccefs,   but  I  hope  it 

*  never  fhall  in  this ;  for  it  is  much  happier  for 
Vol.  }^V.  C  'a 
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'  a  people  to  be  in  a  continual  danger  of  civil  dif- 
'  cord,  or  even  of  civil  wars,  than  to  be  in  a 
'  continual  ftate  of  flavery.     A  civil  war  is  an 

*  impofthume,  it  may  be  troublefome,  it  may  be 

*  painful  while  it  lafts,  but  it  carries  off  any  con- 
'  tagious  matter  that  may  be  lodged  in  the  body, 

*  and  generally  brings  health  and  vigour  for  many 
'  years  after  j  whereas  defpotick  power  is  an 
'  ulcer,    a  gangrene,    which  admits  of  no  cure, 

*  nor  can  receive  any  comfort. 

*  I  have  as  bad  an  opinion  of  Jacobites  and  Pa- 

*  pifts  as  any  gentleman  of  this  houfe  can  reafona- 

*  bly  have,  but  I  never  thought  that  either  our 

*  Jacobites  or  Papifts  were  for  eftablifhing  arbi- 
'  trary  power :  I  am  fure  very  few  of  them  are. 

*  We  maintained  our  liberties  when  the  whok  na- 

*  tion  were  Papifts  -,  we  may  lofe  them  now  we 

*  are  Proteftants  ;    and  if  we  fhould,    it  would 

*  make  many  men  Jacobites  who  are  very  far 

*  from  being  fo  at  prefent.     People  under  op- 

*  prefTion  always  hope  for  relief  from  any  change : 

*  If  the  liberties  of  this  country  fhould  be  once 

*  overturned,  the  worft  we  could  expedl  would 

*  be  only  changing  one  flavery  for  another.    Even 

*  the  trueft  lovers  of  liberty  might  be  prompted 

*  by  revenge  to  become  Jacobites,  in  order  to  dif- 
'  appoint  and  punifli  thofe  who  had  cheated  them 

*  out  of  their  liberties.  I  do  not  believe  there 
'  can  ever  be  a  party  in  this  kingdom  for  efta- 

*  blifhing  arbitrary  power,  unlefs  it  be  our  minifters 

*  and  their  creatures.    An  itch  for  arbitrary  power 

*  feems,  indeed,  to  be  epidemical  with  refpeft  to 

*  that  fet  of  men :  We  have  often  bad  minifters 

*  who   have   been  infeded  with  that  dangerous 

*  diftemper  :  We  may  again  have  fuch  minifters  ; 

*  and  for  that  reafon,  chiefly,  I  am  againft  keep- 

*  ing  up  a  numerous  ftanding  army,  becaufe,  ac- 
'  cording  to  its  prefent  regulation,  it  is  too  much 

*  under  the  power  of  minifters :  They  may  fome 

*  time 
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*  time  or  other  make  ufe  of  it  for  attaining  to 

*  that  which  fo  many  of  them  have  feemed  to 
'  long  for. 

*  There  are,   'tis  true.    Sir,    too  many  rogues 
'  and  thieves  in  the  kingdom,  there  are,  I  believe, 

*  fome  great  ones  who  are  not  yet  difcovered,  but 

*  I  doubt  much  if  a  numerous  ftanding  army  will 

*  contribute   either  to  their  being  difcovered   or 

*  punifhed.  With  refped  to  any  of  thofe  little 
'  pilferers    that    have    of    late    been   feized   and 

*  hanged,  I  am  fure  it  cannot  be  faid  the  army 

*  has  been,  in  the  lead,  affifting.  They  have  all 
'  been  apprehended  by  the  country  people,  or  by 
'  the  common  thief- catchers  ;  which  is  a  trade, 
'  I  hope  no  gentleman  of  the  army  will  ever  be 

*  defired  to  undertake,  unlefs  the  thief  be  fome 
'  perfon  of  a  very  eminent  degree.  I  do  not 
'  know  that  the  army  has  ever  been  employed  in 

*  any  fort  of  thief-catching,  except  with  refpedl  to 
'  thofe  thieves  called  fmugglers  ;  and  the  reafcn  of 

*  the  army's  being  neceflary  for  that  purpofe  is, 
'  that  our  taxes  are  fo  many  and  fo  high,  and 
^  have  been  fo  long  continued,  the  people  begin 
'  to  look  upon  fmugglers  as  their  friends,  and 
'  therefore  will  not  be  concerned,  or  run  any  rifk, 
'  in  apprehending  or  oppofmg  them.  If  we  had 
'  no  taxes  but  fuch  as  the  people  thought  reafon-i- 

*  ble,  and  if  thofe  taxes  were  applied  to  ufes 
'  which  the  people  thought  necefTary  for  their 
'  prefervation,  they  would  he  as  ready  to  join  the 

*  hue  and  cry  againft  a  fmuggler,  as  they  are  now 
'  againft  a  houfe-breaker  or  highwayman.  I  am 
'  perfuaded  there  is  nothing  contributes  fo  much 
'  to  the  increafe  of  criminals  of  all  forts  among 
'  us,  as  the  great  number  of  regular  troops  we 
'  keep  up  •,  the  common  foldiers  mix  among  the 
'   vulgar,    and  by  their  example  they  propagate 

*  a  fpirit  of  lewdnefs,  debauchery,  idlenefs,  and 

*  extravagance  in  every  county  and  city  of  the 

C  2  '  king- 
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*  kingdom  ;  I  wifh  even  fome  of  the  officers 
'  may  not  in  this  way  be  a  little  to  blame.  The 
'  credit  and  fubfiftence  of  a  merchant,  a  tradef- 
'  man,  or  a  labourer,  depends  upon  his  charader : 
'  If  he  gets  the  charader  of  a  lewd,  profligate 
'  fellow,  no  man  will  truft  him,  no  man  will 
'  employ  him  s  for  this  reafon  he  is  obliged  at 
'  leaft:  to  be  a  hypocrite,  and  fo  can  do  no  mif- 

*  chief  hy  his  example  -,  but  the  credit  of  a  fol- 
'  dier  depends  upon  his  doing  his  duty,  and 
'  his  fubfiftence  depends  upon  his  pay  ;    if  he 

*  does  his  duty  he  may  be  as  lewd  and  profligate 
'  as  he  pleafes,  and  as  openly  as  he  pleafes,  con- 

*  fequently  may  do  great  mifchief  by  his  exam- 

*  pie.  In  all  countries  the  young  and  high- 
'  mettled  are  proud  of  keeping  company  with 
'  foldiers  ;  they  learn  their  manners,  and  foon 
'  begin  to  imitate  them  in  their  vices  ;  by  fo 
'  doing  they  lofe  their  charaders,  and  when  no 

*  man  will  trufl:  or  employ  them,  if  they  cannot 
'  get  into  the  army,  they  mufl:  rob  or  fteal  for 
'  fubfiflience. 

'  Among  a  certain  fet  of  people.  Sir,  I  have 

*  obferved,    that   mobs  are  reprefented   as  moft 

*  hideous  things.  I  confefs  they  ought  not  to 
'  be  encouraged  •,  but  they  have  been  fomiCtimes 

*  ufeful.     In  a  free  country  I  am  afraid  a  fl:anding 

*  army  rather  occafions  than  prevents  them ; 
'  where  a  magifl;rate  has  a  guard  of  regular  troops 
'  to  trufl:  to,  he  is  apt  to  negled  humouring  the 

*  people,  he  defpifes  them,  and  even  fometimes 
'  opprefl!es  them  -,  in  v/hich  cafe  the  people,  as 
'  long  as  there  is  any  fpirit  among  them,  will 

*  certainly  grow  tumultuous.     If  a  tumult  hap- 

*  pens  without  any  jufl:  caufe  of  complaint,  a  lit- 
'  tie  gentle  ufage,  and  calm  reafoning,  will  gene- 

*  rally  prevent  any  mifchief,  and  prevail  with  the 

*  people  to  return  to  their  duty  ;  but  a  magifl:rate 

*  with  an  army  at  his  back  will  feldom  take  this 

*  method. 
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*  method,  for  few  men  will  be  at  the  pains  to  per- 
'  fuade,  when  they  know  they  can  compel.  If 
^  a  tumult  happens  from  a  juft  caufe  of  com- 
'  plaint,  the  people  ought  to  be  fatlsfied,  their 
'  grievance  ought  to  be  redrefTed,  they  ought  not 
'  furely  to  be  immediately  knocked  on  the  head, 
'  becaufe  they  happen  to  complain  in  an  irregular 
'  manner.  To  make  ufe  of  regular  troops  upon 
'  every  fuch  occafion,  is  like  a  tyrannical  fchool- 
'  mafter,  who  never  makes  ufe  of  the  foft  arts  of 
■  perfuafion  and  allurement,  but  always  makes 
'  ufe  of  the  rod  ^  fuch  a  man  may  break  the  fpi- 
'  rit,  but  never  can  improve  the  minds  of  his 
'  fcholars. 

'  I  do  not  know.  Sir,  what  the  honourable 
'  gentlemen  mean  by  that  refpedt  and  efteem 
'  which  we  have,  and  ought  to  have,  among  our 
'  neighbours  ;  furely  they  do  not  think  that  this 

*  nation  is  to  be  refpeded  only  in  proportion  to 

*  the  regular  troops  we  have  in  our  pay  :  In 
'  that  cafe  there  are  feveral  princes  in  Germany 
'  who  would  deferve  more  refpedt  than  we  ; 
^  there  is  hardly  a  kingdom  in  Europe  that  would 
'  deferve  fo  little  ;  and  I  am  fure  thofe  who  keep 
'  up  their  hundreds  of  thoufands,  as  fome  of  our 
'  neighbours  do,  would  have  no  occafion  to  fhev/ 
'  us  any  regard  or  efteem.  But  I  believe  the 
'  cafe  is  diredly  otherwife.  I  believe  the  more 
^  regular  troops  we  keep  up  in  time  of  peace,  the 
'  lefs  we  fhall  be  refpeded  or  efteemed  by  every 
'  one  of  our  neighbours :  They  know  we  have 
y  no  frontier  to  defend,  nor  fortified  towns  to 
'  garifon,  and  therefore  they  will  conclude  our 
y  government  would  never  be  at  the  expence  of 
'  keeping  up  a  large  body  of  regular  troops,  if 
'  they  were  beloved  or  efteemed  by  their  own 

'  people.  They  will  conclude  that  fuch  a  body 
'  of  troops  is  kept  up,  only  to  keep  the  people 
\  in  obedience  ^  and  a  government  that  does  not 

c  3  *  s^joy 
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enjoy  the  affedtions  and  efteem  of  their  own 
people  will  certainly  be  defpifed  by  foreigners. 
Whereas  when  thofe  in  the  government  of  this 
nation  do  their  duty,  when  they  enjoy  the 
affedions  and  efteem  of  the  people  in  general, 
though  we  had  not  a  regiment  of  regular  troops 
in  the  kingdom,  our  neighbours  know  we  could 

*  in  a  few  months  appear  in  the  field   with  our 
hundreds  of  thoufands  of  regular  troops  as  well 

*  as  they  •,  befides  an  irrefiftable  navy,  by  means 

*  of  which  we  could  carry  terror  and  defolation 

*  to  every  part   of  their  fea  coafts,   and  at  the 
'  fame  time  proted  our  own  from  any  infult. 

*  It  is  not  therefore,  Sir,  to  our  keeping  up  a 
'  large  body  of  regular  troops  in  time  of  peace, 
'  we  owe  any  part  of  that  refped:  we  may  have 
'  among  our  neighbours ;  it  is  to  our  naval 
'  power,  to  the  natural  bravery  of  our  men  in 
'  general,  and  to  our  government's  pofiefting  the 
'  hearts  of  their  fubjeds.  From  hence  it  is  we 
'  derive  our  ftrength,  from  hence  it  is  we  derive 
'  our  fecurity  ;  and  the  keeping  up  of  a  large 
'  body  of  regular  troops  in  time  of  peace,  will 
'  derogate  from  every  one  of  the  three.  It  will 
'  render  it  impoHible  for  us  to  keep  up  fuch  a 
'  naval  power  as  we  might  otherwife  do :  It 
'  will  propagate  a  fpirit  of  effeminacy  and  cow- 

*  ardice  among  all  thofe  who  are  not  of  the 
'  army  ;    and  it  will   always   contribute  towards 

*  rendering  our  government  hateful  to  the  people 
'-  in  general.  For  this  reafon  I  will  be  bold  to  fay, 
'  that  if  ever  any  of  our  maritime  counties  or  cities 
'  be  plundered  by  a  fmall  party  of  foreign  regu- 
'  lar  troops,  it  will  be  owing  to  our  keeping  up 
'  a  ftanding  army.    Confidering  the  extent  of  our 

*  coafts,  we  cannot  have  fo  much  as  one  regi- 

*  ment,    nor    half   a   regiment,    at    every    place 

*  where  a  fmall  party  may  land  ;    fuch  a  party 

*  may  therefore  plunder  and  lay  defolate  a  great 

'  part 
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*  part  of  the  country  before  any  of  our  regular 

*  troops  can  come  up  to  oppofe  them  *,  and  the 
'  effeminacy,  cowardice,  and  riches  of  the  inha- 
'  bitants,  will  inftigate  our  enemies  to  make 
'  many  fuch  attempts, 

'  I   am   really  very  much  furprized,    Sir,    to 

*  hear   it   fald,    we   have   felt   no   inconvenience 

*  from  our  army.     Is  not  the  great  debt  we  ftill 

*  owe,  and  the  many  taxes  we  ftill  pay,  in  a 
'  great  meafure  owing  to  our  keeping  up  fo  nu- 
'  merous  an  army  in  time  of  peace  ?   Can  it  be 

*  faid  that  the  quartering  of  foldiers  is  no  incon- 

*  venience  to  thofe  poor  people  who  are  fubjed: 

*  to  that  extraordinary  burden  ?   Is  it  not  a  very 

*  great  expence,  as  well  as  a  great  inconvenience 
'  to  every  publick  houfe  in  the  kingdom  ?  And 

*  can  we  imagine  our  foldiers  are  always  fo  civil 
'  in  their  quarters  as  never  to  be  guilty  of  any 
'  infolence  or  rude  piece  of  behaviour  ?  I  hope  the 

*  gentlemen  who  tell  us  fo,  will  forgive  me,  when 

*  I  wi(h  that  fome  of  them  could  be  metamorpho- 

*  (ed,  for  a  few  weeks  only,  into  a  country  inn- 
'  keeper  or  alehoufe-keeper,  with  a  hand  fome  wife, 
'  or  two  or  three  pretty  daughters,  whofe  virtue 
'  and  Avell-being   he  might  be  fuppofed  to  have 

*  fome   concern    for :    I   believe  fuch  gentlemen, 

*  upon  their  return  to  this  houfe,  would  Ihew  a 

*  little  more  fympathy  ;  I  believe  they  would  al- 

*  low  our  inn- keepers  and  alehoufe- keepers  might 
'  live  at  a  lefs  expence,  and  with  a  great  deal  of 

*  more  cafe  and  quiet,  if  they  had  no  fuch  in- 
'  mates,  or  not  fo  many,  as  they  are  now  gene- 
'  rally   plagued  with.     But  this  is  not  all :  Can 

*  any  gentleman  fay  our  liberties  can  never  be  in 
'  danger   from  a  ftanding  army  ?   Have  they  not 

*  once  already  been  overturned  by  a  parliamen- 
'  tary  army  ?  Our  regular  troops  are,  'tis  true,  at 
'  prefent  kept  up  by  our  authority,  but  are  we 
^  certain  our  authority  wild  hQ  fufficient  for  dif- 

C  4  *  banding 
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banding  them,  whenever  we  have  a  mind  ? 
Our  being  in  no  danger  from  his  prefent  Ma- 
jefty  fignifies  nothing  :  Under  a  good  King,  we 
ought  to  adopt  no  cuftom,  nor  make  any  pre- 
cedent, which  a  bad  one  may  make  a  bad 
ufe  of. 

'  Whatever  our  other  meafures  may  have  done, 
I  am  perfuaded,  Sir,  neither  the  late  preferva- 
tion  of  our  own  tranquillity,  nor  the  reftoratioii 
of  the  publick  tranquillity,  was  owing  to  the 
army  we  kept  up,  or  the  addition  we  made  to 
it.  As  to  our  ovm  tranquillity,  it  is  certain  our 
remaining  quiet,  was  the  utmoft  that  could  be 
hoped  for  by  thofe  who  began  the  war  :  Our 
not  joining  againft  them  was  the  greateft  favour 
they  could  expedt  from  us,  and  therefore  it 
would  have  been  ridiculous  in  them  to  have 
difturbed  our  tranquillity,  becaufe  it  would 
have  forced  us  to  join  againft  them.  And  as 
to  reftoring  the  tranquillity  of  Europe^  I  am 
fure  it  cannot  be  faid  to  have  been  reftored 
upon  the  footing  of  any  fcheme  or  plan  pro- 
pofed  by  his  Majefty :  I  am  fure  his  Majefty 
never  did,  nor  ever  would  propofe  to  add  fuch 
a  large  duchy  as  that  of  Lorain  to  the  domi- 
nions of  Francs.  On  the  contrary,  we  know 
the  peace  was  clapt  up  between  the  two  chief 
contending    powers    without    our    knowledge, 

without  our  advice  or  alTiftance  ;  and  I  wifh 
we  may  not  find  it  was  clapt  up  on  conditions 
which  may  prove  difagreeable  both  to  us  and 
our  allies. 

'  I  fhall  grant,  Sir,  that  t\-\t  fyftem  of  affairs 
"  in  Europe  feems  to  be  altered  by  the  late 
'  peace  *,  but  I  cannot  think  either  of  the  con- 
'  trading  parties  has  a  defign  of  making  any  im- 
•  mediate  incroachment  upon  us  or  any  of  our  al- 
'  lies.  If  they  had,  our  minifters  at  thofe  courts 
^  would  certainly  have  difcovered  fuch  ^  defign  : 

^  Their 
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'  Their  wifdom,    their   care,    and  their  penetra- 

'  tion,  are  fo  well  known,  it  is  not  pofTible  to 

'  fuppofe   fuch  a  defign  could  be  kept  concealed 

'  from  them ;  and  if  there  be  no  immediate  de- 

'  fign,  there  is  no  occafion  for  us  to  prepare  a- 

'  gainft  it :    On  the  contrary,  if  we  fufpedt  any 

'  diftant  views,    and  fuch  only,   if  our  minifters 

*  at  foreign  courts  have  done  their  duty,  we  can 
'  fufpefl,  we  ought  in  the  mean  time  to  fave  as 
'  much  as  pofTible,  in  order  that  v/e  may  be  the 
'  better  able  to  oppofe  fuch  defigns,  when  any 
'  attempts  fhall  be  made  for  carrying  them  into 
'  execution. 

'  But,  Sir,  if  we  can  fuppofe  any  alteration 
'  made  by  the  late  peace,  with  refpedl  to  the 
'  fyftem  of  affairs  in  Europe^  it  muft  be  occa- 
'  fioned  by  a  real  conjundion  and  thorough  union 
'  between  the  Emperor  and  France  :  It  muft  pro-  ' 
'  ceed  from  a  concert  between  thofe  two  poten- 

*  tates  for  prefcribing  rules  to  the  reft  of  Europe^ 
'  or  for  joining  together  in  order  to  make  in- 

*  croachments  upon  fome  of  their  neighbours  ; 
'  and  in  that  cafe  the  war  which  the  Mtifcovites 
'  are  already  engaged  in,  and  which  the  Emperor 
'  will  probably  be  very  foon  engaged  in,  againft 
'  the  Ttirks^  is  a  fort  of  pledge  for  fecuring  the 
'  tranquillity  of  the  reft  of  Europe  •,    becaufe  it 

*  will  prevent  the  Emperofs  being  in  a  capacity 

*  of  executing  his  part  of  any  fuch  concert. 
'  Then  again,  if  we  fuppofe  that  no  fuch  alte- 
'  ration  has  been  made  by  the  late  peace,  but 
'  that  France  may  take  that  opportunity,  as  fhe 

*  was  formerly  wont  to  do,  of  attacking  the  Em- 
'  per  or  or  fome  of  thofe  who,  according  to  the 
'  antient  fyftem,  are  his  natural  allies,   it  is  not 

*  the  firft  time  the  Emperor^  in  conjun6lion  with 
/*  his  allies,    has  fupported  fuccefsfully  a  war  a- 

'  gainft  the  Tiirks^  and  at  the  fame  time  fet 
^  bounds  to  the  ambition  of  France^  even  when 

^  he 
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*  he  had  not  the  Mufcovite  to  affill  him,  and 
'  at  a  time    when    we    had    no   fuch   numerous 

*  {landing  army  in  Britain  as  we  have  at  prefent, 

*  Thus,  let  the  cafe  be  which  way  it  will,  from 
'  the  prefent  ftate  of  affairs  in  Europe^  there  can 
^  be  no  good  argument  drawn  for  our  keeping 

*  up  a  numerous  ftanding  army  in  this  kingdom. 

'  Sir,  it  is  impoflible  to  imagine  or  exped  a 

*  time  when  all  the  princes  of  Europe   will  be 

*  not  only  in  profound  peace,  but  without  any 

*  views  or  defigns  of  making  incroachmcnts  upon 

*  one  another.     If  we  are  not  to  diminifh  our 

*  prefent  army  till  fuch  a  time  happens,  if  we  are 

*  not  to  pafs  the  river  till  it  runs  dry,  it  is  ridi- 

*  culous  ever  to  think  of  pafTmg,  or  to  exped  a 

*  diminution.     Againft  fecret  defigns  and  fudden 

*  invafions,  we  may  always  defend  ourfelves  by 

*  means  of  our  fleet  j  it  is  therefore  our  buiinefs 

*  to  keep  the  royal  navy  always  in  good  repair, 

*  to  keep  a  confiderable  number  of   feamen  al- 

*  ways  in  pay,    and  to  encourage  military  difci- 

*  pline  among   our  men  in  general ;    but   when 

*  we  ^e  ourklves  at  peace,  we  ought  always  to 

*  take  that  opportunity  to  eafe  ourfelves  of  the 
'  expence  of  maintaining  a  land  army.  Are  w^e 
"  to  keep  up  a  land  army  for  the  defence  of  our 
'  allies }  No,  Sir,  they  have  fortified  towns,  and 

*  numerous  garifons  to  defend  them  againft  any 

*  fudden  attack  ;  and  if  they  do  their  duty  to- 
*•  wards  themfelves,  if  they  keep  the  fortincati- 
'  ons  of  their  frontier  towns  in  good  repair,  and 
'  fuch  a  body  of  regular  troops  in  their  pay  as 

*  is    neceflary   for  defending  their    frontier,    we 

*  ifhall  always  ha  vis  time  to  raife  or  to  hire  an  army 

*  for  their  fupport,  before  they  can  be  brought 
'  into  any  great  dangtr. 

'^  1  am  forry  to  hear.  Sir,   there  is  fo  iwich 

*  difcontent,  'and  fo  many  tumults  in  the  nation  ; 
^  but  upon  fuch  an  otcalion  to  bring  his  Majefty's 

'  name. 


A.  1737.        DEBATES.  27 

*  name,  or  his  Majefty's  government,  into  que- 
'  ftion,  is  not  fair ;  I  muft  beg  leave  to  fay,   I 

*  do  not  think  it  altogether  decent.  The  King 
'  can  do  no  wrong,  but  his  Minifters  may.  I 
'  am  fure  there  is  no  man  in  the  kingdom  that 

*  ever  thought  himfelf  wronged  by  his  Majefty, 

*  but  I  (hall  not  fay  fo  much  with  refped  to  his 
'  Minifters.     Therefore,  if  there  be  any  difcon- 

*  tents    in   the   nation,    we   are  to   fuppofe  fuch 

*  difcontents  owing  to  the  meafures  purfued  by 
'  the   minifters   only ;    add   if   we  examine   the 

*  hiftory  of  this  nation  for  fome  years  paft,  we 

*  may  eafily  fee  how  they  have  been  raifed,  and 
'  to   what  they  are  chiefly  owing.     During  the 

*  late  great  war,  the  people  of  this  nation  were 
'  fubjeded  to  many  new  and  heavy  taxes,   and 

*  a  great  publick  debt  incurred.  Every  man  was 
'  then    fenfible    of   the   debt   contradled,    every 

*  man  then  felt  feverely  the  taxes  he  paid,   but 

*  every   nian   comforted    himfelf  that   in   a   few 

*  years   of  peace  the   debt  would  be  paid   off, 

*  and  moft  of  the  taxes  aboliftied.  We  have 
'  now  enjoyed  a  peace  of  twenty -five  years  ftand- 
'  ing,  and  yet  now  we  find  the  publick  debt  near 
'  as  large  as  it  was  at  the  end  of  the  war,  and 
'  all  the  taxes  but  one,  as  high  and  as  heavy  as 

*  they  were  in  any  time  of  the  war.  In  this 
'  long  trad  of  peaceable  times,  the  people  have 
'  not  felt  themfelves  relieved  from  any  one  tax, 

*  except  a  part  of  the  land  tax,  and  even  that 
'  tax  is  as  high  in  Brifain  now  in  time  of  peace, 
'  as  it  is  in  France  in  time  of  v/ar.  Thus  the 
*-  people  have  been  long  difappointed,  and  now 
'  at  laft  they  begin  to  defpair  of  ever  feeing 
'  themfelves    relieved   from    the   heavy  burdens 

*  they  groan  under.  There  may  be  feveral  o- 
'  ther  reafons,  there  are  fome  which  I  could 
'  mention,    but  this  is   the   chief  reafon  of   the 

*  difcontent's  being  fo  general,  as  I  am  afraid  it 

'  iss 
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'  Is  ;  and  I  am  fure  the  keeping  up  of  a  nume- 

*  rous  Handing  army  in  time  of  peace,  is  not  a 
'  proper  method  for  removing  this  caufe  of  dif- 

*  content.  By  fo  doing  we  may  keep  the  peo- 
'  pie  quiet,  or  knock  out  the  brains  of  thofe 
'  who  fhall  prefume  to  be  otherwife,  but  we 
'  fhall  never  remove  their  difcontents,  or  gain 
'  their  affecflions  ;  and  this  mud  be  done,  or  our 

*  government  muft  be  made  arbitrary  j  for  a  free 

*  government  cannot  be  fupported  but  by  having 

*  the  afFedions  of  the  generality  of  the  people. 

'  To  imagine.  Sir,  that  our  government  would 

*  be  in  any  danger  from  the  difbanded  foldiers 
'  joining  with  the  difcontented,    is  without  any 

*  foundation  •,  for  there  are  many  foldiers  would 
'  be  glad  to  be  difcharged,  there  are  many  of 
'  them  would  be  glad  to  return  to  their  former 
'  labour    and    induftry,     and    there    are     fome 

*  who  would  be  entitled  to  Chelfea-Hofpital ; 
^  of  thefe  there  are  not  perhaps  a  great  many,  for 
'  of  late  we  feem  to  have  taken  more  care  to 
Vmake   a  fine  figure  at  a  review,  than  a  brave 

*  Hand  in  a  field  of  battle  j  fo  that  we  have  not 
'  at  prefent  many  old  foldiers  in  our  army  ;  how- 
'  ever  there  are  fome,  and  they  would  be  glad  of 

*  being  put  upon  the  eftablifliment  of  Chelfea- 
'  Hojpital.  By  this  means  a  redudlion  might  be 
'  managed  fo  as  not  to  difcharge  a  man  who  did 
'  not  look  on  it  as  a  favour  \  and  furely  it  is  not 
'  to  be  fuppofed  that  thofe  men  who  had  juft  re« 
'*  ceived  a  favour  from   the  government  would 

*  join  with  any  party  againft  the  government ; 
'  nor  would  the  number  of  difciplined  foldiers  in 
'  the  kingdom  be  diminifhed  by  fuch  a  reduc- 
'  tion  •,  for,  as  the  officers  would  all  be  put  upon 
'  half  pay,  both  officers  and  foldiers  would  re- 
'  main  in  the  ifland,  and  would  be  ready  to  affifl 
*-  in  the  defence  of  their  country  againfl  any  inva- 
'  fion  or  infurredion. 
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'  I  hope.  Sir,  I  have  now  (liewn,  there  is  no 
'  force  in  any  of  the  arguments  made  ufe  of  for 

*  our  keeping  up  the  fame  number  of  forces  we 

*  had  laft  year,  nor  any  danger  to  be  apprehended 
'  from  a  redudion  -,  but  I  cannot  leave  this  fabject 

*  without  reprefenting  to  gentlemen  the  danger 
'  our  conftitution  is  expofed  to  by  keeping  up 
'  fuch  a  numerous  army.  Such  reprefentations 
'  have,  'tis  true,  often  been  made,  but  I  think 
'  they  ought  to  be  repeated  as  often  as  there  Is  aa 
'  occafion.  The  number  we  have  at  prefent, 
'  efpecially  confidering  how  eafily  and  how  foon 

*  they  may  be  increafed  to  double  the  number,  I 
'  will   be  bold  to  fay,  is  fufficient  for  trampling 

*  upon  the  liberties  of  this  nation ;  and  the  lon- 
'  ger  they  are  kept  up,  the  more  fufiiclent  will 
'  they  be  for  that  purpofe  ;  becaufe  the  people 

*  will  every  day  grow  lefs  apt  or  able  to  vindicate 
'  their  liberties,  and  our  army  will  every  day 
'  grow  the  more  cemented,  and  confequently  the 

*  more  fit  for  fuch  an  undertaking.     Oliver  Crom- 

*  well^    when  he   turned  every  member  of  this 

*  houfe  out  of  doors,    when  he  bid  one  of  his 

*  foldiers  take  away  that  fool's  bauble  our  mace^  as 
'  he  called  it,    had  not  a  much  more  numerous 

*  regular  army  than  we  have  at  prefent  on  foot ; 
'  and  though  the  army  under  King  James  11.  be- 
'  haved  in  a  more  honourable  manner,  yet  fuch  a 

*  behaviour  is  not  much  to  be  depended  on  -,  for 
^  I  am  convinced  even  that  army  would  not  have 

*  behaved  as  they  did,    if  the  difcontented  had 

*  not  had  an  army  to  repair  to  •,  or  if  proper  mea« 
'  fures  had  been  taken  to  garble  them  a  little  be- 
'  fore- hand. 

*  But,  Sir,  without  any  open  and  violent  attack 

*  upon  our  liberties,  like  that  made  by  Oliver 
'  Cromwell^    our  conftitution  may,   by  means  of 

*  our  army,  and  the  many  other  pofts  in  the  fole 

*  difpofal  of  the  King,   be  undermined,   and  at 

'  laft, 
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kft,    to   ufe    the    military   expreffion,    entirely 
blown  up.     It  may  come  to  be  laid  down  as  a 
maxim,  that  an  officer  or  foldier  ought  to  be  as 
obfervant  of  his  orders  in  this  houfe,  or  at  elec- 
tions, as  he  ought  to  be  in  a  camp  or  a  field  of 
battle ',  and  that  an  officer  Vv'ho  votes  at  an  elec- 
tion, or  in  this  houfe,  contrary  to  the  directions 
of  the  Prime  Minifter  for  the  time  being,   de- 
ferves  as  much  to  be  cafliiered,  as  he  who  neg- 
leds  his  duty  in  the  field,  or  deferts  his  colours 
in  the  day  of  danger.     Nay   it  may  happen, 
that  the  making  of  a  proper  intereft  at  eledlions, 
or  the  giving  of  a  right  vote  in  the  houfe  of 
Commons,    fhall  be  deemed  the  only  fervice, 
the  only  merit,   worthy  of  preferment  in  the 
army  ;  and  confidering  how  many  officers  are  in 
Parliament,  confidering  how  many  muft  always 
be  in  Parliament  as  long  a§  we  keep  up  the 
fame  number  of  forces  we  have  at  prefent,  I 
may  venture  to  fay  that,  if  fuch  maxims  (hould 
be  eftabliihed  and  purfued,  it  would  be  in  the 
power  even  of  the  moft  wicked   Minifter,    to 
have  always  a  majority  at  his  command  in  both 
houfes  of  Parliament.     In  which  cafe  our  Par- 
liaments, like  the  Senate  of  Rome  under  their 
Emperors,  or  the  prefent  aflemblies  of  the  ftates 
in  moft  of  our  neighbouring  kingdoms,  would 
ferve  only  for  giving  countenance  to  the  fchemes 
of  our  Minifters,  and  for  rendering  them  more 
bold  in  their  oppreffions. 

*  At  prefent,  Sir,  we  have  great  reafon,  we 
have  more  reafon  than  ufual,  for  being  afraid 
of  fuch  maxims.  Several  officers  have  been 
lately  removed  from  their  commands  in  the  ar- 
my ;  officers  of  almoft  every  rank  and  ftation, 
and  officers  who  could  not  be  accufed  of  any 
negledt  or  contumacy  in  their  military  duty  ;  for 
this  reafon  the  world  has  great  reafon  to  believe, 
•  fince  we  know  of  none  other,  that  they  were 

*  removed 
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'  removed  for  fome  negled  or  contumacy  in  that 

*  which  with  refpedl  to  fuch  maxims  may  be  called 
'  their  parliamentary  duty. 

*  They  had  the  misfortune  to  differ  from  fome 

*  gentlemen  in  their  fentiments,  and  they  had  the 

*  honour  to  declare  their  fentiments  freely,   and 

*  to  vote  accordingly  in  Parliament ;  foon  after 

*  this  they  were  removed  from  every  poft  they 

*  had  in  the  army,  without  any  caufe  ailigned : 

*  What  can  the  world  think  of  fuch  removes  ? 

*  I  am  fure  every  man  without  doors  will  think  it 
'  was  becaufe  they  voted  according  as  their  con- 

*  fcience  and  their  honour  direded  them  in  Parlia- 

*  ment  •,  and  I  am  fure  every  gentleman  of  this 

*  houfe  who  thinks  fo,  muft  join  with  me  in  opi- 
^  nion,  that  it  is  now  high  time  to  think  of  re- 

*  ducing  our  army,  and  of  putting  the  military 
'  force  of  the  kingdom  upon  fome  footing  very 

*  different  from  what  it  has  been  upon  for  many 

*  years  paft.     It  is  now  the  very  beginning  of  a 

*  feffion  :  If  we  now  refolve  upon  a  redudlion, 
^  we  may  have  time  to  contrive  and  pafs  a  bill  for 
'  regulating  our  militia  fo  as  to  make  it  ufeful ;  but 

*  if  we  fhould  now  refolve  upon  continuing  the  fame 

*  number  of  regular  forces,  I  am  fure  no  gentle- 

*  man  can  expert  a  proper  concurrence  or  afTiflance 

*  in  any  fuch  defign,  and  therefore  I  am  fure  no 

*  gentleman  will  venture  to  propofe  any  fchemes 

*  for  that  purpofe  j  for  many  objedions  may  be 

*  made  againft  the  beft  fcheme  that  can  be  pro- 

*  pofed,  and  thofe  who  have  not  a  mind  to  a- 

*  gree  to  any  fcheme,    will  always   pretend   to 

*  think  the  objedions  unanfwerable  ;  fo  that  un- 

*  lefs  the  queftion  for  a  redudlion,  at  a  time  of  fo 

*  profound  a  tranquillity,    be  approved  by  a  ma- 

*  jority  of  this  houfe,  no  man  can  exped  the  ap- 

*  probation  of  the  majority  to  any  fcheme  he  can 

*  propofe ;  and  no  man  will  chufe  to  propofe  a 

*  fcheme  which  he  is  fure  will  be  rejeded. 

3  ^  From 
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*^  From  v/hat  I  have  faid.  Sir,  I  think  it  will 

*  appear,  that  the  queftion  now  before  us  is  not, 
'  Whether  we  fhali  keep  up  the  fame  number  of 
'  regular  forces,  and  continue  to  negled  our  mili- 
'  tia,  for  one  year  longer  ?   No,  Sir,  the  queftion 

*  now   is.    Whether  we  (hall  keep  up  the  fame 

*  number  of  mercenary  troops,  and  continue  to 

*  negled:  our  militia,  for  ever  ?  This,  Sir,  is  truly 

*  the  queftion  now  before  us,  and  I  leave  it  to 

*  every  gentleman  who  has  a  regard  for  the  con- 
'  ftitution,  or  for  the  liberties  of  the  people,  or 

*  for  the  honour  and  fafety  of  his  native  country, 
'  to  confider  what  may  be  the  confequences  of 

*  his  agreeing  to  fuch  a  queftion  ?  For  my  own 
'  part,  I  have  done  my  duty,  and  if  I  ftiould  fee 
'  our  happy  conftitution  overturned,  and  the  li- 
'  berties  of   the  people  deftroyed ;    if  I   ftiould 

*  fee  our  maritime  cities  and  towns  plundered, 
'  and  the  honour  of  the  nation  expofed  by  that 
'  fpirit  of  efl^eminacy  and  cowardice  which  will 

*  foon  prevail  among  all  thofe  who  are  not  of  our 

*  army,  and  perhaps  at  laft  among  them  likewife, 

*  I  ftiall  at  leaft  have  this  comfort  left,  that  I 

*  warned  my  countrymen  of  their  danger.* 

The  Reply  was  to  the  eff^ed  as  follows,  viz. 

Reply.  <  Sir,  I  ftiould  be  extreamly  glad  to  hear  a  me- 

*  thod  propofed  by  which  we  could  provide  for 

*  our  fafety  both  at  home  and  abroad,   without 

*  keeping  any  troops  in  our  pay  \  but  the  honour- 
'  able  gentlemen  who  now  feem  to  be  for  a  reduc- 
'  tion,    though   they    have   told    us  our  neigh- 

*  bours  keep  up  their  regular  troops  only  for  fup- 

*  porting  their  arbitrary  power,  and  though  they 

*  have  talked  a  great  deal  of  the  militia,  yet  they 

*  have  propofed  no  fcheme  for  making  the  militia 

*  of  this  kingdom  ufeful,  nor  have  they  ftiewed 

*  us  any  method  by  which  we  can  defend  our- 
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felves  again  ft  the  regular  troops  kept  up  by  our 
neighbours,  unlefs  it  be  by  keeping  up  fome 
of  our  own.  What  reafons  our  neighbours 
may  have  for  keeping  up  fuch  large  bodies  of 
regular  troops  as  they  do  ?  or,  whether  the  mi- 
litia of  this  country,  or  any  country,  may  be  fo 
well  difciplined  as  to  be  made  equal  to  regular 
troops  ?  are  queftions  which  I  do  not  think 
very  material  at  prefent  \  becaufe,  'tis  certain 
every  one  of  our  neighbours  do  keep  up  large 
bodies  of  regular  troops,  and  it  is  as  certain 
that  our  militia,  according  to  their  prefent  regu- 
lation, would  be  of  no  ufe  for  defending  us  a- 
gainft  fuch  troops  ;  therefore  till  our  militia  are 
made  ufeful,  till  they  are  fo  well  difciplined  as 
to  be  able  to  defend  us  again  ft  regular  troops, 
we  can  put  no  truft  in  them,  we  muft  keep  up 
a  fufficient  body  of  regular  forces  \  and  as  foon 
as  I  fee  fuch  a  militia  in  this  kingdom  as  may  be 
fafely  intrufted  with  the  defence  of  the  king- 
dom, I  fhall  then  moft  readily  agree  to  the 
difbaiiding  of  every  regiment  we  have  in  our 
fcrvice. 

'  But,  Sir,  though  I  wifti  as  much  as  any  gen- 
tleman in  this  houfe,  our  militia  could  be  made 
as  good  as  regular  troops,  yet  I  muft  fay  it  is 
my  opinion,  that  the  thing  is  impoflible.  There 
is  nothing,  Pm  afraid,  but  neceflity  or  pay,  can 
make  men  be  at  the  trouble  and  fatigue  of  train- 
ing themfelves  up  to  the  ufe  of  arms  and  mili- 
tary difcipline  -,  and  as  the  people  of  this  nation 
are  not  now  under  any  neceiTity  of  fo  doing,  I  do 
not  think  you  can  ever  get  any  number  of  them 
to  fubmit  to  fuch  difcipline,  unlefs  you  pay 
them  for  the  trouble  they  are  at,  and  for  that 
part  of  their  time  at  leaft  which  they  employ  in 
that  way.  By  neceffity  I  mean  that  natural  ne- 
cefTity  which  men  are  brought  under  by  the 
circumftances  of  the  country   they  live  in.     In 
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*  former  ages  all  Europe  was  divided  into  a  great 
'  number  of  little  ftates  or  principalities,  each  of 
^  whom  was  in  fome  manner  independent,  and 

*  therefore  they  were  often  making  inroads  upon, 
'  and  plundering  one  another:  Many  of  thefe 
'  little  principalities  were  often  united  under  one 

*  king  or  governor  -,    but  each  of  them  had   fo 

*  much  power  within  himfelf,  and  was  fo  inde- 
"^  pendent  of  the  chief  governor,  that  their  quar- 
'  rels  were  oftner  decided  by  the  fword  than  by 

*  the  laws  of  their  country  -,  therefore  every  man 

*  was  under  perpetual  apprehenlions,  and  often 
^  obliged  to  defend  his  property  by  his  fword  : 
'  This  laid  every  man  under  an  immediate  necefli- 
^  ty  of  accuftoming  himfeif  to  the  ufe  of  arms 

*  and  military  exercifes  ;  and  indeed  moft  of  them 

*  neither  thought  of,  nor  pradifed  much  of  any 

*  other  fort  of  employment.     But  ever  fince  Eu- 

*  rope  has  been  reduced  under  the  dominion  of  a 

*  few  powerful  potentates,  the  people  live  in  fe- 
'  curity  ;  thofe  of  the  fame  kingdom  or  ftate  have 
'  their  differences  decided  by  the  law,  and  the 

*  differences  that  arife  between  two  great  fove- 

*  reign  ftates  are  oftner  decided  by  treaty  than  by 

*  the  fword  •,  therefore  the  generality  of  the  peo- 
'  pie  in  each  ftate  being  free  from  thofe  appre- 
'  henfions    their    anceftors   were  perpetually  un- 

*  der,  have  long  fmce  negledted  the  ufe  of  arms, 
'  and  have  applied  themfelves  to  arts  and  In- 
'  duftry ;  but  this  general  negled  of  martial  dif- 
'  cipline  has  made  it  neceftary  in  each  country  to 

*  keep  up  a  body  of  regular  troops ;  and  this  is 
'  the  true  and.  the  natural  reafon,  for  introducing 
'  that  cuftom  in  every  kingdom  and  ftate  now  In 
'  Europe.      The  fupporting    of   arbitrary    power 

*  cannot  be  the  reafon  in  every  one  of  them,  be- 
'  caufe  regular  troops  are  kept  up  in  all  the  free 

*  ftates  of  Europe.,  as  well  as  in  thofe  where  arbi- 

*  trary  power  has  been  eftablifhed. 

2  Mn 


A.  1737.        DEBATES. 

<  In  this  country.  Sir,  the  people  live  m  the 
fame  fecurity  with  thoie  of  any  other  country  in 
Europe^  and  for  the  fame  reafon  the  generality  of 
them  have  neglcded,  and  will  always  negled  to 
train  themfelves  up  to  v/ar.  They  are  now  un- 
der no  natural  necefTity  of  fludying  or  pradlifmg 
that  art  \  and  if  you  ihould  pretend  to  lay  them 
under  a  legal  neceffity,  I  am  afraid  you  will  find 
it  impradicable.  Such  a  law,  or  fuch  a  fcheme, 
may  appear  extreamly  eafy  in  fpeculation  ;  but 
I  am  convinced  v/hen  you  come  to  the  execu- 
tion, you'll  meet  with  infurmountable  difficul- 
ties. Let  us  ccnfider,  Sir,  that  for  keeping  the 
militia  always  well  difciplined,  you  muft  have 
them  out  at  leaft  twice  a  week  to  learn  or  to 
pradlife  their  exercifes.  If  you  fhould  make 
Sunday  one  of  the  days,  you  may  depend  on 
it  many  of  the  clergy,  of  all  fe6ts  and  perfua- 
fions,  would  look  upon  it  as  an  incroachment 
upon  them,  and  would  therefore  preach  againft 
it  *,  from  whence  many  of  your  people  would 
refufe  to  obey  fuch  a  law  out  of  a  fcruple  of 
confcience  ;  fo  that  we  might  perhaps  have 
martyrs  for  keeping  holy  the  Lord's  day,  which 
might  at  laft  produce  a  religious  civil  war  in  the 
kingdom.  Two  days  out  of  fix  is  what  no  la- 
bouring man  can  fpare  -,  nay  even  one  day  out 
of  fix,  to  be  fpent  in  military  exercife,  without 
any  pay,  would  be  hard  upon  a  poor  labouring 
man  who  had  a  family  to  provide  for  :  It  would 
be  a  tax,  and  a  fevere  tax  too,  upon  every  la- 
bouring man,  and  every  m^n  of  bufinefs  in  the 
kingdom.  Their  time  is  their  eftate,  and 
therefore  it  would  be  taking  one  fixth  part 
of  their  eftate  from  them,  which,  confidering 
how  low  cur  eftates  are  rated  to  the  land  tax, 
would  be  near  eq'::al  to  fix  fiiillings  in  the  pound 
upon  land.  For  this  reafon  ail  the  labouring 
men,  and  all  the  men  of  bufinefs  in  the  king- 
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dom,  would  think  it  a  great  grievance,  to  be 
obliged  to  fpend  one  day  of  the  week,  befides 
Sunday,  at  their  military  exercifes  j  and  what 
would  our  landed  gentlemen,  and  our  rich  mer- 
chants and  {hop-keepers  think,  what  would 
thofe  gentlemen  of  this  houfe  v;ho  now 
feem  to  be  fo  fond  of  a  well  difciplined  mili- 
tia, think  of  being  obliged  to  get  up  two  days 
of  the  week,  at  five  or  fix  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing, wet  or  dry,  to  take  a  mufket  upon  their 
fhoulder,  and  to  fpend  the  whole  day  in  painful 
exercife  and  fatigue  ?  It  would  therefore,  I  be- 
lieve, be  impofTible  to  oblige  all  the  men  of  the 
kingdom  to  lifl  themfelves  in  the  militia,  and  it 
would  be  unjufl  to  oblige  a  few  only,  unlefs 
you  paid  them  for  that  extraordinary  fervice. 
'  Gentlemen  m.ay  talk.  Sir,  of  making  the 
people  ufe  military  exercifes  by  way  of  a  diver- 
fion  •,  but  'tis  certain  the  people  will  always 
chufe  their  diverlions  -,  if  you  eflablifh  any  di- 
verfion  by  a  law,  it  becomes  a  duty,  and  ceafes 
to  be  a  diverfion :  The  people  will  then  look 
upon  it  as  a  bufinefs,  and  mofl  of  them  will 
think  it  hard  they  fhould  be  obliged  to  employ 
two  feventh  parts,  or  one  fixth  part  of  their 
time,  in  learning  and  pradlifing  a  bufinefs,  which 
they  can  never  propofe  to  get  any  thing  by, 
which  they  may  never  fo  much  as  once  in  their 
whole  lives  have  occafion  to  follow  in  a  ferious 
manner.  Befides,  Sir,  no  man  that  minds  his 
real  buiinefs  or  occupation,  repairs  to  any  di- 
verfion till  his  bufinefs  be  over,  therefore  no 
man  has  any  fet  and  unalterable  time  for  his  di- 
verfion ;  even  Sunday  itfelf  is  often  incroached 
on,  is  allowed  to  be  incroached  on,  when  ne- 
cefTary  bufinefs  requires.  If  you  appointed  one 
or  two  certain  days  every  week  for  military 
exercife,  which  would  be  abfolutely  neceffary, 
fuch  appointment  would    often  interfere  with 

'  peo" 


A.  1737.  DEBATES. 

'  peoples  other  affairs,  with  thofe  affairs  by  which 

*  they  are  to  get  tl^ir  bread,  or  provide  for  their 

*  families  ;  and  if  you  fent  them  to  their  officers 
'  for  leave  of  abfence,  the  obtaining  of  fuch  leave 
'  would  probably  become  a  tax  upon  every  man 
'  that  had  occafion  for  it,  and  the  tax  would  rife 
'  in  proportion  to  his  ability  and  the  urgency  of 
'  his  bufinefs.  We  may  from  hence  fee,  it  is  im- 
'  poffible  to  eflablifli  military  exercife  as  a  diver- 
'  fion  :  The  attempting  to  enforce  any  fuch  thing 
'  by  a  lav/,  would  raife  a  moft  general  difcontent 
'  and  murmuring,  and  would  confequently  expofe 
'  our  prefent  happy  eftablifliment  to  greater  dan- 
'  ger,  than  it  can  ever  be  expo  fed  to  by  keeping 
'  up  a  fmall  regular  army,  and  leaving  the  reft  of 

*  the  people  to  purfue  fome  induftrious  art  or  em- 
'  ployment,  or  to  follow  fuch  lawful  diverfions  as 
'  they  themfelves  fhall  chufe,  without  any  lett  or 
'  difturbance. 

'  For  thefe  and  many  other  reafons,  I  am  of 

'  opinion,  it  is  impoffible  to  contrive  any  pra(51:i- 

'  cable  fcheme  for  rendering  our  militia  equal  to 

'  regular  troops  •,  and  therefore,  while  we  are  fur- 

^  rounded  v\rith  neighbours  who  keep  vaft  armies 

'  of  regular  troops  continually  on  foot,    I   muft 

'  think   it  abfolutely  neceflary  for  us  to  keep  up 

'  fome  regular  troops  of  our  own,  for  defending 

'  our  coafts  and  maritime  cities  from  fecret  and 

'  fudden   invafions  ;    and   coniidering  the  exten- 

'  fivenefs  of  our  fea  coaft,  and  the  prefent  unfet- 

'  tied  ftate  of  affairs  in  Europe^  I  cannot  think  a 

'  lefs  number  fufficient  than  that  we  have  now  on 

^  foot.     But,  Sir,  whatever  may  be  faid,  v/hat- 

'  ever  can  be  faid,  in  favour  of  a  well  difciplined 

'  militia,    can  be  no  argument  for  a  prefent  re- 

'  dudlion  of  our  regular  forces ;  becaufe  no  man 

*  can  fay  our  militia  is  nov/  under  any  tolera- 
'  ble  fort  of  difcipline,  or  that  they  are  fuch  a  mi- 
^  litary  force  upon  which  our  government  can  de- 
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pend,  either  for  its  own  fupport,,  or  for  the 
protedtion  of  the  people  -,  and  I  muft  think  it 
would  be  a  fort  of  madnefs  to  give  up  that,  or 
any  neceifary  part  of  that  upon  which  on- 
ly we  can  now  depend  for  our  fafety  and  pro- 
tedion,  till  we  have  provided  fomething  in  its 
ftead,  upon  which  we  may  Vv'ith  fome  reafon  de- 
pend for  our  fecurity,  at  leaft  againft  foreign  in- 
vafions. 

'  I  am  fo  far  from  being  of  opinion,  our  regu- 
lar army  tends  to  deprefs  the  natural  courage  or 
the  fpirit  of  the  reft  of  our  fabjecls,  that  I  am 
convinced  a  regular  army  of  natives,  well  cloath- 
ed,  well  paid,  and  kept  under  an  exa6l  difci- 
pline,  will  in  every  country  tend  to  raife  the 
fpirit  of  the  people,  and  to  make  their  men 
in  general  affe6t  to  imitate  that  courage,  that 
regularity  of  manners,  and  that  difcipline,  by 
which  they  fee  fo  many  of  their  countrymen, 
perhaps  their  relations,  rife  to  honour  and  pre- 
ferment ;  for  if  an  army  be  kept  under  proper 
difcipline,  and  preferments  juftly  difpofed  of, 
a  regular  and  virtuous  behaviour  in  private 
life,  as  well  as  an  exa(^t  performance  of  his  duty 
as  a  foldier,  will  always  be  made  neceflary  for 
intitling  a  man  to  preferment  in  the  army  ;  and 
if  the  youth  and  high-mettled  of  every  country 
are  apt  to  keep  company  with,  and  imitate  the 
foidiers,  an  army,  under  a  right  government, 
v/ill  always  be  of  greater  ufe  towards  eftablifning 
virtue  and  morality  among  the  people  in  gene- 
ral, than  any  other  fet  of  men,  not  excepting 
even  the  clergy,  can  be.  Indeed,  if  your  go- 
vernment be  in  vicious  hands,  if  favours  and 
preferrntntn  in  the  army  be  diitributed  only  to 
the  lewd,  the  debauched,  and  the  profligate, 
your  army,  like  every  other  (tt  of  men  who 
depend  upon  fuch  a  government,  will  contri- 
bute towards  corrupdng  the  morals  of  the  peo- 
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*  pie,  and  under  fuch  a  government  the  militia 
'  would  do  the  fame  ;  for  preferment  in  the  mi- 
'  litla,  as  well  as  in  the  army,  muft  always  de- 
'  pend  upon  the  government. 

*  Liberty,  Sir,   does  not  depend,   it  never  did 

'  depend  upon  the  government's  having  or  not 

'  having  a  regular  army  in  their  pay.     The  liber- 

'  ties    of  a    people    muft  always   depend    upon 

'  their  virtue.     The  armies  of  a  virtuous  people 

'  will  protedt  their  liberties  ;  and  a  luxurious,  vi- 

*  cious  people  will  fell  them  to  the  firft  purchafer, 
'  whether  they  have  a  ftanding  army  or  no.  The 
'  Romans  had  great  ftanding  armies  long  before 
'  they  loft  their  liberties.  While  the  people  pre- 
'  ferved  any  degree  of  virtue,  thofe  armies  pre- 
'  ferved  their  liberties;  but  when  the  people  began 
'  to  fell  themfelves  to  the  leaders  of  their  feveral 
'  faiflions,  without  ^ny  regard  to  virtue  or  the  good 

*  of  the  publick,  their  armies  followed  their  exam-. 
'  pie,  they  fold  themfelves  to  their  refpedive  ge- 
'  nerals,  and  feveral  of  thofe  generals,  in  their 
'  turn,  and  according  to  the  fate  of  war,  became  ma> 
'  fters  of  the  republick  •,  for  the  difpute  between 
'  Porapey  and  Julius  C^far  was  not  about  the  li- 
'  berties  of  the  people,  but  about  the  dominion 
'  over  the  people.  We  have  now  feveral  free  ftates 
'  in  Europe  who  keep  up,  who  have  long  kept  up 
^  numerous  ftanding  armies.  In  Holland,  in  Vcr 
'  ;//V<?,  in  Poland,  they  keep  up  ftanding  armies, 
'  without  thinking  their  liberties  can  from  thence 
'  be  in  any  danger.  In  Sweden  it  was  their  army 
'  that  reftored  their  liberties  ;  and  in  this  country 
'  it  was  our  army  that  reftored  our  liberties  in 
'  the  reign  of  King  Charles  II.  and  it  was  our  ar- 
'  my  that  prefer ved  them  in  the  reign  of  his  bro- 
'  ther  King  James,  In  all  countries  the  army 
'  will  follow  the  general  bent  of  the  people  from 
'-  whence  they  are  drawn,  and  if  the  general 
^  bent  of  the  people  be  towards  flaverv,  they  will 
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do  as  they  did  fometime  fince  in  Denmark^  they 
will  make  a  free  gift  of  their  liberties  :  Then^ 
indeed,  an  army  may  be  fo  modelled,  as  to 
prevent  the  people's  refuming  the  grant  they 
have  made  ;  but  fuch  an  army  muft  not  be  an 
army  like  ours,  it  muft  not  be  an  army  whofe 
very  exiftence  depends  upon  the  annual  confent 
of  the  people,  and  whofe  pay  depends  upon 
the  grants  annually  made  by  a  Parliament.  In 
this  country  I  hope  the  general  bent  of  the  peo- 
ple is  no  way  inclined  towards  flavery,  I  am 
fure  feme  gentlemen  have  loft  a  great  deal  of 
pains  if  it  is  ;  and  if  there  be  a  fpirit  of  virtue 
and  liberty  among  the  people,  the  fame  fpirit 
muft  prevail  in  our  army,  which  is  drawn 
from  the  people,  and  commanded  by  fome  of 
the  beft  of  the  people  •,  therefore  it  can  never  be 
fuppofed  our  army  will  countenance  or  fupport 
any  meafures  that  may  tend  tov/ards  eftabl idling 
arbitrary  power. 

'  Sir,  the  foldiers  of  our  army  are  as  free  as 
any  other  of  our  fubjeds.  They  are  go- 
verned by  the  laws  of  the  kingdom,  as  all 
other  fubjefts  are.  There  is,  'tis  true,  one 
law  which  relates  particularly  to  them ;  but 
that  law  is  fixed  and  certain,  and  publickly 
known  ;  a  foldier  from  thence  knows  his  duty, 
and  if  he  behaves  like  a  good  fubjec5t,  and  does 
his  duty  as  a  foldier,  he  can  be  fubjeAed  to  no 
punilhment  j  he  is  not  under  the  arbitrary  will 
and  pleafure  of  any  man  in  the  kingdom,  no 
not  even  of  the  King  himfelf.     Our  foldiers  are 

•  not,  nor  can  they  fuppofe  themfelves  a  body  of 
'  men  different  from  the  reft  of  the  people,  on 

•  account  of  their  being  fubjedl  to  a  law  which 
'  relates  to  them  only.  Every  corporation,  every 
■  fociety,  almoft  every  fort  of  tradefmen  in  the 

•  kingdom,  have  the  fame  reafon  to  think  tliem- 
'  felves  a  body  of  men  different  from  the  reft  oi" 
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the  people  •,  for  every  one  of  them  are  fubje(fb 
to  fome  laws  which  relate  only  to  the  particular 
corporation  or  fociety  of  which  they  are  mem- 
bers, or  to  the  particular  trade  or  profefTion  they 
are  of.  Our  militia  are  In  the  fame  circumftan- 
ces  ;  they  are  already  fubjedt  to  a  law  which  re- 
lates to  them  only  ;  and  whatever  new  laws 
you  may  make  for  regulating  our  militia,  I  hope 
you  would  not  take  the  command  or  the  power 
over  them  out  of  the  hands  of  the  crown  ♦,  for 
fuch  a  regulation  I  fhould  look  on  as  a  total  fub- 
verfion  of  our  prefent  happy  conflitution.  I 
can  therefore  fee  no  reafon  why  we  fhould  think 
our  liberties  in  greater  danger  from  a  ftanding, 
regular  army,  than  from  a  well  difciplined  mili- 
tia: I  am  fure  it  is  as  much  the  intereft  both 
of  the  officers  and  foldiers  of  our  army  to  pre- 
ferve  our  conflitution,  as  it  can  be  of  any  fet  of 
men  in  the  kingdom.  The  behaviour  of  the 
army  under  Oliver  Cromwell  can  be  no  argument 
againft  our  prefent  army  :  Our  conftitution  was 
then  overturned  ;  a  fet  of  men  who  had  got 
into  this  houfe,  had  murdered  their  King,  liad 
annihilated  the  other  houfe,  had  excluded  even 
from  this  houfe  every  man  who  would  not  joiti 
with  them  in  all  their  meafures,  and  by  thefe 
means  had  aflumed  to  themfelves  an  arbitrary 
pov/er  :  In  fuch  circumftances  the  officers  of 
the  army  thought  they  had  as  good  a  title  to 
take  the  government  of  the  nation  to  them- 
felves, as  to  leave  both  the  nation  and  them- 
felves under  the  abfolute  power  of  any  fet  of 
private  men  in  the  kingdom  -,  and  what  was  the 
confequence  ?  That  very  army,  as  foon  as  they 
could  find  an  opportunity,  reftored  our  conflitu- 
tion. 

'  Arts  and  fciences.  Sir,  are  the  certain  pro- 
dud  of  liberty  and  fecurity,  and  ignorance  and 
idlenefs  are  as  certainly  the  produd  of  flavery 

'  or 
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'  or  a  date  of  war.     The  fecurity  of  the  people 

*  being  once  eftabllfhed,  it  may  for  fome  time  be 

*  preferved  without  any  regular  troops ;  but  that 

*  fecurity  makes  them  negled  to  train  themfelves 

*  up  to  the  art  of  war,  and  then  a  (landing  army 

*  becomes  necefTary  for  their  defence  ;  efpecially 

*  if  their  neighbours  are  provided  with  great  num- 
'  bers  of  regul^.r  troops.  This  is  the  natural  courfe 

*  of  things  ',  it  is,  1  believe,  impoflible  to  alter  it 
'  by  any  regulation.  The  fecurity  of  the  people 
'  of  this  kingdom  was  eftabliihed,  and  arts  and 

*  fciences  began  to  iiouriih,    before  we  had   any 

*  {landing  armyj  but  a  total  negie6t  of  military 

*  difcipline  was  not  then  fo  general  as  it  is  now, 

*  nor  were  our  neighbours  provided  with  fuch  nu- 
'  merous  bodies  of  regular  forces  •,  therefore  it 
'  might  then  be  poffible  to  preferve  the  fecurity  of 

*  the  people  without  a  ftanding  army,  and  yet 
*•  now  the  cafe  may  be,    and   I   think  is,    quite 

*  otherwife.     Our  neighbours  are  fully  fendble  of 

*  the  great  negled  of  arms   and    military   difci- 

*  pline  am.ong  the  generality  of  the  people  of  this 
'  kingdom  :  They  know  how  much  fuperior  their 

*  regular  troops  are  to  your  militia ;  and  if  you 

*  had  no  Handing  army  they  would  be  ready  to 
'  infult  you,  to  invade  you,  upon  every  occafionj 
'  therefore  to  protedl  the  people  againfl  foreign 

*  invafions,  a  fmall  number  of  regular  forces  is 
'  abfolutely  neceflary,  and  I  do  not  think  it  can 
'  be  lefs  than  it  is  at  prefent. 

^  Then,  Sir,  with  refpeft   to  infurredlions  and 

'  civil  commotions,    v/e  may  know   from  expe- 

'  rience,  and  from  late  experience  too,  how  rea- 

'  dy  a  factious  party  are  to  fly  to  arms,   tho'  they 

'  are  certain  of  the  ir.ajority  of  the  people's  be- 

'  ing  again  ft  them  *,  for  the  battle  is  not  alvv'ays 

*  to  the  fcrong,  nor  is  vidory  chained  to  the  moft 

*  numerous  army.'  In  the  kite  rebellion,  I  hope 
'  it  will  not  be  faid  the  majority  of  the  people 

'  were 
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'  were  on  the  fide  of  the  rebels,  and  much  lefs 

*  can  it  be  faid  the  majority  of  the  people  had  any 

*  inclination  or  occafion  to   fly  to  arms  for  their 

*  relief  or  prefervation  *,  yet  that  faftion  flew  to 
'  arms  without  any  juft  provocation,  depending 

*  for   fuccefs  upon  the  fmall  number  of  regular 

*  troops  we  had  then  in  our  pay  -,  and  if  it  had 

*  not  been  for  that  number  of  regular  troops, 

*  fmall  as  it  was,  thofe  fadious  rebels  might  pro- 

*  bably  have  overturned  our  government,  and 
'  v^ith  it,  our  liberties.  The  cafe  will  always  be 
^  the  fame,  Sir,  when  you  reduce  your  army  too 
'  low,  feme  fadion  or  another  will  fly  to  arms, 

*  and  in  thefe  feveral  bloody  contefts,  our  confl:!- 

*  tution  and  liberties  will  probably  at  laft  be 
^  made  a  facrifice ;  for  though  a  fl:ate  of  perpetual 
'  difcord  and  civil  war  may  perhaps  be  better 
^  than  a  ftate  of  abjedt  flavery,  yet  we  find  in 
'  mofl:  countries  the  people  have  at  laft  chofe  to 
'  fubmit  to  arbitrary  power,  rather  than  to  conti- 
'  nue  under,  or  renew  the  m.iferies  of  a  civil  war. 

*  Queen  Elizaheih^  'tis  true,  had  great  reafon  to 
'  dread  infurredlions  and  convulfions  at  the  begin- 
'  ning  of  her  reign :  She  altered  the  religion  fhe 
'  found   by  law  eftablifhed,   and  fhe  had  a  Pre- 

*  tender  to  her  crow^n  of  that  very  religion  ;  but 
'  the  religion  which  was  then  eftablifhed  by  law, 
'  was  far  from  being  eftablifhed  in  the  hearts  of 
'  the  majority  of  her  people  ;  and  her  eftabliftiing 
'  by  a  new  law,  that  religion  which  was  before 
'  eftablifhed  in  their  hearts,  gained  her  not  only 
'  the  hearts,  the  hands,  and  the  purfes,  of  the 
'  majority  of  her  people,  but  proved  her  great 
'  and  her  chief  fecurity  againft  the  Pretender  to 
'  her  crov/n.  This  fecured  the  peace  of  the  na- 
'  tion  at  home,  and  none  of  her  neighbours  hav- 
'  ing  then  any  great  number  of  regular  forces 
'  in  their  pay,  it  was  not  neceffary  for  her  to 
'  keep  up  a  ftanding  army,  for  fecuring  her  peo- 

'  pie 
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pie  againft  foreign  invafions.  His  prefent  Ma- 
jefty  will,  I  hope,  upon  every  occafion  find  he 
has  the  hearts,  the  hands,  and  the  purfes  of  the 
majority  of  the  people  at  his  command  ;  I  am 
fure  he  has  through  his  whole  reign  highly  de- 
ferved  it ;  but  it  cannot  be  faid  that  our  militia 
are  now  fo  good  as  they  were  in  Queen  Eliza- 
heth\  time,  nor  tlie  Proteftants  nov/  fo  much  u- 
nited  amongft  themfelves,  or  fo  zealous  in  the 
defence  of  their  religion  ;  and  as  every  one  of 
our  neighbours  now  keep  in  continual  pay  vaft 
armies  of  regular  troops,  it  may  now  be  ab- 
folutely  neceffary  for  us  to  keep  up  a  (landing 
army,  though  it  did  not  appear  to  be  fo  in  the 
reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth. 
'  I  fhall  not  fay.  Sir,  that  all  the  Jacobites  are 
for  arbitrary  pov/er  ;  but  I  am  fure  the  confe- 
quence  of  their  fucceeding  in  their  fcheme 
v/ould  be  the  eftablilhment  of  it ,  and  as  for 
the  Papifts,  if  they  underftand  the  religion  they 
profefs,  they  muft  be  for  arbitrary  power ;  for 
their  religion  can  be  fupported  by  nothing  but 
ignorance  or  arbitrary  power  :  In  former  ages  it 
was  fupported  by  ignorance,  and  now  that  veil 
is  pretty  well  removed,  it  can  be  fupported  by 
nothing  but  inquifitions  and  arbitrary  rule;  there- 
fore we  may  fuppofe,  if  the  Papifts  amcngfl:  us 
fliould  ever  get  the  government  into  their  hands, 
they  would  eftablifn  a  defpotick  fway,  in  order 
to  reftore  and  fupport  the  religion  they  profefs. 
As  for  minifters  and  their  creatures,  I  do  not 
know  but  many  of  them  may  have  an  itch  for 
arbitrary  power  *,  but  they  are  not  the  only 
perfons  infedled  with  that  difeafe  :  It  is  a  difeafe 
incident  to  other  men,  I'm  afraid  to  moft  men, 
as  well  as  to  minifters ;  and  we  know  by  expe- 
rience, In  this  country  as  Vv^ell  as  in  others,  that 
minifters  have  '\^t^x\  oppofed,  have  been  hanged 
or  beheaded,  under  a  pretence  of  their  endea- 
2  '  vouring 
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vouring  to  ufurp  arbitrary  power,  by  men  who 
have  committed  that  very  crime  as  foon  as  they 
found  an  opportunity. 

'  I  believe,  Sir,  it  cannot  be  faid  our  foldiers 
are  the  moft  abandoned  let  of  men  in  the  king- 
dom. I  could  name  fome  other  fets  of  men 
that  are  more  abandoned,  and  do  infinitely  more 
mifchief  by  their  example.  Some  of  the  foldi- 
ers may  be  lewd,  profligate  wretches,  but  v  here 
there  is  one  fo,  I  hope  there  are  at  leaft  ten 
otherwife  ;  and  the  example  of  ten  will  always 
have  a  greater  effedl  than  the  example  of  one. 
But  if  the  majority  of  the  army  were  fuppofed 
to  be  fuch  wretches,  it  could  be  no  argument 
for  difbanding  them  ;  it  would  only  be  an  argu- 
ment for  taking  fome  method  to  put  them  un- 
der a  better  and  ftridler  government  •,  for  'tis 
certain  the  military  law  may  be  made  much 
ftrider  and  more  fevere  than  the  common  law 
can  be  made ;  therefore  the  army  may  be  made 
to  promote  virtue  by  its  example  ;  and  if  any 
fet  of  rogues  ihould  venture  to  oppofe  the  civil 
power  with  force  of  arms,  furely  a  few  regular 
troops  would  be  of  great  ufe  for  fupprefTing  fuch 
a  gang.  From  what  happens  while  we  have  an 
army,  we  are  not  to  judge  of  what  may  happen 
while  we  have  none,  or  but  a  fmall  one ; 
none  but  fmugglers  have  lately  dared  to  oppofe 
the  civil  power  with  force  of  arms  ;  but  if 
we  had  few  or  no  regular  troops,  I  make  no 
queftion  but  other  rogues,  even  houfe- breakers 
and  highwaymen,  would  follow  the  example 
of  the  fmugglers :  While  we  have  a  fuflicient 
number  of  regular  troops,  no  fet  of  rogues  dare 
venture  upon  any  fach  thirig  j  if  they  did,  I 
hope  no  gentleman  of  the  army  would  think  it 
beneath  him,  to  march  againft  thofe  who  ap- 
pear in  arnis  againft  their  country. 

'  I 
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*  I  muft  fay.  Sir,  I  am  forry  to  hear  any  gen- 

*  tieman  of  this  houfe  make  the  moft  diftant  infi- 
'  nuatlon  In  favour  of  mobs  and  tumults.     If  any 

*  magiftrate  (hould  opprefs  or  injure  the  people, 
'  they  may  have  recourfe  to,  they  v/ill  be  relieved 
'  by  the  laws  of  their  country.  To  feek  for  re- 
'  drefs  in  a  mobbifh  tumultuous  way,  is  certainly 
'  illegal,  and  is  often  attended  with  mifchief  to 

*  the  innocent  as  well  as  the  guilty.  Rogues  ge- 
'  nerally  t:ike  the  opportunity  of  fuch  publick  ca- 
'  lamltics  to  plunder  without  diftlndlon  ;  and  the 

*  malicious  take  occaiion  to  fatisfy  their  own  pri- 

*  vate  malice  and  revenge :  It  ought  therefore  to 

*  be  the  chief  care  ot  every  government  to  pre- 

*  vent  mobs,  or  fupprefs  them  as  foon  as  polli- 
'  ble  -,  and  no  method  can  be  fo  efFedual,  as  to 

*  have  a  few  regular  troops  ready  to  obey  the  call 

*  of  the    civil  magiftrate   upon    fuch  occafions  ; 

*  but  you  cannot  have  a  few  regular  troops   in 

*  every  part  of  the  kingdom  ready  to  anfwer  the 

*  call  of  the  civil  magiftrate,  if  you  reduce  any 

*  part  of  the  number  you  have  at  prefent  on  foot. 

'  Sir,  the  refpe<5t  and  efteem  we  have  among 
'  foreigners  does  not  depend  upon   our  regular 

*  troops  only,  it  depends  likewife  upon  our  navy, 

*  and  the  great  number  of  regular  troops  they 

*  know  we  could  have,   and  could  maintain,   in 

*  cafe  they   ftiould   provoke  us  to  war  ;  for  this 

*  reafon  we  are  juftly  more  refpeded  and  more 
'  feared    than    fome   other    ftates   who    keep   in 

*  continual  pay  as  many  troops  as  we  do  ;  becaufe 

*  they  keep  up  in  time  of  peace  as  many  as  they 

*  could  have  or  maintain  ia  cafe  of  a  war,  and 

*  have  no  fuch  navy  either  to  prote6l  their  own 

*  coafts,  or  to  infeft  thofe  of  their  enemy.     But, 

*  furely,  we  are  more  to  be  dreaded  by  our  nelgh- 

*  hours,  when  they  know  we  can  immediately, 

*  upon  a  rupture,  fend  out  a  fuperior  fleet,  with 
'  an  army  of  five  or  fix  thoufand  regular  troops 

*  on 
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on  board,  to  plunder  and  lay  wafte  their  coun- 
try, perhaps  for  feveral  miles  up  from  their  fea- 
coaft  ;  than  we  would  be,  if  they  knew  we 
could  fend  nothing  but  a  fleet  againft  them, 
which  could  only  bombard  fome  few  of  their 
fea-port  towns  -,  and  while  we  have  fuch  an 
army  as  we  have  at  prefent,  they  cannot  propofe 
to  do  us  fo  much  mifchief  upon  a  rupture,  by 
landing  fmall  parties  here  and  there  in  the  i/Iand, 
as  they  could  propofe  to  do,  if  we  had  no  regu- 
lar troops,  or  a  lefs  number  of  regular  troops, 
to  oppofe  the  landing  of  fuch  parties,  or  to  in- 
tercept them  in  their  return  to  their  fhips. 
'  'Tis  true,  Sir,  we  cannot  have  a  great  body 
of  regular  troops  in  every  part  of  the  ifland 
where  an  enem.y  might  land  j  but  the  fmall 
body  of  troops  we  have  may  be  cantoned  fo 
as  to  have  at  leaft  a  regiment  at,  or  very  near 
every  place  where  an  enemy  could  expedl  any 
plunder  worth  their  while  ;  and  one  regiment, 
with  the  affiftance  they  v/ould  upon  fuch  an 
occafion  get  from  the  country  people,  would 
be  fufficient  to  oppofe  the  landing  of  a  very 
large  party,  or  at  lead  to  ftop  their  progrefs  ; 
for  one  regiment  of  regular  troops  would  add 
greatly  to  the  fpirit  even  of  our  militia,  and 
would  e!i courage  them  to  take  arms  for  the 
defence  of  their  property.  But  fuppoiing  the 
army  we  have  at  prefent  not  fufficient  for 
guarding  all  our  maritime  counties,  it  may'b® 
an  argument  for  putting  our  militia  on  a  better 
footing,  but  till  that  is  done,  it  is  an  argument 
for  increafing  rather  than  for  diminilliing  the 
number  of  forces  we  have  now  on  foot.  And 
while  our  army  confifts  of  natural- born  fubjeds 
of  Great  Brilain^  no  foreigner  can,  from  our 
keeping  a  few  regular  forces  in  pay,  fuppof^ 
our  governm.ent  does  not  enjoy  the  affedions 
and  eileem  of  their  own  people  :  A  mercenary 

'  army 
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army  of  foreigners  kept  up  in  the  kingdom 
might  give  occafion  for  fuch  a  fuppofition  ,  but 
an  army  of  fubjeds  will  always  be  liable  to  the 
fame  afFedions  with  the  reft  of  the  people, 
and  will  therefore  always  be  a  very  improper 
inftrument  for  fupporting  a  hateful  government, 
or  for  keeping  a  difaffeded  people  in  obedi- 
ence. 

'  Every  convenience  in  this  life,  Sir,  muft  be 
attended  with  fome  inconveniencles  •,  the  incon- 
veniencies  attending  our  keeping  up  fo  fmall  a 
number  of  regular  forces  are  fo  few  and  of  fo 
fmall  a  confi deration,  it  may  be  properly  e- 
nough  faid  we  have  felt  no  inconveniencies 
from  our  army  ;  the  meaning  of  which  is,  we 
have  felt  no  fuch  inconveniencies  as  ought  to 
be  regarded.  If  we  had  never  fince  the  peace 
kept  up  above  one  half  of  what  we  do  at  pre- 
fent,  the  faving  that  way  would  have  paid  no 
confiderable  part  of  our  debt,  and  therefore 
could  not  have  freed  us  from  any  of  our 
taxes  ;  and  the  quartering  of  foldiers  is  fo  far 
from  being  thought  an  inconvenience  or  ex- 
pence  to  any  county  or  city  in  general,  that 
nioft  parts  of  the  kingdom  are  defirous  of 
having  foldiers  among  them  ;  becaufe  it  con- 
fumes  a  part  of  their  fpare  provifions,  and 
can  be  no  burden  or  inconvenience  to  any  but 
thofe  who  keep  publick  houfes,  moft  of  whom 
get  miOre  by  what  the  foldiers  fpend  in  their 
houfes,  than  the  expence  of  their  quarters  can 
amount  to.  As  for  the  infolence  or  rude  be- 
haviour of  the  foldiers,  if  any  fuch  thing  hap- 
pens, which  I  am  convinced  feldom  does,  the 
landlord  is  fure  of  getting  juftice  done  him  in 
the  moft  fummary  way,  by  a  complaint  to  the 
commanding  officer  ;  and  if  he  ftiould  fail  of 
it  in  that  v/ay,  he  may  get  redrefs  by  com- 
plaining to  a  juftice  of  the  peace  \  or  for  any 

''  aflault. 
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aflaulr^  battery,  or  the  like  mifdemeanour.  He 
may  have  an  adion  or  indidment  at  commons 
law  againft  a  foldier,  as  well  as  agalnft  an^ 
other  man  in  the  kingdom.  And  as  for  our  li- 
berties, I  can  fee  no  reafon  why  our  foldiers 
fhould  not  be  as  careful  of  them  as  any  other 
fet  of  men  in  the  kingdom  •,  for  very  few  of 
the  officers,  and  none  of  the  foldiers,  can  pro- 
pofe  to  better  their  condition,  but  muft  necef- 
farily  make  it  a  great  deal  worfe,  by  fubjedting 
themfelves  and  their  country  to  arbitrary  fway. 
'  Now,  Sir,  with  repfefl  to  the  prefent  fitu- 
ation  of  our  affairs  both  at  home  and  abroad, 
and  the  reafons  that  may  from  thence  be  drawil 
for  keeping  the  fame  number  of  forces  in  our 
pay,  at  lead  for  this  enfuing  year  ;  whatever 
may  have  been  the  effed  of  our  late  meafuresr, 
*tis  certain  that,  if  the  late  peace  between  thfe 
Emperor  and  France  be  not  fuch  a  one  as  ft 
ought  to  be,  it  is  fo  far  from  being  an  argu- 
ment for  reducing  our  army,  that  it  is  a  ftrong 
argument  for  increafing  it  *,  for  if  by  that  peace 
the  Emperor  and  France  entered  into  any  con- 
cert for  prefcribing  laws  to  the  reft  of  Europe^ 
or  for  incroaching  upon  any  of  their  neigh- 
bours, now  is  the  proper  time  for  breaking 
that  concert,  either  by  force  or  by  treaty,  be- 
caufe  the  Emperor  is  not  now  in  a  condition  to 
perform  his  part  of  that  concert,  or  at  leaft  not 
in  fuch  a  condition  as  he  will  be  after  he  has 
brought  the  T'urks  to  fubmit  to  what  terms 
he  fhall  pleafe  to  impofe.  If  immediate  force 
fhould  be  found  neceflary,  we  muft  greatly  in- 
creafe  our  army  \  and  if  it  ftiould  be  propofed 
to  be  done  by  treaty^  by  reducing  any  part  of 
our  forces,  we  fhall  derogate  from  the  weight 
we  may  have  in  any  treaty  to  be  fet  on  foot  for 
that  purpofe.  But  if  there  is  really  no  fuch 
concert  between  the  Emperor  and  France^  as  I 
Vol.  XV.  E  *  believe 


Pa rliamentary      A.  i737» 

believe  there  is  not,  have  we  not  fome  reafon 
to  apprehend  that  France  and  her  allies  will  lay 
hold   of   the    prefent   opportunity   for    gaining 
fome  new  advantage,  or  for  making  fome  new 
Conqueft,  from  the  Emptor^  or  from  fome  of 
his  allies  ?   And  while  we  are  under  fuch  rea- 
fonable  apprehenfions,  can  it  be  faid  the  prefent 
Is  a  proper  time  for  us  to  reduce  our  army  ? 
'  We  are  not,  'tis  true.   Sir,    to  keep  a  land 
army  for  the  defence  of  our  allies,  nor  do  any 
of  them  defire   we   fhould :    They  are  all   of 
them  at  vaft  expence  in  keeping  up  numerous 
land  armies,   and  fortifying  and  keeping  in  re- 
pair their  frontier  towns,  in  order  to  provide  for 
their  own  defence  ;   but  we  ftand  engaged  by 
treaty  to  furnifh  fome  of  them  with  a  body  of 
regular  troops  as  foon  as  they  fhall  be  attacked, 
and  this  engagement  we  could  not  perform,  if 
we  fhould  reduce  our  army  to  a  lefs  number 
than  it  confifts  of  at  prefent.     I  fhall  likewife 
admit  that  we  might  in  a  year  or  two  appear 
with  great  armies  in  the  field,  though  we  had 
not  near  fo  many  regular  troops  in  our  pay  as 
we  have  at  prefent ;  but  in  that  time  fome  of 
our  allies  might  be  reduced  to  the  lafl  extremityg 
and  perhaps  obliged  to  fubmit  to  a  peace  on  any 
terms.     We  all  know  how  eafily  and  how  foon 
France   reduced   the  whole  kingdom   of  Spain 
after  the  death  of  their  laft  King  •,  which  could 
not  have  been  done,   if  we  had  been  ready  to 
'  have  fent  a  great  number  of  regular  troops  to 

•  the  adiftance  of  the  party  we  had  then  in  that 
kingdom  :  By  this  means  the  following  war  be- 
came much  more  heavy  and  expenfive  than  \t 

'  would  otherwife  have  been,  fo  that  we  paid  fe- 

•  verely  for  the  little  frugality  we  made  ufe  of  in 
'  reducing  our  troops  after  the  treaty  of  Ryfwick  ; 
^  and  if  ever  fuch  a  war  breaks  out  again,  the 
'  confequence  will  be  the  fame,  if  we  fhould  ren- 

I  *  der 
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'  der  ourfelves  unable  to  afTift  our  friends  with  a 

*  large  body  of  troops,  at  the  very  beginning,  of 

*  the  war. 

*  Thus,  Sir,  I  think  it  muft  appear,  that  from 

*  the  prefent  fituation  of  our  affairs  abroad,    no 

*  reafon  can  be  drawn  for  an  immediate  redudlion  j 

*  and  from  the  prefent  fituation  of  our  affairs  at 
'  home,  there  is  I  am  fure  as  h'ttle  reafon  for  a  re- 
^  ducftion  ',  for  let  the  national  difcontents  at  prefent 
'  proceed  from  what  they  will,  when  thofe  dif- 
^  contents  are  come  fo  great  a  length  as  to  break 
'  out  in  mobs  and  tumults  in  feveral  places  of  the 
■  kingdom,  it  is  not  furely  a  proper  time  to  make 
'  a  great  redudion  of  our  army.  I  am  as  forry 
^  as  any  gentleman  can  be,  to  find  fo  many  of  our 

*  people  uneafy  and  difcontented,  and  I  muft  be 

*  the  more  forry,  becaufe  I  am  certain  they  never 
'  had  lefs  occafion.     It  is  not  the  debt  we  owe,  it 

'  is  not  the  taxes  we  pay,  nor  the  continuance  of 

*  thofe  taxes,  that  are  the  true  caufes  of  our  pre- 
'  fent  difcontents.     The  debt  we  owe  was  con- 

trad:ed  for  preferving  our  religion,  our  liberties, 
our  properties,  and  every  thing  that  can  be  dear 
to  a^  people.  Our  taxes  muft  be  continued  till 
that  debt  is  paid,  and  our  immediate  preferva- 
tion  muft  in  the  mean  time  be  taken  care  of. 
For  this  purpofe  no  expences  have  been  incurred j 
but  what  the  wifdom  of  the  nation  have  thought 
abfolutely'neceflary,  nor  any  taxes  impofed  or 
continued  but  fuch  as  are  the  leaft  burdenfomq 
to  the  people.  We  muft  therefore  look  fome- 
where  elfe  for  the  caufe  of  our  prefent  uneafi- 
nefs,  and  'tis  well  known  where  w^e  ought  to 
look  for  it.  There  is  a  party  amongft  us  who 
have  been  labouring  for  many  years  to  overturn 
our  prefent  happy  eftabli/hment  j  they  can  ap- 
prove of  no  debt  that  has  been  contrafted,  nor 
of  any  taxes  that  have  been  or  ftiall  be  impofed 
for  the  fupport  of  that  eftablifhment  they  are 
E  2  '  labour- 
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*  labouring  to  deilroy  :  By  means  of  the  fcribblers 
'  and  other  tools  they  imploy,    they  have  per* 

*  fuaded  multitudes  of  people,  that  our  debt  was 

*  unneceflarlly  Incurred,  and  that  a  great  part  of  it 
'  might  have  been  paid  off,  and  the  taxes  confe- 

*  quently  abollfhed,  if  we  had  not  every  year,  for 

*  many  years  paft,  run  ourfelves  to  a  vaft.  publick 

*  expence,  for  which  there  was  not  the  leaft  occa- 
'^  fion  ;    like  petty-fogging  lawyers,  who  always 

*  find  fault  with  an  honeft  attorney's  bill,  In  order 
'  to  perfuade  the  client  to  leave  him  and  employ 

*  them  j  and  as  few  men  are  themfelves  good 
^  judges  of  thQ  cafe,  fuch  petty- foggers  too  often 

*  fucceed  •,  but  when  they  do^  the  clien*t  always 
'  finds  his  lawyer's  bills  more  extravagant,  and 
'  his  affairs  at  laft  entirely  ruined.  The  cafe 
'  would  be  the  fame  with  this  nation,  if  ever  that 
'  party  fhould  prevail.     I  hope  they  never  will. 

*  However  It  mufl  be  confefTed,  it  is  well  known, 

*  that  by  means  of  the  daily,  weekly,  monthly, 
^  and  occafional  libels  they  publifh,  and  by  means 

*  of  the  many  orators  they  have  in  every  place 
^  of  publick  refbrt,  they  have  poifoned  the  minds 

*  of  many  of  his  Majefty's  fubjedts  -,  in  which  their 

*  late  fuccefs  is  chiefly  to  be  afcribed  to  the  law 
'  lately  pafled  againft  the  retail  of  fpirltuous  li- 
'  quors  i  for  tho'  every  man  of  virtue  or  fenfe  in 

*  the  kingdom  muft  approve  of  that  law,  yet  it 
'  is  certainly  difagreeable  to  the  lower  clafs  of 
'  people,  of  which  our  mobs  are  generally  com- 
'  pofed.  This  law  I  fay.  Sir,  this  moft  neceflkry 
'  law  has  added  greatly  to  the  fuccefs  of  the  dlf- 

*  affedled  party  amongft  us  :  Nay,  it  has  made 
'them  fo  daring  as  to  dired  their  libels  againft 
'  ftie  Pariiam.ent  itfelf :  They  have  of  late  even 
'  attempted  to  dimlnifli  that  veneration  which  our 
'people  have  always  moft  juftly  had  for  Parlia- 
'  ments ;  but  this  I  am  no  way  furprized  at ;  for 
'  that  party  have  never  fhewcd  any  great  liking 

*  to 
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'  to  Parliaments  ;  and  if  we  ihould  dilband  any 

*  great  part  of  our  army,   they  would  probably 

*  3iew,  their  diflike  in  a  manner  more  efFe(fbual, 

*  or  at  leaft  more  dangerous,  than  that  of  writing 

*  or  talking. 

*  There  may  perhaps,  Sir,  be  feme  foldiers  in 

*  our  army  who  would  be  glad  to  be  difcharged, 
^  but  I  am  fure   there  are  not  many,    unleis  it 

*  fhould   be  with  a  view   of  getting   new  levy 

*  money  in  a  little  time  after  ;  and  if  they  fhould 
'  be  difappointed  in  that  view,    they  would  lift 

*  with  the  difcontented  for  nothing.  But,  Sir,  if 
'  we  ihould  in  a  time  of  general  difcontent,  and 

*  when  infurredions  are  juftly  to  be  apprehended, 
'  offer  to  difband  any  of  our  foldiers,  there  are 
'  many  who  would  defire  to  be  difcharged,   not 

*  with  a  view  to  return  to  labour  and  induftry, 
'  but  with  a  view  to  join  whoever  fhould  appear 
'  in  arms  againft  the  government  •,    for   among 

*  rebels,  a  difciplined  foldier  may  expecft  to  be 
'  made  a  ferjeant  or  corporal  at  leaft  ;  and  every 
'  ferjeant  would  expert  to  be  made  an  officer.  Chel- 
*•  fea-Hofpital  could  receive  but  very  few  of  the 

*  dift)anded  ;  it  could  not  receive  one  half  of 
'  thofe  who  would  exped  to  be  put  upon  that 
'  eftablifhment ;  and  thofe  who  found  themfeives 
'  difappointed,  would  certainly  imitate  their  bet- 
*'  ters,  they  would  join  with  the  difaffe^led  •,  fo 
'  that  in  every  light  we  can  con(ider  it,  a  prefent 
'  reduction  would  be  a  diminiftiing  the  power  of 
'  the  government  to  preferve  the  peace  of  the 
'  kingdom,  and  an  increafing  the  power  of  the 
'  difaffedted  to  difturb  the  quiet  of  the  people  ; 

*  and  that  at  a  time  when  the  power  of  the  latter 

*  has  been,  by  a  moft  neceftary  law,  greatly  in- 
'  creafed.     In    a  little   time,    perhaps   in    a   few 

*  months,  thefe  difcontents  may  flibfide  ;  the 
'  lovv'er  clafs  of  our  people   will   find   they  can 

*  live  without  the  ufe  of  fpirituous  liquors,  and 

F.    9  *  that 
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*  that  they  live  more  healthfully  than  with  them  j 

*  they  will  then  join  with  the  reft  of  the  king- 
^  dom  in  their  approbation  of  that  law,  and  then 

*  a  redudlion  will  not  be  fo  dangerous  as  it  is 
'  at  prefent. 

'  Sir,   I   have   already   fhewn  why  any   army 

*  under  a  lawful  and   regular   government,    can 

*  never  be  fuppofed  to  behave  in  the  fame  man- 

*  ner  the  army  did  under  Oliver  Cromwell ;  and 

*  if  any  attempts  fhould  be  made  to  undermine 
^  our  conftitution  by  means  of  thofe  maxims  we 

*  have  been  frightned  with,  the  Parliament  would 
'  interpofe,  the  army  itfelf  would  mutiny  againft 
'  fuch  maxims  ;  but  I  cannot  fee  why  we  h?Lve  at 
^  prefent  any  reafon  for  being  afraid  of  fuch  max- 
^  ims  -,  for  I  am  fure  no  man  will  pretend  his  Ma- 
'  jefty  would,  or  could  be  prevailed  on  to  cafhier 

*  any  officer  for  voting  or  behaviflg  according  to 

*  honour  and  confcience.  The  behaviour  of  an 
^  officer  may  be  influenced  by  malice,  revenge, 
'  and  fadlion,  under  the  pretence  of  honour  and 
^  confcience  ;  and  if  ever  any  officer  of  the  army, 
^  becaufe  his  Majefty  refufed  to  comply  with  fome 
^  very  unreafonable  demand,  fhould  refolve  to 
^  oppofe  in  every  thing  the  meafures  purfued  by 
^  his  Majefty  and   his  minifters,   I  fhould  think 

*  any  man  a  moft  pitiful  minifter,  if  he  fhould  be 
^  afraid  of  advifing  his  Majefty  to  cafhier  fuch  an 

*  officer.  On  the  contrary,  I  fhall  leave  it  as  a 
'  legacy  to  all  future  minifters,  that  upon  every 

*  fuch  occafion  it  is  their   duty  to  advife  their 

*  Mafter,  that  fuch  a  very  man  is  unfit  for  having 
f  any  command  in  his  armies.  Our  King  has  by 
^  his  prerogative  a  power  of  placing,  preferring^ 
^  and  removing  any  officer  he  pleafes,  either  in 
^  our  anny  or  our  militia  :  It  is  by  that  preroga- 

*  tive  chiefly,  he  is  enabled  to  execute  our  laws 

*  and  preferve  the  peace  of  the  kingdom  :   If  a 

*  wrong  ufe  ftiould  be  made  of  that  prerog-at-ive, 

*  his 
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*  his  minifters  are  accountable  for  it  to  Parlia- 

*  ment ;  but  it  cannot  be  taken  from  him  or  di- 

*  minifbed  without  overturning  our  conftitution  ; 

*  for  our  prefent  happy  conftitution  may  be  over- 

*  turned   by  republican   as   well   as    by   arbitrary 

*  fchemes.     Therefore  it  muft  be  left  to  his  Ma- 

*  jefty  to  judge  by  what  motives  an  officer  ads, 
'  and  if  he  thinks  an  officer  ads  from  bad  mo- 
'  tives,  in  duty  to  his  people,  in  duty  to  himfelf, 

*  he  ought  to  remove  him. 

'  The  only  queftion,  Sir,  now  before  us  is,  Whe- 
^  We  ought  to  keep  up  the  prefent  number  of 
'  forces  for  this  enfuing  year  ?  Next  year  the 
*^  fame  queftion  muft  again  come  before  us,  and 
'  then  every  gentleman  may  again  vote  as  he  pleafes. 
'  There  may  be  reafons  peculiar  to  the  prefent 
'  time,  I  think  I  have  fhewn  fome  very  fufficient 

*  and  peculiar  reafons  for  keeping  up  the  fame 
'  number  for  this  enfuing  year.  In  fo  doing  I  am 
'  fure  I  have  done  my  duty  ;  and  if  the  nation 
^  fhould  be  infulted  and  invaded  by  foreigners; 
'  if  a  civil  war  fhould  break  out,  and  fpread  de- 

*  folation  and  murder  over  the  whole  ifland  ;  if 
'  the  Jacobites  fhould  prevail,  and  our  religion, 
'  our  liberties,  and  our  properties  ihould  be  there- 
'  by  rendered  precarious  ;  I  fhall  have  fome  con- 
'  folation  in  this  refledion,  that  I  endeavoured  as 
'  much  as  I  could  to  prevent  our  exposing  our- 
^  felves  to  fuch  miferies. ' 

The  queftion  being  at  laft  put  upon  the  maOtion 
for  keeping  up  the  fame  number  of  troops,  it  was 
upon  a  divifion  carried  hi  the  affirmative  by  246 
to  178. 

The  Speakers  in  this  debate  were  chiefly  as  fol- 
lows, viz.  Sir  Rokrl  M^'alpole^  Sir  William  Tongs ^ 
Henry  Pelham.,  £fq;  ^c.  for  the  motion  ;  and 
Willimn  Fulteney\  Efq;  Sir  John  Barnard.,  Samuel 
Sandys.,  Efq-,  George  Lyttleton^  Kfq;  lie.  againft 
the  motion. 

E  4  The 
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TheincrMf.  Xhe  ncxt  remarkable  affair  that  happened  In  the 
cfe^w'ho  °  committee  of  fupply  was,  when  the  motion  was 
fpitai  taken  niade  in  the  faid  committee  for  refolving  to  grant 
thchoufeof  28,707/.  5^.  lod.  for  Chelfea  Hofpital.  Several 
po|nmpn8.  gentlemen  upon  that  occafion  took  notipe  of  the 
great  charge  that  hofpital  was  like  to  bring  upon 
the  publick.     '  They  faid,  they  would  not  op- 

*  pofe  the  motion  then  made  ;  but  they  could 
^  not  negleft  that  opportunity  of  taking  notice, 

*  that  notwithftanding  Its  being  a  time  of  peace, 

*  the  charge  o?  that  hofpital  feemed  to  be  every 

*  year  ipcreadng  ^  for  that  laft  year  the  funi  pro- 
f  vided  by  Parliament  for  that  article  was  but 

*  24,518/.  ipj.  and  the  preceding  year  it  was  but 

*  18,850/.  9J.  2d.  fo  that  the  fum  then  demands 

*  ed  was  very  near  10,000/.  more  than  was 
'  found   neceflary   for  the  fame  fervice  but  two 

*  years  before.  They  would  not,  they  faid,  pre- 
^  tend  to  fuggeft  wliat  were  the  particular  rea- 
"-  fons  for  that  great  increafe  j  but  there  was  one 
^  general  reafon  which  would  always  hold,  while 
'  we  kept  up  fuch  a  large  number  of  regular 
^  forces,  and  obferved  the  fame  rules  with  refpedb 
'  to   admitting   perfons  into    that   hofpital.      In 

*  time  of  war  there  had  been  two  rules  eftablifhed 

*  for  intitling  foldiers  to  the  benefit  of  that  hofpi- 
'  tal  i  one  of  which  was,  a  foldier's  being  wound- 

*  ed  or  maimed  in  the  fervice,  and  difcharged  by 

*  his  colonel,  as  unfit  for  further  fervice  ;  and  the 

*  other  was,  a  foldier's  having  been  twenty  years 

*  in  the  fervice,  and  reduced,  or  difcharged  by 
'  his  colonel,    as    an    old    and    decrepid    foldier, 

*  While  the  war  continued,  no  man  could  claim 

*  a  title  to  the  hofpital  by  either  of  thefe  rules, 
^  unlefs  he  was  by  his  age,  or  his  wounds,  be- 

*  come  adually  unfit  for  fervice ;  becaufe,  as  re- 

*  cruits  ^yere  then  hard  to  be  got,  no  colonel 
t  would  difcharge  a  foldier,  as  long  as  l^e  was  any 

*  way 
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*  way  fit  for  fervice  ;    and  there  were  but  very 

*  few  who  could  ever  claim  the  benefit  of  the  la  ft 

*  rule,  becaufe  moft  of  them  were  either  killed  or 
'  wounded  before  they  could  be  difcharged  as  a 
'  foldier  grown  decrepid  with  age  :  Whereas,  now 

*  in  time  of  peace,  we  had  not,  it  was  true,  ma- 
'  ny   foldiers    who    could    claim  any  title  from 

*  the  firft  rule  ;  but  the  numbers  of  thofe  who 

*  might  claim  a  title  from  the  fecond  would  be  in- 

*  creafing  every  day  ;  for  as  recruits  were  now  ea- 
'  fily  procured,  the  officers  were  very  apt  to  dif- 

*  charge  an  old  foldier,  as  often  as  they  could  find 

*  a  clever,  well-look'd  young  fellow  ready  to  lift 
^  in  his  ftead,  though  the  old  foldier  might  then 

*  be  as  fit  for  real  fervice,    but  not  perhaps  fo 

*  proper  for  a  reviev/,  as  the  man  newly  lifted ; 

*  and  as  none  of  our  foldiers  were  in  time  of  peace 

*  in  any  great  danger  of  being  killed,  almoft 
'  every  foldier  in  our  army  would  at  laft  come  to 
'  have  a  title,  by  his  having  been  twenty  years  in 
'  the  fervice,  to  claim  the  benefit  of  being  admit- 
^  ted  into  Chelfea  Hofpital ;  and  that  at  an  age 
'  perhaps  when  he  might  not  only  be  fit  for  fer- 
'  vice,  but  fit  for  gaining  his  livelihood  by  an  in- 
^  duftrious  employment ;  for  if  a  young  fellow 
^  lifted  when  but  eighteen  years  of  age,  at  his  age 

*  of  eight  and  thirty,  if  he  could  obtain  a  dif- 
'  charge  from  his  officer,  he  would  have  a  title  to 
'  claim  being  admitted  into  Chelfea  Hofpital  ;  and 
'  by  means  of  a  long  beard,  a  ragged  coat,  and 

*  good  intereft  at  the  board,  he  might  even  at 
'  that  age   be  admitted  to  a  fhare  of  that  chari- 

*  ty,  which  was  defigned  only  for  the  difabled 

*  and  decrepid.     From  hence  they  could  not  but 

*  fuppofe,    that  a  peaceable  army   would  always 

*  furnifh  Chelfea  with  more  penfioners  than  a  fight- 
'  ing  army  of  the  fame  number  could  be  fuppofed 

*  to  do  •,  and  the  penfioners  drawn  from  the  for- 
'  mer  would  live  longer  to  ^njoy  their  penfion, 

'  and 
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and  to  be  a  burden  upon  their  country,  than  the 
penfioners  drawn  from  the  latter. 
'  Thefe  things,  they  faid,  they  took  notice  of, 
not  with  any  defign  to  oppofe  the  motion,  but 
only  to  fhew  the  many  difadvantages  that  at- 
tended the  keeping  up  of  a  numerous  ftanding 
army  in  time  of  peace  ;  and  at  the  fame  time 
they  hoped  it  would  contribute  towards  making 
thofe  concerned  as  careful  as  pofTible,  not  to 
admit  any  to  the  benefit  of  that  hofpital,  but 
fuch  as  were  truly  objeds  of  charity,  and  de- 
ferved  to  be  fupported  at  the  expence  of  their 
country.' 

To  this  it  was  anfwered,  '  That  th6ugh  the 
nation,  by  means  of  the  wife  meafureS  purfued 
by  his  Majefty  and  his  royal  Predeceflbr,  had 
been  fo  fortunate  as  to  remain  for  many  years  in 
a  ftate  of  peace  and  tranquillity,  though  that 
happy  ftate  fhould  continue  for  many  years  to 
come,  yet  it  had  always  been,  and,  they  be- 
lieved, would  always  be  deemed  neceiTary  to 
keep  up  fome  regular  troop^  ;  and  while  they 
kept  up  any  fuch  troops,  it  would  be  neceflary 
to  grant  a  fubfiftence  or  relief  to  thofe  fbldiers 
who  fhould  grow  old  and  decrepid  in  the  fer- 
vice  ;  for  a  poor  man  had  no  other  way  to  pro- 
vide for  the  infirmities  of  old  age,  but  by  the 
induftry  and  frugality  of  his  youth  ;  and  if  a 
poor  man  ftiould  in  his  youth  forfake  every  fort 
of  bufinefs  by  which  he  might  provide  for  the 
infirmities  of  age,  in  order  to  make  himfelf  fit 
for  ferving  his  country  as  a  foldier,  and  in  order 
to  be  ready  upon  all  emergencies  to  venture  his 
life  in  the  caufe  of  his  country,  fuch  a  man, 
though  he  partook  of  the  happinefs  of  his 
country,  and  paHed  through  life  without  dan- 
ger, yet  he  deierved  as  much  to  be  provided  for 
by  his  country  in  his  old  age,  as  if  he  had  been 

'  during 
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*  during  his  whole  life  involved  with  his  country 

*  in  bloodihed  and  danger;  and  in  the  former  cafe 

*  he  would  more  probably  ftand  in  need  of  it  than 
^  in  the  latter ',  becaufe  in  time  of  peace  a  foldier 
'  had  nothing  but  his  bare  pay,  out  of  which  it 

*  could  not  be  fuppofed  he  could  fave  any  thing 
^  as  a  proaafion  for  old  age ;  whereas  in  time  of 
'  war,  foldiers  were  often  allowed  to  plunder,  and 
^  fometimes  enriched  themfelves  by  the  fpolls  of 
^  their  enemies. 

'  For  this  reafon,  if  the  penfioners  in  Chelfea 
^  College  fhould  become  a  little  more  numerous  in 

*  time  of  peace  than  in  time  of  war,  it  was  a  dif- 
'  advantage  which  could  not  be  prevented,  but  it 
'  was  a  difadvantage  that  was  fufficiently  compen- 
'  fated  by  the  many*  advantages  the  nation  reaped 

*  from  a  ftate  of  peace  and  tranquillity ;  and  the 
^  maintaining  a  fufficient  number  of  regular  troops 
'  had  contributed,  and  would  always  contribute 
'  towards  fecuring  and  prolonging  the  enjoyment 
'  of  thofe  advantages.  However,  they  faid, 
'  they  could  not  admit  that  any  officer  would  be 
'  very  apt  to  difcharge  a  foldier,  as  long  as  he 

*  was  every  way  fit,  and  properly  qualified  for  the 

*  fervice  •,  becaufe  the  breeding  of  a  young  fellow 

*  up  to  difcipline,  atid  making  him  thorough 
'-  mafter  of  his  exercifes,  was  always  a  great  trou- 
'  ble  to  the  officer;  and  if  the  officer  ffiould  dif- 

*  charge  fuch  a  man,  the  board  were  not  obliged 

*  to  admit  him  to  the  benefit  of  Chelfea  Hofpi- 

*  tal,  even  though  he  had  been  twenty  years  in 
'  the  fervice,  unlefs  he  was  fome  v/ay  difabled,  or 
'  grown  very  old  and  decrepid  ;  at  lead  if  any 
'  fuch  man  was  admitted,    he  w:^  immediately 

*  fent  to  the  regiment,  or  to  fome  of  the  compa- 
'  nies  of  invalids,  and  by  that  means  was  made 

*  to  ferve  for  that  fubfiffcence  which  he  received 

*  from  his  country,  as  long  as  any  fervice  could 

*  be  expeded  from  him  ;  fo  that  they  believed, 

*  there 
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*  there  were  few  or  no  foldiers  upon  the  eftablifh- 

*  ment  of  Chelfea  Hofpital,  but  fuch  as  were  real 

*  objeds  of  chanty  i  and  they  were  very  fure  the 
'  commiflioners  of  that  board  had  been  of  late  as 
'  careful  as  polTible  not  to  admit  any  man  upon 

*  that  eflablifhment  who  was  not  every  way  inti- 

*  tied  to  the  benefit,  as  would  fully  appear  if  any 
'  enquiry  fhould  be  made  into  that  affair ;  and 

*  then  the  particular  reafons  for  the  late  increafe  of 

*  the  charge  of  that  hofpital  would  not  only  be 
'  made  to  appear,  but  would,  they  were  con- 
'  vinced,  be  approved  of  by  every  gentleman  in 
'  that  houfe.' 

This  was  the  fubftance  of  what  was  faid  of 
each  fide  upon  this  occafion ;  after  which  the 
queftion  was  put  upon  the  motion,  and  agreed  to 
without  a  divifion. 

The  next  affair  upon  which  there  was  any  con- 
fiderable  debate  in  the  committee  of  fupply,  was 
on  JVednefday  the  9th,  and  Friday  the  nth  of 
March^  when  the  motion  was  made  for  grant- 
ing a  Million  to  his  Majefty,  towards  redeeming 
the  like  fum  of  the  increafed  capital  of  the  South- 
Sea  company,  commonly  called  Old  South-Sea  an- 
nuities. But  as  this  was  a  fort  of  refolution 
which  had  never  before  been  moved  for,  or  agreed 
to,  in  any  committee  of  fupply,  we  fhall  give 
our  readers  an  account,  how  the  method  of  pro- 
ceeding came  to  be  altered  laft  feffion,  with  re- 
fpedb  to  the  paying  off  the  national  debt,  and  the 
application  of  the  finking  fund  for  that  purpofe. 

As  foon  as  the  houfe  had  upon  the  faid  March 
9th,  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole 
houfe  to  ccnfider  of  the  fupply  granted  to  his 
Majefty,  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  flood 
lip,  and  fpoke  to  the  following  effed,  viz. 

'  ,      .  .'  Sir, 
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*  Sir,  I  have  a  propofitlon  to  make  to  ^he  a  ww  mc-^ 
^  houfe,  which  I  think  will  tend  to  the  advantage  pofmgof  tha 
«  of  the  publick,    and  againft  which  there  can-  ^'"^^j,"f/b"** 

*  not,    in  my  opinion,    be  any  obje<5lion  made,  sir  Rokn 

*  therefore  I  hope  it  will  be  agreed  to  without  op-  ^''^f'^'' 

*  pofition  •,  but  in  order  to  make  gentlemen  tho- 

*  roughly  comprehend  the  advantage  of  what  I 

*  am  to  propofe,  I  muft  beg  leave  to  explain  a 

*  little  the  prefent  circumftanees  of  the  finking 
'  fund,  and  the  method  hitherto  obferved  with 
'  refped  to  the  difpoling  of  the  produce  of  that 
*.fund. 

*  We  all  know.  Sir,  that  the  whole  produce  of 

*  the  finking  fund  muft  be  regularly,  as  it  arifes, 
'  depofited  in  his  Majefty's  Exchequer,  and  there 

*  wait  the  future  difpofition  of  Parliament,  fo  that 

*  no  part  of  it  can  be  applied  to  any  ufe  but  that 

*  to  which  it  has  been  appropriated  by  fome  pre- 

*  ceding  feflion  ;  and  the  method  this  houfe  has 

*  generally  taken  for  difpofing  of  that  fund,  has 

*  been,  to  refolve  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the 
'  whole  houfe,  to  confider  of  the  application  of 
'  the  growing  produce  of  the  finking  fund.  This 
'  has  always  been  the  method  we  have  hitherto 

*  taken  for  applying  that  fund  towards  paying  oiF 

*  any  part  of  the  national  debt  -,  and  as  we  feldom 

*  or  never  pay  pfF  under  a  million  at  a  time,  there 
'  is  generally  5  or  600,000/.  part  of  the  produce 
"  of  that  fund,  which  lies  for  feveral  months  quite 
'  dead  and  ufelefs   in  his  Majefty's  Exchequer ; 

*  which  we  muft  look  on  as  a  great  difadvantage 
'  to  the  publick,  efpecially  when  we  confider  that 

*  the  government  is  during  that  time  obliged  to 

*  borrow  money  at  intereft  for  anfwering  the  cur- 
'  rent  fervice  of  the  year. 

'  This,  Sir,  has  been  the  cafe  for  feveral  years 
'  paft,  and  muft  always  be  the  cafe  for  every  year 
'  to  come,  if  the  propofition  I  am  to  make,  or 

'  fome- 
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fomething  like  it,  be  not  agreed  to ;  for  it  is 
well  known  the  funds  provided  by  Parliament 
for  the  current  fervice  of  the  year  do  not  imme- 
diately produce  fuch  fums  as  are  neceffary  for 
anfwering  the  charges  of  the  government,  and 
therefore  his  Majefty  is  every  year  impowered  to 
borrow  money  for  that  purpofe  upon  the  credit 
of  fome  of  the  funds  granted  by  Parliament  for 
the  current  fervice  of  that  year ;  for  which  he 
is  obliged  to  pay  an  intereft  of  at  leaft  3  per 
Cent,  which  is  an  annual  charge  of  i  o,  1 5,  or 
perhaps  above  20,000/.  a  year  to  the  publick, 
and  a  charge  which  might,  I  think,  be  pre- 
vented, by  enabling  his  Majefty  to  make  ufe  of 
the  produce  of  the  finking  fund  then  lying 
dead  in  the  Exchequer ;  and  whatever  fums 
might  be  found  necefiary  to  be  taken  from  the 
finking  fund  for  anfwering  the  immediate  fer- 
vice, might  be  replaced  by  the  produce  of  the 
annual  funds,  before  Michaelmas^  the  time  when 
the  produce  of  the  finking  fund  is  generally  to 
be  ifTucd  by  diredion  of  Parliament  for  paying 
off  a  part  of  the  national  debt ;  or  if  the  whole 
fhould  not  be  replaced  before  that  time,  a 
fmall  fum  might  then,  and  not  till  then,  be 
borrowed  for  making  good  the  deficiency  ;  fo 
that  the  government  would  never  be  obliged  to 
borrow  fo  large  a  fum,  or  for  fo  long  a  time, 
as  they  generally  are,  according  to  the  prefent 
method. 

'  For  example.  Sir,  the  produce  of  the  fink- 
ing fund  is  generally  computed  from  Michaelmas 
to  Lady-Day^  and  from  Lady-Day  to  Michael^ 
mas  \  and  it  is  to  be  fuppofed  this  houfe  will, 
in  the  prefent  feffion,  order  the  fum  of  one 
million,  being  the  growing  produce  of  that 
fund  from  Michaelmas  \i^  till  Michaelmas  next, 
to  be  applied  to  the  paying  ofif  fo  much  of  the 
national  debt:   This  pyment  cannot^  be  made 

*  before 
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*  before  Michaelmas  next,  and  as  the  produce  of 
^  that  fund  will  bring  into  his  Majefty's  Exchequer 

*  by  Lady -Day  next,  or  foon  after,  5  or  600,000/. 

*  that  whole  fum  muft,  according  to  our  former 

*  method  of  ordering  the  application  of  that  fund, 

*  lie  dead  in  the  Exchequer,  without  its  being  in 

*  the  power  of  the  publick,  or  the  government, 

*  to  reap  any  benefit  from  it  *,  and  in  the  mean 

*  time,  as  the  produce  of  the  annual  funds  cannot 

*  anfwer  the  immediate  occafions  of  the  govern- 

*  ment,  his  Majefty  may  probably  be  obliged  at 

*  Lady-Day  next,  or  foon  after,  to  borrow  5  or 
^  600,000/.  at  an  intereft  of  3  per  Cent,  upon  the 
*■  credit,  I  fhall  fuppofe,  of  the  malt  tax,  in  or- 

*  der  to  anfwer  thofe  demands  which  may  occur 

*  before  the  produce  of  that  tax  can  come  in  to 
'  fatisfy  them :  Now  if  his  Majefty  were  impow- 
^  ered  to  make  ufe  of  the  produce  of  the  finking 

*  fund  in  the  mean  time,    it  would  prevent  his 

*  being  under  a  necefHty  of  borrowing  any  mo- 

*  ney  at  Lady-Day  next,  and  whatever  fhould  be 

*  found  necefTary  to  be  taken  in  the  mean  time 

*  from  the  finking  fund,  might  be  replaced  by  the 

*  produce  of  the  malt  tax,  or  fome  of  the  other 

*  funds  provided  for  the  current  fervice  of  this 

*  next    enfuing    year,    before    Michaelmas   next, 

*  which  is  the  fooneft  any  payment  can  be  diredt- 

*  ed  to  be  made  out  of  the  produce  of  that  fund ; 

*  or  if  the  whole  fhould  not  then  happen  to  be  re- 

*  placed,  a  fmall  fum  might  be  then  borrowed  for 
'  g.  fhort  term,  in  order  to  make  good  the  defi- 

*  ciency,  and  to  make  that  payment  to  the  pub- 

*  lick  creditors,    which,   I  fuppofe,    will  by  this 

*  fefTion  be  dire(5led    to  be  made  at  Michaelmas 

*  next, 

*  I  hope.  Sir,  I  have  explained  myfelf  fo  as  to 
'  be   underftood   by  every  gentleman  that  hears 

*  me,    and   if  the   houfe   thinks  fit  to  agree  to 

*  what  I  propofe,  the  proper  method  cf  doing  it 

'  will. 
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'  will,  in  my  opinion,  be,  to  come  to  a  refolutloil 

*  in  this  committee,  to  grant  his  Majefty  a  million 

*  towards  redeeming  the  like  fum  of  fome  of  the 

*  publick  debts ;  and  then  when  we  take  this  af- 
'  fair  into  our  confederation  in  the  committee  of 

*  ways  and  means,  we  may  refolve.  That  towards 

*  railing  the  fupply  granted  to  his  Majefty,  there 
'  be  iflued  and  applied  the  fum  of  one  million  out 
'  of  fuch  monies  as  have  arifen,  or  fhall  or  may 

*  arife  of  the  furplufles,  excefles,  or  overplus  mo- 

*  nies,  commonly  called  the  finking  fund.  This, 
^  Sir,  I  take  to  be  the  proper  method  of  carrying 

*  what  I  have  propofcd  into  execution,  and,  if  I 

*  find  the  houfe  approves  of  it,  I  fhall  take  the 

*  liberty  to  rife  up  again,  and  make  you  fuch  a 

*  motion  as,  I  think,  ought  to  be  agreed  to  in  the 
'  committee  we  are  now  in.' 

As  this  new  method  of  ordering  the  appHcatloti 
of  the  finking  fund  was  generally  approved  of, 
the  fame  gentleman  ffcood  up  on  the  nth,  when 
the  houfe  had  again  refolved  itfelf  into  the  faid 
committee,  and  after  a  fliort  fpeech,  moved,  to 
refolve,  That  the  fum  of  one  million  fhould  be 
granted  to  his  Majefly,  towards  redeeming  the 
like  fum  of  the  increafed  capital  of  the  South-Sea 
^  company,  as  was  then  commonly  called  Old  South- 
Sea  annuities. 

But  as  many  gentlemen  were  of  opinion  the  faid 
million  ought  not  to  be  applied  towards  redeeming 
any  part  of  the  South-Sea  capital,  but  towards  re- 
deeming a  part  of  the  Bank  capital,  there  enfued 
a  long  debate,  in  which  the  arguments  for  the 
motion  were  to  the  eiFe<5l  as  folio weth,  viz, 

i^batcon         t  gj      ^    ^j^    fmklng  fund  is  one  of  the  moil 

the  qucftion,  r  r   \     r         ^  n    \  ^' n       i     • 

Whether  the'  uieful  funds  that  ever  was  eltablilhed  m  this 
ftouidVe"a"p^.  '  kingdom,  as  it  is  the  only  fund  from  which  we 
plied  to  the    '  can  expedt  a  diminution  of  our  taxes,  and  an 

SarkoxS.S.  ^  s        r 

company.  ^***^ 
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*  eafe  to  ourfelves  or  our  pofterity,  and  as  the  dlf- 
'  poficioii  of  that  fund  is  left  intirely  to  the  wif- 
'  dom  of  Parliament,  we  ought  to  be  extreamly 

*  careful  of  applying  it  yearly  to  that  purpofe 
'  from  which  the  greateft  benefit  may  redound  to 

*  our  native  country  ;  and  when  we  happen  to  be 

*  in  cjrcumftances  fo  lucky  as  to  be  able  to  apply 

*  the  whole  produce  towards  difcharging  fo  much 
'  of  the  national  debt,  the  only  two  queftions 
*•  that  can  fall  under  our  confideration,  are.  What 
'  part  of  the  publick  debts  are  moft  grievous  to 
'  the  nation  in  general  ?  and,  What  part  may  be 
'  paid  off  with  the  greateft  eafe  to  thofe  who  are 
'  the  creditors  of  the  publick  ?  The  firft  queftion 
'  deferves,  and  will  certainly  meet  with  our  great- 

*  eft  regard  i  but  if  it  fhould  appear,  that  the  in- 

*  tereft  of  the  publick  is  no  way  concerned,  which 
'  part  of  the  national  debt  fhall  be  fir  ft  paid  off, 

*  the   fecond    queftion   will  then  deferve  our  at- 

*  tention  -,  becaufe  the  greater  regard  we  fhew  to 
'  the  creditors  of  the  publick,  the  more  we  fhall 
'  eftablifti  the  publick  credit ;  and  the  more  the 
'  credit  of  the  nation  is  eftabliftied,  the  more  eafy 
'  will  it  be  for  us  to  reduce  the  intereft  now  paya- 

*  ble  upon  our  publick  funds. 

'  If  there  were  any  of  our  publick  debts  that 

'  bore  an  intereft  higher  than  the  reft,  that  debt 

'  would  certainly  be   the   moft   grievous    to   the 

'  nation,  and,  confequently,  ought  to  be  the  firft 

'  to  be  paid  off  i  but  as  the  whole  debt  of  the 

'  nation  is  now  reduced  to  4  per  Cent,  or  under, 

'  except  about' 1,600,000/.  due  to  th^Bank,  which 

'  bears  an  intereft  o{  6  per  Cent,  and  which  cannot  be 

'  redeemed  till  their  term  be  expired,  therefore,  the 

'  rate  of  intereft  can  be  of  no  weight  in  the  prefent 

'  queftion.   With  regard  to  the  intereft  of  the  pub- 

*  lick,  I  can  think  of  but  three  other  motives  that 
"-  can  induce  us  to  pay  oft'  any  one  of  the  publick 
^  debts,  or  a  part  of  any  one  of  the  publick  debts. 

Vol,  XV.  F  '  rather 
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rather  than  a  part  of  any  other  :  The  firft  I  fhall 
take  notice  of  is,  the  amount  of  thefum  due;  for 
where  feveral  debts  are  due  to  feveral  different 
perfons,  natural  or  political,  that  debt  which  is  the 
largeft  is  certainly  the  moft  grievous,  and  ought 
firft  to  be  paid  off,  or  at  leaft  diminifhed  fo  as  to 
bring  it  upon  a  par  with  others.  The  next  motive 
may  be  drav/n  from  the  taxes  which  are  mort- 
gaged for  paying  the  intereft  •,  for  thofe  credi- 
tors to  whom  the  moft  burdenfome  taxes  are 
mortgaged,  ought  to  be  firft  paid  off,  in  order 
that  we  may  have  it  the  fooner  in  our  power  to 
free  the  nation  from  thofe  taxes :  And  the  third 
motive  depends  upon  the  nature  of  thofe  com- 
panies or  corporations,  to  whom  our  prefent 
debts  are  owing ;  for  a  company  that  is  engaged 
in  trade,  and  is  enabled  to  extend  their  trade 
further  than  they  could  otherways  do,  by  means 
of  that  intereft  which  is  payable  to  them  from 
the  government,  deferve  better  to  have  that  in- 
tereft continued  to  them,  than  a  company,  or 
fet  of  men,  who  carry  on  no  trade,  or  whofe 

of  the 
there- 
former 
is  any 


trade  can  receive  no  increafe,  by  means 
debt  due  to  them  by  the  publick  •,  and, 
fore,  no  part  of  the  debt  due  to  the 
ought  to  be  paid  oft,  as  long  as  there 
thing  due  from  the  publick  to  the  latter. 
'  Now,  Sir,  with  refped  to  every  one  of  thefe 
motives,  I  think,  they  militate  flrongly  in  fa- 
vour of  the  motion  now  made  to  you.  The 
debt  due  to  the  South-Sea  company  is  vaftly 
larger  than  the  debt  due  to  any  other  company 
in  the  kingdom,  and,  therefore,  not  only  ac- 
cording to  the  rules  of  proportion,  but  accord- 
ing to  that  rule  which  will  always,  I  hope,  be 
the  chief  diredlor  of  our  refolutions,  I  mean  the 
intereft  of  the  nation  in  general,  whatever  pay- 
ments we  are  able  to  make  ought  to  be  generally 
applied  towards  diminiihing  the  debt  due  to  that 
2.  '  com- 
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^  company :  Then  as  to  the  taxes  mortgaged  for 
^  the  payment  of  our  publick  debts,   thofe  which 

*  are  mortgaged  to  the  South-Sea  company  are  the 
^  moft  burdenfome,  as  will  appear  to  any  gentle- 
'  man  v^ho  examines  into  that  affair  ;  and  of  the 

*  three  great  companies  who  are  the  chief  credi- 
^  tors  of  the  publick,  it  muft  be  granted,  the 
'  South-Sea  company  carries  on  the  lead  trade, 

*  and  is  the  leaft  capable  of  extending  their  trade, 
'  by  means  of  that  intereft  or  annuity  which  is 
'  due  to  them  from  the  publick.  Thus  in  every 
'  light  we  can  put  it,  if  we  have  a  proper  regard 
^  for  the  intereft  of  the  nation  in  generaJ,  we  muft 

*  conclude,  that  we  ought  to  apply  the  produce 

*  of  the  finking  fund  towards  paying  off  a  part 

*  of  the  debt  due  to  the  South-Sea  com.pany,  ra- 

*  ther  than  any  other  j    and  as  the  debt  due  to 

*  them  is  now  divided  into  three  different  parts, 

*  I  think,  the  next  payment  ought  to  be  apphed 
'  to  that  part   now   called  Old  South-Sea  annui- 

*  ties  ;  becaufe  the  annuities  ought  to  be  all  paid 

*  off,  before  we  pay  off  any  part  of  their  trading 

*  flock  5  and  as  the  laft  payment  v/as  made  to 
'  New  South-Sea  annuities,    the  next  ought  to  be 

*  made  to  the  Old. 

'  But  fuppofe.  Sir,  th?.t  the  intereft  of  the  na- 

*  tion  in  general  is  no  way  concerned,  which  part 
'  of  the  publick  debt  fhall  be  firf!:  paid  off;  in 
'  that  cafe  we  oug[ht  to  fhew  a  reg;ard  to  the  eafe 

*  and  advantage  of  the  feverai  ,3ublick  creditors, 

*  by  making'  the  next  payment  tt  thofe  who  will 

*  fuffer  the  leaft  by  fuch  payment's  being  made  to 
'  them.  It  is  now  the  good  fortune  of  this  na- 
^  tion  to  have  its  credit  fo  well  eitablifhed,  that 
'  all  our  publick  funds  fell  at  an  advanced  price  ; 

*  fo  tliat  it  is  a  di  fad  vantage  and  lofs  to  every  one 

*  of  the  publick  creditors  to  liave  any  part  of  the 
'  debt  due  to  him  paid  oft -,  therefore,  if  the  in- 

*  tereft  of  the  nation  be  quite  unconcerned,    we 

F  2  *  ought 


P  A  R  L  I  A  M  E  X  T  A  R  Y        A.   I737. 

*  ought  to  dired  the  payments  to  be  made  to 
*■  thole  who  will  fuffer  the  lead  by  having  a  part 
'  of  their  capital  paid  off ;  and  of  all  the  publick 

*  creditors,  the  proprietors  of  the  South-Sea  an- 
'  nuities  are  certainly  thofe  that  will  fuffer  the 
^  leaff  ;  becaufe  as  there  is  a  much  larger  fum  due 
'  to  them  than  to  any  other  fet  of  publick.  cre- 

*  ditors,  the  lofs  cannot  fall  fo  heavy  upon  each 

*  particular  perfon  •,  and  as  the  fund  they  are  in 

*  poffeffion  of  does  not  fell  at  a  price  near  fo  high 
'  as  either  the  Ba^ik  or  the  Eajl-India  (lock,  con- 

*  fequently  the  proprietors  of  South-Sea  annuides 
'  cannot  be  fuch  lofers  as  the  proprietors  of  Bank 

*  or  Eafi-India  would  be,  in  cafe  the  next  pay- 

*  ment   were  diredled   to  be  made   to  either  of 

*  them  \    for  a  proprietor  of  South-Sea  annuities 

*  can  lofe  but  12  or  13/.  by  having  100/.  of  his 
'  capital  paid  off-,  whereas  a  proprietor  of  Bank 

*  ftock  would  lofe  above  50/.  and  a  proprietor  of 

*  Eaji-hidia  ftock  would  lofe  near  So/,  by  having 
'  100/.  of  his  capital  paid  off.  From  hence,  Sir, 
'  it  muft  appear,   that  if  we  have  any  regard  to 

*  the  creditors  of  the  publick,  we  muft  order  the 

*  growing  produce  of  the   fmking  fund  for  this 

*  current  year,  to  be  applied  to  the  paying  off  fo 

*  much  of  the  South-Sea  debt  •,  and,  therefore,  I 
'  muft  conclude,  that  in  juflice  to  the  publick  cre- 

*  ditors,  as  well  as  in  juftice  to  the  nation,  the 

*  motion  now  made  ought  to  be  agreed  to.' 

The  Anfvver  to  this,  and  the  arguments  made 
nfe  of  for  fnewing  the  reafonablenefs  of  making 
the  next  payment  to  the  Bank^  were  in  ftibftance 
thus,  viz. 

'  Sir,  as  to  the  ufefulnefs  of  the  fmking  fund, 
'  and  the  advantages  the  nation  may  reap  from  it, 
'  I  entirely  agree  with  the  honourable  gentleman 

*  who  made  you  the  motion  :  I  think  it  is  one  of 
'  the  moft  ufeful  funds  that  was  ever  eftablifhed 

2  *  in 
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'  in  this  kingdom,  I  know  it  is  the  only  fund  by 
^  which  we  or  our  pofterity  can  expect  to  get  free 
'  from  any  of  thofe  taxes  which  now  lie  fo  heavy 
'  upon  our  trade  in  general,  and  upon  our  poor 
'  labourers  and  manufadurers  in  particular  •,  but  I 

•  cannot  a^ree  with  that  honourable  2;ent]eman  in 
opinion,  that  the  difpofition  ot  the  finking  fund 

•  is  left  entirely  to  the  wifdom  of  Parliament. 
'  The  contrary  is,  in  my  opinion,  evident  from 
'  the  very  words  of  thofe  aiis  of  Parliam.ent  by 
'  which  that  fund  was  eftablillied  ;  for  by  them  it 
'  is  exprefly  appropriated  to  the  paying  off  fuch 
^  of  the  publick  debts  and  incumbrances  as  were 
'  incurred  before  the  25th  of  December ^  lyi^  ',  fo 
'  that  the  only  difpofition  left  entirely  to  the  wif- 
'  dom  of  Parliament  is,  with  refpedl  to  the  man- 

•  ner    and  method    of   paying  off   thofe  debts  : 

•  The  Parliament  may  dired  what  fum  ffiail  be 
'  paid   off    at  any  one  time,    and  at  what  time 

fuch  payment  fhall  be  made  ;   or  it  may  direft 
which  of  thofe   debts  any  future  payment  fhall 

•  be  applied  to  -,  but  by  the  original  inilitution  of 
that  fund,  it  was  certainly  defigned  not  to  leave 
it  in  the  power  of  Parliament  to  apply  that  fa- 
cred  fund  to  any  other  purpofe  than  that  of 
paying  off  the  national  debt,  contraded  before 
December  25,  1 7 1 6  ;  at  leaft  fo  far  as  any  one 
Parliament  can  limit  or  retrain  the  power  of  all 
future  Pariiam.ents.  How  far,  or  in  what  cafe, 
any  future  Parliament  may  or  ought  to  break 
thro*  that  reil:raint,  is  a  queftion  which,  I  hope, 
we  (Kail  have  no  occafion  to  difcufs  in  this  ki- 
iion  :  I  am  glad  to  find  we  have  no  fuch  inten- 
tion at  prefent  j  for  the  only  queftion  now  be- 
fore us  is.  Which  of  the  publick  debts  con- 
traded  before  December  25,  1716,  the  next 
payment  ought  to  be  applied  to  ?  And  in  con- 
fidering  that  queftion,  I  hope  I  fliall  be  able  to 
make   it  appear,  that,  if  we  regard  the  publick 

F  3  '  good. 
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good,  and  that  impartial  juftice  which  is  due  to 
all  the  publick  creditors,  the  next  payment 
ought  not  to  be  applied  to  the  South-Sea  ftock, 
or  annuities. 

*  With  refped  to  the  publick  good,  or  the  in- 
'  tereft  of  the  nation  in  general,  it  has  been 
'  granted.  Sir,  that  if  any  of  our  debts  bore  a 
h'gher  rate  of  intereft  than  the  reft,  that  debt 
'  v/ould  certainly  be  the  moft  grievous  to  the  na- 
'  tion,  and  confequently  ought  to  be  the  firft  paid 
'  ofF-,  ?r\(\  at  the  fame  time  it  has  been  granted, 
'  that  there  is  a  debt  of  1,600,000/.  due  to  the 
^  L'^.nk^  which  bears  an  intereft  of  6  per  Cent.  Is 
=  it  not  t]  ^.n  evident  that  this  debt  of  1,600,000/. 
'  ought  to  be  rhe  firft  to  be  paid  off?  But  we  are 
'  told,  this  debt  cannot  be  redeemed  till  the  expi- 
'  ration  or  their  term.     I  know  it  cannot ;  and 

*  I  likewife   know,   we  cannot   come  at  the  re- 

*  dernption  of  this  mortgage,  till  after  we  have 

*  pai^  off  the  whole  of  the  other  debts  due 
'  to  me  Bank.  Is  not  this  a  ftrong  reafon,  Sir, 
'  for  our  paying  off  as  faft  as  poffible  all  the 
'  ether  debts  due  to  the  Bankj  m  order  to  come  at 
'  the  redemption  of  this  mortgage  of  1,600,000/. 
'  which  is  now  the  heavieft  mortgage  this  nation 
'  groans   under  ?    And    what   ftill    adds    to   the 

*  weight  of  this  argument  is,  that  by  the  time 
'  he  have  paid  off  the  other  debts  due  to  the 

*  Bank^  and  for  which  they  have  only  an  intereft 
'  of  4  per  Cent,  their  term  will  be  expired,  fo 
'  that  we  can  then  redeem  this  heavy  mortgage 

*  without  further  delay  -,  whereas,  if  we  do  not 
'  now  begin  to  pay  off  the  other  debts  due  to 

*  the  Bank^  we  cannot,  even  when  their  term  is 

*  expired,  have  it  in  our  power  to  redeem  this 
'  mortgage,  becaufe,  by  agreement,  we  cannot 
^  redeem  it  till  we  have  paid  off  all  the  other  fums 
f  due  by  the  publick  to  that  company.  There- 
^  fore,  if  we  have  any  regard  to  the  publick  good, 

*  we 
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^  we  ought  to  apply  every  future  payment  to  the 
'  Bank  till  they  are  entirely  paid  ofF,  or  at  leaft 
'  till    they    agree    to    take    4  per  Cent,    for   this 

*  1,600,000/.  as  well  as  for  the  reft  of  their  fund, 

*  which  would  be  a  faving  of  32,000/.  per  An- 
<  num  to  the  publick,  and  a  faving  that  would 
'  greatly  contribute  towards  enabling  us  to  reduce 

*  all  our  publick  debts  to  3  per  Cent,  intereft. 

'  Now,  Sir,  with  refped  to  the  other  motives 

*  mentioned  by  the  honourable  gentleman,  for  in- 
'  ducing  us  to  pay  off  a  part  of  one  debt  rather 

*  than  a  part  of  any  other,  I  jfhall  readily  admit, 
'  that  it  is  more  grievous  to  owe  a  large  debt  than 
'  to  owe  a  fmall  fum  ;  but  I  cannot  admit  that, 
'  therefore,  of  two  or  more  debts  the  largeft 
'  ought  to  be  firft  paid  off,  or  at  leaft  diminiihed, 

*  fo  as  to  bring  it  upon  a  par  with  others  \  for  in 
'  private  life  it  is  always  reckoned  better  for  a 
'  man  to  owe  a  large  fum  to  one  perfon,  than  to 
'  owe  a  fum  of  equal  value  to  a  great  number  of 

*  different  perfons  ;  and  for  this  reafon  we  often 
'  find  gentlemen  of  eftates  borrowing  a  large  fum 
'  of  money  from  one  perfon,  in  order  to  pay  off 
'  a  great  number  of  fmall  creditors,  though  they 
'  feldom  or  never  have  or  can  obtain  that  advan- 
'-  tage  which  the  publick  at  prefent  enjoys,  of 
*-  making  partial  payments  to  that  large  creditor. 
'  If  a  private  man  owed  1000/.  to  one  man,  and 
'  4  or  5000/.  to  ten  or  a  dozen  different  perfons, 
'  though  he  had  a  privilege  of  making  partial 
'  payments  to  his  large  creditor,  yet,  if  he  could 
'  fave  500  or  1000/.  a  year  out  of  his  eftate,  he 
'  would  certainly  apply  that  faving  towards  dif- 
'  charging  his  fmall  debts,    rather  than  towards 

*  difcharging  yearly  a  part  of  the  large  debt.     In 

*  like  manner  with  regard  to  the  publick,  it  was 

*  formerly  reckoned  better  to  owe  a  large  fum  to 

*  the  South-Sea  company,  than  to  owe  the  fame 
^  fum  to  a  great  number  of  perfons  j  which  was 

Fa  *  one 
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one  reafon,  among  others,  for  inducing  the  le- 
giflature  to  grant  them  a  power  to  take  in  by 
purchaie  or  fiibfcription,  or  pay  oft  all  the  irre- 
deemable and  redeemable  debts  then  due  by  the 
publick  to  a  great  multitude  of  private  perfons. 
This,  I  fay,  was  then  deemed  to  be  a  benefit  to 
the  publick,  and  will  certainly  appear  to  be 
fuch,  as  often  as  the  publick  has  any  propofition 
to  make  to  its  creditors  ;  fo  that  the  largenefs  of 
the  Soittb-Sea  debt,  in  comparifon  v*^ith  the  debt 
due  to  any  other  company,  fhould  rather  be  an 
argument  for  making  no  partial  payments  to 
them  till  all  the  other  fmaller  debts  be  firft  paid 
off. 

'  But,  Sir,  there  is  another  advantage  which 
will  accrue  to  the  publick  from  paying  off  the 
whole,  or  a  great  part  of  the  debt  due  to  the 
other  companies,  which  will  appear  evident  to 
every  gentleman,  who  confiders,  that  a  trading 
company  poffeffed  of  an  exclufive  privilege, 
muft  alway^  come  to  be  a  great  difadvantage  to 
the  trade  of  every  country,  where  fjch  a  com.- 
pany  is  eftablifned,  and  continued  •,  for  though 
in  the  infancy  of  any  particular  fort  of  trade, 
it  may  be  neceffary  to  erecft  a  company  for  fet- 
ting  it  up  ;  yet,  when  the  trade  comes  to  be 
fufHciently  ertablifhed,  when  great  numbers  of 
our  own  people  are  well  acquainted  with  it,  and 
willing  to  carry  it  on  in  a  private  way,  the  con- 
tinuing of  the  company,  or  at  lead  the  continu- 
ing of  their  exclufive  privilege,  mud:  be  a  difad- 
vantage to  the  trade  of  our  country  ;  becaufe 
a  company  can  never  carry  on  a  trade  at  fo 
cheap  a  rate  as  private  perfons  can  do,  and  are 
therefore  not  fo  capable  of  preventing  foreigners 
from  interfering  with  us  in  the  trade  •,  for  as  they 
are  always  at  a  great  expence,  they  muft  have  great 
profits,  and  great  profits  not  only  tempt,  but 
enable   foreigners   to  interfere  with  us  in  any 

'   trade. 
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*  trade.     It  is  not  now  neceflary  to  (hew  that  the 

*  exclufive  privilege  enjoyed  by  the  Bank  and  £^7^- 
India  company  is  a  difadvantage  to  the  trade  of 
the  nation  in  general :  It  is  fufficient  at  prefent 
to  obferve,  that  this  exclufive  privilege  cannot 
be  taken  from  either  of  them,  till  every  Shilling 
due  to  them  by  the  publick  be  paid  off ;  fo  that 
the  expiration  of  the  term  for  which  that  pri- 
vilege has  been  granted  fignifies  nothing,  as  long 
as  there  is  any  money  due  to  them  •,  and  fure- 
ly  it  would  be  an  advantage  to  the  publick,  to 
have  it  in  our  power  to  put  an  end  to  that  privi- 
lege as  foon  as  the  term  expires,  in  cafe  it  fhould 
then  appear  to  be  a  difadvantage  to  the  trade  of 
the  nation  ;  which  power  we  cannot  acquire  but 
by  paying  off,  in  the  mean  time,  a  great  part  of 
the  capital  of  each.  This  is  an  advantage  we 
cannot  acquire  by  any  payment  made  to  the 
South-Sea  company,  becaufe  the  exclufive  privi- 
lege granted  to,  and  enjoyed  by  that  company, 
is  a  privilege  granted  to  them  for  ever  •,  and 
therefore  the  publick  good  of  the  nation  is  not 
fo  much  concerned,  nor  can  ever  be  fo  much 
concerned,  in  the  paying  off  the  whole  capital 
due  to  them,  as  it  may  be  in  paying  off  the 
whole  capital  due  to  either  of  the  other  two. 

'  From  what  I  have  faid,  Sir,  in  relation  to 
trading  companies  with  an  exclufive  privilege,  it 
mufl:  appear,  that  when  the  trade  is  once  gene- 
rally known,  and  thoroughly  eftablifhed,  if  you 
can  redeem  and  abolifh  their  exclufive  privilege 
by  the  redemption  of  the  annuity  or  interefl 
payable  to  them,  you  ought  as  foon  as  poffible 
to  redeem  both  the  one  and  the  other  •,  becaufe, 
by  laying  the  trade  open  you  will  increafe  rather 
than  diminifii  the  trade  of  your  country.  In- 
deed, if  the  company  has  an  exclufive  privilege 
which  you  cannot  take  from  them,  even  after 
you  have  paid  off  the  whole  debt  due  to  them, 

'  the 
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the  paying  oft  fuch  a  debt  may  be  a  difad van- 
tage to  your  trade,  becaufe  you  may,  by  fo  do- 
ing, prevent  the  company's  being  able  to  pufii 
their  trade  fo  far  as  they  might  othervvife  have 
done  ;  and  at  the  fame  time  all  private  adventurers 
are  precluded  from  engaging  in  it  by  the  conti- 
nuance of  the  company's  exclufive  privilege  % 
therefore,  it  is  inconfiftent  with  the  publick  good 
to  pmy  off  any  fuch  debt,  or  any  part  of  fuch 
a  debt,  as  long  as  there  are  any  other  publick 
debts  to  be  paid  off-,  and  does  not  every  one 
fee,  that  this  is  a  good  argument  agalnil  making 
any  future  payments  to  the  South-Sea  company  ? 
for  the  intereft  payable  upon  their  annuities  may 
contribute  as  much  as  the  interefl  payable  upon 
their  ftock,  towards  enabling  them  to  extend 
their  trade  ,  becaufe,  the  only  way  by  which 
either  can  contribute  towards  enabling  them  to 
extend  their  trade,  is,  by  the  money's  lying  for 
fome  time  in  their  hands,  before  they  be  obliged 
to  iiTue  it  to  the  proprietors ;  and  the  intereft 
money  of  their  annuities  lies  as  long  in  the  com- 
pany's hands  before  they  be  obliged  to  ifiue  it 
for  paying  the  half-yearly  annuities  grown  due 
to  the  annuitants,  as  the  intereft  money  of 
their  ftock  can  do,  before  they  be  obliged  to  if- 
fue  it  for  paying  the  half-yearly  dividends  growrt 
due  to  the  proprietors  of  their  trading  ftock. 
'  As  for  the  taxes  mortgaged  to  the  South- 
Sea  company,  or  to  any  other  company,  they 
can  be  of  no  weight  in  the  prefent  debate  ;  for 
v/henever  we  have  a  mind  to  abolifti  any  of  our 
prefent  heavy  taxes,  we  know,  Sir,  there  is  no 
company,  nor  publick  creditor  in  England^  but 
will  be  glad  to  cotifent  to  the  aboliftiing  of  any 
fuch  tax,  and  to  accept  of  an  annuity  payable 
out  of  the  finking  fund,  in  lieu  of  the  annuity 
payable  to  them  out  of  the  produce  of  that  tax. 
This  we  know  by  a  late  experiment  in  the  cafe 

*  of 
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'  of  the  falt-duty,  which  was  once  by  this  houfe 

*  refolved  to  be  the  moft  grievous  tax  in  England^ 
"  and  was  therefore  aboliihed.  In  that  cafe  we 
'  know.  Sir,  how  readily  the  South-Sea  and  other 
'  companies  agreed  to  take  annuities  payable  out 
'  of  the  finking  fund,  in  lieu  of  the  annuities 
^  payable  to  them  out  of  the  produce  of  that  tax ; 
^  but  fo  variable  are  the  fentiments  of  fome  gen- 

*  tlemen,   that  in  two  years  time,  that  very  tax 

*  was  deemed  not  near  fo  grievous  as  a  fhilling  in 

*  the  pound  upon  land,  and  therefore  it  was  re- 
^  eftablifhed  for  three  years,  and  granted  for  fup- 
^  plying  the  current  fervice  of  the  year,  in  order 
'  to  prevent  our  being  obliged  to  lay  an  additional 
^  fhilling  in  the  pound  but  for  one  year  upon  land  ; 
^  and  I  think  it  has  {mcQ  been  continued  for  kvtn 
^  years  longer,  for  the  very  fame  reafon  and  purpofe : 
'  Nay  I'm  afraid  we  are  loaded  with  It  for  ever ; 

*  for  as  it  is  a  tax  that  creates  a  great  deal  of  pow- 
'  er,  though  it  produces  but  little  money,  I  be- 
'  lieve  it  will  always  be  preferred  by  a  certain  fort 
'  of  men  to  any  tax  that  may  produce  a  much 

*  greater  revenue  without  propagating  any  fort 
^  of  power.  As  for  my  own  part,  I  ftlll  conti- 
'  nue  to  think  it  one  of  the  moft  burdenfome 
'  and  dangerous  taxes  we  are  fubjedl  to  ;  and  not- 

*  withftanding  the  low  intereft  paid  for  the  money 
'due  upon  it,  I  fhould  think,  one  of  the  beft 
'  ufes  we  could  convert  the  finking  fund  to, 
^  would  be,  to  apply  it  towards  redeeming  and  a- 

*  bolilhing  of  this  tax  -,  becaufe  if  we  confider  the 

*  expences  of  colledling  It,  and  add  that  expence 

*  to  the  intereft  paid  for  the  money  borrowed  up- 
'  on  it,  we  muft  conclude,  the  nation  pays  a  hea- 
'  vy  intereft  for  that  money,  befides  the  danger 
'  our  liberties  may  be  expofed  to  by  continuing  a 
'  tax  which  creates  fo  much  power,  and  produces 
'  fo  fmall  a  revenue,  and  befides  the  danger  our 
'  trade  may  be  expofed  to  by  a  tax  which  en- 

'  hances 
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*  hances  the  price  of  labour  in  every  branch  both 

*  of  our  manufacture,  agriculture,  and  navigation. 

*  Nor  would   the   applying  the  linking  fund  to 

*  fuch  an  ufe  be  a  new  perverting  of  it  ;  for  as 
'  this  tax  was  formerly  one  of  the  taxes  appro- 
'  priated  to  the  payment  of  our  debts  contradled 

*  before  December  25,    1716,    the  applying   the 

*  finking  fund  towards  abolifhing  it,  and  then  re- 

*  viving  it  for  fupplying  the  current  fervice  of  the 

*  year,    was  the   fame  thing  as  if  we  had  then 

*  taken   fuch  a   fum   from   the  finking  fund,   as 

*  would  have  been  fufficient  not  only  for  fupply- 
'  ing  the  current  fervice  of  the  year,  but  for  re- 

*  deeming  the  tax  we  had  then  a  mind  to  abolifh, 
'  for  the  eafe  of  our  poor  labourers  and  manufac- 
'  turers.  But  as  I  have  at  prcfent  no  intention  to 
'  make  any  proportion  for  applying  the  finking 
'  fund  to  fuch  a  purpofe,  I  Ihall  infift  no  longer 

*  upon  this  fubjed. 

'  The  proper  queftion  now  before  us  I  take  to 
«  be,  Sir,  Whether  the  next  payment  from  the 

*  finking  fund  ought  to  be  made  to  the  South-Sea 
'  company,  or  the  Baiik  ?  and  as  I  fet  out  with 
'  faying,  that  if  we  fhew  any  regard  to  the  pub- 

*  lick  good,  or  to  that  impartial  juftice  which  is 
^  due  to  all  the  publick  creditors,  we  ought  not 
'  to  apply  the  next  payment  to  the  South-Sea 
'  company,     I  think  I  have  fbewn  that,  with  re- 

*  fpe6l   to  the  publick  good,    none   of   the  mo- 

*  tives  mentioned  can  induce  us  to  apply  the  next 

*  payment  to  that  company,  but  that  on  the 
'  contrary,  every  one  of  thofe  motives  are  fl:rong 
'  arguments  for  not  making  any  future  payment 

*  to'them,  till  all  or  moft  of  our  other  debts  be  en- 

*  tirely  paid  off.  Now,  Sir,  with  regard  to  that  im- 
'  partial  juftice  which  we  ought  to  fhew  to  all  our 

*  crediiorp,  I  fhall  grant  the  credit  of  the  nation  is 
'  now  fo  well  eflabiiflied,  that  all  our  publick  funds 
'  ft  11  at  an  advanced  price,  and  that  therefore  it 

'  is 
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is  a  difadvantage  to  the  publick  creditors  to  be 
paid  ofF  a  part  of  what  is  due  to  them  *,  but  the 
only  way  of  preferving  the  credit  we  now  have, 
is  to  pay  off  our  debts  as  fafl  as  pofTible, 
without  contrading  any  new  debt,  and  in  mak- 
ing fuch  payments,  to  ihew  no  partiality  or  fa- 
vour to  one  fet  of  publick  creditors  more  than 
another.  No  man  can  find  fault  with  us,  or 
complain  of  partiality,  on  account  of  our  hav- 
ing a  regard  to  the  publick  good,  and  paying 
off  thofe  creditors  firil  whofe  debts,  by  reafon 
of  any  intereft,  privilege,  or  circumftance  at- 
tending them,  are  mod  burdenfome  or  inconve- 
nient to  the  nation  in  general ;  but  fo  far  as  oup 
creditors  are  upon  an  equal  footing  with  refped: 
to  the  publick  good,  as  It  is  a  difadvantage  to 
every  one  of  them  to  receive  payment  of  the 
whole,  or  any  part  of  the  debt  due  to  him,  we 
ought  to  regulate  our  payments  In  fuch  a  man- 
ner as  that  the  difadvantage  may  fall  upon  all, 
exadlly  in  proportion  to  the  ihare  each  man, 
or  every  fet  of  men,  have  in  thofe  debts. 
*  According  to  this  proportion.  Sir,  we  have 
already  done  Injuftice  to  the  South-Sea  company ; 
for  to  take  the  capitals  of.  the  South-Sea^  Bank, 
and  Eaft-India^  as  they  flood  in  the  year  1727, 
when  the  great  reduction  of  publick  intereft  took 
place,  and  to  which  national  advantage  the 
South-Sea  company  contributed  a  great  deal  more 
than  its  fhare,  we  muft  reckon  that  every  fourth 
payment  at  leaft  ought  to  have  been  made  to 
the  Bank^  and  every  eleventh  or  twelfth  to  the 
Eaft-India  company  ;  whereas  we  have  already 
made  five  feveral  payments  of  a  million  each  to 
the  South-Sea  company,  and  one  of  500,000/, 
without  paying  fo  much  as  one  fhilling  of  the 
capital  either  of  the  Bank  or  Eaft-India  compa- 
ny i  for  though  one  million  has  been  paid  to 
*  the  Bank^    yet    care    was    taken    their    capital 

'  fl^iould 
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^  fhould  not  be  thereby  diminifhed,  becaufe  the 
'  very  next  following  year,  a  new  fum  of 
'  1,250,000/.  was  borrowed  from  them,  which 
'  naiii:  be  redeemed,  as  well  as  every  other  fhil- 

*  ling  due  to  them,  before  the  nation  can  get  free 

*  of  their  exclufive  privilege.     Can  this.  Sir,  be 

*  called  impartial  juftice,  or  can  it  be  faid  we  have 
'  fhewn  this  partial  favour  to  the  Bank  and  Eaji- 
'  India^  for  the  fake  of  publitk  good,  and  becaufe 

*  it  is  for  the  interefl  of  the  nation  to  fupport 

*  thefe  two  companies,  and  continue  them  in  pof- 

*  feffion  of  that  exclufive  privilege  they  now  en- 

*  joy,  and  by  which  they  have  for  many  years 

*  made  fo  great  an  advantage  ?  No,  Sir,  I  have 
'  fhewn  that  if  the  publick  good  be  engaged  on 
'  either  fide  of  the  queftion,  it  is  on  the  fide  of 
'  the  South-Sea  company,  both  becaufe  the  great- 
'  eft  debt  is  due  to  them,  and  becaufe  we  cannot 
'  redeem  their  exclufive  privilege  by  t^a^  redemp- 
'  tion  of  their  capital ,  which  we  may  do  with 

*  refped  to  the  other  two. 

'  But,  Sir,  we  are  told  we  ought  to  fhew  a  re- 

*  gard  to  the  private  intereft  of  the  publick  credi- 

*  tors,    by   diredling    all   future  payments  to  be 

*  made  to  thofe  who  will  fuffer  tho.  leaft  by 
^  having  a  part  of*  their  capital  paid  oiF.  With 
'  all  my  heart.  Sir,    let  us  fhew  as  much  regard 

*  to  the  private  intereft  of  our  creditors  as  the 
'  publick  intereft  will  admit ,  but  do  not  \^t  us 
'  fhew  a  partial  regard  to  any  one  of  them,  or  to 

*  any  fet  of  them.  We  have  already  fhewn  a 
'  partial  regard  to  the  Bank  and  Eaft-India  com- 
'  pany,    we   have  already  done  injuftice   to  the 

*  South-Sea  company.     This  is  the  chief  reafon 

*  for  their  annuities  felling  at  fo  low  a  price  ;  and 
'  from  this  which  is  the  effedl  of  our  former  par- 

*  tiality  and  injuftice,  an  argument  is  now  drav/n 
'  for  continuing  that  injuftice  in  all  time  to  come, 

*  I  fay  ia  all  time  tQ  come,  at  leaft  till  gur  debts 

*  be 


A,  1737.         D  E  B  A^T  E  S.  79 

^  be  all  paid  off,  which  muft  be  a  very  long  time, 
^  if  we  are  to  form  a  judgment  of  it  from  our 
^  management  for  thefe  twenty  years  pad  -,  for  if 
'  this  argument  be  now  of  any  force,  it  will 
^  every  year  acquire  new  vigour,  becaufe  the  par- 
'  tiality  v/e  jfhev/  to  our  other  funds,  will  make 
^  them  increafe  In  their  current  value  from  year  to 
'  year.     From  hence  we  may  fee  the  weaknefs  of 

*  this  argument,  and  furely  if  Vv'e  are  to  fhew  a 
'  favour  to  any  of  our  creditors,  or  a  partial  re- 
'  gard  to  the  private  intereft  of  any  fet  of 
'^  them,  it  ought  to  be  to  thofe  who  have  made 
^  the  leafl  advantage  by  lending  their  money  to 
'  the  government ;    confequently    the  Bank  and 

*  Eaft-India  ought  to  be  the  firft  paid  off,  becaufe 

*  the  proprietors  of  both  thefe  companies  have 

*  been   for  many  years  receiving  large  additional 

*  dividends  from  th^  profits  of  their  trade  •,  where- 
^  as  the  proprietors  of  South-Sea  ftock  or  annuities 
'  have  never  received  fo  large  additional  dividends 
^  from  the  profits  of  their  trade,  nor  have  they 
'  received  any  fuch  dividend  for  fo  long  a  time. 

^  For   this   reafon.    Sir,    it   muft  be  granted, 

*  that  though  the  proprietors  of  Bank  and  Eaft- 

*  India  fhould  really  lofe  a  little  more  than  the 
'  proprietors  of  South-Sea  annuities,    the  former 

*  wiJl  be  much  better  able  to  bear  that  lofs  than 
'  we  can  fuppofe  the  latter  to  be ;  becaufe  the 
^  more  they  have  got  by  sdditional  dividends, 
'  the  better  able  will  they  be  to  bear  the  lofs  they 

*  may  fuftain  by  being  paid  ofF.  But,  Sir,  I 
'  muft  upon  this  occafion  take  notice,  that  the 
'  South-Sea  annuities  are  not  at  fo  low  a  price 
'  in  proportion  to  our  other  funds  as  fome  gentle- 
'  men  may  imagine,  nor  will  the  difference  be- 
^  tween  the  lofs  they  may  fuftain  by  having  this 
'  next  payment  applied  to  them,  and  the  lofs 
'  the  Bank  or  Eaft- India  proprietors  might  fuftain 
'  by  its  being  applied  to  them,  be  near  fo  great 

'  as 
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as  the  honourable  gentleman  has  been  pleafed  to 
reprefent.  For  Souih-Sea  annuities,  in  propor- 
tion to  their  dividend,  are  really  at  a  higher 
price  than  Ba7tk  ftock  is  at  prefent ;  becaufe,  if 
4  per  Cent,  per  Annuniy  the  dividend  upon  thefe 
annuities,  gives  1 1 3/.  their  prefent  price,  5  f  per 
Cent,  per  Annum^  the  dividend  up>on  Bank 
ftock,  ought  to  give  above  155/.  which  is  more 
than  the  prefent  price  of  Bank  ftock  ;  and  with 
refped  to  Eaft-India  ftock,  the  prefent  price  of 
it  is  not,  in  proportion  to  its  dividend,  much 
above  the  prefent  price  of  South-Sea  annuities  ; 
for  if  4  per  Cent,  per  Annum  give  113/.  6  per 
Cent,  per  Annum^  the  prefent  Eaft-India  divi- 
dend, ought  to  give  near  170/.  fo  that  at  180/. 
the  prefent  high  price,  it  is  but  10  per  Cent, 
above  the  proportion  j  and  this  advance,  we  may 
believe,  is  in  a  great  meafure  owing  to  the  cer- 
tainty the  proprietors  have  of  not  being  obliged 
to  receive  any  partial  payments  for  many  years 
to  come. 

*  Now,  Sir,  with  refpedl  to  the  lofs  either  of 
thefe  fets  of  publick  creditors  may  fuftain  by 
having  the  next  payment  applied  to  them,  it  is 
certain  the  South-Sea  annuitants  will  lofe  the 
whole  advance  price,  that  is,  every  one  of  them 
will  lofe  at  the  rate  of  13/.  per  Cent,  upon  what- 
ever money  he  receives  as  his  ftiare  of  that  par- 
tial payment  •,  but  we  are  not  to  fuppofe,  that 
the  proprietors  of  Eaft-India  ftock  will  lofe  at 
the  rate  of  80/.  per  Cent,  or  that  the  proprietors 
of  Bank  ftock  will  lofe  at  the  rate  of  50/.  per 
Cent,  upon  whatever  money  any  one  of  them 
ftiall  receive  as  his  ftiare  of  this  next  payment, 
if  it  were  to  be  made  to  either  of  them  ;  be- 
caufe, though  a  proportional  part  of  the  annuity 
due  from  the  government  will  ceafe  in  every  one 
of  the  three  cafes,  yet,  in  the  cafe  of  the  Bank 
and  Eaft-India  company,   the  proprietors  have 

*  another 
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'  another  fort  of  annuity,  an  additional  dividend, 
'  which  arlfes  from  their  trade  -,  and  as  the  trade 
'  of  neither  of  them  cannot  either  ceafe  or  be  di- 
'  minifhed   by  this  next  partial  payment's  being 

*  made  to  them,  by  the  redu(5lion  of  their  capi- 
'  tal,  this  additional  dividend  muft  of  courfe  in.- 

*  creafe  upon  the  whole  remaining  capital ;  and, 
'  confequently,  the  current  price  of  the  whole  re- 
'  maining  capital  muft  rife  a  great  deal  above  the 
'  prefent  market-price. 

*  To  illuftrate  what  I  have  faid,  Sir,  by  figures, 
'  as  far  as  the  prefent  opportunity  will  permit, 
'  I  fhall  fuppofe  the  capital  of  the  South-Sea  old 
'  annuities  not  to  exceed  10,000,000/.  the  capital 
'  of  the  Bank  not  to  exceed  the  like  fum,  and  the 
'  capital  of  the  Ea ft- India  company  not  to  exceed 
'  3,000,000/.  I  know  every  one  of  thefe  capi- 
'  tals  exceed  the  fums  I  have  mentioned,  but  in 
'  the  prefent  cafe  the  calculations  will  be  the  fame, 
'  let  their  capitals  amount  to  what  they  will ; 
'  and,  I  fuppofe  thefe  round  fums  that  my  calcu- 
'  lations  may  be  the  more  eafily  underftood. 
'  Now,  fuppofe  the  next  payment  is  to  be  made 
'  to  South-Sea  old  annuities,  as  the  honourable 
'  gentleman  has  propofed  •,  in  that  cafe  a  proprie- 
^  tor  of  1000/.  capital  will  receive  100/.  of  his 
^  capital,  and,  confequently,  will  for  the  future, 
'  without  a  new  pur  chafe,  ftand  pofiefTed  of  900/. 
'  capital  only  ;  fo  that  he  will  lofe  the  advanced 
'  price,  being  13/.  upon  the  100/.  paid  off,  no 
'  part  of  which  lofs  can  be  replaced  to  him  by 
'  any  advantage  his  remaining  capital  will  receive, 
'  by  means  of  the  payment  then  made  by  the 
'  publick.  Let  me  next  fuppofe  the  payment  now 
'  under  our  confideration  to  be  made  to  the  Bank : 
'  In  that  cafe  a  proprietor  of  1000/.  capital  Bank 
^  ftock  will  receive  100/.  confequently  he  muft 
'  have  100/.  of  his  capital  annihilated,  and  will, 
'  therefore,  for  the  future,    without  a  new  pur- 

VoL,  XV.  G  'chafe. 
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^  chafe,  ftand  poflefled  of  900/.  capital  only  ,  fo 

*  that  he  will  lofe  the  advanced  price,  being  50/. 

*  but  I  fnall  now  fhew  that  a  great  part  of  this 

*  50/.  will  be  re-placed  to  him  by  an  advantage 

*  his  remaining  capital  muffc  neceflarily  receive,  by 
'  means  of  the  payment  made  by  the  publick ; 

*  for  as  the  Bank  make  at  prefent  an  additional  di- 

*  vidend  of  i  t  per  Cent,  per  Annum^  out  of  the 

*  profits  by  their  trade,  upon  their  whole  capital 

*  of  10,000,000/.  as  that  capital  will  then  be  re- 

*  duced  to  nine  millions,   and  as  no  part  of  the 

*  profits  by  their  trade  will  ceafe  or  be  diminifhed, 

*  becaufe  of  the  payment  thus  made  to  them  by 

*  the  publick,  their  whole  profits  which  were  for- 

*  merly  divided   upon  ten  millions  capital,    will 

*  for  the  future  come  to  be  divided  upon  nine 
'  millions  capital  only,  which  muft  neceflarily  in- 
'  creafe  their  future  dividends,   and  confequently 

*  enhance   the   price    of  every  man's   remaining 

*  ffcock  :  As  the  Bank  divides  at  prefent  i  ~  per 

*  Cent,  from  the  profits  of  their  trade  upon  the 

*  fuppofed  capital  of  10,000,000/.  we  muft  reckon 

*  the  nett  profits  of  their  trade   to   amount  to 

*  150,000/.  per  Annum^    and  as   this   150,000/. 

*  per  Annum  will  afterwards  come  to  be  divided 

*  upon  nine  millions  capital  only,  the  additional 
'  dividend  from  the  profits   of  their  trade  will 

*  then  amount  to  i/.  13 J.  4.d.  per  Cent,  inftead 
'  of  i/.  \os.  therefore  the  future  dividends  of  the 
'  Bank.,  if  this  payment  be  made  to  them,  muft 

*  neceflarily  be  5/.  13 J".  4^.  and  if  a  dividend  of 
'  5/.  I  OS.  makes  their  capital  fell  at  1 50/.  per  Cent, 

*  a  dividend  of  5/.  13 J.  4^.  vvill  make  their  re- 

*  maining  capital,  after  a  million  paid  oiF,  fell  at 

*  154/.  10^.  and  upwards  ;  fo  that  every  proprie- 

*  tor  of  1000/.  capital,  will  gain  by  the  advanced 

*  price  of  his  remainiiig  900/.  capital,  very  near 

*  41/.  and,  confequently,  we  muft  reckon,  that 
'  no  proprietor  of  Bank  ftock  will  lofe  more  than 

3  '  a^ 
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at  the  rate  of  about  9/.  per  Cent,  by  this  next 
publick  payment's  being  made  to  the  Bank  ; 
whereas  every  proprietor  of  South-Sea  old  annui- 
ties will  lofe  at  the  rate  of  13/.  per  Cent,  by  its 
being  made  to  them. 

*  By  the  fame  method  of  calculation,  Sir,  we 
may  find,  that  if  a  million  were  to  be  paid  at 
Michaelmas  next  to  the  Eajl-India  company,  and 
their  (lock  fuppofed  not  to  exceed  3,000,000/. 
the  proprietors  would  not  lofe  above  20/.  per 
Cent,  upon  the  flock  annihilated  by  fuch  pay- 
ment ;  becaufe,  as  the  whole  profits  of  their 
trade  would  then  come  to  be  divided  upon  two 
millions  capital,  inftead  of  three,  every  man's 
remaining  ftock  would  rife  in  proportion  to  the 
increafe  of  the  dividend,  which  advantage  upon 
his  remaining  ftock  would  atone  for  the  far 
greatefi:  part  of  the  lofs  upon  his  annihilated 
ftock.  But,  as  I  do  not  intend  at  prefent  to 
make  any  propofition  for  applying  the  growing 
produce  of  the  finking  fund  to  the  Eafi- India 
company,  I  fiiall  not  trouble  you  with  the  parti- 
culars of  the  calculation.  I  know  it  may  be 
faid,  that  as  every  payment  made  by  the  pub- 
lick  fends  a  great  number  of  purchafers  to 
market,  the  price  of  South-Sea  old  annuities 
will  certainly  rife  by  fuch  payments  being  made 
to  them  *,  l3ut  this  I  have  taken  no  notice  of, 
becaufe  it  is  an  advantage  will  accrue  equally  to 
the  three  companies,  or  to  which  ever  of  them 
the  payment  fhall  be  made  to  \  and,  therefore, 
can  make  little  or  no  difference  with  reiped:  to 
the  lofs  the  proprietors  of  either  of  them  may 
fuflain  by  having  a  part  of  their  capital  paid 
off. 

'  Thus,  Sir,  it  muft  appear,  that,  if  we  have 
a  mind  to  fhew  a  proper  and  impartial  regard  to 
the  publick  creditors,  we  cannot  order  the  pre- 
fent growing  produce  of  the  finking  fund  to  be 
G  2  ^  applied 
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*  applied  towards  paying  off  any  part  of  the 
'  South- Sea  company's  capital  ;  and  if  we  have  a 
'  mind  to  dired  this  next  payment  to  be  made  to 
'  thofe  who  will  fuffer  the  lead  by  having  a  part 

*  of  their  capital  paid  off,  I  have  fhewn  that  the 

*  proprietors  of  t]\Q  Bank  will  fuffer  the  leaft,  and 
'  therefore  the  next  payment  ought  to  be  made  to 

*  them.   But  if  we  have  mind  to  fhew  a  partial  fa- 

*  vour  to  any  one  fet  of  publick  creditors,  certain- 
'  ly  tht  South-Sea  old  and  new  annuitants  deferve 

*  it  more  than  any  other  ;  for  upon  examination  it 

*  will  be  found,  there  are  among  them  more  ere- 

*  ditors  in  proportion  for  fmall  fums,  than  there 

*  are  in  any  of  our  other  publick  funds  ;  and  as 

*  a  rich  man  is  better  able  to  bear  a  lofs  than  a 

*  poor  man,    that   fund   which  has  the  greateft 

*  number  of  poor  men  in  it  deferves  furely  moft 
'  of  our  companion,    and  confequently   moft  of 

*  our  favour.     To  this  I  fhall  add  another  motive 

*  for  fhewing  more  favour  to  the  South-Sea  annui- 

*  tants,  than  to  any  other  fet  of  publick  creditors, 
'  which  is  this :  It  will,  I  believe,  upon  examina- 
'  tion  appear,   that,   among  the  South-Sea  annui- 

*  tants,    there  is  a  much  fmaller  number  of  fo- 

*  reigners  in  proportion,  than  there  is  among  the 

*  proprietors  of  any  other  of  our  funds  *,  and  I 
'  muft   think,    that   fund   deferves    moft   favour 

*  from  a  Briti/h  Parliament,  which  is  moft  gene- 
'  rally  poflefTed  by  Britijh  fubjeds,  or  at  leaft  it 
'  deferves  equal  favour,  which  is  all  I  have  occa- 
'  fion  for  at  prefent,  for  ftiewing  that  the  next 
'  payment  ought  not  to  be  made  to  the  South-Sea 
'  company. 

'  And  now.  Sir,  I  (hall  conclude  with  taking 
'  notice  of  a  circumftance  relating  to  the  Bank^ 
'  which  ought,  I  think,  to  be  a  prevailing  argu- 
'  ment  for  our  refolving  that  the  next  payment 
'  ftiall  be  made  to  that  company.  I  mean  the  ex- 
'  piration  of  their  term  which  now  draws  pretty 

*  near; 
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'  near;  for  upon  the  ift  o{  Auguft^  ^743^  we 
'  may  upon  giving  proper  notice  pay  off  all  that 
'  fhall  then  remain  due  to  that  company,  and  fo 
'  put  an  end  to  their  fubfifting  as  a  corporation, 
'  unlefs  they  obtain  from  Parliament  a  renewal  of 
'  their  term,  which  certainly  will  not  be  granted 
'  without  a  very  valuable  confideration.     While 

*  the  debt  due  to  them  continues  as  large  as  it  is 
'  at  prefent,  they  need  be  under  no  uneafinefs, 
^  were  their  term  to  expire  to-morrow  ;   becaufe 

*  they  know  the  Parliament  cannot  pay  them  off 
'  in  two  or  three  years ;  and  while  they  are  under 

*  no  uneafinefs,  it  is  certain  they  will  not  be  fo 
'  fond  of  renewing,  nor  will  they  offer  fo  large  a 

*  confideration.  For  this  reafon  I  think  it  is  ab- 
'  folutely  necelTary  to  begin  now  to  pay  them  off; 
'  in  order  that  we  may  have  it  in  our  power,  at 
*•  the  end  of  their  term,  or  foon  after,  to  pay  off 
'  the  whole,  in  cafe  we  fhould  then  find  it  ne- 
'  ceffary  to  put  an  end  to  the  corporation,  or  in 
'  cafe  they  fhould  refufe  to  give  fuch  a  conf.dera- 

*  tion  for  a  renewal  as  may  be  then  thought  juft 
'  and  reafonable. 

'  I  hope,  Sir,  I  have  now  (hewn,  that  it  is  ab- 

*  folutely  inconfiftcnt  with  the  publick  good,  and 

*  with  that  impartial  juftice  which  is  due  to  all  the 
'  creditors  of  the  publick,  to  apply  the  prefent 
'  growing  produce  of  the  finking  fund  towards 

*  paying  off  any  part  of  the  South-Sea  company's 
'  capital ;  and  that  by  applying  it  towards  payiiig 
'  off  the  annuitants  of  that  company,  we  do  an 
'  injufi;ice   to  thofe   who  are  beft  intitled  to  our 

*  compaffion  and  favour.  On  the  other  hand, 
^  I  think  I  have  fhewn,  that  if  we  have  any  re- 
'  gard  for  the  publick  good,  if  we  have  a  mind 
'  to  diftribute  juftice  impartially  to  all  our  credi- 
'  tors,  if  we  have-  a  mind  to  fhew  a  regard  to 
'the  private  intereft  of  our  creditors,  by  apply- 
?  ing  the  next  payment  to  thofe  who  will  fuffer 
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^  the  leaft  by  its  being  made  to  them,  we  ought 
'  to  refolve,  nat  the  fum  of  one  millicn  jhall  he 
'  granted  to  his  Majefty^  towards  redeeming  the  like 

*  fum  of  the  increafed  capital  of  the  governor  and 

*  company  of  the  Bank  of  England.     Therefore  I 

*  hope  the  honourable  gentleman  will  amend  his 

*  motion  by  leaving  out  the  words,  of  the  South- 

*  Sea  company^  as  is  now  commonly  called  Old 
'  South-Sea  annuities^  and  inferting  in  their  ftead, 

*  thefe  words,  of  the  governor  and  company  of  the 

*  Bank  of  England.' 

To   this   it   was   replied    in    fubftance   as   fol- 
lows, vix, 
Reply.  *  Sir,  As  to  the  power  of  Parliament  over  the 

*  finking  fund,  I  muft  ftill  think  it  abfolute  and 

*  unlimited,    notwithftanding    all   that   has   been 

*  now  or  formerly  faid  to  the  contrary ;  and  I 

*  have  this  advantage,   that  I  have  feveral  joint 

*  refolutions  of  all  the  branches  of  our  legiflature 

*  in  favour  of  my  opinion.     I  cannot  eafily  ima- 

*  gine  the  Parliament  which  eftablifhed  the  fink- 

*  ing  fund  had  any  intention  to  limit  or  reftrain 

*  the  pov/er  of  all  future  Parliaments,   with  re- 

*  fpedl  to  the  difpofition  of  the  produce  of  that 
'  fund  :    They  knew  it   was   an   intention   they 

*  could  not  make  effed:ual,   and  I  cannot  think 

*  the  wifdom  of  the  nation  would  propofe  or  form 

*  to  themfelves   an   intention   which  they  knev;- 

*  they  had  no  power  to  make  eiFedlual  ;  but  this 

*  is  not  the  queflion  now  before  us,  and  therefore 
'  I  fhall  not  take  up  your  time  with  expatiating 
^  upon  the-fubjed:. 

*  If  we  could  immediately  redeem  the  original 

*  fund  of  the  Bank^  which  now  bears  an  interelt 

*  of  6  per  Cent.    I   mull   acknowledge.    Sir,    it 

*  would  be  a  very  good  argument  for  our  apply- 
^  ing  this  next  payment  to  that  company :  Nay, 
f  it  would  be  a  good  argument  for  our  borrowing 

^  money 
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'  money  at  4  per  Cent,  fufficient  to  pay  oflT  their 

*  whole  capital,  in  order  to  come  at  the  redemp- 

*  tion  of  that  part  of  it  which  bears  fo  high  an 

*  intereft,  in  cafe  they  refufed  to  comply  with  our 
'  terms  ;  but  we  know  we  cannot  redeem  or  pay 
'  oiF  that  original  fund,  till  the  expiration  of  their 
'  term,  which  has  fix  years  to  run  from  the  firfl 

*  of  Auguft  next  \  therefore,  the  high  intereft  up- 
'  on  that  part  of  their  capital  can  be  no  reafon  for 

*  applying  the  prefent  growing  produce  of  the 
'  finking  fund  towards  redeeming  any  other  part  of 
'  their  fund,  which  bears  the  fame  intereft  now 
'  payable  upon  almoft  all  the  publick  funds.  We 
'  have  at  leaft  five  years  to  think  of  means  for  re- 
'  ducing  the  intereft  payable  upon  their  original 

*  fund,  and,  if  at  the  end  of  that  term,  it  fhould  be 
'  thought  necefTary  to  abolifh  that  company,  or  put 
"  an  end  to  their  exclufive  privilege,  it  will  be  then 
'  eafy,  more  eafy  than  at  prefent,  to  find  money  at  4 

per  Cent,  for  paying  off  their  whole  capital,  tho' 
not  a  fhilling  of  it  fhould  be  paid  off  before 
that  time ;  for  as  the  number  of  lenders  upon 
publick  fecuritics  will  be  every  year  increafing  by 
the  payments  made  out  of  the  finking  fund,  let 
them  be  made  to  whom  they  will,  it  will  of 
courfe  become  every  year  more  eafy  for  the 
publick  to  borrow  money  at  4  per  Ceyit.  nay, 
perhaps,  even  at  3  per  Cent,  than  it  can  be 
now,  or  in  any  preceding  year.  On  the  other 
hand,  if  upon  the  expiration  of  that  term,  it  i. 
fhould  be  thought  proper  to  continue  the  Bank., 
and  to  continue  them  in  the  poffeffion  of  their 
prefent  exclufive  privilege,  the  more  capital  they 
are  then  poffeffed  of,  the  more  able  will  they  be 
to  pay  a  large  confideration  to  the  publick,  for 
a  new^  term  ;  and  if  they  fhould  refufe  to  com- 
ply with  any  reafonable  terms  that  may  then  be 
propofed  by  the  publick,  I  am  convinced  the 
G  4  *  larger 
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*  larger  their  capital  then  Is,  the  more  eafy  will 

*  it  be  to  find  a  new  company  of  adventurers  rea- 
'  dy  to  accept  of  the  terms  offered  by  the  pub- 

*  lick,  and  willing  to  advance  money  fufficient  for 
'  paying  off  and  abolifhing  the  old  company  ;  for 
'  every  one  knows,  it  muft  always  be  a  great 
'  advantage  to  a  Banking  company  to  have  a  large 

*  capital,  and  confiderable  fums  of  ready  money 

*  coming  in  to  them  weekly  from  his  Majefty's 

*  Exchequer. 

'  I  confefs.  Sir,  I  am  a  little  furprized  to  hear 

*  It  infmuated,  that  it  would  be  more,  advantage- 

*  ous  or  convenient  for  the  publick,   to  owe  a 

*  large  debt  to  any  one  company,  than  to  owe  a 

*  debt  of  equal  value  to  three  or  four  different 

*  companies.     If  the  whole  debt  we  now  owe 

*  were   In   the   hands  of  any  one  com^pany.    It 

*  would  be  in  the  power  of  that  company  to  di- 

*  flrefs  the  publick  whenever  they  had  a  mind  ; 
'  whereas,  while  that  debt  Is  in  the  hands  of  feve- 

*  ral  companies,   if  one  fhould  refolve  to  diftrefs, 

*  the  others  would  probably  refolve  to  fupport, 

*  and  by  that  means  the  publick  can  never  be  in 
'  danger   of  being    diftrefied    by    either.     Like^ 

*  wife,    while  the  debt  continues  to  be  In  the 

*  hands  of  feveral  companies,  and  while  it  conti- 
'  nues  to  be  a  difadvantage  to  each  of  them  to  be 

*  paid  off,  as  long  as  the  finking  fund  produces 

*  any  thing,  it  will  be  in  the  power  of  the  pub- 

*  licic  to  keep  every  one  of  them  in  awe,  and  in 

*  fome  manner  to  prefcribe  to  each,  by  threatning 

*  to  apply  the  finking  fund  folely  to  that  compa- 
•^  ny  which  fiiall  refufe  to  comply  with  any  rea- 

*  fonable  propofition  that  may  be  offered.  In  prl- 
'  vate  life,  as  well  as  publick,   it  is  not  fo  con- 

*  venient  to  owe  a  large  debt  to  one  perfon,  as  to 

*  owe  a  debt  of  equal  value,  and  at  the  fame  In- 

*  tereft,  to  feveral,  provided  the  debtor  can  be 
f  affured,  that  none  of  his  creditors  will  demand 
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payment  till  he  is  ready  to  offer  it ;  for  the  rea- 
Ibn  why  gentlemen  of  eftates  generally  borrow  a 
■  large  fum  from  one  perfon,  is  becaufe  a  man  of 
eftate  can  borrow  a  large  fum  at  a  lower  rate  of 
intereft  than  he  can  borrow  fmall  fums  •,  or  be- 
caufe fome  one  or  other  of  his  fmall  creditors  is 
every    day    teazing    him   for   payment,    which 
keeps  him  in  a  conftant  ftate  of  uneafmefs  and 
trouble;    but  if  a  private  man  owed  10,000/. 
to  ten  different  perfons,  neither  of  whom,  he 
was  fure,  would  ever  afk  payment  till  he  was 
ready  to  offer  it,  he  would  not  furely,  in  com- 
mon prudence,  offer  to  borrow  10,000/.  at  the 
fame  interefl  from  any  one  perfon,  in  order  to 
pay-  off  thefe  ten  different  creditors  ;   and  if  a 
man  had  feveral  mortgages  upon  his  eflate,  and 
could  make  partial  payments,  without  irritating 
his  creditor,  I  believe,  common  prudence  would 
dired  him  to  apply  all  his  partial  payments  to- 
wards diminifhing  the  largeft  mortgage  -,  becaufe 
a  creditor  for  a  large  fum  has  it  always  more  in 
his  power  to  diflrefs  his  debtor,  than  a  creditor 
for  a  fmall  fum  can  have,  unlefs  the  debtor  be  a 
man  who  has  neither  fortune  nor  credit.     I  fhall 
grant  it  is  better  for  the  publick  to  owe  a  large 
debt  to  a  company,  than  to  a  great  and  difunlted 
multitude  of  private  perfons  ;  becaufe  to  fuch  a 
multitude  the  publick  can  offer  no  new  terms, 
nor  can  it  enter  into  any  treaty  or  tranfadlion 
with  them  •,    whereas  a  multitude  united  in  a 
company  is  always  governed  by  the  majority, 
and  is  in  effedl  but  one  perfon,  fo  that  means 
may  always  be   found  for  getting  them  all  to 
agree  to  any  new  and  reafonable  terms  that  may 
be  offered.     This  was   a   good  reafcn  for  the 
legiflature*s  enabling  the  South-Sea  company  to 
purchafe  in,  or  pay  off  all  our  redeemable  and 
irredeemable  debts ;  but  this  can  be  no  reafon 
for  faying,  that  it  would  be  better  to  have  the 

'  whole 
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*  whole  publick  debts  placed  in  the  hands  of  one  great 
'  company,  than  to  have  it  placed  in  the  hands  of 
'  three  or  four  different  corporations  ;  becaufe  the 
'  publick  may  treat  with  each,  and  will  always 
'  be  able  to  treat  more  upon  the  par  with  each, 

*  than  if  it  had  only  one  powerful  and  numerous 
'  body  to  deal  with. 

'  As  for  the  difadvantage  which  an  exclufive 
^  privilege  may  be  of  to  the  trade  of  the  nation 
'  in  general,  it  cannot  be  of  any  weight  in  the 
'  prefent  debate  ;  becaufe,  if  at  the  end  of  the 
'  term  granted  to  the  Bank  or  Eajl-India  compa- 

*  ny,  it  fhould  be  found  neceffary  to  abolifh  the 
'  Bank^  or  not  to  renew  the  exclufive  privilege  of 
'  either  of  the  two,  it  will,  I  am  certain,  be  in 

*  the  pov/er  of  the  publick  to  borrow  as  much 
^  money,  at  a  moderate  intereft,  as  will  be  fuffi- 

*  cient  for  redeeming  either  the  one  or  the  other, 
'  though  not  a  fhilling  fhould  be  paid  to  either  of 
'  them  before  the  expiration  of  their  term  j   and, 

*  if  it  fhould  be  thought  fit  to  continue  them,  and 
'  to  renew  their  exclufive  privilege,  it  would  be 
^  a  difadvantage  to  both,  but  efpecially  the  Bank^ 

*  even  with  refpedl  to  their  trade,  to  have  a  great 
'  part  of  their  capital  paid  off*,  in  which  cafe 
'  the  making  of  fuch  payments  would  certainly 

*  be  an  injury  done  to  the  trade  of  the  nation, 
^  But,  though  in  mofl  forts  of  trade,  an  exclufive 
'  privilege  may  be  of  bad  confequence,  I  am  ne- 
'  verthelefs  of  opinion,  that,  with  refpedt  to  the 
^.  Banking  trade,  and  the  trade  to  the  EaJt-IndieSy 
^  neither  the  one,  nor  the  other,  can  be  carried 
'  on  with  fuch  fuccefs,  or  in  fuch  an  extenfive 
'  manner,  by  private  adventurers,  as  by  a  pub- 
'  lick  company  with  fuch  an  exclufive  privilege  as 
^  our  prefent  companies  have  *,  and  in  this  opinion 
^  I  am  fupported  by  the  example  of  our  nelgh- 
^  hours  the  Dutch^  who,  I  believe^  underftaJ^d 
^.  trade  as  well  as  moil  of  their  neighbours-,  andj 
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I  may  fay,  I  hope,  without  giving  any  offence, 
that  they  generally  fhew  as  difinterefted  a  regard 
for  the  good  of  their  country,  as  any  nation 
now  in  Europe,  The  circulating  of  Bank  bills, 
or  cafh  notes,  muft  certainly  increafe  the  current 
cafh  of  any  country,  and  muft  therefore  be  of 
great  ufe  in  trade  ;  confequently  the  more  ex- 
tend ve  and  the  more  general  fuch  a  circulation 
is,  the  better  will  it  be  for  the  inland  trade  of 
that  country.  'Tis  true,  a  private  man,  or  a 
fet  of  private  men,  may,  by  a  long  feries  of 
good  management,  gain  a  very  extenfive  credit, 
but  that  credit  can  never  come  to  be  fo  ex- 
tenfive, or  near  fo  general,  as  the  credit  of  a 
rich  publick  company,  that  has  fupported  itfelf 
with  honour  for  perhaps  fome  ages ;  becaufe  the 
credit  of  a  private  man  always  depends  upon 
himfelf ;  fo  that  when  he  dies,  his  credit,  as  to 
any  future  circulation,  generally  dies  with  him  ; 
for  it  muft  require  fome  time  before  thofe  who 
fucceed  can  revive  or  regain  it ;  whereas  a  pub- 
lick  company  never  dies,  nor  can  their  credit 
meet  with  any  fuch  interruption  ;  and  as  their 
managers  are  always  chofen  annually  by  the 
company,  there  is  a  greater  fecurity  for  its  being 
under  good  management,  than  a  private  Bank^ 
whofe  chief  managers  are  always  appointed  by 
the  chance  of  natural  or  legal  fucceflion  ;  there- 
fore I  fhall  always  think  it  better  for  a  trading 
country  to  have  a  publick  Bank^  than  to  truft 
entirely  to  private  bankers.  Then  as  to  the  Eaft- 
India  trade,  'tis  certain  that  trade  could  not  be 
carried  on  by  private  adventurers,  unlefs  the  na- 
tion fhould  be  at  the  expence  of  fupporting  the 
fettlements,  forts,  and  factories  now  fupported 
by  the  company  •,  and  even  in  that  cafe,  the 
^  fhips  proper  for  the  trade  are  fo  large  and  expen- 
five,  and  the  cargoes  fo  rich,  that  I  queilion 
much  if  it  could  be  carried  on  by  private  men 
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trading  feparately.  In  fhort.  Sir,  we  know- 
how  our  Banking  and  Eaft-India  trade  have 
profpered  under  their  prefent  regulation,  but  we 
cannot  certainly  judge  how  they  would  profper 
in  the  hands  of  private  and  feparate  adventu- 
rers *,  therefore,  I  muft  think,  it  would  be  a 
dangerous  experiment  to  difTolve  the  companies, 
and  I  am  of  opinion  neither  of  them  can  fubfift 
without  fuch  an  exclufive  privilege  as  they  now 
enjoy.  However,  we  have  now  no  occafion 
for  determining  this  queftion  •,  for,  as  I  have 
faid,  whatever  way  it  may  be  determined,  when 
the  opportunity  offers,  it  can  be  of  no  weight 
in  the  prefent  debate ;  at  leaft  if  it  is  of  any 
weight,  it  muft  be  in  favour  of  the  motion-,  be- 
caufe  if  we  fhould  once  pay  off  any  part  of  the 
capital  of  the  Bank  or  Eaft-India^  we  cannot  re- 
place it,  but  by  contrading  a  new  debt,  (which, 
I  hope,  we  never  fhall)  even  though  we  fhould 
afterwards  refolve  to  grant  the  company  a  new 
term. 

*  With  refped  to  the  trade  carried  on  by  our 
three  great  companies,  it  muft  be  granted.  Sir, 
that  the  South-Sea  company  has  hitherto  been  far 
from  carrying  on  fuch  a  trade  as  either  of  the  o- 
ther  two  ;  and  although  I  am  convinced,  a  di- 
minution of  the  capital  of  the  Bank  or  Eaft- 
India  would  be  a  difadvantage  to  their  trade, 
yet  I  am  far  from  being  of  opinion,  that  the 
diminution  of  the  South-Sea  capital  would  be  a 
difadvantage  to  any  fort  of  trade  they  can  be 
fuppofed  to  carry  on  in  any  time  to  come  ;  for 
their  capital  is  fo  large,  that  though  the  greateft 
part  of  it  were  paid  off,  they  would,  I  think, 
have  fufficient  remaining  for  enabling  them  to 
pufti  their  trade  as  far  as  the  nature  of  it  will  ad- 
mit of.  But  fuppofing,  that  by  fome  extraor- 
dinary and  unforefeen  accident  it  ftiould  happen 
other  wife,    fuppofing    the    South-Sea    company 

^  fhould 
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^  ftiould  become  one  of  the  moft  flourlflriing  trad- 
'  ing  companies  In  the  world,  (which  I  fhould 
'  be  extreamly  glad  to  fee)  where  any  prefent 
<  meafure  is  to  be  taken,  I  fhall  always  think  it 
'  much  fafer  to  form  a  judgment  upon  the  experi- 
'  ence  of  what  is  paft,  than  upon  any  conjedlure 
'  of  what  may  happen  in  time  to  come ;  and  if 
^  we  are  now  to  be  diredled  by  the  experience  of 

*  what  is  paft,  I  am  fure  it  will  be  very  eafy  to 
'  determine  which  of  the  three  capitals  we  may 
'  diminlfh,  without  running  any  riik  of  injuring 
'  the  trade  of  the  company  by  fuch  diminution. 

*  Then,  Sir,   with  refped  to  the  taxes  mort- 

*  gaged  to  the  feveral  companies,  it  feems  to  be 
'  admitted,  that  the  taxes  mortgaged  to  the  South- 

*  Sea  company  are  the  moft  grievous  •,  and  if  fo, 

*  it  would  certainly  be  much  better  for  the  Par- 

*  llament  to  have  an  abfolute  power  of  abollfhing 
'  all  thofe  taxes,  than  to  have  only  a  conditional 

*  power  fubjed:  to  the  controul  of  any  company 
^  in  England ;  for  though  it  may  be  probable  that 

*  their  confent  will  always  be  readily  obtained,  by 
'  offering  them  a  fecurity  upon  the  finking  fund, 

*  for  an  annuity  equal  to  the  yearly  produce  of  the 
'  tax  fo  to  be  abollfhed,  yet  the  obtaining  of  fuch 
'  a  confent  is  what  we  cannot  pretend  to  be  infal- 

*  llbly  fure  of;  and  therefore  I  muft  think  it 
'  moft  prudent  for  us  to  proceed  as  faft  as  pofTible 
'  in  the  redemption  of  thofe  taxes  which  are  al- 
'  lowed  to  be  the  moft  burdenfome  to  the  nation 
'  In  general.     As  for  what  has  been  faid  with  re- 

*  gard  to  the  falt-duty,  it  can  have  no  relation  to 

*  the  prefent  queftion,  therefore  I  fhall  not  take 
'  much  notice  of  it ;  but  I  muft  declare  I  am  far 

*  from  thinking  it  near  fo  burdenfome'or  inconve- 

*  nient  as  the  honourable  gentleman  was  pleafed 
'  to  reprefent,  nor  did  I  ever  think  it  fo  grievous 
'  as  the  land-tax.     There    is  not  a  man  in  the 

*  kingdom  that  feels  or  complains  of  what    he       S 

*•  pays 
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pays  to  the  falt-tax,    but    moft    of  the  land- 
holders in  Englafid  feverely  {tt\   every  fhilling 
that  is  laid  upon  their  land,  and  moil  of  them 
would  complain  if  they  were  not  convinced  that 
the  Parliament  takes  every  opportunity  to  relieve 
them.    We  mufl  remember,  that  when  the  falt- 
duty  was  abolifhed,  there  was  then  no  competi- 
tion in  Parliament  between  it  and  the  land-tax  ; 
if  there  had,   I  make  no  doubt  but  that  both 
houfes  of  Parliament  would  have  been  of  the 
fame  opinion  they  afterwards  were,  and  would 
then,   as  well  as  afterwards,    have  determined 
that  the  land-tax  was  by  far  the  moft  grievous 
of  the    two.      But   however  grievous  or  dan- 
gerous the  falt-duty  may  be,    there  can  be  no 
occafion  for  applying  the  produce  of  the  finking 
fund  towards  its  redemption  ;  becaufe  in  {tvtn 
or  eight  years  it  will  of  courfe  expire  ;  and  if 
any  attempt  Ihould  hereafter  be  made  for  conti- 
nuing or  reviving  it,  the  honourable  gentleman 
may  then  give  his  reafons  againft  it,  when  I  am 
perfuaded  they  will  have  great  weight,  as  they 
always  have  with  every  man  that  hears  him. 
'  I  hope.  Sir,  I  have  now  ihewn  that  all  the 
arguments  which  can  be  drawn  from  the  pub- 
lick  good  of  the  nation  in  general,  plead  ftrong- 
ly   for  your  applying  the  next  payment  towards 
redeeming  fo  much  of  the  South-Sea  capital,  and 
that  there  is  no  weight  in  any  thing  that  has 
been  faid  to  the  contrary.     I  ftiall  next  confider 
that  impartial  juftice  which  is  due   to  all  our 
creditors,  and  the  regard  we  ought  to  have  for 
the  private  intereft  of  every  one.     As  for  that 
rule  of  proportion  which  has  been  laid  down, 
and  according  to  which  it  has  been  faid  we 
ought  to  make  all  our  future  payments,   I  can- 
not think  it  would  be  either  juft  or  impartial, 
or  that  it  would  fhew  a  proper  regard  for  our 
creditors  in  general ;  for  as  every  payment  we 

'  make 
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'  make  muft  be  attended  with  a  lofs  to  thofe  to 
^  whom  it  is  made,  we  ought  to  make  our  pay- 
'  ments  in  fuch  a  manner  as  that  the  lofs  may  al- 
«  v/ays  fall  upon  the  greatefl  number  of  perfons  : 
*•  A.  lofs  that  falls  upon  three  or  four  hundred  per- 
'  fons  may  be  almoft  infenfible  to  every  one^ 
'  whereas  if  the  fame  lofs  be  made  to  fall  upon 
'  a    hundred    perfons  only,    it   will   be    feverely 

*  felt  by  every  one,  and  may  in  all  probability 

*  prove  ruinous  to  a  great  many.     For  this  reafon 

*  we  ought  to  make  all  or  moft  of  our  payments 

*  to  that  capital  which  is  the  largeft,  till  fuch 
^  time  as  it  be  reduced  upon  a  par,  or  near  upon 
'  par,  with  fome  one  of  the  other  capitals;  con- 

*  fequently  the  next  payment,  and  perhaps  feveral 

*  future  payments,    ought  to  be  applied  to  the 

*  South-Sea  company,  becaufe  their  capital  is  by 
'  much  the  largeft,  and  their  proprietors  by  far 
'  the  moft  numerous,  and  therefore  the  lofs  can- 

*  not  fall  fo  heavy  upon  thofe  to  whom  the  pay- 

*  ment  is  made. 

'  'Tis  true,  Sir,  there  are,  I  believe,  among 
'  the  South-Sea  annuitants  a  great  many  proprietors 
'  for   fmall    fums,    perhaps    more   in   proportion 

*  than  in  any  of  our  other  publick  funds  ;  but 
'  fuch  proprietors  have  all  fomething  t\{Q  to  de- 
'  pend  on,  and  therefore  are  not  fo  much  objeds 

*  of  compafTion  as  the  honourable  gentlemen 
'  would  reprefent.  They  are  generally  perfons 
^  concerned  in  fome  fort  of  trade  or  bufmefs,  and 
'  the  fmall  fum  of  money  that  will  fall  to  each 
~'  perfon's  fhare,  out  of  any  payment  to  be  made 

*  by  the  publick,  will,  or  at  leaft  may  be  ufefully 
'  employed  by  them  in  the  bufmefs  they  are  en- 
'  gaged  in.  The  greateft  objedls  of  compaffion 
*-  are  the  proprietors  for  middling  fums,  fuch  as 

have  1000/.  two^  or  three ^  in  fome  one  of  the 
'  publick  funds,  and  have  no  trade  or  bufinefs, 
'  nor  any  thing  to  depend   on  for  a  fubfiftence, 

'  but 
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'  but  the  annuity  or  dividends  they  receive  from 
'  the  company.  By  fuch  proprietors  the  lofs  will 
'  be  feverQly  felt,  becaufe  they  can  make  no  ufe 
'  of  the  money  they  receive,  but  by  laying  it  out 

*  again  upon  the  purchafe  of  ftock  or  annuities  at 
'  a  very  great  difadvantage,  and  many  of  them 
'  may  perhaps  be  tempted  to  wafte  it  in  fome  fort 
^  of  extravagance  -,  but  of  fuch  proprietors  there 

*  are,  I  believe,  in  proportion,  as  many  in  our  other 

*  funds  as  in  the  South-Sea  annuities,  and  there- 

*  fore  the  latter  deferve  no  particular  favour  upon 
'  that  account.  As  for  foreigners,  I  fhall  not 
'  take  upon  me  to  fay  which  of  our  publick  funds 

*  are  mofl  generally  poflefTed  by  them  -,  but  I  am 
^^  furprized  to  hear  it  fo  much  as  inflnuated,  that 

*  we  ought  to  fhew  any  greater  favour  to  our  own 

*  fubjedls  than  to  thofe  foreigners  who  have  put 
'  fuch  a  confidence  in  the  honour  of  this  nation, 

*  as  to  truft  us  with  the  whole  or  the  greateft  part 
'  of  their  fortunes  :  I  hope  I  fhall  never  fee  any 
'  fuch  dodlrine  eflablifhed,  becaufe  I  am  of  opi- 

*  nion  it  would  tend  both  to  the  difhonour  and 
'  difcredit  of  the  nation,  and  might  be  of  the 
'  moft  dangerous  confequence,  if  ever  this  nation 
'  fhould  again  be  plunged  in  a  war  as  expenfive  as 

*  the  lafl.      I  wifh  it  had  not  been  mentioned  ; 

*  but  fince  it  has,  I  think  it  one  of  the  ftrongefl 
'  arguments  can  be  made  ufe  of  for  inducing 
'  us  to  agree  to  the  motion,  in  order  to  convince 

*  the  whole  world,  that  this  houfe  will  never  give 
'  the  leaft  countenance  to  fuch  a  dodrine.  I  mufl 
'  now,  Sir,  beg  leave  to  confider  the  calculations 
'  that  have  been  made  for  fhewing  that  the 
'  Sotith-Sea  annuitants  will  fuftain  a  greater  lofs  by 

*  the  next  payment's  being  made  to  them,  than 
'  the  proprietors  of  Bank  ftock  would  fuflain,  if 

*  the  next  payment  fhould  be  applied  to  them. 
'  The  calculations,  I  muil  confefs,  are  ingenious 

*  enough,   but  they  are  all  founded  upon   two 

*  fup- 
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*  fuppofitions,  neither  of  which,  I  am  afraid,  will 
'  hoJd.     They  are  all  founded  upon  thefe   two 

*  fuppofitions,  that  neither  the  trade  of  the  Bank 
'  nor  Ecift- India  company  will  be  in  the  leaft  dl- 

*  minifhed  by  our  paying  off  a  part  of  their  capi- 
<  tal,  and  that  the  remaining  ftock  will  rife  in  its 
'  value  according  to  the  increafe  of  the  future  di^ 

*  vidends.  As  to  the  firft  of  thefe  fuppofitions, 
'  I  am  convinced  it  will  not  hold,  efpeclally  with 
'  refpedt  to  the  Bank  -,  for  by  paying  a  million  to 

*  them,    we  fhall  make  them  lofe  near  800/.  a 

*  week,  which  is  now  coming  in  to  them  weekly 

*  from  the  Exchequer,  as  a  fupply  for  the  ready 

*  fpecie  they  find  it  neceflary  to  keep  always  by 

*  them,  in  order  to  circulate  the  cafh  notes,  or 

*  Bank  bills  they  have  out  •,  therefore,  upon  the 

*  ceafing  of  that  weekly  fupply,    they  muft  ei- 

*  ther  diminifh  the  number  of  notes  they  now 
'  have  in  circulation,  or  they  muft  keep  a  greater 

*  ftock  of  ready  fpecie  by  them  ;    by  either  of 

*  which  they  muft  neceffarily  diminifti  the  profits 
'  of  their  trade,  and  confequently  this  fuppofition 

*  muft  appear  not  to  be  well  founded.     Then  as 

*  to  the  other  fuppofition,  I  do  not  think  there  is 

*  the  leaft  foundation  for  it,   becaufe  we  know, 

*  the  price  of  any  fort  of  ftock  depends  as  much 
'  upon  the  particular  whim  or  humour  that  may 

*  happen  to  prevail,  as  the  price  of  any  commo- 

*  dity  whatever.      It  neither  depends  upon  the 

*  dividend  to  be  made,  nor  upon  the  certainty  or 

*  probability  that  the  dividend  will  be  increafed  or 

*  continued.     Of  this  the  prefent  market  prices 

*  of  our  ftocks  is  a  convincing  proof;  for  if  one 

*  were  to  judge  from  common  fenfe,  or  the  rea- 

*  fon  of  things,  it  is  certain  the  price  of  Bank 
'  ftock  ought  to  be  higher  in  proportion  to  its  di- 

*  vidend   than   the   price  of  any  other  publick 

*  fund  in  England'^  and  yet  we  find  it  is  lower 

*  than  either  Eaft-India  ftock  or  South-Sea  annuls 
Vol.  XV,  H  *  ties  ^ 
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ties  •,  therefore  to  fuppofe  that  any  ftock  will  rife 
in  proportion  to  the  increafe  of  its  dividend, 
muft  be  a  very  uncertain  and  deceitful  founda- 
tion for  any  calculation.  On  the  contrary,  our 
directing  the  next  payment  to  be  made  to  the 
Bank  would,  I  believe,  poflefs  the  generality  of 
mankind  with  an  opinion,  that  we  were  refol- 
ved  to  abolifh  the  company  at  the  end  of  their 
term,  which  would  of  courfe  run  the  price  of 
their  ftock  down  to  very  near  par,  and  confe- 
quently,  I  think  it  moft  reafonable  to  believe, 
that  the  proprietors  of  Bank  ftock  would  not 
only  lofe  at  the  rate  of  50/.  per  Cent,  upon  their 
ftock  annihilated,  but  very  near  50/.  per  Cent. 
upon  all  their  remaining  ftock,  in  cafe  we  now 
refolve  that  the  next  payment  ftiall  be  made  to 
them. 

'  For  thefe  reafons.  Sir,  and  a  great  many 
others,  which  I  ftiall  wave  troubling  you  with 
at  prefent,  I  am  ftill  of  opinion,  notwithftand- 
ing  what  has  been  faid  by  the  honourable  gen- 
tlemen on  the  other  fide  of  the  queftion,  that 
if  we  have  a  mind  to  ftiew  a  proper  regard  to 
the  publick  good,  and  to  the  private  intereft  of 
our  publick  creditors  in  general,  we  ought  to 
apply  the  prefent  growing  produce  of  the  fink- 
ing fund  towards  redeeming  the  like  fum  of  the 
Souths ea  company's  capital  ;  and  that,  confi- 
dering  the  great  amount  of  that  company's 
capital,  confidering  how  far  it  exceeds  the  capi- 
tal of  any  other  company,  neither  our  having 
applied  fo  many  fuccelfive  payments  towards  the 
reducing  of  that  capital,  nor  our  applying  this 
next  payment  to  the  fame  purpofe,  can  be 
charged  with  any  injuftice  or  partiality  ;  there- 
fore, I  am  for  agreeing  to  the  motion  as  it 
now  ftands,  and,  I  hope,  the  houfe  will  join 
with  me  in  opinion.' 

After  this  debate,  the  queftion  was  put  upon 
I  .-         the 
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the  motion,  and  carried  in  the  affirmative  without 
a  divifion. 

The  fpeakers  for  the  motion  were,  Sir  Robert 
Walpole^  Thomas  Winnington^  Efq;  John  Bance, 
Efq;  Samuel  Holden^  Efq;  Sir  William  Tonge^  Mr. 
Alderman  Heathcote^  and  the  Lord  Sundon  ;  and 
tlie  fpeakers  againft  the  motion  were.  Sir  John 
Barnard^  William  Pulteney^  Efq;  Sir  William 
Wyndham^  Sir  Johyi  Hynd  Cotton^  Sir  John  Rujh- 
otity  Sir  Thomas  Saunderfon^  the  Lord  Baltimore^ 
Samuel  Sandys^  Efqj  and  the  Mafler  of  the  Rolls. 

On  Monday  the  14th  this  refolution  was  re- 
ported to  the  houfe,  and  agreed  to  without  any 
formed  debate ;  but  upon  that  occafion.  Sir  John 
Barnard^  and  fome  others,  fpoke  to  the  efFed  as 
follows,  viz, 

'  Sif,  I  fhall  not  now  oppofe  our  agreeing  to  Propofa! 
'  the  refolution  of  the  committee  ;    but  the  only  fZ""^^^ 
'  argument  made  ufe  of  in  the  committee  in  fa-  ^'^^^  for  re- 
'  vour  of  the  motion,   which  to  me  feemed  to  iftereVon 
'  have  any  weight,  was.  That  at  the  end  of  the  ^"^  p^^Hck 
^  term  laft  granted  to  the  Bank^  and  v/hich  ^'^-ler%]nu 
'  pires  m  Augtift  1743,  it  would  be  eafy  for  the 

•  government  to  raife  money  at  4  per  Cent,  fuffi- 
'  cient   to   pay   them  off,    in  cafe  it  fhould  be 

•  thought  fit  to  abolifli  the  company,  or  put  an 

•  end  to  their  exclufive  privilege  ;  or  in  cafe  the 
'  prefent  company  fhould  refufe  the  terms  offered 
'  for  renewing  their  exclufive  privilege^     I  con- 

fefs,  Sir,  this  argument  had  very  little  weight 
with  me  \  becaufe,  in  my  opinion,  it  will  be  im- 
pofTible  for  the  government  to  raife  10,000,000/. 
fterling  at  once,  at  4  per  Cent,  or  any  other  in- 
terefl,  efpecially  when  we  have  fuch  a  pow- 
erful and  rich  company  to  oppofe  it,  as  the 
prefent  Bank  is,  who,  by  the  indulgence  that 
has  been  of  late  years  fhewed  them,  are  in  fome 
^  meafure  become  maders  of  the  publick  credit  of 
H  2  'the 
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the  nation,  and  who  will  certainly  oppofe,  with 
all  their  might,  a  fcheme  concerted  for  the  ruin 
of  their  company,  and  for  making  every  parti- 
cular man  in  it  lofe  at  leaft  50/.  per  Cent,  of  what 
he  may  then  call  himfelf  worth :  This,  I  fay, 
appears  to  me  impofTible  ;  and  if  we  judge  from 
the  experience  of  paft  times,  I  am  fure  we  muft 
conclude  it  will  be  impofTible  \  but  fuch  feems 
to  be  the  fatality  of  fome  gentlemen,  that  when 
the  experience  of  what's  paft  ought  to  perfuade 
us  to  take  any  particular  meafure  for  the  publick 
good,  they  then  judge  from  very  improbable 
conjedlures  of  what  may  happen  in  time  to 
come  •,  and  when  probable  conjedlures  of  what 
may  happen  ought  to  prevail  with  us  to  take 
any  particular  meafure  for  the  publick  good, 
they  then  determine  themfelves  by  the  expe- 
rience of  paft  times,  though  the  circumftances 
are  very  far  from  being  the  fame. 
*  This,  Sir,  is  the  very  cafe,  with  refpetft  to 
their  method  of  judging  about  the  future  price 
of  Bank  ftock.  'Tis  true,  while  a  fpirit  of 
ftock-jobbing  prevailed  in  this  kingdom,  while 
that  fpirit  was  encouraged  by  thofe  who  ought 
to  have  behaved  in  a  quite  different  manner, 
the  price  of  flock  very  much  depended  upon 
what  was  called  the  whim  or  humour  of 
^Change-alley^  v/hich  was  never  governed  by 
reafon,  but  by  art  and  fraudulent  pradices  ;  but 
fince  that  fpirit  has  fublided,  and  the  chief  me- 
thod of  keeping  it  up  has  been  abolifhed  by  a6b 
of  Parliament,  people  now  begin  to  judge  rea- 
fonably,  and,  therefore,  the  price  of  ftock  now 
depends  very  much  upon  the  dividend  made, 
and  the  probability  that  the  fame  dividend  will 
be  continued,  or  perhaps  increafed.  For  this 
very  reafon  Bank  ftock  does  now  fell,  and  ought 
to  fell,  at  a  lower  price  in  proportion  to  Souths 
Sea  annuities  ;    becaufe  people  know  that  the 

*  Bank's 
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'  Bank's  term  is  near  expiring,  that  a  large  fum  of 

'  money  mufl  foon  be  paid  for  a  renewal,   and 

*  that  that  fum  muft  be  taken  from  the  capitals 
'  they  have  or  may  have  in  Bank  ftock,  or  from 
'  the  future  dividends  they  may  expe6l  from 
'  fach  capitals.  This  I  was  aware  of  when 
'  I  made  my  calculation,  and,  therefore,  I  found- 

*  ed  it  upon  the  prefent  low  price  of  Bank  ftock, 
'  and  not  upon  that  price  it  ought  to  bear  in  pro- 

*  portion  to  South-Sea  annuities  ;  and  by  our  doing 
'  juftice  to  the  other  publick  creditors,  no  man 
'  can  be  induced  to  believe  we  will  do  injuftlce  to 
'  the  Bank^  by  paying  them  off  fooner  than  any 

*  of  the  other  publick  creditors  ;  for  if  the  Bank 

*  be  willing  to  pay  a  juft  price  for  the  continuance 
'  of  their  company,    and  if  that  continuance  be 

*  no  detriment  to  the  publick,  it  would  be  unjuft 

*  to  make  any  more  than  proportional  payments 
'  to  them  ;  fo  that  by  our  refolving  that  the  next 
'  payment  fhould  be  made  to  the  Bank^  the  pro- 

*  prietors  could  take  no  alarm,  unlefs  they  either 

*  think  that  the  continuance  of  their  privilege 
*•  would  be  a  detriment  to  the  publick,  or  are  re- 

*  folved  not  to  pay  a  proper  confideratlon  for  it  •, 

*  in  either  of  which  cafes  it  would  be  a  juft  alarm, 

*  an  alarm  v/e  ought  not  to  prevent  \   becaufe  it 

*  would  be  better  the  lofs  ftiould  fall  upon  them 
'  by  degrees,  than  that  it  ftiould  fall  all  at  once, 
'  as  in  either  of  thefe  cafes  it  muft  do  at  the  end 

*  of  their  prefent  term.  As  to  the  profits  the 
'  Bank  makes,  or  may  make  by  its  trade,  I  fliall 
'  only  take   notice,    that  the  quantity   of  ready 

*  fpecie  they  are  obliged  to  keep  by  them,  de- 

*  pends  but  very  little  on  the  value  of  notes  they 

*  have  out,  but  upon  the  extent  of  their  credit, 

*  and  the  circumftances  of  publick  affairs  at  the 

*  time :  A  Bank  newly  fet  up,  or  of  a  very  fmall 
*■  capital,  muft  keep  a  greater  quantity  of  (pecie 
'  by  them  in  proportion  to  the  notes  they  have 

H  2  ' '  o\xU 
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^  out,  than  a  Bank  of  eftablifhed  credit,  or  of  a 
'  larger  capital  than  their  trade  can  poffibly  re- 
'  quire,  which  is  the  cafe  of  our  prefent  Bank  ; 
'  and  when  publick  affairs  are  in  a  variable  and 
^  unfettled  condition,  every  Bank  ought  to  keep  a 
'  greater  quantity  of  fpecie  by  them  in  proportion 
^  to  the  notes  they  have  in  circulation,  than  when 
•^  the  iky  is  clear  and  every  thing  appears  ferene : 
'  Therefore  the  paying  them  off  a  million,  I  am 
'  convinced,  Vv^ould  neither  diminifh  their  circula- 
'  tion,  nor  oblige  them  to  keep  a  greater  quantity 
'  of  fpecie  by  them,  than  they  do  at  prefent,  and 
^  confequently  could  no  way  diminifh  their  trade. 

'  Thus,  Sir,  I  could  fhew  there  is  no  weight 
'  in  any  one  argument  that  has  been  made  ufe  of 
'  for  preventing  our  making  the  next  payment  to 
'  the  Bank  ;  but  this  I  did  not  rife  up  for,  nor 

*  fhould  I  have  taken  any  notice  of  the  chief  ar- 
'  gument  made  ufe  of,  but  that  I  think,  if  there 
'  be  any  thing  at  all  in  the  argument,  it  muft  be 
^  of  great  weight  with  refped:  to  what  I  am  to 
'  propofe,  and,  therefore,  I  hope  I  fhall  have  the 
^  concurrence  of  all  thofe  who  thought  it  a  good 
-  argument,  and  particularly  of  the  honourable 
'  gentleman  who  made  ufe  of  it.  Sir,  if  we  are 
'  now  in  fuch  circumdances  as  that  we  may  any 
'  way  expedl  in  6  years  time  to  be  able  to  raife 
'  10,000,000/.  at  once,  and  that  in  fpite  of  the 
'  mo  ft  opulent  company  in  England^  I  am  fure  we 
'  may  now  begin  to  think  of  reducing  the  intereft 

*  payable  to  the  publick  creditors,  and  may  begin 
^  to  take  fome  meafures  for  that  purpofe.  I  wifh 
*■  fome  fuch  propofition  had  come  from  the  other 
'  fide  of  the  houfe  •,  for  fome  gentlemen  feem  to 
*•  be  refolved  not  to  approve  of  any  propofition  or 
^  fcheme  but  what  comes  from  themfelves,  and, 
'"  to  return  the  compliment,  their  reafons  are  fo 

*  weighty,  that  they  generally  prevail.  As  for 
^  iriy  own  part,  if  my  reafons  have  any  weight 

'  with 
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'  with  thofe  that  hear  me,  I  am  fure  I  have  but 

*  feldom  been  heard  by  the  majority  of  this  houfe, 

*  ever  fince  I  had  the  honour  to  (it  in  Parliament, 
'  and  yet  I  have  always  raifed  my  voice  as  much 

*  as  I  could.     This  has  always  made  me  fhy  of 

*  making  any  propofition   to   the   houfe,    or   of 

*  offering  any  fcheme,    which  I  thought  might 
'  tend   to   the   good   of  my  country  •,    but  the 

*  pleafing  profpedt  the  honourable  gentlemen  have 
'  given  us  of  the  flourifhing  and  happy  ftate  of 

*  our  country  fix  years  hence,  emboldens  me  now 

*  to  make  you  a  propofition,  becaufe  from  what 

*  they  have  faid,  I  cannot  but  exped:  their  con- 

*  currence,  and  from  thence  I  have  good  reafoii 

*  to  expe(5l  fuccefs. 

*  Though  my  hopes  are  not  quite  fo  fanguine,^ 

*  though  I  am  of  opinion  we  can  never  be  in  fuch 

*  circumftances  as  to  be  able  to  raife  10,000,000/. 

*  at  once,    in  fpite  of  the  Bank^   yet.   Sir,   I  am 

*  convinced,  it  is  now  high  time  for  us  to  think 

*  of  reducing  the  intereft  payable  to  our  publick 
'  creditors  ;  and  my  reafon  for  thinking  fo  is  nei- 

*  ther  founded  upon  pafl  experience,  nor  upon  fu- 

*  ture  conjecture,   but  upon  our  prefent  circum- 

*  ftances :  I  mean.  Sir,  the  prefent  high  price  of 
'  all  our  publick  funds,  and  in  particular  the  high 

*  price  of  our  publick  fecurities,   which  bear  an 
'  intereft  only  of  3  per  Cent.     When  fuch  fecu- 

*  rities  are  at  5  or  6  per  Cent,  above  par,  it  is  a 

*  certain  proof  that  the  natural  Intereft  of  money, 

*  upon  publick  fecurities  at  leaft,  is  below  4  per 

*  Cent,  that  many  of  the  publick  creditors  would 

*  be  glad  to  accept  of  an  Intereft  of  ^  per  Cent. 
*'  rather  than  be  paid  off,  and  that  the  govern - 

*  ment  might  borrow  fome  money,    I  iliall  not 

*  pretend  now  to  afcertain  the  fum,  at  1,  per  Cent, 

*  in  order  to  pay  off  a  part  of  thofe  publick  ere- 
'  ditors,  who  fliould  not  appear  willing  to  accept 

*  of  fo  low  an  intereft. 

H  ^  <  I 
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'  I  fay,  Sir,  I  fhall  not  now  pretend  to  deter- 
^  mine  what  fum  we  might  be  able  to  borrow  at 
f  3  per  Cent.  I  bellrve  it  v/ould  be  but  fmall,  be- 
^  caufe,  I  believe,  the  Bank  would  refufe  to  con- 
'  cur  with  the  government  in  any  fuch  under- 
^  taking,  and  will  always  refufe  as  long  as  the  in- 
^  tereft  payable  to  them  is  at  4  per  Cent,     For 

*  this  reafon,  among  others,  I  was   for  our  refol- 

*  ving  that  the  next  payment  fhould  be  made  to 

*  the  Bank  ;  becaufe  fuch  a  refolution  would  have 
^  enabled  us  to  bring  the  intereft  payable  upon  the 
'  v;hole  Bank  capital  down  to  3  per  Cent,  in  two 
^  or  three  years.  If  we  had  ordered  a  million  to 
^  be  paid  to  them  at  Michaelmas  next,  we  might, 
'  without  doing  any  injuftice,  have  ordered  that 
f  no  part  of  that  payment  fhould  have  been  ap- 
^  plied  towards  fuch  of  the  proprietors  of  the 
'  Bank  as  were  willing  to  accept  of  an  intereft  of 
^  3  per  Cent,  upon  that  part  of  the  capital  which 
'  belonged  to  them  ;  but  that  the  whole  fhould 
'  have  been  applied  towards  diminiftiing  the  capi- 
^  tal  of  thofe  who  were  not  willing  to  accept  of 
^  fuch  an  intereft  ;  and  for  this  purpofe  the  go- 
'  vernment  might  have  been  impowered  to  open 
^  books  of  fubfcrlptloR  for  the  Bank  proprietors 

*  to  come  in  and  fubfcribe  for  that  part  of  the  ca- 
'  pital  which  belonged  to  each  of  them  :  And 
'  further,  as  an  encouragement  for  the  proprietors 
'  of  the  Bank  to  come  in  and  fubfcribe,  it  might 
'•  have  been  ordered,  that  no  future  payment  fhould 
*-  have  been  applied  towards  paying  off  any  part  of 
^  the  capital  fo  fubfcrlbed,  as  long  as  there  had  been 
^  any  part  of  the  jS^;^/^  capital  unfubfcribed.  By 
'  this  means,  I  do  not  know  but  we  might,  even 

*  at  Michaelmas  next,  have  brought  the  whole 
'  capital  of  the  Bank.,  at  leaft  all  that  part  of  it 
^  which  can  be  paid  off  before  the  end  of  their 
^  term,  down  to  3  per  Cent,  In  which  cafe,  as 
^'  no  rnoney  could  then  have  been  ifTued  from  the 

'  linking 
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'  finking   fund   at  Michaelmas   next,    we   would 

*  have  had  above  two  millions  to  have  difpofed 
'  of  next  fefTion  of  Parliament ;  and  with  above 

*  two  millions    in  ready   money,    and  what    we 

*  might  then  have  borrowed,  with  the  afliftance 
'  of  the  Bank^  at  3  per  Cent.  I  do  not  know  but 

*  it  would  have  been  in  our  power,  to  have 
^  brought  the  whole  publick  debt  to  3  per  Cent, 
'  at  the  very  next  Michaelmas  following  *,  for  if 

*  the  intereft  payable  to  the  Bajtk  fhould  once  be 

*  reduced  to  3  per  Cent,   it  is  certain  they  would 

*  then  aflift  us  as  much  as  they  could,  to  bring  all 

*  our  other  debts  down  to  the  fame  rate  of  inte- 
'  reft  ;  and  though  I  am  far  from  thinking  we 
'  fhall  in  five   or  fix   years   be  able   to   borrow 

*  10,000,000/.  at  once,  even  at  4  per  Cent,  m 
*-  fpite  of  the  Bank^  yet  I  am  convinced  that  at 

*  prefent,  with  their  afiiftance,  we  might  be  able 

*  to  borrow  eight  or  ten  millions  at  once  at  3  per 
'  Cent,  efpecially  if  the  proprietors  of  our  funds 
'  were  enabled  to  fubfcribe  their  refpecflive  capi- 

*  tals,   with  an  afiurance  that  no  part  of  the  capi-     • 

*  tal  fo  fubfcribed  fhould  be  paid  ofF  for  a  certain 
'  term  of  years. 

'  This  propofition,   Sir,   would    certainly  have 
'  had  the  greateft  and  the  moft  ufeful  efTed:,  if 

*  upon  thefe  terms  the  next  payment  had  been  or- 

*  dered  to  be  made  to  the  Bank  \  but  even  fup- 

*  pofe  we  fhould  agree  with  our  committee,  fup- 

*  pofe  we  fhould  refolve  that  a  million  be  granted 

*  to  his  Majefty,  towards  redeeming  the  like  fum 
'  of  the  increafed  capital  of  the  South-Sea  com  pa- 
'  ny,  as  is  now  commonly  called  Old  South-Sea 
'  annuities,    the  fame  propofition  may,    I  think, 

*  be  applied  to  them,  and  may  have  a  very  good 

*  effed,  at  leaft  I  am  fure  it  can  be  attended  with 
'  no  bad  confequence  •,  for  as  the  delaying  to  pay 
'  ofF  any  part  of  our  publick  debts  is  now  a  fa- 

*  vour,  it  is  both  juft  and  reafonable  that  favour 

*  fhould 
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ihould  be  beftowed  upon  thofe  who  are  willing 
to  accept  of  an  intereft  of  3  per  Cent,   inftead 
of  4.     Therefore  my  proportion  now  is,   that 
in  order  to  fee  which  or  how  many  of  the  Old 
SQuth-S'o.   annuitants   are   willing   to   accept   of 
3  per  Ceil',  for  a  certain  term  of  years,  rather 
than  be  paid  off  any  part  of  their  prefent  capi- 
tal,   the  government,    or  the  commiffioners  of 
the   treafury,    fhould    be   impowered    to   open 
books  of  fubfcription  for  fuch  of  the  Old  South- 
Sea  annuitants  as  are  willing  to  accept  of  an  in- 
tereft of  3  per  Cent,  for  14  years  certain,  rather 
than  be  paid  off  any  part  of  their  prefent  capi- 
tal at  Michaelmas  next,    or  at  any  other  time 
during  that  term  *,  and  that  it  fhould  be  order- 
ed, that  no  part  of  the  million  to  be  paid  at 
Michaelmas  next  fhall  be  applied  towards  paying 
off  any  part  of  the   capital   fo  fubfcribed,    but 
that  the  whole  fhall  be  divided  and  applied  pro 
rata  towards  diminifhing  the  capital  of  fuch  of 
the  Old  South-Sea  annuitants   as   fhall   not  fub- 
fcribe  before  Michaelmas  next.     If  all  the  Old 
South-Sea  annuitants  fhould  fubfcribe,  the  eonfe- 
quence  will  be  that  no  part  of  the  million  can 
then  be  ifTued  from  the  finking  fund  at  Michael- 
mas next  ;  in  which  cafe  we  fhall  have  two  mil- 
lions to  difpofe  of  in  next  feffion  of  Parliament, 
and  with  thefe  two  millions,  we  may,  I  am  con- 
fident, be  able  to  reduce  the  capital  of  the  Bank 
like  wife  to  3  per  Cent,  at  the  very  next  Michael- 
mas following  ;    after  which  we  (hall  have  no 
difficulty  to  reduce  the  New  South-Sea  annuities 
and  all  our  other  publick  funds  to  the  fame  rate 
c^  intereft. 

*  As  a  refolution  feems  now  to  be  formed,  that 
none  of  our  other  creditors  ftiall  have  a  (hilling 
paid  to  them,  till  all  the  South-Sea  annuities  be 
paid  off,  I  fhall  (hew  that  it  is  no  very  unrea- 
fonable  fuppofition  to  (^.ippofe,  that  all  the  Old 

'  South- 
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*  South-Sea  annuitants  would  fubfcribe  before  Mi- 
«  chaelmas  next ;  for  which  purpofe  I  fhall  fup- 
^  pofe  Old  and  ISIew  South-Sea  annuities  to  amount 
'  to  25,000,000/.  and  that  neither  of  them  will 

*  ever  fell  for  any  price  above  or  under  1 1 3/.  'per 
'  Cent.     In  this  cafe,  if  a  million  fhould  be  paid 

*  to  them  yearly,  it  will  amount  to  4  per  Cent, 
'  the  firft  year  ;  fo  that  every  one  of  the  proprie- 
'  tors  will  have  4  per  Cent,  of  his  capital  annihi- 
^  lated,  which  at  113/.  "per  Cent,  is  worth  about 
'  4/.  loj.  5^.  and  therefore,  as  he  receives  only 
'  4/.  in  money,  he  muft  lofe,  the  very  firft  year, 
'  lOJ.  5^.  which  loft,  by  the  yearly  diminution 
'  of  the  capital,   and  the  yearly  increafe  of  the 

*  fmking  fund,  will  increafe  every  year  fo  faft, 
'  that  in  five  or  fix  years,  I  reckon  every  proprie- 
'  tor  will  lofe  i  per  Cent,  upon  the  capital  he  is 
'  pofl^efled  of,    by  every  payment  made  by  the 

*  publick  •,  for  which  reafon  every  proprietor  of 

*  South-Sea  annuities,   if  he  underftands  his  own 

*  intereft,    would   certainly   chufe    to    accept   of 

*  3  per  Cent,  for  14  years  certain,  rather  than  re- 

*  main  fubjed  to  the  annihilation  of  fo  much  of 
'  his  capital  yearly,  and  the  trouble  of  receiving 

*  fuch  partial  payments,    and  of  replacing  thofe 

*  payments  fome  way  at  intereft,  or  invefting 
'  them  in  fome  fort  of  trade  or  bufinefs. 

*  I  have  made  the  calculation,  Sir,  upon  Old 
'  and  New  South-Sea  annuities  taken  together,  for 
'  the  fake  of  eafe  and  perfpicuity  j  but  it  will 
'  come  out  the  fame,  if  we  make  the  calculation 
'  upon   the   two,    feparately  ;    and,    therefore,   I 

*  think  there  is  a  great  probability  in  fuppofing 

*  that  all  the  Old  South-Sea  annuitants  will  become 
'  fubfcribers  for  accepting  3  per  Cent,  upon  their 
'  capital,  for  14  years  certain,  before  Michaelmas 

*  next,  if  we  give  them  an  opportunity  of  fo  do- 
'  ing  ;  becaufe  if  any  number  of  them  ftiould 
'  fubfcribe,    the    lofs   will    fall   extreamly  heavy 

*  upon 
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*  upon  thofe  who  do  not,  which  will  of  courfe 

*  be  a  prevailing  argument  with  the  moft  obftl- 

*  nate.     But  fuppofe  no  one  of  them  does  come 

*  in  to  fubfcribe,  it  can  be  attended  with  no  bad 
'  confequence  ;  the  government  will  then  have 
'  nothing  to  do  but  to  iflue  the  million  at  Micha- 
'  elmas  next,   and  it  will  be  diftributed  pro  rata 

*  among  the  Old  South-Sea  annuities,  according  to 

*  the  diredlion  of  Parliament. 

*  Before  I  conclude.   Sir,   I  muft  take  notice, 

*  that  we  ought  to  endeavour,  as  much  as  pofTi- 

*  ble,    to  reduce  the  rate   of  intereft,    efpecially 

*  upon  the  debt  due  to  the  Bank^  before  we  come 

*  to  any  agreement  about  granting  them  a  new 

*  term  ;  for  if  we  do  not,  the  reduction  of  their 

*  intereft  to  3  per  Cent,  will  be  looked  on,  per- 

*  haps,  as  a  full  confideration  for  that  new  term  ; 
'  whereas  if  it  fhould  be  reduced  before  that 
'  time,  the  confideration  muft  be  paid  wholly  in 

*  ready  money,  which  will  enable  us  to  pay  off 

*  any  debts  that  may  be  ftill  ftanding  out  at  4  per 

*  Cent. 

'  Thus,  Sir,  I  have  laid  before  you  a  propofi- 

*  tion,  which,  I  am  fure,  may  tend  greatly  to  the 
'  benefit  of  the  publick,  and  can  be  attended  wqth 

*  no  bad  confequence,  nor  with  the  leaft  danger  of 
'  any  bad  confequence ,  yet,  neverthelefs,  I  jfhould 

*  not,  I  believe,  have  had  the  courage  to  offer  it, 

*  if  the  great  hopes  given  us  by  fome  honourable 
'  gentlemen  in  the  committee,  of  our  being  able 
'  to  do  wonders  five  or  fix  years  hence,  had  not 
'  m.ade  me  imagine,  that  I  fhould  certainly  have 
'  their  concurrence.     Whether  we  can  now  pro- 

*  perly  take  this  affair  into  our  confideration,  I  do 
'  not  know  ;  but  if  it  fhould  be  thought  we  can- 
'  nor,  I  think  we  ought  to  refolve  ourfelves  into 
'  a  committee  of  the  whole  houfe,  to  confider  of 
'■  the  national  debt,  or  into  fome  fuch  committee, 

'  in 
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*  in  order  to  take  this  or  any  other  propofition  of 

*  the  fame  nature  that  may  then  be  offered  into 

*  our  confideration  ;  for  furely  we  ought  not  to 
'  fit  here  and  fee  3  fer  Cejit.  fecurities  felling  at  a 

*  premium^    without  endeavouring  to  take  fome 

*  advantage  of  that   favourable  conjuncture,  for 

*  lowering    the    intereft    of   thefe  national  debts 

*  which  now  bear  an  intereft  of  4  per  Cent* 
Upon  this  it  was  faid  by  Sir  Robert  Walpole^ 

and   fome   others,    '  That  publick  credit  was  a 

*  thing  of  fuch  a  ticklifh  nature,  it  was  dangerous 

*  to  meddle  with  it  at  any  rate,  but  much  more, 

*  to  make  any  ftep  which  might  affed  it,  with= 
^  out  the  moft  mature  confideration.     That  in  a 

*  very  few  years  we  might,  perhaps,  be  able  to 

*  reduce  the  whole,    or  the  greateft  part  of  the 

*  publick  debts  to  an  intereft  of  3  per  Cent,  but 

*  they  were  afraid  it  was  not  yet  time  to  make  any 
'  fuch  attempt.     That  to  make  any  fuch  attempt 

*  without  fuccefs,  would  certainly  be  attended 
'  with  bad  confequences  ;    for  as  publick   credit 

*  depended  intirely  upon  the  opinion  of  the  gene- 
'  rality  of  mankind,  a  vain  and  unfuccefsful  at- 
^  tempt  to  reduce  the  intereft  payable  upon  any  of 
'  our  publick  funds,  would  be  attended  at  leaft 
'  with  this  bad  confequence,  that  it  would  give 

*  many  people  a  mean  opinion  of  the  wifdom  and 

*  prudence  of  the  government  \  and  no  man 
'  Would  truft,    or  continue  to  truft  his  fortune 

*  in  the  hands  of  thofe  whofe  wifdom  and  pru- 
'  dence  he  had  no  good  opinion  of  j  fo  that  the 

*  attempting  to  reduce  the  intereft  might  give  a 

*  much  greater  check  to  publick  credit  than  fome 
'  gentlemen  feemed  to  be  aware  of,  and  might 

*  put  it  out  of  their  power  to  reduce  the  intereft 

*  payable  ujpon  any  of  the  publick  funds,  for  a 

*  much  longer  time  than  it  would  have  been,  if 
''  no  fuch  unfeafonable  attempt  had  been  made. 

«  HqW' 
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^  However,  they  fald,  they  were  not  againft 

*  going  into  fuch  a  committee  as  had  been  pro- 
'  pofed  ;  becaufe  gentlemen  would  then  have  time 

*  to  confider  of  what  they  were  about;    and  if 

*  any  feafable  fcheme  fhould  be  there  propofed  for 

*  reducing  the  intereft  now  payable  upon  any  of 

*  the  publick  funds,  they  fhould  moft  readily  a- 

*  gree  to  it/  Whereupon  the  refolution  of  the 
committee  of  fupply  was  agreed  to  without  a  di- 
vifion  'y  and  then  'twas  refolved,  That  the  hdufe 
would,  upon  that  day  fe'nnight,  refolve  itfelf  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole  houfe  to  confider  of  the 
national  debt ;  after  which  it  was  ordered.  That  a 
ftate  of  the  national  debt,  as  it  was  the  firft  of 
February  laft,  fhould  be  laid  before  the  houfe. 

This  flate  was  accordingly  laid  before  the  houfe 
on  March  18,  and  was  as  follows,  viz. 


An 
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That  our  readers  may  the  better  underftand  the 
following  debate,  we  fhall  give  them  a  propofal, 
which  about  this  time  was  publifhed  in  our  news- 
papers. 

A  propofal  to\i:ards  lozvering  the  intereft  of  all  the 
redeemable  national  debts  to  3  per  Cent,  per  Ann. 
And  thereby  to  enable  the  Parliament  to  give  im- 
mediate eafe  to  his  Majeftfs  fulje^s^  by  taking 
cff  feme  of  the  taxes  ijohich  are  moft  btirdenfome  to 
the  poor,  and  efpe daily  to  the  manufadurers.  As 
likewife  to  give  eafe  to  the  peopky  by  leffening  the 
annual  taxes  for  the  current  fervice  of  the  year^ 
viz. 

A  propofal    ^  I  AHAT  an  offer  be  made  to  the  proprietors 
pubiiflied  up-     I      ^£  ^j^^  South-Sea  annuities,   as  well  old  as 

on  this  occa-      -^  -     ,       .  ^  . 

£on.  new,  at  luch  tmies  as  the  relpedlive  transfer  books 

fhall  be  fhut,  in  the  following  manner,  isiz. 

That  all  perfons  be  at  liberty  to  make  their  op- 
tion for  the  whole,  or  any  part  of  their  capital,  of 
one  or  more  of  the  particulars  under-mentioned  ; 
for  which  purpofe,  books  to  be  laid  open  at  the 
South-Sea  houfe,  viz. 

All  who  defire  to  be  paid  their  money,  to  en- 
ter their  names  and  fums  in  one  book. 

Thofe  who  fhall  chufe  to  have  annuities  for  cer- 
tain terms  of  years,  and  the  capital  to  be  annihi- 
lated, may  fubfcribe  in  particular  books  for  that 
purpofe,  at  the  folJowing  rates  : 

For  47  years,  at  4  per  Cent,  per  Ann, 
3 1   years,  at  5 
2  3tyears,  at  6 
19  years,  at  7 
16  years,  at  8 
1 3 -^y ears,  at  9 
12  years,  at  10 
That  the  proprietors  of  fo  much  of  the  capital 
as  fhall  not  be  claim'd  in  money,  nor  fubfcribed 

into 
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into  iome  of  the  annuities  for  terms  of  years, 
fhai!,  for  the  future,  be  intitled  to  the  annuity  of 
3  fer  Cent,  per  Ann.  only. 

And,  for  the  encouragement  of  the  annuitants 
to  accept  of  3  per  Ce?it.  per  Ann.  it  is  propoi^d. 
That  they  be  not  fubje6l  to  redemption  or  dimi- 
nution of  their  annuities  for  the  term  of  fourteen 
years. 

And  that  all  the  annuities  for  terms  of  years  be 
transferable  at  the  Sontb-Sea  Houfe,  without  any 
charge  •,  as  well  as  the  annuities,  which  fhail  be 
continued  at  3  per  Cent,  per  Ann. 

And  that  all  the  annuities  for  terms  of  years 
commeace  from  the  determination  of  the  annuities 
of  4  per  Cent,  without  any  lofs  of  time. 

'Tis  apprehended,  that  this  offer  will  be  more 
beneficial  to  the  proprietors,  than  the  remaining  in 
their  prefent  iituation,  and  receiving  a  million  at  a 
time,  to  be  divided  alternately  between  the  old 
and  new  annuitants,  which  muft  afPecSt  them  in  a 
very  high  manner,  as  it  tends  greatly  to  reduce 
their  capital,  by  continual  laying  out  the  money 
paid  off  in  new  annuities  at  advanced  prices. 

If  the  Parliament  fhould  be  willing  to  Indulge 
any  perfons,  not  being  foreigners,  who  may  be 
advanced  in  years,  with  annuities  for  term  of  life : 
The  following  rates  are  fubmitted  to  the  con- 
fideration  of  gentU-men  who  have  turned  their 
thoughts  to  this  fubje6t,  viz.  perfons 

44  years  old  or  upward,   7  per  Cent,  for  life. 
,  53 8 

59  — 9 

63 ; ; 10 

If  thefe  rates  tor  lives,  or  any  other  rates, 
Ihould  be  thought  convenient  to  be  offered, 

It  is  then  propofed.  That  the  old  and  new  an- 
nuitants be  permitted  to  fubfcrlbe  any  part  of  their 
capital,  they  being  within  the  limitation  of  years 
above  expreffed. 

I  2  And 
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And  that  none  of  the  propofals  foregoing  be 
made  for  ready  money  ;  becaufe  it  is  reafonable, 
that  the  prefent  creditors  fhould  have  the  prefe- 
rence in  any  advantageous  offer  made  by  the  Par- 
Jiament,  as  this  is  apprehended  to  be,  fince  mo- 
ney may  be  raifed  at  3  per  Cent,  per  Ann.  with  a 
liberty  of  redeeming  the  fame  at  pleafure. 

ON  Monday.,  March  21,  the  houfe  having, 
according  to  order,  refolved  itfelf  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole  houfe,  to  confider  of  the 
national  debt  •,  and  the  ftate  of  the  national  debt 
having  been  referred  to  the  faid  committee,  as 
foon  as  Sir  Charles  'Turner  had  taken  the  chair.  Sir 
John  Barnard  flood  up  and  made  a  motion,  for 
enabling  his  Majefty  to  raife  money  either  by  the 
ftle  of  annuities  for  years  or  lives,  at  fuch  rates  as 
fhould  be  prefcribed,  or  by  borrowing  at  an  in- 
tereft  not  exceeding  3  per  Cent,  to  be  applied  to- 
wards redeeming  of  the  old  and  new  South-Sea  an- 
nuities ;  and  that  fuch  of  the  faid  annuitants  as 
fhould  be  inclined  to  fubfcribe  their  refpedive  an- 
nuities, fliould  be  preferred  to  all  others. 

Upon  this  motion  there  were  long  debates,  fo 
that  the  committee  did  not  come  to  any  refolution 
that  day  •,  therefore,  'twas  refolved.  That  the 
houfe  would,  upon  that  day  fevennight,  refolve 
itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  houfe,  to 
confider  further  of  the  national  debt ;  and  it  hav- 
ing been  much  iniifted  on,  in  this  debate,  that 
there  was  a  great  part  of  the  South-Sea  old  and 
new  annuities  in  the  hands  of  widows  and  or- 
phans, and  perfons  who  were  proprietors  for 
very  fmall  fums,  therefore,  next  day  'twas  order- 
ed. That  an  account  fhould  be  laid  before  the 
houfe,  of  the  quantity  of  old  and  new  South- 
Sea  annuity  ftock,  and  the  number  of  annuitants 
..  who  were  intitled  to  any  fuch  flock,  not  ex- 
ceeding 1000/.  to  each  annuitant-,  alfo,  'twas  or- 
dered. 


A.  1737.        DEBATES.  117 

dered.  That  an  account  fhould  be  Jaid  before  the 
houfe,  of  the  quantity  of  old  and  new  South-Sea 
annuity  ftock,  holden  by  any  executors,  admini- 
ilrators,  and  truftees,  and  the  number  of  fuch 
tru«fts  :  Which  accounts  were  prefented  to  the 
houfe  by  Mr.  John  Brijlow  on  the  Friday  follow- 
ing ;  and  on  Monday  the  order  of  the  day  being 
read,  and  thefe  accounts  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee, the  houfe  refolved  itfelf  again  into  the  faid 
committee,  v/hen  the  debate  upon  the  aforefaid 
motion  was  refumed  •,  in  both  which  the  argu- 
ments for  the  motion  were  in  fubftance  as  follow- 
eth,  viz. 

*  Sir,  As  fome  things  I  mentioned  in  the  com-  J^^'^J.^fj  JJ^f 
'  mittee  of  fupply,  gave  rife  to  the  houfe's  re-  pofuion 
'  folving  itfelf  into  this  committee,  I  think  it  in-  jll;^^^^^ 
'  cumbent  upon  me  to  rife  up,  in  order  to  ex-  nard. 
'  plain  and  enforce  what  I  then  mentioned  but 
'  iuperficially,  and  to  make  you  fuch  a  propofi- 
'  tion  as  I  think  may  at  this  juncture  be  made  ef- 
'  fedual,  for  reducing  the  intereft  payable  upon  a 

*  part  of  the  national  debts,  and  for  eafing  the 
'  people  of  a  part  of  chat  heavy  load  of  taxes 
'  they  now  groan  under.  In  the  committee  of 
'  fupply  I  mentioned  only  the  application  of  the 
'  million,  to  be  paid  at  Michaelmas  next,  to  fuch 
'  of  the  South-Sea  old  annuitants  only,  as  are  not 
'  willing  to  accept  of  an  intereft  of  3  per  Cent. 

*  for  if  there  are  any  who  are  willing  to  accept  of 
'  fuch  an  intereft,  and  I  am  convinced  there  are  a 
'  great  many,  I  muft  think  it  a  very  abfurd  fort 
'  of  conduct  in  the  publick,  to  make  any  pay- 

*  ment  to  them,  as  long  as  there  is  any  one  pub- 

*  lick  creditor   who   will    not   accept  of  fuch  a 

*  low  intereft :  However,  as  this  houfe  feems  to 

*  be  of  a  contrary  opinion,   I  flaall  readily  fub^ 

*  mit  •,    but  as  the  houfe  then  refolved  upon  the 

*  committee  we  are  now  in,   I  thought  myfelf 

I  3  *  obliged 
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obliged  as  a  member  of  this  houfe,  and  as  one 
who  fincerely  defires  to  fee  the  nation  freed 
from  its  debt,  and  the  people  freed  from 
their  perpetual  taxes,  I  mean  luch  as  are  made 
perpetual  by  Parliament ;  I  fay,  I  thought  my- 
felf  obliged  to  turn  my  thoughts  that  way  y  and 
from  confidering  our  prefent  circumftances,  and 
the  prefent  low  rate  of  intereft,  I  am  of  opi- 
nion, that  the  fcheme  for  reducing  the  intereft 
of  the  publick  debts  may  be  pufhed  further  than 
I  then  propofed  or  thought  on. 
'  Every  one  knows.  Sir,  that  the  price  of  all 
our  publick  funds  is  now  at  a  higher  rate  than 
ever  it  was  before,  upon  any  reafonable  founda- 
tion :  Every  one  knows,  that  even  thofe  pub- 
lick fecurities,  which  bear  an  intereft  of  3  per 
Cent.  only,  now  fell  at  a  premium  in  'Change- 
Alley  ;  and  I  muft  be  of  opinion,  it  would  be 
an  unpardonable  negledt  in  us,  not  to  endeavour 
to  take  advantage  of  that  happy  circumftance, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  publick.  I  am  perfuaded 
there  are  f^w  or  none,  v/ho  are  willing  to  give  a 
premium  for  any  3  per  Cent,  fecurity,  but  would 
willingly  lend  his  money  to  the  government  at 
the  fame  intereft,  if  books  of  fubfcription  were 
opened  for  that  purpofe,  with  an  afiurance  that 
no  part  of  his  principal  ftiould  be  paid  off 
for  fourteen  years  •,  and  therefore,  I  think,  we 
ought  to  have  fuch  books  always  lying  open 
at  the  Exchequer,  or  fome  other  convenient 
place,  for  taking  in  the  fubfcriptions  of  thofe 
who  are  willing  to  lend  at  3  per  Cent,  in  order 
to  pay  off  the  fooner  fuch  of  the  publick  credit 
tors  as  are  not  willing  to  accept  of  a  lower  in- 
tereft than  fofir.  If  this  were  done,  it  would 
convince  all  our  publ'ck  creditors,  who  are  now 
intitled  to  an  intereft  of  4  per  Cent,  that  the 
government  is  in  earneft,  and  firmly  refolved  to 
pay  them  off  as  fopn  as  poftible ;   and  as  the 

'  only 
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*  only  conteft  among  the  publick  creditors  now 

*  is,  which  of  them  fhall  be  the  laft  in  being  paid 

*  off,  'tis  more  than  probable,  the  far  greatefl: 
'  part  of  them  would  come  in  and  fubfcribe  what 

*  is  due  to  them  refpedively,  at  an  intereft  of  3 

*  per   Cent,    rather  than  run  the  rifk  of    being 

*  quickly  paid  off  the  whole,  or  the  greateft  part 

*  of  their  capital,  by  means  of  the  finking  fund, 
'  and  the  money-fubfcriptions  at  3  per  Cent, 

'  That  the  rate  of  intereft  upon  publick  fecuri- 

*  ties,  has  always  had,  and  always  will  have  a 
'  great  influence  upon  the  rate  of  intereft  between 

*  man  and  man,  is  what,  I  believe.  Sir,  no  gen- 

*  tleman  will  queftion ;  for  as  upon  publick  fecu- 
'  rities  a  man  is  always  fure  of  having  his  intereft 
'  regularly  paid,  and  may  have  his  principal 
'  whenever  he  has  a  mind,  which  are  two  advan- 
'  tages  he  can   never  be  affured  of,   in  lending 

*  upon  the  moft  undoubted  private  fecurity,  it 
'  is  certain  the  natural  rate  of  intereft  upon  pub- 
'  lick  fecurities  will  always  be  lower  than  the  na- 

*  tural  rate  of  intereft  upon  private  ;  therefore  the 
'  only  method  of  reducing  the  latter,  is,  to  re- 

*  duce  the  former ;  and  when  you  have  reduced 
'  both,  then,  and  not  till  then,  you  may  fafely 
'  venture  to  reduce  the  legal :  And  that  a  low 
'  rate  of  intereft  upon  private  fecurities,  is  of  great 
'  advantage  to  every  nation  where  it  can  be  brought 
'  about,  is  what  can  be  as  little  queftioned  by  thofe 

*  who  have  any  regard  to  experience,  or  to  the 
'  nature  of  things.      But  as  this  depends  upon 

*  fpeculations,  and  upon  fa(5ls  which  fome  gentle - 
'  men  may  not  perhaps  be  acquainted  with,  I 
'  ftiall  beg  leave  to  enlarge  a  little  upon  the  fubjedt. 

'  'Tis  certain,  Sir,  the  ftrength  and  power  of  a 
'  nation  can  be  increafed  only  by  multiplying  its 
'  inhabitants,  increaftng  its  trade,,  or  improving 
'  its  lands;    for  extent  of  territory  weakens,  in- 

*  ftead  of  ftrengthening  a  nation,  if  that  territory 

I  4  '  lies 
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lies  defert  and  thinly  inhabited;  becaufe  the 
greater  frontier  a  nation  has  to  defend,  the  more 
they  will  be  expofed  to  infults  and  incurfions, 
unlefs  every  part  of  the  frontier  be  fo  well 
ftock'd  with  people,  that  they  are  able  to  de- 
fend themfelves  againft  any  fudden  invafion  ; 
and  the  frontiers  of  every  country  will  always 
be  worft  flocked  with  people;  for  mankind 
alv/ays  retire  fiom  danger,  if  they  can  ;  which 
is  the  re^fon  for  the  heart  or  middle  part  of 
every  country's  being  generally  the  moft  popu' 
lous.  As  to  the  multiplying  or  increafing  the 
number  of  inhabitants  in  any  country,  it  muft 
always  proceed  from  the  increafe  of  its  trade, 
or  the  improvement  of  its  land  •,  for  let  the  peo- 
ple be  as  prolifick  as  pofTible,  let  them  be  as 
prolifick  as  ever  the  northern  parts  of  Europe^ 
or  of  this  very  ifland,  have  appeared  to  have 
been,  if  they  cannot  find  employment  and  fub- 
fiflence  at  home,  they  will  wander  abroad  ei- 
ther in  armed  j:)odies,  or  as  fmgle  adventurers, 
to  feek  for  that  in  foreign  countries,  which  they 
cannot  find  in  their  own.  It  is  therefore  high- 
ly requifite  for  every  nation  to  take  every  pof- 
fible  method  for  increafing  its  trade,  and  im- 
proving its  land  ;  and  nothing  can  tend  more 
to  either  of  thefe  purpofes,  than  a  low  rate  of 
interefl  for  the  ufe  or  forbearance  of  the  pay- 
ment of  money  between  man  and  man. 
*  With  refpedt  to  trade.  Sir,  it  is  either  foreigri 
or  domeflick,  and  both  depend  in  a  great  mea- 
fure  upon  the  law  rate  of  intereft  ;  for  mankind 
naturally  purfue  that  which  is  their  greateft  ad- 
vantage, and  but  few  men  will  be  either  frugal^ 
diligent,  or  induflrious,  if  they  can  live  other- 
wife  ;  therefore,  if  a  man  can  live  indolently 
upon  the  interefl  of  his  money,  he  will  gene- 
rally follow  no  trade  or  employment ;  and  if  he 
can  make   more   of  his  money  by  lending  it 

■  *  at 
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at  intereft,  than  he  can  make  by  employing  it  m 
trade  or  the  improvement  of  land,  he  will  al- 
ways chufe  the  former.  For  this  reafon  the 
people  of  a  country,  where  the  rate  of  intereft 
is  high,  will  never  carry  on  any  trade  for  fo 
fmall  a  profit,  as  the  people  of  a  country  will 
do  where  the  intereft  of  money  is  low  ;  nor  will 
the  perfons  engaged  in  trade  ever  be  fo  nume- 
rous or  fo  rich  in  the  former,  as  in  the  latter. 
Suppofe,  in  this  country,  a  man  miay  make  5  or 
4  per  Cent,  of  his  money,  by  lending  it  at  an 
intereft  upon  a  certain  fecurity  -,  we  cannot,  in 
that  cafe,  fuppofe  that  any  man  will  take  the 
trouble  of  carrying  on  any  trade,  by  which 
he  cannot  make  8  or  10  per  Cent,  profit: 
Whereas  in  Holland^  where  a  man  can  never  get 
more  than  3,  and  often  not  above  2  per  Cent. 
by  lending  his  money  at  intereft  upon  a  certain 
fecurity,  we  muft  fuppofe,  that  in  that  country, 
a  man  will  be  glad  to  engage  in  any  trade,  by 
which  he  can  make  6  or  4  per  Cent,  profit  *,  and 
an  additional  advantage  is,  that  in  Holland  a 
man  who  has  but  icoo/.  or  2000/.  capital  muft 
necefTarily  engage  in  trade,  becaufe  he  cannot 
live  upon  the  legal  intereft.  of  his  money  ; 
whereas  a  man  of  that  capital  in  this  coun- 
try, may  live  comfortably  in  moft  corners  of  the 
kingdom  upon  the  legal  intereft  of  his  mo- 
ney -,  fo  that  more  men,  and  men  of  greater 
ftocks,  are  neceflarily  drove  into  trade  in  that 
country  than  in  this  ;  and  their  people  will  will- 
ingly engage  in  a  great  many  branches  of  traf- 
fick,  which  no  man  in  this  kingdom  will  touch 
at  *,  becaufe  he  can  make  as  much,  or  very  near 
as  much,  by  employing  his  money  in  our 
funds,  as  he  could  exped  to  make  by  that 
traffick. 

'  This,  Sir,  gives  the  Dutch^  and  the  French 
too,   a  gceat   advantage    over   this   nation,    in 

'  aU 
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all  branches  of  trade  which  muft  be  carried  on 
at  a  fmall  profit,  fuch  as  the  carrying-trade^  and 
the  fifhing-tradey  bat  efpecially  the  lali,  which 
I  hope  fome  gentlemen  who  hear  me  will  take 
particular  notice  of;    and  I  fli^Jl  add  this  other 
obfervation.  That  in  thofe  two  trades  there  are 
more  fhips,  and  more  Teamen  employed  in  pro- 
portion,   than  in  any  other ;    and   the  feamen 
thus  employed  are  more  ufeful  for  the  defence 
of  their  country,    becaufe  they   are  always  at 
hand  upon  any   fudden  emergency ;    which   I 
hope  every  gentleman  will  take  particular  notice 
of,  who  has  any  regard  to  the  naval  power,  or 
the  fecurity  of  his  country. 
*  All  the  branches  of  foreign  trade.  Sir,  which 
any  nation  does  or  can  carry  on,  mull  con  fid 
either  in  the  carrying-trade^  the  fiftjing-trade^  or 
the  exporting  their  manufa(5lures  and  produce  to 
foreign   markets,    and   importing  thofe    foreign 
commodities  which  they  have  ufe  for  at  home. 
In  the  firil  tisjo^  we  are  under  fuch  a  difadvan- 
tage,  by  the  high  rate  of  intereft  among  us,  and 
the  fmall  profit  to  be  expedted   by  the  trade, 
that  few  or  none  of  our  people  will  engage  in 
either  *,  and  in  fa6l  we  have  but  very  little  of 
either,   and  would  have  none  at  all,  if  it  were 
not   for  the   many  natural  advantages    we  are 
blefs'd  with  above  any  other  country  upon  the 
face  of  the  globe.     And  as  to  our  trade  of  im- 
porting and  exporting  our  own  commodities,  and 
fuch  foreign  commodities  as  we  have  ufe  for,  it 
depends  upon  the  cheapnefs  of  our  navigation, 
and    proper    laws   for   its  encouragement.     As 
'  to  the  cheapnefs  of  our  navigation,  it  will  ai- 

•  ways  depend  upon  our  people's  employing  their 
'  money  in  that  way  at  a  fmall  profit ;  fo  that  in 
■  this  too,  our  neighbours  have  a  great  advantage 

•  over  us;  for  they  will  be  glad  to  employ  their 
'  money  in  that  way,  if  they  can  make  but  6  or  4 

'  per 
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^  per  Cent,  profit ;  whereas  we  cannot  fuppofe  any 
^  of  our  people  (except  fuch  as  venture,  or,  as 
«  they  call  it,  throw  away  a  little  money  for  the 

*  fervice  of  a  friend)  will  employ  their  money  in 
^  that  way,  at  a  profit  lefs  than  8  or  i  o  per  Cent, 

*  fo  that  both  Ihip-building,  fhips,  and  freight, 
'  would  be  cheaper  in  our  neighbouring  countries 

*  than  in  this^  by  at  leaft  4  per  Cent,  if  it  were 
'  not  for  fome  natural  advantages  we  are  likewife 

*  blefied  with  in  this  particular,    and  the  great 

*  fupply  we  now  receive  from  our  colony  of  New 
^  England  -,  but,  notwithftanding  all  thefe  natural 

*  advantages,  4  per  Cent,  difference  is  fuch  a  great 

*  advantage  in  favour  of  fome  of  our  neighbours, 

*  that  if  it  were  not  iov  the  navigation  ad,  and 

*  other  laws  in  favour  of  our  own  fhipping,  I  am 

*  convinced  we  fhould  fee  our  ports  every  day 
'  full  of  Dutch  fhips  and  feamen  ;   and  even  as  it 

*  is,  we  may  obferve  that  the  number  of  Ham- 

*  burgh^  Harhorougbj   Dani/h  and  Swedifh  fhips, 

*  is   every  day   increafing  in  the  river  Thames  ; 

*  and  for  what  I  know,  in  feveral  other  ports  of 
^  the  kingdom. 

'  But,  Sir,  I  need  not  infifl  fo  much  upon  the 

*  prejudice  a  high  rate  of  interefl  does  to  our  na- 
'  vigation,  with  refpedt  to  our  importation  and 
'  exportation;  for  if  our  prefent  rate  of  interefl, 
^  and  our  prefent  taxes  continue  for  fome  years 
^  longer,  I'm  afraid  we  fhall  have  very  little  ei- 
'  ther  of  manufactures,  or  home  produce,  to  ex- 
'  port ;  and  in  that  cafe  our  importation  muft 
'  likewife  decreafe  in  proportion  ;  becaufe  we  fhall 
'  not  then  be  able  to  give  either  money,  or  o- 

*  ther  valuable  confideration  in  return.  With  re- 
'  fpe(5t  to  our  home  manufactures,  it  is  certain  the 
'  exportation  of  them  can  proceed  from  nothing 

*  but  our  merchants  being  able  to  fell  them  cheap- 
'  er,  or  at  leail  as  cheap  in  foreign  markets,  as 
'  any  foreign  maniifadures  of  the  fame  kind  and 
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*  goodnefs  can  be  {old.     Let  us  then  fee  how  the 

*  difference  of  intereft  may  affed  this  branch  of 

*  trade.  An  Englijhman  will  not  inveft  his  mo- 
'  ney  in  the  carrying  on  of  any  manufacture, 
'  unlefs  he  can  make  8  or  10  per  Cent,  profit; 

*  a  'Dutch  or  a  Frenchman  will  gladly  inveft  his 

*  money  in  the  carrying  on  of  a  manufac5lure,  if 

*  he  can  make  4  or  6  per  Cent,  profit ;  therefore, 

*  fuppofing  all  other  charges  equal,  a  Dutchman 

*  or  Frenchman  will  fell  his  manufadures  to  the 
'  merchant  exporter  4  per  Cent,  cheaper  than  the 

*  Englijhman  will  do.     Here  is  an  overload  of  4 

*  per  Cent,  upon  our  manufadures  at  every  foreign 
^  market.     Again,  an  Englijh  merchant  will  not 

*  employ  his  money  in  the  exportation  and  fale  of 
'  our  manufa(51:ures,  unlefs  he  can  make  8  or  10 

*  per  Cent,  of  his  money  -,   a  Dutch  or  a  French 

*  merchant  will  employ  his  money  in  the  exporta- 

*  tion  and  fale  of  the  manu failures  of  his  coun- 

*  try,    if  he  can  thereby  make  but  4  or  6  per 

*  Cent,  of  his  money  :    Here  is  an  additional  o- 

*  verload  of  4  per  Cent,  upon  our  manufadures 

*  at  every  foreign  market ;  fo  that  all  the  manu- 

*  failures   of   this  kingdom,    by   means    of  the 

*  high  rate  of  intereft,  carry  with  them  to  every 

*  foreign  market,  a  load  of  8  per  Cent,  per  An- 
'  itiim.,  more  than  the  Dutch  or  French  manufac- 

*  tures  carry  with  them  to  the  fame  market,  with- 

*  out  mentioning  the  difference  of  freight,  and 
'  feveral  other  additional  overloads,  that  naturally 
'  arife  from  the  high  intereft  of  money  in  this 

*  kingdom,  above  what  it  is  among  our  neigh- 
'  hours  and  rivals. 

'  This  fingle  advantage.  Sir,  Is  of  itfelf  fuffi- 
'  cient  to  exclude  our  manufaclures  from  every 
'  market  in  the  world,  where  our  rivals  can  come 

*  in  competition  with  us  -,  but  if  we  confider, 
'  what  a  heavy  load  is  added  to  the  prime  coft  of 

*  all  our  manufactures,  by  the  taxes  laid  upon  fe- 

2  '  vera! 
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*  veral  materials  neceiTary  for  working  them  up, 

*  and  by  thofe  taxes  which  are  laid  upon  many  of 

*  the  neceflaries  of  life,  we  may  have  fome  rea- 
'  fon  to  be  furprized  there  is  at  this  day  a  Jhilling^s 

*  worth  of  any  fort  of  manufadure  exported  from 
«  Great  Britain  \  for  that  we  ftill  do  export 
'  great  quantities  of  manufadlure,  is  certain  ^  and 

*  becaufe  this  may  be  an  argument  with  fome  for 

*  concluding  there  is  nothing  in  what  I  have  faid, 

*  I  muft  beg  leave  to  confider  fome  of  the  natural 
'  or  acquired  advantages  we  ftill  enjoy. 

*  Before  the  peace  of  Utrecht^  we  had  no  rival 

*  in  the  woollen  manufadlure  trade  but  the  Dutch, 

*  and  over  them  we  have  many  natural  advantages, 

*  both  as  to  our  lituation,  the  goodnefs  of  our 
^  ports,  and  the  principal  conftituent  materials  of 

*  that  manufadlure,  all  of  which  they  are  obliged 

*  to  furnifh  themfelves  with  at  fecond  hand.     To 

*  this  I  ihall  add,  that  when  the  woollen  manu- 

*  failure  was  firft  chiefly  eftablilhed  in  England, 

*  which    was   in  the  long   and   happy   reign  of 

*  Queen  Elizabeth^  the  intereft  of  money  was 
'  pretty  much  the  fame  in  both  countries,   and 

*  the  Butch  were  engaged  in  a  bloody  and  dan- 

*  gerous  war,  and  in  eftablifhing  their  common- 

*  wealth  and  their  Eaft-India  trade,  fo  that  their 

*  people  had  not  much  time  to  think  of  impro- 
'  ving  any  fort  of  manufadlure.     By  thefe  means 

*  we  got  ourfelves  riveted  in  the  pofleilion  of  all 

*  the  principal  marts  for  woollen  manufadure  both 
'  in  Afia  and  Europe ;  and  that  pofTefTion  we  in 

*  good  meafure  kept,  till  the  beginning  of  the  laft 
'  war  with  France  and  Spain,  when  we  were  {o 

*  wife  as  to  prohibit  trade  with  both.  During 
'  that  long  period,  the  people  in  Turkey,  Spain, 
'  Portugal,  and  even  in  France  too,  till  the  revo- 

*  lution,  became  fo  accuftomed  to  the  wearing  of 

*  Englifh  cloths  and  ftuffs,  that  it  was  not  eafy 
\  to  make  them  change  their  merchant  -,   for  a 
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long  eftablifh'd  cuftom  in  any  country,  efpecial- 
ly  in  I'urkey^  Spain^  and  Portugal^  is  not  eafily 
altered,  nor  are  people  apt  to  go  to  a  new  fhop, 
as  long  as  they  meet  with  tolerable  ufage  at  the 
old.     Thus  by  getting  pofTefTion  of  the  trade, 
and  keeping  that  poiTeflion  for  fo  long  a  time, 
we  acquired   an   advantage,    which   could  not 
eafily  nor  fpeedily  be  taken  from  us ;    and  this 
acquired  advantage  is,  Pm  afraid,  the  chief  fupport 
of  our  prefent  exportation :  But  in  a  long  courfe 
of  time  we  may  entirely  lofe  this  advantage;  and 
we  are  in  the  more  danger,  becaufe  we  have 
now  got   a   rival  in  the   woollen   manufad:ure 
trade,  much  more  formidable  than  the  Butch^ 
and  of  much  more  dangerous  confequence. 
'  Before  our  late  happy  revolution,  Sir,   they 
had  but  few  manufadures  of  woollen  cloth  in 
France^  and  fuch  as  they  had  were  of  the  coarf- 
eft  fort ;  fo  that  they  were  furnifhed   with  all 
their   fine   cloths   either  from  Holland  or  Eng- 
land ;    but  after  the  revolution  we  found  our- 
felves,  it  feems,  under  a  neceflity  of  prohibiting 
all  manner  of  trade  and  intercourfe  with  that 
kingdom.     This  prevented  its   being   in  their 
power  to  have  any  woollen  manufa<5lure  diredlly 
from  England^    which  laid  them  under  a  ne- 
cefiity,    and  at  the  fame  time  furnifh'd  them 
with  the  means  of  improving  what  they  had  of 
their  own  ;  fo  that  before  the  fecond  war  broke 
out,  they  had  come  fome  length  in  the  manu- 
fadlure  of  woollen  cloths,   efpecially  ftuff^s  or 
camblets  j    and  by  our  prohibiting   trade  with 
Spain  as  well  as  them,  at  the  beginning  of  that 
war,  we  furnifhed  them  not  only  v/ith  a  new 
opportunity  of  improving  their  woollen  manu- 
facture, but  likewife  with  an  opportunity  of  in- 
troducing it  by  degrees  into   the  kingdom  of 
Spain  y  and  the  peace  of  Utrecht  confirmed  their 

'  manu- 


A.  1737.         DEBATES.  127 

'  manufadure  in  the  advantage  it  had  reaped  by 

*  the  war. 

'  Ever  fince  that  time,  Sir,  they  have  enjoyed 
^  almoil  an  uninterrupted  ftate  of  tranquillity, 
^  during  which  time,  it  mud  be  confefied,    they 

*  have  made  the  heft  ufe  of  the  benefits  we  be- 
'  flowed  upon  them  ;  for  they  have  now  brought 
'  their  woollen  manufac5lure  to  fuch  perfedlion, 
*-  that  they  make  fuperfine  woollen  cloths  almoft 
^  as  ftne  and  as  good  as  we  can  do,  and  fell  them 
'  much   cheaper ;    by   which  means,    they   very 

*  much  interfere  with  us  in  Turkey  as  well  as 
'  Spain  ;  in  both  which  places  they  as  yet  meet 
'  with  fome  difficulty,  by  reafon  of  the  attach- 

*  ment  the  people  in  general  have  to  the  manu- 

*  fadures  of  this  kingdom  •,  but  that  attachment 
'  will  at  laft  wear  off,  and  then  it  will  be  out  of 

*  our  power  to  prefer ve  any  fhare  of  the  trade, 
^  uniefs  we  can  fell  all  forts  of  woollen  manufac- 
'  tures  as  cheap  as  the  French^  or  any  other  na- 
'  tion  can  poilibly  do. 

'  Now,  Sir,  with  refpe(5t  to  the  rivalfhip  in  this 

*  trade  between  the  French  and  us,  it  is  very  dif- 
'  ferent  from  that  between  us  and  the  Dutch, 
'  The  lituation  of  the  French  is  rather  more  con- 

*  venient  for  that  trade  than  ours,  and  their  ports 
'  are  as  good ;  then  as  to  the  materials,  the  only 

*  advantage  we  have  over  them,  confifts  in  our 

*  wool ;    but  they  lie  fo  convenient  for  ftealing  it 

*  away  from  us,  that  'tis  hardly  pofiible  to  prevent 
'  it  j  and  as  to  Spanifb  wool,  which  is  the  chief 
'  material  in  the  manufadlure  of  ail  fuperfine  cloths, 
'  they  lie  more  conveniently  for  having  it,  and 
'  may  have  it  at  a  cheaper  rate  than  we  can. 
'  From  all  which  I  muft  conclude,  the  chief  ad- 
vantage we  now  enjoy  in  this  manufacture,  is 

*  the  fuperior  fkill,  dexterity,  and  numbers  of  our 
workmen,  and  the  old  attachment  to  the  woollen 

'  manufadtures  of   this  kingdom,    fomething  of 

-  *  which 
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which  ftill  remains  in  Turkey^  Spain  and  PortU' 
gal ;  but  the  latter  will  wear  off  by  degrees,  if 
we  cannot  fell  as  cheap  as  any  other  nation,  and 
the  French  workmen  will  be  every  day  impro- 
ving and  increafing.  Thefe,  Sir,  are  our  cir* 
cumftances  with  refpedl  to  the  woollen  manu- 
fadlure,  which  is  our  chief  ftaple  *,  and  in  fuch 
circumftances  I  am  fure  every  gentleman  that 
hears  me,  muft  conclude,  it  is  high  time  for  us 
to  look  about  us,  and  to  negledt  no  opportu- 
nity that  may  tend  towards  enabling,  and  in 
fome  manner  obliging  our  merchants  and  manu- 
fa(5lurers,  to  fell  their  goods  as  cheap  as  fuch 
goods  can  be  fold  by  any  foreign  nation  what- 
foever. 

'  Thus,  Sir,  I  have  fhewn  what  bad  efFeds  our 
prefent  high  rate  of  intereft  may  have  upon  our 
foreign  trade,  and  our  home  manufactures -,  and 
now  let  me  fhew  the  advantages  a  nation  may 
reap  from  a  low  rate  of  intereft  with  refpedl  to 
the  improvement  of  their  lands,  and  maintain- 
ing a  great  number  of  inhabitants.  For  this 
purpofe,  let  me  obferve,  that  the  riches  of  a 
nation  properly  confift  in  the  aggregate  total  of 
every  man's  riches  in  particular  \  for  a  nation 
where  the  fubjedts  are  all  or  generally  rich,  will 
be  able  to  maintain  an  expenfive  war  much  lon- 
ger than  a  nation  can  do,  whofe  fubjeds  are  all 
or  generally  poor ;  becaufe  the  fubjedls  of  every 
nation,  if  they  are  under  a  good  government, 
will  contribute  as  much  as  they  can  towards  a 
necefTary  war,  and  rich  fubjeds  will  always  be 
able  to  contribute  more  or  longer  than  poor  : 
But  then  thefe  riches  of  particular  men  muft  be 
fuch  as  confift  in  lands,  houfes,  goods,  ready 
coin,  bullion  or  jewels  ;  they  muft  not  be  fuch 
as  confift  in  large  fums  out  at  intereft  among 
their  fellow-fubjedls  -,  for  fuch  riches  add  no- 
thing to  the  riches  of  the  nation,  nor  would  the 

'  nation 
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nation  be  one  bit  the  poorer,  if  they  fhould  de- 
clare a  year  of  juhike  by  a  publick  law  :  What- 
ever  fuch  men  may  be  able  to  contribute  to- 
wards the  publick  expence,  mufl  diminifh  the 
power  of  others  to  contribute  -,  and  therefore  it 
IS  againft  the  intereft  of  every  nation  to  have  a 
great  number  of  fuch  men,  or  to  encourage  the 
heaping  up  of  fuch  riches  among  them. 
'  Then,  Sir,  as  to  the  revenue  of  a  nation,  it 
is  to  be  computed,  in  the  fame  manner,  from 
the  aggregate  total  of  every  man's  revenue  in 
particular ;  but  then  thefe  particular  revenues 
mufl  confift  in  fuch  as  come  from  land,  trade^ 
or  induftry  :  They  muft  not,  for  the  fame  rea- 
fon,  be  fuch  as  come  from  fums  of  money  lent 
out  at  intereft.  And,  laftly,  I  Ihall  obferve, 
that  an  acre  of  land  without  any  improvement, 
may  not  perhaps  be  fufficient  to  employ  and 
fubfift  one  man  ;  whereas  the  fame  acfe,  with 
proper  improvements,  may  perhaps  be  made  able 
to  employ  and  fublift  two  or  three.  Now,  Sir, 
fuppofe  a  gentleman  of  loool.  a  year  land 
eftate,  has  in  a  courfe  of  years  faved  10,000/. 
Suppofe,  upon  looking  over  his  eftate  he  finds, 
that  by  laying  out  this  money  in  improvements, 
he  could  make  his  eftate  worth  at  leaft  1500/.  a 
year :  He  would  then  naturally  confider  which 
was  the  moft  profitable  way  of  laying  out  his 
money,  whether  to  lay  it  out  upon  thefe  im- 
provements, or  to  lay  it  out  on  a  purchafe  of 
another  eftate,  or  to  lend  it  upon  a  mortgage  ? 
In  this  cafe,  if  the  intereft  of  money  were  at  5 
per  Cent,  he  would  certainly  lay  out  his  money 
upon  a  purchafe  or  mortgage,  becaufe  he  would 
have  as  much  yearly  profit  by  laying  out  his  mo- 
ney in  either  of  thefe  v/ays,  as  he  could  expedb 
by  laying  it  out  in  improvements  ;  and  in  either 
of  thefe  two  ways  he  would  fave  himfelf  all  that 
trouble  and  fatigue,  which  the  laft  would  ne- 
VoL.  XV.  K  '  cefTarily 
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ce/larlly  fubjed:  him  to.  Though  this  gentle- 
man, by  laying  out  his  money  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner, certainly  improves  his  own  revenue,  though 
he  has  added  to  the  riches  of  his  country  by  his 
frugality,  yet  he  adds  nothing  either  to  the 
riches  or  the  revenue  of  his  country,  by  his 
purchafe  or  mortgage  •,  nor  does  he  enable  or 
make  his  country  fit  for  employing  or  maintain- 
ing any  greater  number  of  inhabitants.  On  the 
other  hand,  if  the  natural  intereft  of  money 
were  at  3  fer  Cent,  the  price  of  lands  would  rife 
very  near  in  proportion-,  in  which  cafe  he  would 
certainly  lay  his  money  out  in  improvements, 
becaufe,  in  this  way,  he  would  make  near  200/. 
a  year  more  of  his  money  than  he  could  do  by 
purchafe  or  mortgage  •,  and  by  laying  it  out  in 
fuch  a  manner,  he  would  not  only  add  to  the 
riches  and  revenue  of  his  country,  as  well  as  to 
his  own,  but  he  would  make  his  country  capa- 
ble of  employing  and  maintaining  a  greater  num- 
ber of  inhabitants  than  it  could  do  before. 
'  The  cafe,  Sir,  will  be  the  fame  in  fmall  fums 
as  well  as  large.  Suppofe  a  farmer  has  taken  a 
twenty-one  years  leafe  of  a  fmall  tenement,  and 
after  ftocking  his  tenement  has  20/.  over :  Sup- 
pofe he  finds,  that  by  laying  that  2c/.  out  in 
improving  his  tenement,  he  may  improve  its 
value  20 J.  a  year:  While  money  is  at  5  per 
Cent,  he  will  certainly  chufe  to  lend  out  his  mo- 
ney at  intereft,  rather  than  lay  it  out  upon  fuch 
an  improvement  \  but  if  the  intereft  of  money 
were  at  3  per  Cent,  only,  he  would  certainly  lay 
it  out  upon  the  improvement  -,  and  by  fo  doing 
would  add  to  the  revenue  of  his  landlord,  as 
well  as  to  the  revenue  of  his  country.  This, 
the  landed  gentlemen  that  hear  me,  will,  I 
hope,  have  a  particular  regard  to  ;  for  from 
hence  they  may  fee  how  naturally  a  low  rate  of 
intereft   tends   to    the    Improvement    of    their 

«  eftates, 
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'  eftates,  as  well  as  raifing  their  price,  and  that  a 

*  high  intereft  prevents  both  th'j  one  and  the 
'  other. 

'  I  hope,   Sir,  I  have  now  fhewn,  even  to  a 

*  demonftration,  that  the  lowering  of  intereft 
'  muft  be  attended  with  great  advantages  to  the 
'  nation  in  general,  and  to  the  landed  gentlemen 
'  in  particular  ;  and  I  have  fhewn,  I  hope,  like- 

*  wife  to  a  demonftration,   that  if  the  intereft  of 

*  money  be  continued  for  any  number  of  years  at 
'  the  prefent  rate  in  this  kingdom,  which  is  much 
'  higher  than  it  is  in  thofe  countries  which  are  our 
'  greateft  and  moft  formidable  rivals,  both  in 
'  trade  and  naval  power,  it  mud  be  attended 
'  with  the  gradual  decay  of  our  navigation^ 
'  our  foreign  trade,  and  our  home  manufadures, 
'  which  will  at  laft  bring  irretrievable  ruin  upon 
'  the  whole  nation.  Whoever  is  convinced  of 
'  this,  muft  have  a  heart  of  ftone,  he  muft  have 
'  no  bowels  tovv^ards  his  native  country,  if  for  any 
'  felfifh    end    he   oppofes,    if   in   fpite   of  every 

*  felfifti  view  he  does  not  promote  any  pradlicable 

*  fchem.e,  that  may  tend  towards  bringing  the  in- 

*  tereft  of  money  in  this  country  upon  a  par 
'  with  what  it  is  in  our  neighbouring  countries^ 
'  efpecially  in  thofe  neighbouring  countries  which 
'  are  our  greateft  rivals  in  trade  and  naval  power. 
'  And,  I  am  fure,  no  gentleman  will  fay,  it  is 
^  poflible  to  bring  down  either  the  natural  or  the 
'  legal  intereft  of  money  between  man  and  man, 

*  till  after  we  have  reduced  the  intereft  payable 
'  upon  all  our  publick  fecurities  -,  for  by  the  long 

*  and  regular  payment  of  the  intereft  upon  fuch 

*  fecurities,    and   by  the    growing  provision   we 

*  have  made  for  paying  off  the  principal  by  de- 

*  grees,  they  are  got  into  fuch  credit,  that  no 
'  man   will   lend  upon   a  private  fecurity  for  the 

*  fame  intereft  he  can  have  upon  a  publick  ;  ex- 
'  cept  a  very  few  perfons  who  have  large  fums, 

K  2  '  which. 
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which  they  ere  v/illi-g  to  lend  at  the  fame  in- 
tereft  upon  mortgages  ot  land  only. 
'  I  ihall  not  pretend.  Sir,  it  is  in  our  power,  or 
in  the  power  of  any  nation,  to  make  what  re- 
gulations they  have  a  mind,  with  regard  to  the 
legal  intereil  of  money.  The  natural  intereft 
of  money  is  always  the  ftandard  by  which  the 
legal  ought  to  be  regulated  •,  and  the  natural 
intereft  of  money  does  not  depend  upon  the  re- 
gulations of  men,  but  upon  natural,  and  fome- 
times  very  accidental  events:  But  this  I  will 
fay,  that  by  a  prudent  and  circumfpedl  admini- 
ftration  of  the  publick  affairs  of  any  country, 
fuch  meadires  may  be  taken  as  mud  neceflarily 
contribute  towards  reducing  the  natural  intereft 
of  money ;  and  when  fuch  meafures  are  ob- 
ferved  to  have  taken  effed:,  the  legal  intereft 
of  money  ought  then  to  be  reduced  ;  for  the  le- 
gal ought  always  to  be  kept  at  a  rate  equal  to, 
or  but  a  very  little  above  the  natural ;  becaufe  a 
great  deal  of  money  is  in  every  country  borrow- 
ed by  the  young  and  extravagant,  in  order  to 
fupport  their  luxury  and  extravagance  *,  and  as 
fuch  perfons  are  apt,  and  generally  obliged,  to 
pay  a  higher  intereft  for  it,  than  thofe  who  bor- 
row, in  order  to  employ  it  in  trade,  one  of  the 
moft  effedual  ways  to  prevent  their  luxury  and 
extravagance  (which  every  government  ought  to 
prevent  as  much  as  pofTible)  is,  to  make  it 
dangerous  for  men  to  endeavour  to  reap  great 
profits,  by  fupplying  them  with  the  proper  me- 
dium for  fupporting  their  luxury  and  extrava- 
gance. 

'  Even  in  this  country,  Sir,  if  the  fupplies  of 
the  year  had  been  duly  raifed  within  the  year, 
and  the  finking  fund  wholly  and  regularly  ap- 
plied to  the  difcharge  of  our  publick  debts,  ever 
fince  its  fir  ft  eftabliftiment,  I  will  be  bold  to 
fay,    the   intereft   upon  any  publick  funds  we 

'  had 
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had  remaining,  would  not  now  have  been 
above  2  f,  nor  would  the  natural  Intereft  of 
money  between  man  and  man,  where  there  was 
any  tolerable  fecurity,  have  been  above  3  ;  for 
the  natural  interefl:  of  money  muft  always  de- 
pend upon  the  proportion  between  the  quantity 
of  money  ready  to  be  lent  at  intereft,  and  the 
quantity  wanted  to  be  borrowed  •,  fo  that  pub- 
lick  loans  of  all  kinds,  muft  tend  towards  en- 
hancing the  natural  intereft  of  money,  and  pub- 
lick  payments  muft  as  nece/Tarily  tend  towards 
its  redudion.  Therefore,  from  the  prefent  low 
rate  of  intereft  upon  publick  fecurities,  notwith- 
ftanding  our  being  now  very  near  as  much  in 
debt  as  we  were  at  the  end  of  the  war,  I  am 
fure  I  may  venture  to  fay,  the  natural  intereft 
upon  all  forts  of  fecurities  would  have  been  at, 
or  below  3  per  Cent,  if  we  had  paid  off  the 
greateft  part  of  our  old  without  contradling  any 
new  debt  :  And  If  we  had  done  fo,  I  am  con- 
vinced, the  trade  of  this  kingdom  would  have 
been  in  a  much  more  flouriftiing  ftate  than  it  is 
at  prefent,  and  the  nation  much  better  able  to 
fupport  its  friends,  or  avenge  itfelf  of  its  ene- 
mies. 

'  Thefe,  'tis  true.  Sir,  are  but  melancholy  re- 
flexions, however  they  may  ferve  for  making  us 
more  circumfpedt  in  time  to  come,  and  for 
making  every  man  contribute  with  the  greater 
alacrity  towards  whatever  fums  may  hereafter  be 
thought  neceflary  for  the  current  fupplies,  in  or- 
der that  the  finking  fund  may  for  the  future  be 
applied  wholly  to  difcharge  the  national  debt, 
and  to  relieve  the  people  from  thofe  heavy  taxes 
they  now  groan  under ;  for  either  of  which 
purpofes  it  will  be  made  much  more  effedlual  by 
a  redudion  of  the  intereft  payable  to  the  South- 
Sea  old  and  new  annuitants,  from  4  to  3  per 

f-  Cent,  if  fuch  a  thing  can  be  brought  about  with- 
K  2  *  out 
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out  any  danger  to  publick  credit,  or  breach  of 
pablick  faith  ;  and  that  this  may  in  all  probabi- 
lity be  done,  is  what  I  fnall  now  endeavour  to 
demon ftrate.  That  there  are  in  this  kingdom 
large  fums  ready  to  be  lent  at  an  intered  of  3 
pe?'  Cent,  is  evident,  from  the  ready  accefs  the 
government  has  for  fome  time  had,  to  the  bor- 
rowing of  money  at  that  intereft  for  the  yearly 
fupplies,  and  upon  every  new  fund  that  has 
been  lately  ell:ablifhed.  But  this  is  ftili  more 
evident  from  the  high  premium  now  daily  given 
for  thofe  publick  fecurities,  that  bear  an  intereft 
only  of  3  -per  Cent.  Therefore,  I  think,  it  is 
reafonable  to  believe,  that,  if  books  of  fub- 
fcriptions  fhould  be  opened,  the  money-fub- 
fcriptions  would  amount  at  leaft  to  two  jnillions^ 
and  the  whole  millicn  to  be  paid  to  the  Scuth-Sea 
old  annuitants  at  Michaelmas  next,  would,  I 
believe,  be  fubfcribed  into  this  new  fund  ;  fo 
that  foon  after  Michaelmas  next,  the  publick 
would  have  a  fund  of  three  millions  in  ready 
money,  to  pay  off  a  part  of  thofe  annuities, 
whofe  proprietors  fhould  not  appear  willing  to 
accept  of  an  intereft  for  fourteen  years  certain j 
at  the  rate  of  3  per  Cent. 
^  Now,  Sir,  as  there  is  one  million  to  be  paid 
off  at  Michaelmas  next,  the  total  of  the  remain- 
ing annuities,  will  amount  to  about  23,600,000/. 
and  if  the  whole  three  millions^  raifed  by  mo- 
ney-fubfcriptlons,  together  with  a  million  from 
the  finking  fund,  were  to  be  applied  at  the 
Michaelmas  following,  towards  paying  off  the 
like  fum  of  old  and  iiew  3outh-Sea  annuities, 
which  for  calculation's  fake  I  fhall  fuppofe  to  be 
twenty-four  millions  full,  it  would  jimount  to 
3  61.  1 3 J.  4^.  per  Cent,  That  is  to  fay,  every 
proprietor  would  have  fo  much  per  Cent,  of  his 
ftock  annihilated,  fo  that  he  would  lofe  th^ 
whole  advanced  price  upon  that  16 L  13^.  4^- 

'  ftock 
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flock  fo  annihilated,  which  at  the  prefent  ad- 
vanced price  (being  13  per  Cent.)  would  be 
above  2/.  per  Cent,  entirely  loft-,  and  if  the 
prefent  advanced  price  of  ftocks  lliould  rife, 
every  proprietor's  lofs,  by  fuch  a  payment, 
would  rife  in  proportion.  To  avoid  this  im- 
mediate lofs,  we  may  fuppofe,  that  fome  of  the 
prefent  proprietors  of  South-Sea  annuities  would 
fabfcribe  their  refped:ive  fhares  in  thofe  annui- 
ties, and  would  be  willing  to  accept  of  the  3 
per  Cent,  for  fourteen  years  irredeemable  :  Sup- 
pofe  thefe  fubfcriptions  amounted  in  the  whole 
but  to  three  millions^  this  would  make  the  firft  lofs 
fall  ftill  heavier  upon  the  obftinate  ;  becaufe  the 
four  millions  in  money  would  then  come  to  be 
divided  upon  twenty-one  millions  capital,  inflead 
of  twenty-four  millions  capital,  which  would 
make  their  lofs,  by  the  payment  of  four  raillions 
at  once,  amount  to  very  near  2  ^  per  Cent, 
But  fuppofe  they  continued  obflinate,  let  us  en- 
quire what  they  would  gain  by  their  obilinacy. 
The  whole  capital  of  old  and  new  South-Sea  an- 
nuities remaining  at  4  per  Cent,  after  Michael- 
mas come  a  twelvemonth^  would  be  but  feventeen 
millions^  to  the  difcharge  of  which  we  muft  fup- 
pofe the  finking  fund  afterwards  wholly  and  re- 
gularly applied  j  in  which  cafe,  we  muft  fup- 
pofe, that  a  fum  of  at  leaft  1,300,000/.  would 
be  yearly  applied  to  the  difcharge  and  annihila- 
tion of  the  like  fum  of  that  capital :  Therefore 
fuppofe  the  advanced  price  of  thofe  annuities 
ihould  rife  no  higher  than  it  is  at  prefent,  it  will 
appear  by  calculation,  that  upon  the  very  firft 
payment,  which  would  be  at  Michaelmas  1739, 
every  one  of  the  proprietors  of  this  feventeen 
millions  would  have  above  7  /.  per  Cent,  of  this 
(lock  annihilated,  and  would  thereby  lofe  19/. 
10  d.^  •,  at  the  next  Michaelmas  following,  eve- 
ry fuch  proprietor  would  have  above  8  per  Cent, 
K  4  'of 
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of  his  ftock  annihilated,  and  would  confequent- 
ly  lofe  above  i  per  Cent,  and  this  lofs  will  in- 
creafe  yearly,  in  proportion  as  the  finking  fund 
increafes,  and  the  capital  to  which  it  is  to  be  ap- 
plied diminifhes,  if  the  advanced  price  fhould 
continue  as  higli  as  it  is  at  prefent ;  and  no  man 
can  reafonably  expedl  the  price  of  any  of  our 
ftocks  will  fall  lower  than  they  are  at  prefent,  as 
long  as  peace  continues,  and  the  finking  fund  is 
regularly  applied. 

'  From  thefe  calculations  it  mud  appear.  Sir, 
that,  if  books  were  opened  for  taking  in  fub- 
fcriptions  either  in  annuities  or  money,  with  a 
right  of  preference  to  the  former,  a  fubfcriptioii 
of  two  millions  in  money,  and  three  millions  in 
annuities,  any  time  before  next  Michaelmas^ 
with  the  money-fubfcriptions  that  might  then 
be  expefted  from  the  million  to  be  paid  off, 
would  make  it  the  Immediate  intereft  of  all  the 
reft  of  the  annuitants  to  come  in  and  fubfcribe 
their  refpedlive  annuities  at  an  intereft  of  3  fer 
Cent,  for  fourteen  years  irredeemable,  rather  than 
continue  them  at  4  -per  Cent,  fubjedl  to  the 
trouble  and  lofs  of  having  a  part  of  their  capital 
every  year  annihilated,  by  means  of  payments 
from  the  finking  fund.  That  three  millions  of 
annuities  would  be  immediately  fubfcribed,  I 
make  no  queftion  ;  becaufe  even  fuppofe  things 
ftand  upon  their  prefent  footing,  every  annui- 
tant muft  lofe  above  a  half  per  Cent,  by  the 
yearly  payments  to  be  made  •,  and  I  am  fure  the 
trouble  of  replacing  their  partial  payments  is  by 
many  thought  worth  the  other  half  per  Cent,  at 
leaft.  Then  as  to  the  two  millions  In  money,  I 
am  confident,  that  is  the  leaft  fum  that  would 
be  fubfcribed,  if  there  fhould  be  occafion  for  it  1 
for  I  am  fure  the  3  per  Cent,  funds  could  not 
bear  fo  high  a  premium,  if  there  were  not  a 
great  deal  of  money  in  the  nation  ready  to  be 
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lent  at  that  intereft  •,  but  I  am  in  fome  doubt, 
whether  or  no  there  would  be  occafion  for  ac- 
cepting of  any  money -fubfcriptions  at  all :  Be- 
caufe  every  man  may,  from  the  general  clr- 
cumftances  of  our  affairs,  £nd  reafon  to  believe, 
and  I  have  particular  reafons  to  believe,  that  a 
great  number  of  our  annuitants  are  uneafy  in 
their  prefent  fituation,  and  would  be  glad  to 
accept  of  3  per  Cent,  if  they  were  affured  of 
not  being  obliged  to  receive  any  paymxcnt  for 
fourteen  years  to  come  ;  and  if  one  third  of 
them,  or  any  number  above  one  thirds  fhould 
readily  come  in,  it  would  make  it  the  immediate 
intereft  of  all  the  reft  to  come  in  and  fubfcribe ; 
becaufe  they  would  lofe  above  1  per  Cent,  year- 
ly by  the  future  payments  to  be  made  from  the 
fmking  fund  ;  befides  the  trouble  they  will  be 
annually  put  to,  in  receiving  and  replacing  the 
partial  payments  which  would  be  made  them 
from  that  fund  only ;  and  befides  the  danger 
they  would  be  in,  of  having  the  whole  foon 
paid  them  by  a  large  money-fubfcription. 
*  From  what  I  have  faid.  Sir,  and  the  eafy  and 
obvious  calculations  I  have  made,  it  is  evident, 
that  we  may  in  all  probability  before  Michaelmas 
next,  or  very  foon  after,  reduce  the  intereft  up- 
on all  the  South-Sea  annuities,  both  new  and 
old,  from  4  to  3  fer  Cent,  intereft,  without  any 
danger  to  publick  credit,  or  breach  of  publick 
faith,  which  would  make  the  finking  fund  a- 
mount  from  thenceforth  to  above  1,400,000/. 
per  Annum.,  to  be  applied  only  towards  redeem- 
ing the  capital  of  our  feveral  trading  companies. 
This  would  bring  every  one  of  them  fo  much 
within  our  power,  that  I  am  convinced  we  could 
then  get  every  one  of  them  to  accept  of  3  per 
Cent,  intereft  upon  any  reafonable  terms  we  had 
a  mind  to  propofe,  which  would  be  a  new 
addition  to  the  fmking  fund,  of  above  170,000/. 
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a  year :  From  which  time  the  finking  fund 
would  amount  to  about  1,600,000/.  per  An~ 
mifn^  and  then  we  might  venture  to  annihilate 
above  one  half  of  it,  by  freeing  the  people  from 
the  taxes  upon  coals^  candles^  fo^-pt  leather^  and 
fuch  other  taxes  as  now  lie  heavy  upon  our  poor 
labourers  and  manufadurers,  and  thereby  in- 
hance  their  wages  in  every  part  of  the  king- 
dom, but  efpecially  in  the  city  of  Lcfidon ;  by 
which  the  prime  coft  of  all  our  manufactures  is 
fo  much  inhanced,  that  it  is  impoffible  for  our 
merchants  to  fell  them  in  foreign  markets  fo 
cheap,  as  manufadlures  of  the  fame  kind  and 
goodnefs  are  fold  by  the  merchants,  even  of 
thofe  countries,  where  the  intereft  of  money  is 
as  high  as  it  is  in  this. 

'  The  remaining  part  of  the  finking  fund 
might  then.  Sir,  be  applied  towards  paying  off 
thofe  annuities  and  publick  debts  which  now 
bear  an  intereft  of  3  per  Cent,  only,  and  after 
that,  towards  diminifhing  the  capitals  of  our  fe- 
veral  trading  companies,  till  the  expiration  of 
the  term  of  fourteen  years  to  be  granted  to  the 
annuitants  s  at  which  time  the  linking  fund 
would  again  amount  to  above  a  million  yearly, 
which  would  be  fufficient  for  paying  them  off, 
and  freeing  the  nation  entirely  from  all  its  pub- 
lick  debts,  in  a  fhort  time  ^  for  if  the  people 
ihould  be  immediately  relieved  from  taxes  to  the 
nett  amount  of  800,000/.  or  a  million  per  An- 
num^ it  would  have,  I  am  convinced,  fuch  a 
happy  influence  upon  all  the  branches  of  our 
trade  and  manufactures,  efpecially  if  it  fhould 
be  attended  with  the  redudion  of  the  natural 
intereft  of  money  between  man  and  man,  which 
it  neceffarily  would,  that  the  nett  produce  of 
every  one  of  our  remaining  taxes  would  increafe, 
in  proportion  to  the  increafe  of  our  trade ; 
whereas  if  our  people  continue  fubjedt  to  all 

^  their 
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their  prefent  taxes,  and  the  prefent  high  rate  of 
intereft  continues,  it  is,  I  think,  evident,  to  a 
demon fti-ation,  that  our  trade  and  manufadtures 
mull:  yearly  decreafe,  and  confequently  the  num- 
ber of  our  people  will  be  diminifhed  yearly,  and 
the  rents  of  all  our  land  eftates  will  fink  gradu- 
ally, from  wlience  muft  neceflarily  enfue  a  gra- 
dual decreafe  in  the  produce  of  every  one  of  our 
prefent  taxes  -,  and  when  the  people  in  general 
come  to  feel  thefe  melancholy  effeds,  I  am 
afraid,  all  regard  for  publick  credit  and  national 
faith  will  then  be  fwallowed  up  in  the  ruins  of 
the  publick,  and  falus  populi  eft  fufrema  lex  will 
become  the  general  and  the  only  cry. 
'  I  am  very  fenfible.  Sir,  that  the  redudion 
of  intereft  upon  all  publick  fecurities,  from  4  to 
3  'per  Cent,  will  fall  heavy  upon,  and  will  be 
grievoufly  felt  by  thofe  who  have  but  fmall  ca- 
pitals, and  who  have  nothing  elfe  to  truft  to 
for  a  fubfiftence,  but  that  annuity  or  intereft 
they  have  from  our  publick  funds.  I  have  as 
great  a  compaflion  for  all  fuch  perfons  as  any 
gentleman  of  this  houfe  can,  or  ought  to  have  % 
for  there  can  hardly  be  any  publick  mifchief  but 
what  muft  contribute  to  the  advantage,  perhaps 
to  the  fubfiftence  of  fome  private  men,  nor 
can  there  be  any  meafure  taken  for  the  publick 
benefit  but  what  may  be  attended  with  a  lofs  to 
fome  private  men.  But  when  we  are  confider- 
ing  what  may  tend  to  the  good  of  the  nation 
in  general,  we  muft  lay  afide  all  compaftion  for 
particular  perfons,  fo  far  as  it  happens  to  be  in^ 
coniiftent  with  the  publick  good.  The  only 
regard  we  ought  in  fuch  cafes  to  have,  is,  not 
to  do  a  real  injury  to  any  private  perfon ;  and 
furely  it  cannot  be  faid  to  be  doing  an  injury 
to  any  of  the  publick  creditors,  to  borrow  mo- 
ney at  3  per  Cent,  in  order  to  pay  what  is  due 
to   thofe    who  are   not  willing  to  accept  of  a 

*  lefs 
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*  lefs  intereft  than  4 ;  nor  can  it  be  fald  to  be  do- 
'  ing  an  injury  to  any  fet  of  publick  creditors,  to 
'  pay  thofe  ofF  firft,  who  are  not  willing  to  accept 
'  of  fuch  a  low  intereft  as  the  reft  are  willing  to 
'  accept  of. 

*  Compaftion,    therefore.    Sir,    can  be  of   no 
'  weight  in  the  prefent  queftion  ,  but  if  it  could, 

*  it  niuft  fall  with  its  greateft  weight  upon  that 

*  fide  where  the  fufferers  are  the  moft  numerous, 

*  and  the  fufferings  the  moft  grievous  :    By  con- 

*  tinning  the  prefent  taxes  and  high  rate  of  in- 

*  tereft,  every  merchant,  every  tradefman,  every 
'  labourer,  in  fhort,  every  perfon  in  the  kingdom, 
*^  will  fuiFer  feverely ;  and  by  the  decay  of  our 

*  trade  many  will,  in  every  fucceeding  year,  be 
^  utterly  undone  ;  whereas,  by  the  redudtion  of 

*  intereft  from  4  to  3  per  Cent,  no  merchant,  no 

*  tradefman,  no  labourer,  as  fuch,  will  fuifer,  no 

*  man  will  be  utterly  undone :  The  only  great 
"  fufterers  will  be  thofe  who  can  very  well  bear  it, 

*  I  mean  our  overgrown,  rich  ftockholders,  moft 
'  of  whom  do  not  near  fpend  their  yearly  income 

*  from  the  funds ;  and  even  as  to  thofe  who  have 
'  but  fmall  capitals,  and  have  nothing  elfe  to  truft 
'  to  for  a  fubfiftence,  no  one  of  them  can  be  ut- 

*  terly  undone  ;  for  many  of  them  will,  without 

*  doubt,   take  their  money  and  turn  it  into  fome 

*  trade  or  bufinefs,  which  will  be  an  advantage  to 
'  the  nation  in  general  ;  and  thofe  who  are  grown 
"•  too  old  for  entering  into  any  trade  or  bufinefs, 

*  can  be  expofed  to  no  other  fuftering,  except  that 

*  of  being  obliged  to  contrad  their  yearly  ex- 
'  pence,  which  they  may  the  more  eafily  do,  be- 
'  caufe  upon  abolifiiing  fome  of  our  moft  heavy 

*  taxes,  all  the  neceflaries,  as  well  as  all  the  con- 
'  veniences  of  life,  muft  necefiarily  become  a  great 
"'  deal  cheaper  than  they  arc  at  prefent.  From 
^  whence  I  muft  conclude,  that  by  the  redudion 
'  0^  intereft,  a  few  thoufands  will  fuffer,  or  think 

'  they 
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*■  they  fuffer,  by  their  not  being  able  to  heap  up 

*  riches  fo  faft,  or  to  live  fo  luxurioufly  or  conve- 
'  niently,  as  they  might  otherwife  have  done  ; 
'  but  by  continuing  our  taxes,  and  the  prefent 
'  high  rate  of  intereft)  millions  will  fufFer,  and 
'  hundreds  of  thcufands^  will  at  laft  be  utterly  un^ 
'  done-,  and  from  this,  which  is  certainly  the 
'  true  ftate  of  the  cafe,  I  leave  to  every  gentleman 
'  that  hears  me,  to  confider,  upon  which  fide  of 
'  the  queftion,  our  compalTion,  even  with  refpedt 
'  to  private  men,  ought  to  fall  with  its  greateft 
'  weight. 

'  But,  Sir,  that  every  fort  of  diftrefs  may  be 
'  prevented  as  much  as  pofTible,  and  at  the  fame 
'  time,  that  the  publick  may  be  enabled  to  take 
'  every  poflible  method  to  raife  money  for  redu- 
'  cing  the  intereft  of  the  publick  funds,  or  pay- 

*  ing  off  thofe  who  will  not  accept  of  a  lefs  in- 

*  tereft  than  they  have  at  prefent,  I  think  books 

*  of  fubfcription  fhould  likewife  be  opened  for  the 
'  fale  of  annuities  for  terms  of  years  to  all  forts  of 
'  perfons,  or  for  life  to  fuch  perfons  as  are  not  fo- 
'  reigners,  nor  under  the  age  of  four  or  five  and 
'  forty,  at  fuch  rates  as  this  houfe  fhall  deem  rea- 
'  fonable,  fuppofing  the  rate  of  intereft  not  to  be 
'  dhowt '^  per  Ceiit,  As  the  circumftances,  humours, 
'  and  inclinations  of  mankind  are  various  and  very 

*  different,  there  may  be  fome  perfons  who  would 

*  chufe  to  purchafe  fuch  annuities,    rather    than 

*  to  lend  their  money  at  3  per  Cent,  therefore 
'  the  publick  would  certainly  reap  fome  benefit 
'  from  this  alternative  ;  and  a  great  many  of  thofe 

*  annuitants  who  have  but  fmall  capitals,  and  are 
'  too  far  advanced  in  years,  for  engaging  in  any 
'  fort  of  trade  or   bufinefs,    would  have  an  op- 

*  portunity  of  increafing,  inflead  of  diminifliing 
'  their  prefent  yearly  income. 

'  I  have  now.  Sir,  explained,   as  fully  as  I  am 

'  able,  the  fcheme  I  have  thought  of  for  an  im- 

3  '  mediate 
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mediate  redu(5lion  of  intereft  upon  all  the  South- 
Sea  annuities,  and  I  have  given  you  my  reafons 
for  thinking  it  pradlicable  ;  but  fuppofe  I  fhould 
be  difappointed ;    fuppofe   that,    upon  opening 
fuch  books  of  fubfcription  as  I  have  mentioned, 
no  man  fhould  come  in  to  fubfcribe  either  flock 
or  money  at  an  intereft  of  3   per  Cent,  what 
harm  can  enfue  either  to  the  pubiick,  or  to  any 
private  man  ?   The  annuitants  will  remain  upon 
the  fame  footing  they  were  on  before  this  pro- 
pofition  was  mentioned,  or  the  fcheme  attempt- 
ed :    They  will  continue  to  enjoy  their  4  per 
Cent,  intereft  till  the  Parliament  can  pay  them 
off-,  and  if  it  be  an  advantage  not  to  be  foon 
paid  off,  the  price  of  their  annuities  will  rather 
rife  than  fall,  upon  its  being  made  apparent  to 
the  world,  by  an  experiment,   that  the  Parlia- 
ment has  no  way  of  paying  them  off  but  by 
the    regular   application   of   the  finking  fund. 
Then  as  to  the  pubiick,  I  cannot  fo  much  as 
fuggeft  to  myfelf  any  prejudice  that  can  enfue 
from  the  total   mifgiving  of  this  fcheme ;   for 
furely  no  man  can  have  the  worfe  opinion  of  our 
management,  on  account  of  our  endeavouring 
to  borrow  money  at  3  per  Cent,  in  order  to  pay 
off  thofe  debts  for  which  we  pay  4  •,    but  on 
the  contrary,   if  we  fhould  make  no  fuch  at- 
tempt,  when  there  is  fuch  a  probability  of  our 
meeting  at  Jeaft  with  fome  fuccefs,  it  will,  in 
my  opinion,  make  the  whole  world  conceive  a 
bad  opinion  of  our  condud,  which  can  no  way 
add  to  our  credit ;  and  it  will  make  the  whole 
nation  believe,   that  the  intereft  of  the  pubiick 
creditors  in  particular  has  got,  by  fome  unjufti- 
iiable  means,  a  greater  influence  in  this  houfe, 
than  the  intereft  of  the  nation  in  general:    If 
fuch  an  opinion  fhould  prevail,  the  confequences 
might  be  fatal  to  the  principal  as  well  as  the  in- 
tereft of  our  pubiick  debts  -,   for  from  fuch  an 
3  '  opinion 
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opinion  the  people  would  naturally  conclude, 
that  they  muil:  for  ever  be  loaded  with  heavy 
taxes,  in  order  that  the  publick  creditors  might 
enjoy  a  high  intereft,  and  that  either  the  nation 
or  the  publick  creditors  muft  be  utterly  undone. 
In  fuch  a  dilemma  it  is  eafy  to  fee  which  fide 
the  people  would  chufe  ;  and  an  enraged  people 
have  feldom  any  great  regard  either  to  publick 
credit  or  publick  faith. 

'  This  is  a  confequence,  Sir,  which  I  dread  to 
mention,  which  I  dread  to  think  of ;  but  it  is  a 
confequence  which,  in  my  opinion,  is  unavoida- 
ble, unlefs  fome  meafures  be  fpeedily  taken  for 
reducing  the  intereft,  and  for  eafing  the  people 
of  fome  of  thofe  heavy  taxes  of  which  they 
have  fo  long  in  vain  complained.  There  are 
many  of  the  publick  creditors,  I  know,  who 
feem  highly  difpleafed  with  me,  for  making  any 
fort  of  proportion  towards  reducing  the  intereft 
payable  upon  any  of  the  publick  funds ;  but  I 
can  with  the  utmoft  fincerity  declare,  that  my 
turning  my  thoughts  this  way,  proceeded  from 
a  regard  for  them,  as  well  as  from  a  regard  for 
my  country  -,  and  if  the  fcheme  I  have  now 
propofed,  or  fome  fuch  a  one,  be  not  fpeedily 
put  in  execution,  I  am  fully  convinced  they  will 
in  a  few  years  have  reafon  to  wifti  my  fcheme 
had  met  with  fuccefs,  and  will  then  acknow- 
ledge their  being  obliged  to  me  for  having  en- 
deavoured to  prevent  their  impending  ruin.  At 
prefent  I  am  very  eafy  about  what  fome  of  them 
may  fay  or  think  •,  for  I  fhall  always  dired  my 
condud  in  this  houfe  by  that  which,  in  my  own 
confcience,  I  think  juft  and  right,  without  any 
regard  to  the  falfe  glofles  which  fome  people, 
from  felfifh  motives,  or  miftaken  notions,  may 
put  upon  it.  Truth  will  always  at  laft  appear 
m  Its  full  fplendor  ;  and  as  I  am  convinced  what 
I  have  now  explained  to  you,  will  contribute  to- 

'  wards 
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'  towards  the  good  of  the  publick,  and  confe- 
'  quently  towards  the  true  intereft  of  the  creditors 
'  of  the  publick,  at  leaft  of  fuch  of  them  as  are 
'  natives  of  Great  Britain^    and  for  that  reafoii 

*  muft  have  an  intereil  in,  and  may,  I  hope,  be. 
'  fuppofed  to  have  a  regard  for,  every  thing  that 

*  can  contribute  to  the  happinefs  of  Great  Bri- 
'  tain  ',  therefore  I  fhall  conclude  with  making 
'  you  this  motion,  That^  &c.  (fee  p.  116.) 

To  this  It  was  anfwered  in  fubilance  as  fol- 
lows, viz. 

Anfwer.  «  Sir,   I  am  extreamly  forry  to  find  myfelf  un- 

'  der  a  necefHty  of  oppoling  the  fcheme  now  laid 

*  before  you.  I  am  perfuaded  the  honourable 
'  gentleman  would  neither  have  thought  of  it, 

*  nor  propofed  it,  if  he  had  not  imagined  it  would 

*  contribute  both  to  the  good  of  the  publick,  and 

*  the  good  of  the  creditors  ^  but  as  I  think  it  will 
^  tend  to  the  prejudice  of  both,  I  am  therefore, 

*  for  the  fame  reafons,  obliged  to  oppofe  it.     I 
.  '  wifh  with  all  my  heart  we  were  in  a  condition 

*  to  pay  off,  honourably  and  fairly,  all  the  debts 
'  due  by  the  publick,  and  to  give  the  people  an 

*  immediate  relief  from  all  thofe  taxes  which  are 
'  appropriated  to  the  payment  of  principal  and  in- 

*  tereft  •,  but  as  it  is  impofTible  to  do  this  at  once, 

*  as  there  is  no  way  of  paying  off  our  debts,  or 
*■  abolifhing  our  taxes,  but  by  degrees,  by  means 
'  of  the  finking  fund  ;  and  as  this  is  a  certain 
'  way  of  paying  off,    in   a   few  years,    all   our 

*  debts,  and  freeing  the  people  from  almofl:  all 
'  thofe  taxes,  which  have  been  made  perpetual  by 
'  Parliament,  I  fhall  always  be  fearful  of  coming 
'  into  any  fcheme  which  may  difl:urb,  and  per- 
'  haps  entirely  difappoint  that  certain  and  regular 

*  method  we  are  now  in,  whatever  plaufible  ap- 

*  pearances  it  may  have  at  firil  view. 

*  To 
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'  To  reduce  the  intereft  payable  upon  all,  or 

*  any  part  of  our  publick  debts,  and  thereby  to 
'  add  to  the  yearly  produce  of  the  finking  fund, 
'  or  to  enable  us  to  annihilate  a  part  of  it,  by 
«  abolifhing  fome  of  our  moft  heavy  taxes,  is  a 
'  projed.  Sir,  which  at  firft  view  feems  mighty 

*  alluring.  In  private. life,  a  gentleman  who  had 
'  a  large  mortgage  upon  his  eftate,  would  think 

*  himfelf  highly  obliged  to  a  man  who  fhould 
'  offer  to  put  him  in  a  way  of  reducing  the  in- 
'  tereft  payable  upon  that  mortgage,  in  order  to 
'  enable  him  to  live  better  than  he  did  before,  or 
'  to  pay  off  the  mortgage,  and  clear  his  eftate 
'  fooner   than    he    could   otherwife    do  -,    but  if 

*  upon    examining   this   projed,    he  fhould  find 

*  reafon  to  believe,  he  might  be  difappointed  as  to 
'  the  raifing  of  a  fufficient  fum  at  a  lefs  intereft, 

*  and  that  the  attempt  would  certainly  exafperate 
'  all  his  old  creditors,  and  excite  every  one  of 
^  them  to  file  bills  of  foreclofure  againft  him,  by 
'  which  his  eftate  might  be  brought  to  immediate 
'  fale  at  a  bad  market,  and  he  and  his  family 
'  brought  to  utter  perdition  ;  he  might,  perhaps, 

*  thank  his  friend  for  his  kind  offer,  but  furely 
'  he  v/ould  be  a  madman,  if  he  fhould  embrace 
'  it,  or  openly  attempt  to  carry  the  projecfl  into 
'  execution.  This  I  take  to  be  our  cafe  at  pre- 
'  fent ;  but  before  I  endeavour  to  ftiew  the  pro- 
'  bability,  or  the  danger  of  our  being  difap- 
'  pointed,    I  lliali  beg   leave   to  confider  a  little 

*  what  the  honourable  gejitlernan  has  faid  about 
'  the  intereft  of  money,  and  the  influence  it  has 
^  upon  our  trade,  manufad:ures,  and  navigation, 
'  and  upon  the  improvement  of  our  land  eftates. 

'  I  fhall  agree  v^ith  him.  Sir,  that  in  a  coun- 
'  try  where  the  intereft  of  money  is  at  too  high  a 
'  rate,  there  can  be  little  or  no  trade,  or  im- 
'  provement  of  land  ;  becaufe  it  is  a  certain  fign, 
'  there  is  little  or  no  money  in  that  country,  and 
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without  money  no  fort  of  trade  can  be  carried 
on,  nor  any  land  improvements  made :  But,  I 
hope,  it  will  like  wife  be  granted,  that  the  in- 
tereft  of  money  may  be  too  low  as  well  as  too 
high ;  for  thofe  who  have  more  money  than 
they  can  employ  in  any  trade  or  bufinefs,  ought 
to  be  allowed  to  make  fome  profit  by  lending 
it,  in  order  to  tempt  them  not  to  hoard,  or  to 
hide  their  talents- in  the  earth,  but  to  lend  them 
to  thofe  who  can  employ  them  to  advantage  in 
fome  fort  of  trade  or  bufinefs;  and  the  hopes 
of  getting  a  moderate  interefl:  or  profit  for  mo- 
ney, will  always  be  a  great  incitement  to  men 
of  all  ranks  and  conditions,  to  get  and  to  fave 
as  much  as  they  can.  What  do  men  engage  in 
trade  for  ?  what  do  they  toil  and  fatigue,  and 
fave  for,  during  the  greateft  part  of  their  lives, 
but  to  provide  a  comfortable  and  eafy  fubfiftence 
and  relief  for  the  infirmities  of  old  age  ?  And 
after  they  have  done  fo,  what  do  they  continue 
their  toil  and  their  faving  for,  but  to  fatisfy 
their  ambition  by  eflablilhing  and  enriching  their 
families  ?  If  they  could  make  little  or  no  ufe  of 
their  money  after  they  have  got  it  and  faved  it, 
no  man  would  toil,  no  man  would  carry  on  any 
trade  or  manufad:ure  farther  than  was  abfolutely 
neceflary  for  his  daily  and  immediate  fubfifi:ence. 
Therefore  to  encourage  m.en  to  engage  in  trade, 
or  to  lend  their  money  to  thofe  that  will,  to  en- 
courage men  to  get  and  to  fave  money,  it  is 
abfolutely  neceflary  to  leave  them  in  a  condition 
of  receiving  fomiC  profit  or  benefit  from  their 
money  after  they  have  got  it  and  faved  it  ; 
and  this  profit  mufl  be  great  or  fmall,  according 
to  the  circumfi:arices  of  the  country  where  they 
are,  and  according  to  the  humour  and  inclina- 

'  tions  of  the  people,  among  vvhom  that  profit 

^  is  to  be  fettled  or  regulated 

*  A 
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'  A  very  low  rate  of  intereft  for  money.  Sir, 

*  Is  To  far  from  being  the  origin  or  firft  caufe  of  a 

*  fiourifhing  trade,  that  a  flourifhing  trade  is  al- 
'  ways  the  caufe  of  a  low  rate  of  intereft ;  and 
'  m  every  country,  their  trade  muft  have  flou- 

*  rifhed  for  fome  confiderable  time  before  the  rate 

*  of  intereft  in  that  country  can  be  brought  very 
'  low.  The  firft  origin  of  trade  in  every  coun- 
'  try  is  owing  to  a  well-regulated  conftltution, 
'  and  a  prudent  adminiftration  of  publick  affairs, 
'  which  advantages  may  be  very  much  improved 

*  by  concurring  accidents.     In  this  country,  be- 

*  fore  the  reign  of  Henry  VII.  though  our  confti- 

*  tution  had  a  face  of  liberty,  yet  that  hberty 
^  was  almoft  entirely  confined  to  che  noble  and 
^  great  families,  under  whom  moft  of  the  com- 
'  mons  lived  in  a  fort  of  bondage  or  dependance  ; 
'  fo  that  our  conftltution,  though  free,  was  not 
'  very  well  adapted  to  the  encouragement  of 
'  trade  *,  and  the  continual  wars  we  were  en- 
^  gaged  in  from  the  Conqueft  till  that  time,  made 

*  the  fpirit  of  the  nation  run  more  upon  the  arts 
^  of  war  than  of  peace  ;  but  that  wife  king  ha- 
'  ving  very  much  broke  the  power  and  the  influ- 

*  ence  of  our  noble  families,  and  eftabliftied  the 
'  rights  and  privileges  of  the  commons,  our 
'  trade  began  even  in  his  reign  to  rear  its  head ; 
'  and  the  wife  and  long  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth 
'  eftabliftied  what  her  father  and  grandfather  had 

*  begun ;  for  in  her  reign,  which  upon  this  oc~ 
'  cafion  ought  to  be  particularly  remarked,  our 
'  trade  flouriftied  more,  and  increafed  fafter,  than 
'  it  ever  did  In  any  the  like  period  before  or  fmce, 
'  though  the  intereft  of  money  was  then  at  10 
'  per  Cent,  at  which  rate  it  continued  till  the  2 1  ft 
'  of  James  I.  when  it  was  brought  down  to  8  j 
'  and  at  that  rate  it  condnued  till  after  the  Reftora- 

*  tlon,  v/hen  it  was  reduced  to  6  per  Cent,  from 
'  whence  'tis  plain  the  eftabllfnment  and  profperlty 
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of  trade  do  not  proceed  from  a  low  rate  of  in- 
tereft,  but  that  a  low  rate  of  interefi:  proceeds 
from  the  eftablifhment  and  profperity  of  trade  ; 
and  the  common  rate  of  intereft  having  ever 
fince  been  upon  the  decline,  is  to  me  a  convin- 
cing proof,  that  our  trade  has  been  ever  fmce 
that  time  in  a  flourifning  condition,  and  increaf- 
ing  daily  rather  than  decreafing. 
'  For  this  reafon.  Sir,  I  muft  think  it  a  little 
odd  to  hear  fome  gentlemen  pretend,  our  trade 
is  now,  and  has  been  for  fome  years,  in  a  de- 
clining fi-ate,  and  yet  at  the  fame  time  infift, 
that  within  thefe  ten  years  the  interefi  of  money 
has  funk  from  4  to  3  per  Cent,  for  I  muft  ob- 
ferve,  that  this  pretended  fall  of  intereft  is 
greater  in  proportion  than  what  happened  in 
that  long,  and  for  the  moft  part  happy  period 
of  time,  from  the  37th  of  Henry  VIII.  to  the 
2ift  of  James  I.  the  former  being  one  fourth^ 
whereas  the  latter  was  but  one  fifth.  Surely  if 
our  trade  had  been  upon  the  decline,  our  natio- 
nal ftock  of  ready  money  would  have  diminifh- 
ed  in  proportion  ;  and  if  our  ftock  of  ready 
money  had  been  diminiftied,  the  certain  confe- 
quence  would  have  been,  an  increafe  of  the  na- 
tural intereft  of  money.  Therefore,  either  our 
trade  is  in  a  flouriiliing  condition,  or  the  natural 
intereft  of  money  muft  be  higher  than  it  was 
ten  years  ago.  If  our  trade  be  in  a  flouriftiing 
condition,  it  would  be  dangerous,  and  confe- 
quently  im.prudent,  to  take  any  new  meafure  for 
rendering  it  more  fiourifning,  left  that  new  mea- 
fure fnould  have  a  contrary  effedt ;  and  if  the 
natural  intereft  of  money  be  higher  than  it  was 
ten  years-  ago,  it  will  be  impoftible  for  us  to  re- 
duce the  intereft  payable  upon  any  of  the  pub- 
lick  funds,  v/ithout  fraud  or  compulfion  \  nei- 
ther of  which  we  can  make  ufe  of,  without  a 

'  breach 
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'  breach  of   national   honour   and   parliamentary 

'  faith. 

'  But  I  am  convinced,  Sir,  our  trade  is  ftill  in  a 
'  flourifhing  condition,  and  I  am  of  opinion  a  fur- 

*  ther  redudion  of  intereft,  unlefs  the  circum- 
'  (lances  of  the  nation  fhould  very  much  alter, 
^  will  tend  towards    a  thorough  change,    rather 

*  than  improvement  of  that  condition.  The  pre- 
'  fent  rate  of  intereft  is  fo  low,  it  can  no  way  in- 

*  jure  our  trade ;  for  in  this  country,  as  well  as 
'  every  other,  moft  men  will  chearfully  engage 
'  in,  and  carry  on  any  branch  of  trade,  if  they 
'  can  make  but  i  or  2  per  Cent,  nett  profit  of 
'  their  money  in  that  trade,  more  than  they  can 
'  make  by  lending  their  money  out  at  intereft. 
'  We  are  not  to  prefume,  people  put  a  higher  va- 
'  lue  upon  their  labour  and  their  trouble  in  this 
'  country,  than  they  do  in  Holland^  becaufe  the 
'  rate  of  intereft  is  higher  here  than  there  -,    if 

*  there  is  any  difference,  it  muft  proceed  from  the 
'  different  nature  of  the  people,  and  not  from  the 
'  difference  of  intereft  ;    and  as  the  difference  of 

*  intereft  is  not  above  i  per  Cent,  it  can  give 
'  them  no  advantage  in  trade,  at  leaft  not  fuch  an 

*  advantage  as  can  be  equal  to  the  many  advan- 
'  tages  we  have  in  other  refpe(5ls  over  them. 

*  1  am  therefore  of  opinion,  S'lr^  that  our 
'  prefent  rate  of  intereft  can  no  way  injure  our 
'  trade ;   but,  on  the  contrary,  that  it  is  no  more 

*  than  what  feems  neceffary  in  this  kingdom,  for 
'  prompting  our  people  to  engage  in  trade,  and 
'  to  be  induftrious  •,  becaufe  by  fo  doing  they  may 
'  probably  get  fuch  a  fum  of  money  as  may,  by 

*  being  laid  out  at  intereft,  afford  them  a  com- 
'  fortable  fubfiftence,  when  they  are  old  and  paft 
'  their  labour  •,  which  is  what  very  few  could  ex- 
'  pedt,  if  the  intereft  of  money  were  much  lower 
'  than  it  is  at  prefent  ;  and  if  a  man  ftiould  m 
^  his  youth  defpair  of  ever  being  able  to  provide 
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a  comfortable  fiibfiftence  for  old  age,  he  would 
never  think  of  faving,  he  would  think  only 
of  getting  as  much  as  was  necefiary  for  his  daily 
fubfiftence,  and  would  never  engage  either  in 
labour  or  trade  further  than  he  found  abfolutely 
necefiary  for  that  purpofe,  according  to  the  fru- 
gal or  extravagant  manner  he  chofe  to  live  in, 

'  To  this  I  muft  add  another  confideration,  for 
fhewing  that  the  intereft  of  money  may  be 
too  low,  and  that  is,  the  great  encouragement 
which  is  thereby  given  to  luxury  and  extra- 
vagance j  for  as  too  high  an  intereft  encourages 
the  luxury  and  extravagance  of  the  lender,  too 
low  an  intereft  will  always  encourage  the  luxury 
and  extravagance  of  thofe  who  have  either 
credit  or  pledge  upon  which  they  can  borrov/. 
Therefore,  I  muft  think  it  is  not  a  very  low  in- 
tereft, but  a  moderate  intereft,  that  b  the  pa- 
rent  both  of  induftry  and  frugality  j  and  what 
ought  to  be  called  a  moderate  intereft  in  any 
country,  muft  depend  upon  the  circumftances, 
the  humours,  and  the  inclinations  of  the  peo- 
ple. 

'  From  thefe  confiderations  I  am  of  opinion ^ 
that  the  lowering  of  intereft  would  be  hurtful 
inftead  of  being  beneficial  to  our  trade  ;  and  I 
may,  I  think,  declare  my  opinion  the  more 
boldly,  becaufe,  I  find,  the  famous  Mr.  Locke 
was  of  the  fame  opinion,  and  was  therefore 
againft  the  lowering  of  intereft  in  his  time,  the' 
it  was  then  at  6  per  Cent.  For  a  projedt  having 
been  oft^ered  in  the  year  1691  for  reducing  the 
national  intereft,  in  order  to  enable  the  govern- 
ment to  borrow  money  at  an  eafier  rate  for  the 
expences  of  the  war,  that  great  man  wrote  a 
pamphlet  againft  it,  which  is  ftill  extant,  and  re- 
printed v/ith  his  other  works.  But  as  the  lov/ 
rate  of  intereft  in  Holland  has  been  much  in- 
fifted  on,  and  rcprefented  as  a  great  advantage 
^  '  they 
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*  they  have  over  us  in  trade,  it  lays  me  under  a 
'  neceflity  of  confidering  the  difference  between 

*  what  inay  be  called  a  moderate  intereft  in  one 

*  country,  and  that  which  may  be  called  a  mode- 

*  rate  intereft  in  another ;  which,  as  I  have  faid, 

*  depends  not  only  on  the  circumftances,  but  the 
'  humours  and  inclinations  of  the  people. 

'  In  Holland  they  have  little  or  no  land,  their 
'  chief  fund  is  money  *,  and  as  their  rich  men  have 
'  little  or  no  other  riches  but  money,  there  can 
'  be  few  or  no  borrowers  among  them,  but  fuch 

*  as  have  a  mind  to  employ  it  in  trade ,  for  a  rich 

*  extravagant  man,  whofe  riches  confift  only  in 

*  money,    can   have   no  occafion  to  borrow  ;  as 

*  long  as  his  money  lafts,  he  makes  ufe  of  it  for 

*  fupplying  his  extravagance,  and  when  his  mo- 

*  ney  is  gone,  he  has  neither  pledge  nor  credit 
'  whereon  to  borrow ;  therefore  no  extravagant 
'  men  can  be  borrowers  in  Holland^   and  a  man 

*  who  borrows  money  to  be  employed  in  trade, 
'  neither  can,  nor  will,  give  a  high  intereft  for  it. 
'  On  the  other  hand,  in  this  country,  our  chief 
'  fund  is  land,  which  muft  always  be  the  occafion 

*  of  our  having  a  great  number  of  borrowers, 
'  who  borrow  money  only  for  fupplying  their 
'  own  extravagance,  or  for  atoning  for  the  extra- 
'  vagance  of  their  anceftors  j  for  every  landed 
'  man  who  is  extravagant,    or  who  fucceeds  to 

*  an  extravagant  anceftor,  is  long  a  borrower, 
'  and  perhaps  for  large  fumiS,  before  he  becomes  a 

*  feller.  From  hence  we  may  fee,  that  the  natu- 
'  ral  intereft  of  money  in  this  kingdom  muft  al- 

*  ways  exceed  that  in  Holland^  till  fuch  time  as 
'  the  total  value  of  our  money  eftates  exceeds  the 
'  total  value  of  our  land  eftates,  as  far  as  the 
'  former  exceeds  the  latter  in  Holland.  There- 
'  fore,  from  this  difference  in  our  circumftances, 
■  4  per  Cent,  may  be  a  very  moderate  rate  of  in- 
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tereft  in  this  kingdom,  and  yet  3  per  Cent,  may 
be  an  extravagant  rate  in  Holland. 
'  Then,  Sir,  as  to  the  humours  and  inclinations 
of  the  people,  it  muft  be  granted,  that  our  peo- 
ple neither  do,  nor  can  live  fo  penurioufiy,  as 
the    generality   of  the  people  of  Holland  do ; 
therefore   a  Dutcbfnan   may    live,    as  he    may 
think,  comfortably,   upon   3  per  Cent,  for  his 
money,  whereas  no  man  of  this  country  would 
propofe  to  live  upon  fuch  a  fum,  unlefs  he  could 
have  4  per  Cent,  for  it  at  leaf!:.      For  this  reafon 
an  intereft  of  3  per  Cent,   m  Holland  may  be 
fufficient  for  prompting  their  people  to  engage 
in  trade,  and  to  get  and  fave  as  much  as  they 
can  by  their  induftry,  in  order  to  provide  for 
old  age  and  infirmities  ;  and  yet  4  per  Cent,  may 
be  the  lead  that  is  neceffary  for  the  fame  pur- 
pofes,  with  refped  to  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try.    And  with  regard  to  thofe  who  are  apt  to 
borrow,  in  order  to  fupply  their  extravagances, 
I  have  already  fhewn  there  can  be  few  or  none  fuch 
in  Holland  \  therefore,  with  them  there  is  in  this 
'  Avay  no  danger  to  be   apprehended  from   the 
'  lownefs  of  their  intereft  \  but  in  this  country, 

•  we  have  in  this  way  a  great  deal  to  apprehend, 
^  if  we  fliould  ever  reduce  our  intereft  too  low. 
'  Thus  it  mufl  appear,  that  if  lowneis  of  in- 
'  terefl  be  an  advantage  in  trade,  it  is  a  natural 
'  advantage  the  Dutch  have  from  the  circumitan- 
'  ces  of  their  country,    and  from   the   nature  of 

•  their  people  •,  and  that  it  is  an  advantage  we 
'  cannot  take  from  them,  without  doing  ourfelves 

*  an  injury  of  a  worfe  confequence  in  another 
'  way  ;  but  for  this  very  reafon  we  have  many 
«  advantages  over  them,  and  fuch  as  greatly  over- 

*  balance  this  one  advantage  they  have  of  us. 
^  From  our  lands  we  have,  or  may  have,  provifi- 
^  ons  fufHcient  for  all  our  workmen,  and  almofl 
^  all  the  materials  neceffrtry  for  any  fort  of  manu- 

y  fadurej 
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'  fadure,  from  the  iirft  produdllon  of  nature  to 

'  the  urmoft  perfedlion  of  art  •,  whereas  they  have 

*  within  themfelves  neither  the  materials  for  any 

*  manufadure,    nor   provifions   for  any   of  their 

*  workmen,  fo  that  both  muft  come  dearer  to 
'  them,  by  at  leaft  the  freight,  and  other  charges 
'  of  tranfporting  them  from  one  country  to  ano- 
'  ther  :  And  from  the  nature  of  our  people,  we 

*  have  likewife  an  advantage  5  for  as  our  people 

*  live  better,  they  work  with  greater  fpirit,  and 

*  more  alacrity  than  their  people  can  do,  and, 
'  confequently,    muft   do  a  great  deal  of  more 

*  work  in  a  day's  time.     Let  us,  therefore,  think 

*  of  improving  thofe  advantages  nature  has  given 
'  us ;  for  if  we  negle(5l  them,  in  order  to  catch 

*  at  thofe  which  nature  has  given  to  others,  we 

*  fhall  lofe  the  bird  in  hand,   by  endeavouring  to 

*  catch  at  that  in  the  bufh. 

'  As  to  our  neighbours  the  French^  I  am  fur- 
'  prized  to  hear  it  faid  they  have  any  advantage 

*  over  us,  with  regard  to  the  intereft  of  money. 
'  The  legal  rate  of  interefl  in  that  country  is  as 
'  high  as  it  is  in  this  ;  and  the  natural  intereft  of 
'  money,  at  leaft  upon  their  publick  fecurities,  is, 
'  I  am  fure,  much  higher.      Nor  have  they  any 

*  natural  advantage  in  trade  over  us  worth  men- 
'  tioning,  except  that  of  the  frugal  and  penurious 

*  temper  of  their  people,  efpecially  their  labourers 

*  and  manufa(fturers  ;  for  the  freight  of  a  fhip 
'  from  any  port  in  England  to  Spaiti  or  Turkey^ 
'  is  very  near  as  cheap  as  from  any  port  of  France^ 

*  at  leaft  the  difference  can  have  no  influence  upon 
'  a  rich  cargo ;  and  if  it  could,  the  expence  of 
'  carrying  their  goods  to  their  port  for  export,  is 
'  generally  much  higher  in  France  than  in  Eng- 
'  land^  which  will  more  than  atone  for  any  difFe- 
'  rence  there  may  be  in  the  freight :  And  for 
'  the  fame  reaion  a  quantity  of  Spanijh  wool  may 
^  always  come  cheaper   to   the  manufac^turer   in 

'  Enzl^ind^ 
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^  England^  than  the  fame  quantity  can  come  to        \ 

*  the  manufad'urer  in  France.  But  then,  as  to 
'  the  advantages  we  have  over  them,    they    are 

*  innumerable,  and  the  fmgle  one  of  our  wool,  is 

*  fuch  a  one  as  we  may,  by  proper  care  and  di- 

*  ligence,  make  mfurmountabJe  •,  for  the  more 
'  careful  and  diligent  we  are  in  preventing  its  ex- 
^^  portation,  the  greater  the  rifk  of  exporting  it 
'  will  be,  and  the  greater  the  rifle,  the  higher  its 

*  price  will  be  in  France ;  fo  that  at  laft  we  may 
'  raife  its  price  fo  high,  as  to  make  it  impoffible 

*  for  their  manufadturers  to  v/ork  it  up  with  any 
^  advantage. 

'  Now,  Sir,    with  regard  to  our  taxes,    as  I 
'  have  faid  before,  I  wifn  we  could  immediately 

*  get  free  of  them,  but  they  muft  all  be  conti- 
'  nued,  or  our  debts  muft  remain  unpaid  ;    the 

*  more  of  them  we  abolifh,  before  all  our  debts 
'  are    paid,    the    longer  v/e   muft    remain  under 

*  thofe  that  are  not  aboliftied.  I  do  not  know 
'  but  fome  of  the  materials  for  mxanufacfture,  and 
^  fome  of  the  provifions  neceffary  for  life,  may, 

*  by  means  of  our  taxes,  be  rendered  dearer  than 
'  they  would  otherwife  be.     Flowever,  it  cannot 

*  be  laid,  that  either  the  Dutch  or  the  French  have  I 
'  in  this  the  advantage  of  us  ;    for  in  both  thefe 

*  countries   their  taxes  are  as   numerous  and  as 

*  heavy  as  they  are  in  this,  and  in  France.,    'tis 

*  certain,  the  method  of  colleding  is  much  more  \ 
'  grievous ;  therefore,  if  provifions,  wages,  or  labour, 

'  be  dearer  in  this  country  than  in  France  or  Hoi- 

*  land.,  it  muft  proceed  from  there  being  a  greater  ; 

*  plenty  of  money  in  this  country  than  in  either  1 
'  of  the  other  two  :  This,  I  believe,  is  really  the          | 

*  cafe,  with  refpedl  to  all  the  counties  near  Lon-  i 
'  don  ;  and  as  for  our  remote  counties,  I  believe,  i 
^  provifions,  wages,  and  labour,  are  as  cheap  in  j 
'  them  as  in  any  part  of  France^  and  much  cheap-  i 
'  er  than  in  any   part  of  the  United  Provinces.         ] 

'  From 
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*  From  all  which,  I  muft  conclude,  that  neither 

*  the  Butch  nor  the  French  have  any  advantage  of 

*  us  in  trade  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  that  we  have, 

*  upon  the  balance,  a  great  advantage  of  both  ; 

*  and  from  hence,  as  well  as  from  the  prefent  low 

*  rate  of  intereft,  I  think  I  have  reafon  to  believe 

*  our  trade  is  now  as  extenfive  as  ever  it  was  ; 

*  though  it  neither  does,  nor  can  now  increafe  (o 
'  faft  as  it  did  in  its  infancy,  nor  can  the  profits 
'  from  any  branch  of  trade  be  now   fo  great  as 

*  when  that  channel  was  firft  opened.  It  is  not 
'  now,  indeed,  fo  eafy,  for  a  man  to  get  into  a 

*  method  of  growing  rich,  or  to  heap  up  riches 

*  fo  faft,  by  trade,  as  it  was  fifty  or  a  hundred 
'  years  ago  ;    but  this  proceeds  from  the  nature 

*  and  certain  confequences  of  things,  and  not  from 

*  any  decay  of  trade  ;  yet  this  is,  I  believe,  the 

*  chief  ground  of  all  our  complaints,  and  the  fole 
'  reafon  moft  people  have  for  imagining  our  trade 

*  in  general  to  be  upon  the  decline. 

'  I  hope,    Sir,    I   have   now  made  it  appear, 

*  that  the  prefent  low  rate  of  intereft  can  have  no 

*  bad  influence  upon  our  trade,  and  that  there- 
'  fore  It  would  be  imprudent  and  dangerous  for  us 
'  to  take  any  extraordinary  meafures  for  reducing 
'  it,  but  that  we  ought  to   let  things  go  on  in 

*  their  natural  and  prefent  courfe,   till  the  total 

*  value  of  our  moneyed  eftates  has  begun  to  ex- 

*  ceed  that  of  our  lands  ;  and  then  I  make  no 
'  doubt  but  the  intereft  of  money,  upon  all  forts 
'  of  fecuritles,    vv^ill  fall  of  itfelf,    and    without 

*  our  taking  any  extraordinary  meafures  to  enforce 

*  it.  I  fhall  next  examine  what  efFed  a  redudlion 
'  of  intereft  would  have  upon  our  lands  *,  and 
'  here  I  muft  obferve,  our  landed  gentlemen  are 

*  extreamly  miftaken,  if  they  think  the  price  of 
'  their  lands  will  always  rife  in  proportion  to 
'  the  fall  of  intereft.  If  land  fells  for  twenty 
^  years  purchafe  when  intereft  is  at  5  per  Cent,  he 

'  would 


Par  l  I  am  e  n  t  aPvY     A.  ijij. 

would  find  himfelf  very  far  out  in  his  calcula- 
tion, who  fkould  imagine  that  if  intereft  could 
be  reduced  to  i  per  Cent,  he  might  get  a  hun- 
dred years  purchafe  for  his  land  :  But  fuppofe 
he  did,  what  the  better  would  he  be  ?  For  if 
he  fold  his  eftate,  he  would  then  become  a  mo- 
ney'd  man,  and  the  hundred  years  purchafe  in 
money  at  i  per  Cent,  would  produce  no  more 
than  the  twenty  years  purchafe  would  have  pro- 
duced when  money  was  at  5  per  Cent.  Then 
as  to  the  improvement  of  a  land  eftate,  if 
money  fhould  become  fo  plenty  as  to  yield  but 
I  per  Cent,  interefl,  the  price  of  labour,  and  all 
forts  of  materials  proper  or  neceffary  for  im- 
provement, would  rife  in  proportion  •,  fo  that 
any  improvement  of  an  eilate  v^^ould  then  coft 
five  times  as  much  as  when  money  bore  an  in- 
tereft of  5  per  Cent,  from  whence  we  mull 
conclude,  that  a  low  intereft  of  money  can  no 
v/ay  contribute  to  the  improving  of  any  eftate  ; 
and  as  no  man  would  toil  or  labour  for  the  fake 
of  faving  any  money,  if  he  could  get  little  or 
nothing  by  it  after  he  had  faved  it,  we  cannot 
fuppofe,  that  any  gentleman  or  farmer  would 
get  hands  enow  to  affift  him  in  any  fuch  im- 
provement ;  fo  that  the  reducing  of  intereft  too 
low,  would,  in  my  opinion,  rather  prevent 
than  encourage  improvements  of  every  kind. 
'  Thus  it  appears,  Sir,  that  a  further  reduction 
of  intereft,  till  the  circumftances  of  the  nation, 
and  the  humours  of  the  people,  be  very  much 
altered,  would  neither  tend  to  the  increafe  of 
our  trade,  nor  to  the  improvement  of  our  lands, 
but  might  probably  contribute  to  the  ruin  of 
both.  And  as  to  the  more  fpeedy  payment  of 
our  debts,  the  difference  is  not  fo  great  as  ought 
to  induce  us  to  run  a  rifk  of  difabling  ourfelves 
from  ever  paying  any  part  of  our  debts,  in  or- 
der to  pay  them  off  a  little  fooner  •,  for  if  we 

*  ihould 
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fhould  annihilate  no  part  of  the  finking  fund 
upon  the  redudion  of  intereft  propofed,  fup- 
pofing  it  to  extend  to  the  whole  of  our  debts, 
it  would  be  near  twenty-two  years  before  we 
could  pay  off  all  our  debts,  by  means  of  the 
finking  fund  fo  increafed  ;  and  as  our  affairs 
(land  at  prefent,  we  can  pay  them  all  off  in  lefs 
than  twenty-five  years  j  fo  that  all  we  get  by 
bringing  fo  many  families  into  great  diftrefs,  and 
running  the  rifk  of  lofing  our  trade,  is  to  get 
rid  of  our  debts  about  three  years  fooner  than 
we  could  otherwife  have  done.  But  if  we 
fhould  annihilate  any  part  of  the  finking  fund, 
if  we  finould  annihilate  only  that  part  added  to 
it  by  the  redudion  of  intereft,  it  will  be  very  near 
twenty-feven  years  and  a  half  before  we  can  pay 
off  all  our  debts  ;  fo  that  we  Aiall  be  two  years 
and  a  half  longer  in  debt  than  v/e  need  be, 
if  things  {land  as  they  are  at  prefent. 
'  I  have  now  confidered  the  pubJick  benefits 
which,  it  is  pretended,  v/ould  arife  from  a  re- 
dudion  of  intereft,  and  have  fiiewn  the  great 
reafon  there  is  for  apprehending  a  quite  con- 
trary effedt  •,  but.  Sir,  if  we  confider  the  pri- 
vate difadvaatages  and  inconveniencies  which 
muft  neceffarily  from  thence  enfue,  they  are  nu- 
merous, and  would  affedt  men  of  every  rank  and 
degree.  The  landed  gentlemen,  and  all  our 
noble  and  great  families,  would  either  foon  be 
undone,  or  their  younger  children,  both  fons 
and  daughters,'  efpeclally  the  latter,  muft  be 
left  in  a  ftate  of  beggary.  Five  thoufand  pound 
may  now  be  a  fijitable  fortune  for  the  younger 
fon  or  the  daughter  of  a  noble  family  ;  but  if 
intereft  fiiould  be  reduced  much  lower  than  it  is, 
it  would  hardly  enable  them  to  keep  com.pany 
with  their  elder  brother's  cook  or  his  coach- 
man •,  and  to  charge  a  land  eftate  with  a  greater 
fum  to  each  of  the  younger  children,    would 

<  very 
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^  very  much  encumber  the  heir,  and  might  pro-        i 
^  bably  ruin  the  family.     Merchants,  (hop-keep-        j 
'  ers,  and  tradefmen,  would  be  in  no  better  con- 
'  dition  ;  for  every  branch  of  trade  and  bulinefs        ' 
^  is  already  overftock'd,  and  the  redudion  of  in- 
'  tereft  would  bring  fuch  numbers  of  new  adven- 
'  turers  into  trade,  that  they  would  all  be  ruined 
'  by  under-felling  and  under-working  one  ano-        . 
'  ther:    Even  thofe  who  might  have  the  good 
'  luck  to  efcape  the  general  Ihipwreck,  and  to  get 
'  a  little  money  by  the  utmoft  care,  induftry,  and 

*  penurioufnefs,  could  never  exped  to  get  fo 
'  much  as  would  enable  them  to  pafs  their  old 
*-  days  in  quietnefs  and  fecurity.  Our  prefent 
'  fet  of  farmers  would  moftly  be  turned  out  of 
'  their  farms,  and  obliged  to  turn  cottagers ; 
'  becaufe  our  farms,  upon  the  expiration  of  the 
'  prefent  leafes,  would  moftly  be  let  to  gentle- 
'  mens  younger  fons,  or  perfons  of  much  greater 
'  ftock  or   fortune  than  our  prefent  farmers  are 

*  pofleffed  of.  But  the  moft  unfortunate  of  all 
'  would  be  our  widows  and  orphans,  who  now 

*  have  their  money  in  the  funds,  or  upon  land 

*  fecurity,  and  have  nothing  elfe  to  truft  to  for 
'  a  fubfiftence,  but  the  intereft  payable  yearly  or 

*  half  yearly  upon  that  money  :  Such  perfons 
'  could  not  engage  in  trade,  or  turn  their  money 

*  to  any  other  ufe  ;  becaufe  orphans  cannot  raife 
'  it  till  they  come  of  age,  and  widows  general- 

*  ly  have  the   intereft    only    fettled    upon    them 

*  during  their  lives :  Nay,  they  could  not  fo 
'  much  as  take  the  benefit  of  that  hard  alternative 

*  propofed  to  be  offered,  of  purchafing  annuities 

*  for  term  of  years  or  life.      In   fhort,    Sir,    it 

'  would,  in  my  opinion,  bring  fuch  a  deluge  of  j 

*  diftrefs  upon  all  ranks  of  people,   that  the  con-  ' 

*  fequences  might  be  fatal  to  our  prefent  happy  ] 
'  eftablifhment  and  conftitution  ;  fo  that  if  we  ; 
^  are  not  moved  with  compafTion  for  the  diftrefies 

2  '  of       i 
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'  of  others,  we  ought  at  leaft  to  have  a  regard 

*  for  oiirfelves  and  our  own  families. 

'  But  ill  particular,  Sir,  I  mud  take  notice  of 

*  the  great  prejudice  this  fcheme  would  do  to 
'  the  landlords  of  houfes,  the  fnop-keepers,   the 

*  tradefmen,    and   all   perfons   concerned    in   the 

*  retail  trade  within  the  cities  of  London  and 
'  lVeft}ninJlc7\    and    the    counties    next    adjacent. 

*  Many  of  our  ftockholders  and  annuitants  being 

*  rendered  unable  to  live  in  or  near  the  city  of 

*  London^  would,  of  courfe,  retire  to  the  remote 

*  and   cheap   counties ;    by    which    means    their 

*  houfes  would  be  left  empty  in  the  hands  of 
'  their  refpedlive  landlords,  and  the  butchers, 
'  bakers,    chandlers   of  all    forts,     grocers,    and 

*  other  tradefmen  and  ihop-keepers  they  ufed  to 

*  deal  with,    would   for  ever  lofe  their  cuilom. 

*  Even  thofe  ftockholders  and  annuitants  who 
^  might  continue  in  London^  or  near  to  it,  would 
'  every  one  be  obliged  to  contrad  their  expence, 

*  which  would  be  an  additional  Jofs  to  the  fhop- 
'  keepers  and  tradefmen  in  Londion  and  Weftmin- 
'  fter^  and  the  counties  adjacent  ;  and  this  double 
'  lofs  would  likewife  confiderably  affed  the  cuf- 

*  torn  thefe  fhop-keepers  and  tradefmen  have  from 
^  one  another.  This  confequence  of  the  fcheme 
'  propofed  is  fo  obvious,  that  I  muft  fay  I  am 
^  furprized  to  find  it  patronized  by  fome  of  thofe 
'  gentlemen  who  have  always  fhewn  a  particular 
'  regard  for  the  citizens  of  London.     I  am  fure 

*  they  do  not  view  it  in  the  fame  light  I  do  ;  for 
'  if  they  did,  they  would  certainly  have  been  {o 
"-  far  from  patronizing  it,  that  they  would  have 

*  oppofed  it  to  the  utmoft  of  their  power, 

'  Thefe,  Sir,  are  fome  of  the  dangers,  which 
'  I  think  are  juilly  to  be  apprehended  from  the 
'  fcheme  now  before  us,  fuppofrng  it  Ihould  fuc- 

*  ceed  ;  but  I  have  the  comfort  to  think  it  would 

*  fail  in  the  execution,    though  every  branch  of 

'  the 
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the  legiflature  fhould  agree  to  It,  and  I  fhall  beg 
leave  to  give  you  fome  of  my  reafons  for  think- 
ing {o  •,  after  which  I  fhall  take  the  liberty  to 
fhew  you  fome  of  the  bad  confequences  fuch  a 
fruitless  attempt  may  be  attended  with.  But  I 
muft  firft  make  an  obfervation  upon  the  two 
ends  propofed  by  the  fcheme,  which  are,  that 
we  may  the  fooner  get  rid  of  our  debts,  and 
immediately  relieve  the  people  from  fome  of 
their  burdenfome  taxes.  Thefe  two  ends  are, 
I  confefs,  mighty  plaufible,  but  the  misfortune 
is,  that  they  are,  as  I  think,  abfolutely  incom- 
patible. It  is  impoffible  to  relieve  the  people 
from  any  of  the  taxes  appropriated  for  the  pay- 
ment of  our  debts,  without  prolonging  that 
payment  •,  and  though  our  taxes  are  certainly 
very  burdenfome,  yet  experience  has  fhewn 
they  are  not  altogether  infupportable.  In  this 
cafe  therefore  the  firft  queftion  that  occurs  is. 
Whether  it  be  more  for  the  advantage  of  the 
nation  in  general  to  continue  our  taxes  till  the 
nation  be  quite  free,  or  very  near  free  from 
debt,  and  then  abolilh  them  all  at  once,  which 
may  be  done  in  a  fmall  number  of  years,  if  the 
finking  fund  be  duly  and  regularly  applied  ?  Or 
whether  we  ought  now  to  abolifh  fome  of  the 
taxes,  which  we  may  do  without  reducing  the 
intereft,  or  ruining  any  of  the  publick  credi- 
tors, and  thereby  leave  the  nation  incumbered 
with  a  large  debt  for  a  much  longer  time  ?  If 
this  were  to  be  a  queftion,  I  fhould,  according 
to  my  prefent  fentiments,  be  for  the  firft  me- 
thod -,  becaufe  I  think  it  is  not  only  the  moft 
advantageous  to  the  nation,  but  the  moft  juft 
with  refpe6l  to  our  creditors.  I  think  it  is  our 
bufmefs,  before  all  things,  to  rid  the  nation  of 
debt  ;  for  till  then  we  can  never  propofe  to  ad 
with  fuch  vigour  as  we  have  formerly  done, 
either  in  aftifting  our  allies  or  avenging  ourfelves 

'  of 
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•  of  our  enemies  ;  and  I  cannot  think  it  abfo^ 
'  lately  juft  with  refpedt  to  our  creditors,  to  anni- 
'  hllate  any  part  of  the  finking  fund,  ti]l  they  are 
'  all  paid  •,  becaufe  by  the  exprefs  words  of  the 

•  law  by  which  it  was  eftablifhed,  and  by  many 

•  laws  fince  that  time,  it  ftands  appropriated  to 
'  the  payment  of  thofe  debts  which  were  con- 
'  traded  before  the  year  1716.  This  was  always 
*•  my  opinion,  and  was  formerly  the  opinion  of 
'  fome  gentlemen  in  this  houfe,  who  feem  to  be 
'  great  lovers  of  the  fcheme  now  before  us,  and 
'  with  whom  I  have  generally  joined  In  opinion 
'  ever  fince  I  have  had  the  honour  to  fit  here  ; 
'  but  when  they  change  their  opinion,  I  ihall  not 
'  think  myfelf  any  way  bound  to  join  with  them^ 
"  unlefs  they  give  me  fome  better  reafons  than 
^  I  have  yet  heard,  for  fuch  a  change. 

*  Now,  Sir,  to  come  to  my  reafons  for  think* 
'  ing  the  fcheme  impradllcable  as  well  as  incom- 
'  padble.  There  may,  I  grant,  be  fome  people 
'  In  this  nation,  who  are  willing  to  lend  their 
'"  money  at  3  per  Cent,  that  there  are  fuch  is  evi- 

•  dent  from  the  fums  that  have  lately  been  bar- 
^  rowed  at  that  Intereft,  and  the  premium  fuch 
'  fecurlties  are  fold  at ;  but  I  am  convinced,  v/e 
'  (hould    find    ourfelves    vaftly    miftaken,    if  we 

•  fiiould  expedl  to  borrow  two  millions  or  half  a 

•  one  at  that  intereft  ;    for   with  refpedl   to   the 

•  fums  lent  for  the  current  fuppiles,  they  are  hn(; 

•  by  fuch  perfons  as  cannot  lie  out  of  their  mo- 
■  ney  for  any  term  of  years  ;  and  with  refpedl  to 
'  the  premium  upon  3  per  Cent,  publick  fecuritles, 
'  it  proceeds  entirely  from  the  fmali  quantity 
'  of  fuch  fecurlties  that  are  or  can  be  in  the 
'  market.     Thofe  who  lend  upon  fuch  fecurlties 

•  are  generally  men  of  vaft  fortunes,  and  who  do 
'  not  intend  to  be  chopping  and  changing,  fo  that 
'  few  or  none  of  them  are  ever  in  the  market  i 
'  therefore  a  very  fmall  fum.  of  money  brought  to 

Vol.  XV.  M  '  market, 
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market,  In  order  to  be  laid  out  upon  fuch  fecu- 
rities,  raifes  their  price  above  par :  Even  fuch  a 
fmall  fum  as  50,000/.  brought  to  market  at  any 
time,  more  than  fufficient  to  purchafe  all  that 
are  then  to  be  fold,  would  raife  them  to  a  pre- 
mium higher  than  that  they  are  now  fold  for  ; 
and  being  once  got  to  a  premium,  they  muft 
continue  at  it,  becaufe  few  or  none  of  thofe 
who  are  pofTefled  of  fuch  fecurities,  are  ever 
under  a  neceffity  of  felling.  And  as  for  Eajt- 
India  bonds,  and  fuch  like  fecurities,  they  are 
always  bought  up  by  thofe  who  do  not  think 
proper  to  let  their  wealth  be  known,  or  by  fuch 
as  muft  always  have  thofe  fecurities  which  they 
can  turn  into  money  upon  an  hour's  warning. 
From  hence  we  may  fee.  Sir,  that  none  of 
thofe  who  lend  money  for  the  current  fupplies, 
or  who  become  purchafers  of  bonds  at  3  per 
Cent,  would  become  fubfcribers  upon  this  new 
fcheme  ;  and  if  you  fhould  open  fuch  books  as 
are  propofed,  your  other  fecurities  at  3  per  Cent. 
would  foon  come  to  fell  under  par  j  becaufe  many 
of  the  prefent  proprietors  would  chufe  to  fell  out 
of  the  old,  in  order  to  become  fubfcribers  to 
the  new,  on  account  of  their  being  made  irre- 
deemable for  fourteen  years ;  which  would 
bring  fuch  a  glut  of  the  old  to  market,  as 
would  certainly  bring  them  under  par,  and  this 
would  of  courfe  put  a  ftop  to  any  man's  coming 
to  fubfcribe  for  any  new  fecurity  at  that  in- 
tereft. 

'  There  may  likewife  be  fome  few  of  the  over- 
grown rich  annuitants,  efpecially  fuch  as  live  at 
a  diftance  from  London^  who  would  rather  ac- 
cept of  3  per  Cent,  for  fourteen  years  irredeema- 
ble, than  be  at  the  trouble  of  receiving  yearly, 
or  every  two  years,  a  partial  payment,  and  re- 
•  placing  that  payment  in  ftock  or  annuities  ;  but 
the  number  of  fuch  perfons  is  fo  fmall,   that 

^  I 
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I  am  convinced  their  fubfcriptions  would  not 
amount  to  half  a  million,  and  much  lefs  to 
three  millions.  I  am  afraid  the  hopes  gentlemen 
have  of  great  fubfcriptions  in  money  and  annui- 
ties, are  founded  chiefly  upon  a  wrong  fuppofi- 
tion.  From  the  premium  given  for  our  3  fer 
Cents,  they  fuppofe  the  natural  intereft  of  mo- 
ney is  now  at  3  psr  Cent,  but  that  this  is  a 
miftake^  is,  I  think,  evident  from  the  price  of 
all  our  other  funds  i  for  if  the  natural  intereft 
of  money  were  no  higher  than  3  per  Cent,  our 
4^.  per  Cent,  annuities  ought  to  fell  at  133  and 
one  third  •,  Bank  ftock  at  183  and  one  third ; 
and  Eaft- India  at  200/.  per  Cent,  which  is  very 
far  from  being  the  cafe. 

'  But,  Sir,  if  the  natural  intereft  of  money 
lent  upon  pledges  of  jewels  or  plate,  or  upon 
good  and  undoubted  mortgages  of  land,  were 
at  3  per  Cent,  we  are  not  from  thence  to  infer, 
that  the  natural  intereft  of  money  upon  all  forts 
of  publick  fecurities,  efpecially  annuities,  could 
be  no  higher.  Our  annuitants  are  far  from  be- 
ing in  as  good  a  condition  as  a  pledge  of  jewels 
or  plate,  or  a  mortgage  of  lands.  If  war  or 
any  other  accident  fhould  raife  the  natural  inte- 
reft of  money,  a  pledgee  or  mortgagee  could  in- 
(ift  upon  payment,  or  a  higher  intereft,  other- 
wife  he  would  bring  his  bill  of  foreclofure,  and 
have  the  pledge  or  the  mortgaged  lands  fold, 
by  which  means  he  would  certainly  recover  his 
principal  and  all  arrears  of  intereft,  and  would 
then  get  a  higher  intereft  for  it  from  fome  other 
borrower.  On  the  other  hand,  let  the  natural 
intereft  of  money  rife  as  high  as  it  will,  an  an- 
nuitant can  neither  infift  upon  payment,  nor  can 
he  bring  a  bill  of  foreclofure  againft  the  pub- 
lick  •,  if  he  wanted  his  money,  he  could  recover 
it  no  way  but  by  fale  at  the  market  price, 
which  would  certainly,  in  that  cafe,  be  much 
M  2  '  belov/ 
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*  below  par  •,  nay,  perhaps  he  might  find  it  im- 

*  pofiible  to  meet  with  a  purchafer,  and  then  he 
'  could  have  no  other  refource,  but  to  take  his 
'  3  per  Cent,  while  the  government  remained  in  a 

*  condition  to  pay  him  •,  for  even  as  to  the  pay- 

*  ment  of  his  annuity,   he  has  no  fuch  abfolute 

*  certainty  as  a  pledge  or  mortgage.     For  which 

*  reafon,  if  money  were  now  commonly  lent  upon 

*  pledges  or  mortgages  at  3  per  Cent,  we  could 
'  hardly  expec5l  fubfcriptions  for  annuities  at  3  •, 
^  and,  I  mu{l  think  it  a  little  extravagant  to  ex- 

*  pedl  any  fuch,  efpecially  for  fuch  a  large  fum  ; 

*  when  'tis  well  known,  that  the  common  rate  of 

*  intereft  upon  pledges  or  mortgages  is  5  per  Cent, 
^  and  the  lowed  4. 

'  For  thefe  reafons.  Sir,  I  muft  be  of  opinion, 
'  that  however  plaufible  this  fcheme  may  appear 
'  in  fpeculation,  it  will  be  found  imprafticable  in 
"-  the  execution  ;  and  the  more  fo,  becaufe,  it  is 
'  to  be  expedled,  all  the  moneyed  men  in  the 
'  kingdom  will  join  in  meafures  for  preventing  its 
'  taking  effect.  And  now.  Sir,  with  regard  to 
'  the  confequences  of  our  being  difappointed  in 

*  fuch  an  attempt,  they  are  various,  and  may  be 
'  fatal.  I  ihalt  begin  with  one  which,  I  think, 
•^  will  be  certain,  whether  the  fcheme  takes  effect 
'  or  not.  The  very  attempt  will  make  all  fo- 
'  reigners,   efpecially  the  Diitch^   draw  their  mo- 

*  ney  out  of  our  funds  as  faft  as  they  can  ;  for 

*  the  chief  reafon  any  foreigner  has  for  trufling 
'  his  money  in  our  funds,  is,  becaufe  he  makes  a 

*  greater  profit  of  it  here  than  he  can  do  in  his 

*  own  country,  upon  any  fecurity  equally  certain 
.  '  and  good.     It  has  been  allowed,  the  Dutch  may 

*  make  3  per  Cent,  of  their  money  at  home  j  and 
'  if  we  examine  into  the  lofs  they  are  at  by  the 
^  partial  payments  made  upon  our  funds,  and  the 

*  expences  they  are  at  for  commiiTion,  poftage  of 
'  letters,  and  other  incident  charges,  we  fhall  find 

*  they 
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'  they  do  not  now  make  much  above  3  per  Cent, 

*  of  their  money  •,  fo  that  if  we  fhould  reduce  i 
'  per  Cent,  of  the  intereft  now  paid  them,    they 

*  would  not  then  make  much  above  2  \  •,  for 
'  which  reafon  I  think  it  is  moft  juftly  to  be  ap- 

*  prehended,  they  would  all  at  once  draw  their 

*  money  out  of  our  funds  •,  and  what  a  fhock  the 

*  drawing  of  fo  much  ready  cafh  out  of  the  king- 
'  dom  at  once  muft  give  to  our  publick  credit,  to 
'  our  trade  both  fcsieign  and  domeftick,  and  to 
'  the  natural  intereft  of  money  between  man  and 

*  man,  I  fhall  leave  to  gentlemen  to  confider; 
'  only  I  muft  acquaint  them,  it  is  generally  com- 
'  puted  the  J^iitch  have  above  10  millions  iterli ng 
'  in  our  feverai  funds. 

'  The  gentlemen  of  the  other  fide  of  the  quef- 
'  tion  pretend,  the  world  will  be  apt  to  conceive 

*  a  bad  opinion  of  our  condudt,  if  we  fhould  not 
'  endeavour  to  take  advantage  of  the  prefent  ad- 
'  vanced  price  of  3  per  Cent,  fecurities  •,  but  I 
'  have  fhewn  the  premium  upon  fuch  fecurities 
'  is  by  much  too  narrow  a  foundation  for  us  to 
'  build  any  hopes  on,  of  reducing  all  our  annui- 

*  tants  to  3  per  Cent,  and  if  we  fhould  fall  in 
'  the  attempt,  I  am  fure  the  world  will  have  bet- 
'  ter  reafon  to  fufped  the  wifdom  of  our  condud* 
^  or  the  honefty  of  our  intentions.  A  man  who 
'  never  attempts  but  what  appears  by  the  event  to 
^  be  within  his  reach,  is  certainly  a  wifer  man, 

*  though  not  perhaps  a  man  of  fo  much  courage, 
'  as  he  who  aims  at  extraordinary  heights,  and 
'  falls  headlong  from  the  precipice.  By  making 
'  fuch  an  attempt,  and  failing  in  that  attempt, 
'  we  may  very  probably  be  like  thofe  vapourlfl-i 
'  ladies,  who  fancy  themfelves  ill,  fwallow 
'  draughts  and  bolus's,  till  they  have  adually 
'  thrown  themfelves  into  a  diftemper  much  worfc 
^  than  the  imaginary. 

'     M  2  '  Then, 
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'  Then,  Sir,  as  to  the  prejudice  which  may  ac- 
crue to  private  men,  I  am  furprized  to  hear  it 
faid,  that  no  fuch  thing  can  be  apprehended  ; 
for,  in  my  opinion,  it  is  inevitable,  whether  we 
fucceed  or  not.  If  v/e  fucceed,  the  annuitants 
will  certainly  lofe  5J.  in  the  pound  of  their  pre- 
fent  revenue  \  but  it  feems  this  lofs  is  to  be  made 
good  to  them  by  abolifhing  fom.e  of  our  taxes. 
Are  gentlemen  ferious  when  they  talk  fo?  What 
would  any  annuitant  fay  to  a  man  who  fhould 
tell  him.  Sir,  we  muft  take  55.  in  the  pound 
from  your  prefant  revenue,  but  in  lieu  of  that, 
you  fhall  have  candles  an  halfpenny  or  a  penny 
in  the  pound  cheaper  than  ufual  ?  Would  not- 
any  man  take  this  as  a  banter  }  Suppofe  again, 
which  I  think  by  much  the  mod  probable,  that 
we  fhould  not  fucceed  \  fach  an  attempt  would 
certainly  diminifn  publick  credit  :  It  would 
make  many,  both  natives  and  foreigners,  rc- 
folve  not  to  truft  their  money  longer  in  our 
funds.  It  would  make  them  begin  to  think  of 
employing  their  money  fomewhere  elfe,  in  or- 
der that  they  might  take  the  benefit  of  felling 
out,  before  the  price  fhould  be  diminifhed  by 
the  redu(5lion  of  intereft.  This  would  of  courfe 
lefTen  the  advanced  price  of  every  one  of  our 
funds  •,  and  would  not  this  be  a  prejudice  to 
every  one  of  the  prefent  proprietors,  efpecJally 
to  fuch  of  them  as  have  lately  purchafed  ?  I 
do  not  now  argue  from  fuppofition  only,  I  ar- 
gue, Sir,  from  certain  fad:,  from  prefent  expe- 
rience :  Do  not  we  fee  that  ail  our  publick  funds 
have  fallen  in  their  price  fince  this  affair  was  firfl: 
brought  before  us  ?  And  if  an  immediate  fall  of 
{locks  has  been  the  efFedl  of  its  being  mention- 
ed, what  confequence  can  we  exped  from  its 
being  agreed  to  ? 

'  I  cannot  conclude.  Sir,  without  taking  no- 
tice of  the  great  endeavours  that  have  been 
1  '  ufed. 
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'  ufed,  both  within  doors  and  without,  to  raife 
'  our  compafTion,  by  reprefentlng  the  deplorable 
^  ftate  of  our  poor  labourers  and  manufadurers, 
'  and  that  the  redudion  of  intereft  will  enable  us 
'  to  give  them  an  immediate  relief.  For  my  part, 
'  I  cannot  think  their  ftate  near  fo  deplorable  as 
'  it  has  been  reprefented  •,  for  we  have  no  heavy 
'  taxes  upon  any  of  the  neceflaries  of  life:  All 
'  our  heavy  taxes  are  laid  upon  the  luxuries  of 
'  life,  and  cannot  therefore  affed  a  poor  tradef- 

*  man  who  has  a  mind  to  live  frugally,  and  not 
'  to  indulge  himfelf  or  his  family  in  the  ufe  of 
^  things,  that  are  not  abfolutely  neceftary  for 
'  their  fubfiftence  ;  and  the  few  fmall  taxes  we 
'  have  upon  fome  of  the  neceffaries,   or  rather 

*  conveniencies  of  life,  are  fuch  as  our  people 
'  have  been  long  accuftomed  to,  and  not  fo  hea- 
'  vy,  nor  colledted  in  a  manner  fo  grievous,  as 
'  fuch  taxes  are  in  France  or  Holland.     But  fup- 

*  pofing  it  were  otherwife,  I  have  fhewn,  that  by 
'  a  reduction  of  intereft  we  could  not  abolifti  any 
^  of  our  prefent  taxes,  without  fubjeding  the  na- 

*  tion  to  a  greater  and  more  dangerous  inconveni- 
'  ence,  I  mean  the  putting  off  for  a  longer  term 
'  the  entire  difcharge  of  the  national  debt  •,  and 

*  if  by  a  redu(5lion  of  intereft  our  trade  ftiould  be 
'  diminiftied,  which  may  probably,  as  I  have  al- 
'  ready  ftiewn,  be  the  confequence,  crp:xially  in 
'  and  about  the  city  of  London  -,  then  many  of 
'  our  poor  labourers  and  manufacturers  would  be 
'  ruined,  inftead  of  being  relieved,  by  a  reduc- 
^  tion  of  intereft  -,  confequently  all  the  compaftion 
'  that  can  be  pleaded  in  the  prefent  cafe,  muft 
'  operate  ftrongiy  againft  a  reduction,  and  in  fa- 
'  vour  of  the  many  poor  widows  aiid  orphans, 

*  who  certainly  would  be  irretrievably  undone  by 
'  the  great  redudion  propofed. 

*•  I  muft  confefs,  Sir,    I   cannot  well  compre- 

*  hend  the  meaning  of  that  diftindloa,    ufually 

M  4  '  made 
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made  ifpon  this  occafion,  between  the  publick 
and  the  creditors  of  the  publick.  By  the  pub- 
lick  I  always  mean  the  colledlive  body  of  the 
people  of  this  nation  ;  and  as  our  creditors  are  a 
part  of  our  own  people,  as  thofe  foreigners 
who  have  trufted  their  fortunes  to  our  faith, 
will,  I  hope,  be  always  looked  on  as  fuch,  and 
treated  in  the  fame  manner  with  our  native  cre- 
ditors, therefore  I  (hall  always  look  upon  the 
creditors  of  the  publick  to  be  a  part  of  the  pub- 
lick, and  (hall  always  think,  no  injury  can  be 
done  to  them,  without  injuring  the  publick  :  I 
believe,  they  cannot  fo  much  as  be  fubjeded  to 
any  inconvenience,  but  v/hat  will  at  laft  prove 
to  be  an  inconvenience  to  the  publick  as  well  as 
to  them  ;  and,  I  hope,  it  will  be  granted,  that 
the  taking  one  fourth  part  of  their  revenue  from 
them,  would  at  lead  be  a  great  inconvenience; 
in  my  opinion,  it  would  be  a  great  injury  to 
every  one  of  them.  We  have  had  lately  great 
complaints  of  the  inequality  of  the  land  tax, 
and  of  the  injuftice  done  to  the  landholders,  by 
fubjeding  them  to  that  burden  for  fo  many 
years  together  ;  for  which  reafon  one  of  thofe 
taxes,  which  mod  certainly  and  moft  generally 
tL^tidi  the  poor,  was  lately  revived,  in  order  to 
free  the  landholders  from  a  Jhilling  in  the  pound 
for  one  year  only.  The  prevailing  dodlrine 
then  v;as,  and  it  is  but  a  few  years  fince,  to  im- 
pofe  fuch  taxes  as  might  fall  equally  upon  all ; 
but  now,  it  feems,  we  are  to  lay  a  tax  o^  Jive 
/J.iillirigs  in  the  pound  upon  that  part  of  our  peo~ 
pie,  who  have  the  misfortune  of  being  credi- 
tors to  the  piblick,  in  order  to  free  the  nation 
from  fome  ■  thofe  fmall  taxes  it  now  pays, 
and  has  paid  i..r  laany  years. 
'  From  all  whicii,  I  think.  Sir,  it  will  appear, 
that  tiie  propofition  now  before  us  will  be  of 
the  moft  dangerous  confequence  to  our  trade, 

*  to 
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*  to  our  landholders,  to  the  cities  of  London  and 

*  JVeftmi)ifter^  and  to  our  people  in  general  ; 
^  that   it  can  be  attended  with  no   confiderablc 

*  publick  advantage,  and  that  it  will  be  a  great 

*  injuftice  done  to  our  publick  creditors  •,  there- 
'  fore,  I  (hall  think  rnyfelf  fully  juftified  in  giving 
*•  my  negative  to  the  queftion.' 

The  Reply  was  to  the  efFedt  as  follows,  viz, 

*  Sir,  I  Aiall  not  fuppofe,  that  any  of  the  gen-  Reply, 

*  tlemen  who  feem  to  be  againft  this  queftion,  are 
'  confcious   of  their  being  in  the  wrong  ;    but, 

*  I  muft  fay,  that  with  refpedt  to  fome  arguments 
'  they  have  made  ufe  of,  they  treat  us  as  thofe 
'  people  generally  do,  who  are  confcious  of  their 
'  having  the  wrong  fide  of  the  queftion.  They 
'  ftate  the  cafe  quite  difterent  from  what  it  is,  and 
'  then  triumph  in  the  arguments  or  authorities 
'  they  bring  againft  it.  By  this  means  Mr.  Locke 
*•  has  been  brought  into  the  prefent  debate,  and 

*  brought  in  too  as  a  favourer  of  an  opinion  a- 

*  gainft  which  he  has  exprefly  declared.  Imme- 
'  diately  after  the  Revolution,    our  government 

*  began  to  borrow  large  fums  of  money  for  fup- 
'  porting  the  expence  of  the   war,    v/hich  they 

*  found  they  could  not  procure  but  at  a  very  high 

*  intereft.  This  gave  foundation  for  a  projed  in 
'  the  year  1691,  for  reducing  the  legal  rate  of  In- 
'  tereft  at  once,  from  6  to  4  per  Cent,  in  order, 

*  as  it  was  vainly  imagined,  to  enable  the  govern- 
'  ment  to  borrow  money  for  the  publick  fervlce 

*  at  a  cheaper  rate  than  what  they  found  they 
'  could  otherwife  do.  As  the  natural  intereft 
'  of  money  was  then  greaily  increafed  above  what 

*  it  had  been  for  fome  years  before,  by  the  large 
'  fums  borrowed   for  publick  fervlce,  every  man 

*  of  fenfe  faw  that  this  projed  would  prove  abor- 

*  tive,  and  that  it  would  very  much  difturb,  if 
^  not  entirely  ruin,  the  trade  of  the  nation  ;   and 

*  Mr. 
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"-  Mr.  Locke^   among  others,   not   only  oppofed, 

*  but  wrote  againft  it. 

'  Is  there  now.  Sir,  any  queftion  before  us  for 

*  reducing  the  legal  intereft  of  money  ?  Is  there 
'  any  thing  in  the  proportion  that  feems  to  have 
'  the  lead  tendency  that  way  }  No,  Sir,  the  only 
'  queftion  now  before  us  is.  Whether  or  no  the 
'  publick  lliall  endeavour  to  take  advantage  of 
'  the  lovv^  rate  to  which  the  natural,  not  the  legal, 
'  intereft  of  money  has  fallen  •,  and  one  of  the 
'  arguments  made  ufe  of  in  favour  of  this  quefti- 
'  on,  is.  That  it  would  tend  to  the  bringing  the 
'  natural  intereft  of  money  between  man  and 
^  man,  in  this  nation,  down  to  a  par  with  what  is 

*  in  thofe  countries,    which   are  our  greateft  ri- 

*  vals  in  trade  and  naval  power.  Then,  and  not 
'  till  then,  it  has  been  faid  you  may  fafely  venture 
'  to  bring  down  the  legal ;  and  it  has  been  faid,  I 

*  think  demonftrated,  that  the  bringing  down  the 
'  natural  intereft  of  money  between  man  and  man, 
'  would  be  an  advantage  to  our  trade  and  manu- 

*  failures,  and  a  certain  caufe  of  great  improve- 
•^  ments  in  our  land  eftates.  Mr.  Locke  is  ex- 
'  prefly  of  this  opinion.  His  words  in  that  very 
'  treatife  are.  All  the  danger  Iks  in  this,  l^hat  our 
'  trade  JJjall  fuffer^  if  your  being  behind-hand  has 
^  made  the  natural  ufe  fo  high^  that  your  tradefman 
'  cannot  live  upon  his  labour^  but  that  your  rich 
'"  neighbours  ivill  fo  underfcll  you^  that  the  return 
'  you  make  zvill  not  amount  to  pay  the  ufe^  and  af- 
'  ford  a  livelihood.  There  is^  fays  he,  no  vuay  to 
"  recover  from  this^  but  by  a  general  frugality  and 
'  induftry  \  or  by  being  mafters  of  the  trade  of  fome 
'  commodity .,  which  the  world  waifl  have  from  you 
''  at  your  rate^  becaufe  it  cannot  be  othe'rvohere  fup- 
'  fUed.      Thefe  are  his  words,    Sir,    and   I  ap- 

*  peal  to  every  man,  vvhether  he  can  think  it 
'^  frugality  in  the  publick  to  pay  4  per  Cent,  when 

*  rhey  can  have  money  at  3 1  \Vhether  the  giving 
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*  a  man  4  per  Cent,  v/hen  he  can  live  upon,  and 

*  would   be   obliged  to  take  3,    can  make  him 

*  more  frugal,    or  promote  a  general  frugality  ? 

*  And  whether  the  enabling  a  great  number,  even 

*  of  your  meaner  fort  of  fubjedls,  to  live  idly 

*  upon  the  intereft  of  their  money,  can  be  a  pro- 

*  per  m.ethod  for  introducing  or  reftoring  a  gene- 

*  ral  induftry  ? 

'  Fear,  Sir,  may  be  extravagant  and  ridicu- 
*.lous,  as  well  as  courage,  and  fuch  I  fhould 
*-  think  that  fear  to  be  which  fhould  prevent  a 
'  man  from  borrowing,  or  attempting  to  borrow 

*  money  at  3  per  Cent,  for  clearing  himfelf  of  a 
'  mortgage  at  4 ;  efpecially  when  he  is  certain, 

*  that  fhould  he  be  difappointed  in  the  attempt, 
'  his  old  mortgagee  would  be  glad  to  continue  his 
'  money  upon  the  mortgage  at  4,  becaufe  he 
'  could   not  have  fo  high  an  interefl,  or  fo  good 

*  fecurity,  any  where  elfe.     If  a  man  had  twenty 

*  mortgages  upon  hi^  eflate  of  1000/.  each,  at  4 

*  per  Cent,  and  a  gentleman  fhould  offer  to  lend 
'  him  1000/.  at  3,  could  he  in  prudence  refufe 
'  it  ?  Would  not  common  prudence  dired  him  to 
'  make  ufe  of  that  offer,  for  reducing  every  one 
'  of  his  old  mortgages  to  3  per  Cent,  and  appiy- 
'  ing  it  at  lafl  to  the  redeeming  of  him  who 
'  fhould  appear  the  moft  flubborn  ?    Could    there 

*  be  any  danger  in  this,  if  he  were  certain  that 

*  none  of  his  mortgagees,  or  not  above  one  of 

*  them,  could  employ  his  money  to  a  better  ufc 

*  upon  any  fecurity  equally  certain.  This,  Sir, 
'  is  our  cafe  at  prefent.  The  reduClion  of  in- 
'  tereft  may,  perhaps,  force  fome  people  into 
'  trade,  or  to  lend  upon  private  fecurity  ;  but  I 
'  am  certain  there  is  now  a  much  greater  fum  rea- 
'  dy  to  be  lent  at  3  per  Cent,  than  would  be 
'  fufficient  for  replacing  all  that  could  be  that  way 
'  drawn  out  of  our  publick  funds  *,    becaufe   no 

*  extraordinary  profits  can  be  made  by  any  trade, 

'  and 
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and  a  very  fmall  fum  would  bring  the  rate  of 
intereft  upon  any  certain  private  fecurity  down 
to  3  per  Cent.  And  we  have  this  further  fe- 
curity for  encouraging  us  to  try  the  experiment, 
that,  fhould  I  be  miftaken  in  my  opinion,  all 
our  prefent  creditors  would  be  glad  to  conti- 
nue their  money  in  our  funds  at  4  per  Cent,  as 
we  may  with  the  greateft  certainty  conclude 
from  the  advanced  price  of  all  our  funds. 
'  If  I  did  not  know.  Sir,  how  much  the  ge- 
nerality of  mankind  are  blinded  by  what  they 
think  their  private  intere-ft,  if  I  did  not  know 
how  often  they  are  by  private  intereft  mifled  in 
their  judgments  about  what  they  take  to  be  the 
publick  intereft,  I  fhould  be  furprized  to  hear  it 
queftioned,  that  the  lower  the  intereft  of  money 
is  in  any  country,  the  more  their  trade  will 
thrive,  the  more  their  lands  will  be  improved. 
It  is  a  maxim  fo  long  eftabliftied,  and  fo  gene- 
rally acknowledged,  that  I  cannot  think  there 
is  much  occaficn  for  adding  to  what  has  been 
fild  upon  that  fubjedl  •,  but  that  no  man  may 
be  milled,  I  muft  beg  leave  to  anfwer,  in  as 
brief  a  manner  as  I  can,  what  has  been  faid  in 
llipport  of  the  contrary  opinion.  Low  intereft, 
I  fhall  grant,  is  not  the  caufe,  but  the  effedl  of 
a  fiourlfhing  trade  ;  and  the  trade  of  a  country 
may  profper  and  increafe,  though  their  rate  of 
intereft  be  high,  with  refpedl  to  what  it  is  in 
this  kingdom  at  prefent,  providing  their  rate  of 
intereft  be  no  higher  than  it  is  in  thofe  countries 
which  are  their  rivals  in  trade  *,  but  this  I  will 
fay,  that  the  trade  of  no  country  can  thrive 
or  continue,  if  the  natural  intereft  of  money  a- 
mong  them  be  higher  than  it  is  in  thofe  coun- 
tries which  are  their  rivals,  unlefs  thofe  rivals 
forcibly  expel  their  trade  by  fome  ridiculous 
publick  meafures.  The  trade  of  Flanders  was 
once  in  the  moft  flouriftiing  ftate  of  any  in  Eu- 
i  '   '  rope^ 
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rope^  and  then  the  natural  rate  of  intereft  wai 
certainly  lower  among  them,  than  it  was  in  this 
kingdom  ;  but  the  fovereign  of  that  country^ 
began  at  laft  to  lay  fuch  heavy  taxes  upon  their 
manufadures  and  people,  a  rock  we  fhould  take 
care  not  to  fplit  on,  that  many  of  their  rich 
merchants  and  moft  fkilful  manufacfturers  came 
over  and  fettled  in  England^  which  gave  the  firft 
rife  to  the  trade  and  manufactures  of  this  king- 
dom.  This  advantage  was  greatly  improved  in- 
deed, by  the  wife  condud  of  He7iry  VII.  Hen- 
ry VIII.  and  Queen  Elizabeth^  efpecially  the 
latter,  and  was  at  laft  fully  eftabliihed  by  the 
ridiculous  condu6l  of  the  Spaniards  in  the  Ne- 
therlands j  fo  that  our  trade  owes  its  origin,  not 
fo  much  to  the  beauty  of  our  conftitution,  or 
the  wifdom  of  our  condu(5l,  as  to  the  ridiculous 
and  opprelTive  meafures  of  our  neighbours ;  for 
it  is  always  with  regret,  that  merchants  or  traded 
men  leave  their  own  country  •,  indeed  when  they 
are  forced  to  it,  they  will  certainly  retire  to  that 
country,  where  they  are  fureft  of  being  free 
from  that  oppreflion  or  uneafinefs,  which  made 
them  fly  from  their  native  land  ;  and  our  hap- 
pinefs  at  that  time  was,  to  have  a  peaceable 
country,  and  a  wife  adminiftration,  which  made 
them  chufe  to  take  refuge  here,  rather  than  in 
any  neighbouring  country. 
'  This,  Sir,  would  of  courfe  have  brought 
down  the  natural  intereft  of  money  in  this  king- 
dom, long  before  the  end  of  Queen  Elizabeth's 
reign  ;  but  in  the  mean  time  our  people  began 
to  trade  to  the  Eaft-lndies^  and  to  make  fettle- 
ments  in  the  PVeJl- Indies  \  by  both  which  the 
profits  were  fo  great,  that  vaft  numbers  v/ere 
tempted  to  engage  in  the  trade,  and  to  borrov/ 
money  at  any  rate,  to  be  employed  in  thole 
branches  of  trade,  not  only  in  this  kingdom, 
but  in  all  the  other  trading  parts  of  Europe  ;  {o 

'  that. 


Parliamentary  A.  1737. 
that,  though  the  intereft  of  money  here  was 
then  high,  in  refpedl  to  what  it  is  at  prefent,  yet 
it  could  not  then  be  called  high,  becaufe  it  was 
no  higher  than  it  was  among  our  rivals  in  trade, 
and  could  not,  therefore,  lay  our  people  under 
a  difad vantage  in  carrying  on  any  branch  of 
trade  or  manufadure. 

'  Thus,  Sir,  we  may  fee,  that  a  great  profpe- 
rity  of  trade  may  be  the  caufe  of  keeping  up 
for  fome  time  the  rate  of  intereft ;  becaufe  there 
is  then  a  great  demand  for  money  at  intereft,  in 
order  to  be  employed  in  trade ;  and  for  the 
fame  reafon,  the  declenfion  of  trade  may,  for 
fome  time,  be  the  caufe  of  finking  or  lowering 
the  rate  of  intereft  ;  becaufe,  when  the  trade  of 
any  country,  by  accident  or  bad  meafures,  is 
laid  under  fuch  difadvantages,  that  their  mer- 
chants and  tradefmen  cannot  carry  it  on  to  a 
reafonable  advantage,  no  man  borrows  money 
to  trade  with  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  thofe  mer- 
chants and  tradefmen  who  have  got  any  fuffi- 
cient  fum  to  live  on,  draw  their  money  out  of 
trade,  in  order  to  lend  it  at  intereft,  or  to  em- 
ploy it  in  the  purchafe  of  land  ;  which  lowers 
the  natural  intereft  of  money,  by  increafing  the 
demand  for  lending,  and  leffening  the  demand 
for  borrowing ;  and  It  like  wife  raifes  the  price 
of  landi  by  augmenting  the  demand  for  pur- 
chafes.  But  thefe  two  effeds  have  very  difFe^ 
rent  confequerices  j  for  in  the  firft  cafe,  theftock 
of  ready  money  in  the  country  being  every  day 
increafing  by  the  profperity  of  trade,  the  na- 
tural intereft  of  money  will  foon  begin  to  fall^ 
and  will  at  laft  come  to  be  extreamly  low  -, 
whereas,  in  the  laft  cafe,  the  decay  of  their 
trade  and  manufli6lures  will  certainly  at  laft  turrt 
the  balance  of  trade  againft  them,  and  from  that 
time  their  ftock  of  ready  money  will  begin  to 
decay   infenfibly,    the   natural   rate  of  intereft 

'  will 
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'  will  rife  by  degrees,  the  rents  of  their  e{lates<i 

'  and  price  of  their  lands  will  fall,  the  numbers 

'  of  their  people  will  diminifh  daily,    either  by 

*  their  going  abroad,  or  flarving  at  home  -,  and 
«  unlefs  they  change  their  meafures,  there  will  at 
'  lafb  come  to  be  Itttle  or  no  money  left  among 
'  them  \  nothing  will  remain  but  barter  and  paper 

*  credit,  and  the  nation  will  in  the  end  be  cer- 
'  tainly  undone.     From  hence  it  appears,  that  the 

*  natural    rate    of  intereft,    confidered    by   itfelf 

*  only,  is  a  very  bad  rule  forjudging  of  the  trade 
'  of  a  country  ;  becaufe,  like  a  confumptive  per- 
'  fon,  a  nation  may  look  well  to  all  outward  ap- 

*  pearance,  the  natural  intereft  of  money  may  be 
'  lower  than  ever  it  was,  and  may  continue  fo  for 

*  fome  time,  and  yet  that  nation  may  be  in  a  gal- 
'  loping  confumption,  which  I  wifh  may  not  be 

*  our  cafe  at  prefent. 

'  I  iam  furprized.  Sir,  to  hear  it  faid,  that  the 
'  view  of  getting  a  high  intereft,  or  any  intereft^ 
'  for  money,  is  what  makes  a  poor  man  labour 

*  and  fatigue  more  than  is  neceflary  for  his  daily 

*  fubfiftence.  What  makes  a  labourer,  or  a  jour- 
'  neyman  do  fo,  is  the  hopes  of  getting  and 
'  faving  as  much  as  may  fet  himfelf  up  as  a 
'  mafter  ;  then  he  gets  and  faves  money,  in 
'  order  to  enable  him  to  extend  his  trade,  and  to 
'  carry  it  on  with  the  more  eafe  ;  he  never  thinks 
'  of  lending  his   money  at  intereft,  until  he  has 

*  got  more  than  he  can  employ  in  his  trade,  or  as 
'  much  as  may  maintain  him  without  any  care  or 
^  trouble  ;  and  in  both  cafes,  he  is  forced  to  take 
*-  what  intereft  he  can  get  for  it.  Then  as  to  our 
'  merchants  and  fti op- keepers,  who  generally  be- 

*  gin  with  a  little  money,  they  engage  in  trade 
'  generally  becaufe  they  cannot  live  upon  what  in- 
'  tereft  they  can  get  for  their  money,  or  at  leaft 

*  cannot  live  as  they  would  defire  ;  and  as  their 
'  ftockv-increafes,  they  increafe  their  trade  •,  they 

*  never 
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never  think  of  lending  money  at  intereft,  till 
they  have  got  more  than  they  can  employ  in 
trade,  or  as  much  as  may  maintain  them  in 
an  idle  and  indolent  way,  and  then  they,  as 
well  as  others,  are  obliged  to  take  what  inte- 
reft  they  can  get. 

'  But  fuppofe.  Sir,  the  getting  of  a  high  inte- 
reft  for  money,  and  fubfiftlng  upon  that  intereft 
in  their  old  age,  was  the  only  motive  for  peo- 
ples labouring,  or  engaging  in  trade,  are  there 
any  bounds  to  be  fet  to  peoples  hopes  ?  Do  not 
we  know  that  every  man  hopes  to  get  more  by 
any  trade  or  proje6t  than  he  generally  meets 
with,  often  more  than  he  can  reafonably  exped  ? 
And  jfhall  we  fay  that  a  man  in  his  youth,  when 
hopes  are  moft  fanguine,  may  exped:  to  get 
3000/.  or  300/.  but  cannot  exped  to  get  4000/. 
or  400/  and  will  therefore  defpair  of  being  ever 
able  to  get  what  he  may  think  a  comfortable 
fupport  for  old  age  ?  This  is  fo  much  con- 
trary to  the  nature  of  mankind,  that  'tis  in 
vain  to  think  of  building  any  argument  upon  it. 
On  the  contrary,  as  every  man  muft  get  a  larger 
fum  before  he  can  retire  to  live  upon  the  in- 
tereft of  his  money,  when  intereft  is  low,  than 
when  it  is  high,  every  man  will  labour  with 
the  more  ardor  and  aflidulty,  and  numbers  of 
people  muft  be  bred  up  to  trade,  and  muft  en- 
gage in  it,  when  intereft  Is  low,  who  would  be 
bred  up,  or  would  chufe  to  live,  like  drones  in 
the  fociety,  upon  the  Intereft  of  their  money. 
If  the  common  rate  of  intereft  were  high  -,  and 
the  greater  ftock  of  money  a  man  has  to  trade 
with,  the  lefs  profit  he  may  fell  at,  and  confe- 
quently  the  more  able  will  he  be  to  underfell  fo- 
reigners, and  to  Improve  the  trade  of  his  coun- 
try. To  this  we  muft  add,  that  a  rich  mer- 
chant or  tradefman  may  retire  much  fooner  from 
bufmefs,  in  order  to  live  upon  the  intereft  of 

'  his 
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*  his  money,  when  intereft  is  high,  than  he  can 

*  do  when  interefl:  is  low  ;  for  I  muft  obferve,  it 
'  is  feldom  or  never  neceflity,    but  choice,    that 

*  makes  a  rich  man  retire  from  bufmefs :  No  man. 
'  can  grow  rich  by  the  mere  labour  of  his  hands, 

*  at  leafh  not  fo  rich  as  to  be  able  to  live  upon  the 

*  intereft  of  his  money  ;   a  man  muft  be  a  mer- 

*  chant  or  mafter  tradefman,  before  he  can  get  fo 

*  much  money,  let  intereft  be  as  high  as  it  will ; 

*  and  as  fuch  bufinefs  is  carried  on  by  the  labour 

*  of  the  head  only,  the  common  infirmities  of  old 
'  age  never  render  a  man  incapable  of  carrying  it 
'  on  ;  quite  otherwife,  by  his  knowledge  and  ex- 
'  perience  he  probably  becomes  more  capable  than 
'  he  was  when  young  and  healthful.     Therefore 

*  we  muft  conclude,  that  a  high  intereft  for  mo- 

*  ney  not  only  prevents  the  youthful  rich  from 

*  engaging  in  trade,  but  makes  the  wealthy  old 
'  leave  it  off ;  both  which  muft  be  hurtful  to  the 

*  trade  of  any  country. 

'  To  tell  us.  Sir,  that  the  Dutch  being  by  na- 

*  ture  more  penurious  than  our  people,  therefore 
'  a  jefs  intereft  may  encourage  their  people  to  la- 

*  hour,  and  engage  in  trade,  is  certainly  miftaking 
'-  the  eifed  for  the  caufe  •,  for  one  of  the  principal 
'  caufes  of  the  penurioufnefs  as  well  as  induftry  of 
'  their  people,    is  the   lownefs  of  their  intereft. 

*  Mankind  are  by  nature  generally  the  fame  ;  a 

*  Dutchman^  by  his  make  or  conftitution,  has 
'  nothing  can  make  him  more  penurious  than  an 
'  Englijhman.  It  is  by  laws  and  cuftoms,  the 
'  humours  and  inclinations  of  a  people  are  form- 

*  ed,  and  it  is  the  bufinefs  of  every  wife  nation 
'  to  invent  or  adopt  fuch  laws  and  cuftoms  as 
'  may  propagate  virtue,   induftry,    and  frugality 

*  among  the  people.  The  penurious  nature  of 
'  the  Dutch  is  therefore  an  argument  in  favour  of 
'  what  is  propofed,  inftead  of  being  an  argument 

*  againft  it  •,  and  the  circumftances  of  that  coun- 

VoL.  XV.  N  *  try. 
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try,  with  refpedl  to  the  proportion  between  their 
money  and  land  eftates,  will  appear  to  be  an  ar- 
gument  of  the  fame  fort.     I   fhall  admit  we 
have  a  much  greater  demand  for  borrowing  mo- 
ney at  intereft  upon  land  eftates,  than  they  have 
in  Holland ;  but  is  it  not  therefore  our  bufinefs 
to  take  all  polfible  methods  to  diminifli  that  de- 
mand,  or  increafe  the  demand  for  lending  mo- 
ney upon  fuch  fecurities  ?  If  we  can  reduce  the 
intereft    payable   upon   the  publick  funds,    we 
fhall  be  able  to  abolifh  fome  of  the  taxes  which 
eat  up  the  landed  gentleman's  eftate,  by  increafing 
the  expence  of  his  family  \  or  we  ihall  be  able  to 
pay  off  our  debts  fooner  ;  if  we  take  the  former 
of  thefe  methods,  we  fhall  diminifh  the  demand 
for  borrowing  money  upon  fuch  fecurities  ;   if 
we  take  the  latter,   we  fhall  more  quickly  in- 
creafe the  demand  for  lending  money  upon  fuch 
fecurities  •,    and  as  foon  as  the  proportion  be- 
tween thefe  two  demands  comes  to  be  the  fame 
in  this  country  with  what  it  is  now,   or  may 
then  be,  in  Holland^  will  not  our  circumftances 
be  in  that  refpedt  the  fame  ? 
'  Now,  Sir,  with  refpedl  to  extravagance,  'tis 
true,  the  extravagance  of  fome  few  men  may 
be  increafed,  or  longer  fupported,  in  a  country 
where  intereil  is  low  ;    but  in  fuch  a  country 
there  cannot  be  fuch  a  number  of  extravagant 
men  in  proportion,  as  in  a  country  where  inte- 
refl  is  high,  becaufe  extravagance  generally  pro- 
ceeds from  an  idle  education  ;  and  as  there  can- 
not be  fuch  a  numbe*    of  perfons  bred  up  to 
idlenefs,  in  the  former,  as  in  the  latter,  there- 
fore we  mav  depend  on  it,  the  extravagant  will 
be  much  lefs  numerous,  and  confequently  more 
defpifed,   in  the  one,    than  in  the  other  •,   and 
the  contempt  thefe  people  meet  with,  will  be  a 
much  more  effedlual  curb  upon  their  extrava- 
gance,   than  the  higheft  rate  of  intereft   could 

'  be^ 
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*  be  ;   from  whence,  I  think  'tis  certain,  the  re- 

*  ducing  of  intereft  is  one  of  the  moft  efFecftual 
'  methods  for  reftraining  the  luxury  and  extiava- 

*  gance  of  the  people  in  general ;  and  my  argu- 
'  ment  Is  confirmed  by  experience,  for  in  countries 
'  where  the  intereft  of  money  is  high,  their  peo- 
'  pie  generally  live  either  in  the  utmoft  penury 
^  and  want,  or  in  the  height  of  luxury  and  ex- 

*  travagance. 

'  The  only  tolerable  plea.  Sir,  for  that  diftlnc- 

*  tion,    which  gentlemen   have  been    pleafed   to 

*  make  between  a  too  high  and  a  too  low  intereft, 
'^  is,  that  if  men  cannot  get  what  the  gentlemen 
'  have  been  pleafed  to  call  a  moderate  intereft  for 
'  their  money,  they  will  lock  it  up  in  chefts,  or 

*  hide  it  in  the  earth.    This  is  an  argument  which 

*  has  often  been  made  ufe  of,  but  in  my  opinlori 
*-  without  any  foundation  ;  for  in  peaceable  times 
^  we  know  that  no  private  man  will  keep  his  mo- 

*  ney  by  him,  but  will  rather  lodge  it  in  fome 

*  bank  or  banker's  hands  without  any  intereft  •, 
'  becaufe  in  fuch  hands  it  is  fecured  againft  pil- 

*  ferers,  thieves,  and  robbers,  which  it  cannot  be 
'  in   his   own   habitation.     Indeed,    in  times   of 

*  civil  war,    many  men  may  perhaps  hide  their 

*  money  in  the  earth,  becaufe  it  cannot  then  be  fe- 

*  cure,  either  in  the  houfe  of  any  private  man  or 
'  publick  bank  ;  but  fuch  an  extraordinary  cafe 
'  can  be  of  no  weight  in  the  prefent  debate  -,  and 
'  if  much  larger  fums  ftiould  be  lodged  in  the 

*  hands  of  any  banker  than  he  had  ufe  for  in  cir- 
'  culatlon,  he  would  certainly  lend  it  at  i  per 
'  Cent,  nay  at  i  per  Cent,  if  he  could  no  way  turn 
'  it  fecurely  to  any  better  account ;  either  of 
'  which  is  lower  than  the  natural  intereft  of  mo- 
'  ney  ever  yet  fell  to  in  any  country.  However^ 
'  for  argument's  fake,  I  fhall  fuppofe  money  be- 

*  come  fo  plenty  in  a  country,  that  none  of  their 
'  own  people  will  give  any  thing  for  the  ufe  of  it ; 

N  2  '  In 
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Ill  this  cafe,  'tis  certain,  their  bankers  would 
fall  upon  Tome  way  ot  lending  it  to  foreigners, 
which  would  be  an  annual  advantage  to  the  na- 
tion ;  and  if  even  this  were  found  to  be  impofli- 
ble,  if  every  man  had  as  much  money  at  com- 
mand as  he  had  ufe  for  in  his  trade  or  bufinefs, 
what  harm  could  enfue  to  the  nation,  if  all  the 
reft  of  their  money  were  lock'd  up,  and  the 
owners  obliged  to  pay  warehoufe  room  for  it,  as 
they  do  for  any  other  ufelefs  and  un vendible 
commodity  ? 

'  From  what  I  have  fald.  Sir,  I  think  I  may 
juftly  conclude,  there  is  no  fuch  thing  as  a  too 
low  natural  intereft  of  money  *,  and  therefore, 
with  refpedt  to  the  natural  intereft  of  money  in 
general,  there  can  be  no  fuch  thing  as  a  mode- 
rate rate.     It  is  a  term  to  be  made  ufe  of  only 
when  we  talk  of  the  common  intereft  in  diffe- 
rent countries,  or  of  the  intereft  paid  by  different 
private  men  ;  and  as  that  man  who  has  money 
at  the  moft  moderate,  that  is  to  fay,  the  loweft 
rate  of  intereft,  is  the  happieft  and  moft  thriving 
man,  fo  that  country  where  the  common  intereft 
is  at  the  moft  moderate,  or  loweft  rate,  is  the 
happieft  and  moft  thriving  country.     Therefore, 
every  nation  ought  to  endeavour  as  much  as 
poftible   to   bring  down   the   common   rate,    I 
■  mean  the  natural^  not  the  legal  rate  of  intereft, 
'  among  them,  in  order,  as  Mr.  Locke  has  well 
'  obferved,  that  their  rich  neighbours  may  not  be 
'  able  to  underfell  them  \  which  they  certainly  can 
'  and  will  do,  if  they  can  borrow  money  at  a  lefs 

•  intereft  •,  as  was,  I  think,  fully  demonftrated 
'  by  my  worthy  friend  in  the  beginning  of  this 
'  debate  ♦,  and  the  fuppofition  he  then  made,  that 

•  a  man  w^ill  always  expedl  to  make  by  any  trade 
'  double  what  he  pays,  or  may  have,  by  way  of 
'  intereft  for  the  money  employed  in  that  trade, 
^  was  fo  far  from  being  extravagant,  that  I  rather 

'  think 
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'  think  it  was  too  modeft  ;  for  in  carrying  on  any 
^  trade  or  bufinefs  in  partnerfhip,  where  one  con- 

*  tributes  only  his  fkill  and  induftry,  and  the 
'  other  the  whole  ftock  neceflary  for  carrying  it 
'  on,  there  is  nothing  more  common  than  an 
'  agreement  to  divide  the  profits  between  them, 
'  though  he  who  furnifhes  the  ftock  generallv^ 
'  runs  the  whole  rifk  ;  therefore  I  think  it  is  but 
'  reaConable,  that  a  man  who  borrows  money  at 

*  intereft  for  carrying  on  any  trade  or  bufinefs  by 

*  his  fole  {kill  and  induftry,  fhould  have  as  great 

*  a  fhare  of  the  profits  as  he  who  lends  his  money 

*  without  running  any  riik  ;  for  in  fuch  cafes, 
'  the  lender  has  always  the  borrower's  obligation, 

*  and  fometimes  a  pledge^  or  fome  other  collateral 
^  afilirance,    for  fecuring   the  repayment   of  the 

*  money  with  a  certain  profit,  come  of  the  trade 

*  what  will.    And  if  a  man  employs  his  own  mo- 

*  ney  as  well  as  his  fkill  and  induftry,  he  will  cer- 

*  tcLinly  exped,  befides  the  common  rate  of  inte- 
'  reft  for  his  money,  as  great  a  reward  at  leaft  for 

*  his  ikWl  and  induftry,  as  he  who  has  no  money 
'  could  exped  ;  for  we  always  find  that  the  richer 

*  a  man  is,    the  greater  value  he  puts  upon  his 

*  fkill  and  induftry.  From  which  confidcrations 
'  I   muft  conclude,    that  8  per  Cent,  per  Annum 

*  is  the  leaft  overcharge  we  can  reckon  upon  our 
'  manufadures  at  every  foreign  market,  above 
'  thofe  of  the  fame  kind  and  goodriefs,  which 
'  are,  carried  thither  from  Holland^  or  even  from 
'  Franee. 

*  With  refped  to  the  latter,  'tis  true.  Sir,  thc: 
'  legal  intereft  is  there  as  high  as  in  this  country, 

*  but  t\\i  natural  intereft  of  money  between  man 

*  and  man,  is,  by  the  beft  information  I  can 
<  have,    at  a  much  lower  rate.      In  Franee  they 

*  have  the  bad  or  the  good  fortune  not  to  have 
'  much  publick  credit.      Their  publick  funds  are 

*  below  par,  even  reckoning  the  intereft  at  5  per 
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Cent,  and  the  government  can  never  borrow  at 
that  rate  \  but  if  I  am  rightly  informed,  there 
is  great  plenty  of  money  to  be  lent  upon  private 
credit,  and  even  upon  perfona!  fecurity  ;  info- 
much  that  the  brokers  or  fcriveners  in  that  coun- 
try are  continually  employed  by  the  lenders  to 
feek  out  for  the  borrowers,  the  confequence  of 
which  is,  that  a  merchant  or  manufadurer  may 
there  borrow  money  for  a  long  term  below  the 
legal  intereft,  and  upon  his  perfonal  fecurity,  or 
perhaps  getting  another  to  join  with  him,  and 
bills  are  often  difcounted  at  the  rate  of  3  per 
Cent,  both  Vs^hich  are  a  great  advantage  to  the 
trade  of  that  kingdom,  efpecially  the  former, 
becaufe  it  encourages  merchants  and  manufadlu- 
rers  to  launch  out  upon  any  proje(5l  of  trade,, 
m.uch  beyond  their  own  proper  ftock  of  ready 
money.  In  this  country  it  is  quite  otherwifco 
Our  publick  credit  is  much  better  than  our  pri- 
vate ;  for  if  we  except  the  difcounting  of  bills, 
which  is  tranfaded  between  merchant  and  mer- 
chant, or  between  a  merchant  and  his  bankerj^ 
there  is  hardly  any  private  credit,  properly 
fpeaking,  in  the  nation :  I  fay,  properly  fpeak- 
ing,  becaufe  v/hen  a  mortgage  or  pledge  is 
given,  there  is  properly  no  credit  given  to  the 
borrower.  We  have  hardly  any  fuch  thing,  efpe- 
cially here  about  London^  as  money  lent  for  a 
long  term  upon  perfonal  fecurity  at  5  per  Cent, 
and  even  mofl  bills,  I  am  afraid,  are  difcounted 
at  a  premium  much  above  that  rate.  I  believe 
I  may  appeal  to  all  the  brokers  and  fcriveners 
about  London^  if  they  are  ever  applied  to  by 
any  lender  of  money,  to  find  them  out  a  perfon 
who  will  borrow  their  money  upon  perfonal  fe- 
curity at  the  legal  intereft.  This  makes  it  im- 
pofTible  for  any  man  to  launch  out  upon  the 
moft  hopeful  projedl  farther  than  his  own  ftock 
of  ready   money   will   reach  ;    becaufe,    if  he 

'  Ihould 
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'  fhould  by  good  luck  find  a  friend  to  lend  him 

'  money  at  the  beginning,  that  friend   may  die, 

*  or  may  have  occafion  for  the  money,  before  he 
'  can  fpare  it  from  the  trade  he  has  undertaken  ; 
'  in  which  cafe  he  muft  be  entirely  ruined,  unkfs 

*  he  can  meet  with  fuch  another  friend,  which  'ris 
'  ten  to  one  if  he  does. 

'  By  this  we  may  fee  the  great  advantage  the 

*  French  have  over  us,  by  means  of  the  low  na- 
'  tural  rate  of  intereft,  and  great  plenty  of  pri- 
'  vate  credit  in  that  country.     'Tis  true,  the  ad- 

*  vantage  this  way  is  not,  I  believe,  equal  in 
^  France  to  what  it  is  in  Holland  i  but  in  France 
*-  it  is,  I  reckon,  equal  to  4  per  Cent,  -per  Annum 
'  at    leaft,    which   is   fufficient   to    deftroy  every 

*  branch  of  our  trade  in  which  they  can  rival  us. 
'  And  as  to  the  conveniency  of  their  ports,  I  am 
'  furprized  to  hear  it  faid  we  can  carry  on  any 
'  trade  in  the  Mediterranean^  fo  cheap  or  fo  eafi- 
^  ly,  as  the  French  can  do  at  their  ports  of  Mar- 
'  feilles  and  Thoulon  •,  or  that  we  can  carry  on  a 
'  trade  with  Portugal^  or  any  part  of  Spain  with- 

*  out  the  Streights^  fo  cheap  as  the  French  can 
'  do  from  their  ports  on  the  Bay  of  Bifcay.    Then 

*  as  to  our  own  wool,  I  wifh  with  all  my   heart 

*  we  could  render  the  exportation  of  it  impradi- 

*  cable  ;  but,  I  believe,  the  only  eftectnai  way  of 
'  doing  fo  is,    to   enable  our  manufadurers  and 

*  merchants  to  work  it  up  at  home,  and  fell  it 
'  fo  wrought  up  In  foreign  markets,  as  cheap  aa 
'  fuch  manufactures  can  be  fold  by  any  of  our 
'  neighbours  ;  for  If  we  fhould  once  lofe  the  fale 
'  of  fuch  manufii5lure3  at  foreign  markets,  we 
'  cannot  make  ufe  of  all  our  wool  in  workino;  up 
'  manufactures  for  home  confumpt ;  and  if  we 
'  cannot  work  It  all  up  at  home,  it  will,  like  Spa- 
'  niJJj  gold  and  filver,   nnd  its  way   out,    in  fpite 

*  of  the  fevereft  laws,  and  the  greateit  care  we 
'  can  take  for  preventing  it.     Our  laws  will  then 

N  4-  '  fervc 


Parl  iamentary     a.  1737. 

ferve  only  for  running  down  the  price  upon  the 
farmer ;  for  as  he  muft  fell,  if  he  cannot  find  a 
buyer  at  home,  he  muft  take  what  price  he  can 
get  from  the  fmuggling  exporter,  who  in  that 
cafe  will  be  fure  to  make  the  farmer  pay  for  the 
rifk  he  runs  in  exporting. 
^  Now,    Sir,    as  to  taxes,    I  Ihall  grant,    the 
taxes  both  in  France  and  Holland  are  extreamly 
heavy,  but  I  doubt  much  if  they  are  fo  heavy 
upon,  or  fo  inconvenient  to  trade,  in  either  of 
thefe  countries  as  in  this.     I  know  It  is  gene- 
rally thought  the  Dutch  have  great  taxes  upon 
trade,  and  heavy  excifes  ;  but,  properly  fpeak- 
ing,  they  have  neither  the  one  nor  the  other. 
Their  taxes  are  all  upon  the  confumpt,  and  are 
generally  raifed,  not  at  the  time  of  importation, 
but  upon  their  being  carried  to  market  and  fold 
for  retail  or  confumptlon  in  the  country  •,  for 
as  every  province,  and  every  city  or  town,  is  a 
fort  of  fovereignty  within  itfelf,  and  raifes,  as 
well  as  impofes,  moft  of  the  taxes  and  duties 
paid  by  the  people,  goods,  upon  importation^ 
pay  but  very  fmail  duties,  or  rather  fees  ;    the 
high  duties  are  all  paid  upon  their  being  brought 
into  any  of  their  cities  or  villages  for  retail  or 
confumptlon  \  and  the  nature  of  their  country 
makes  it  eafy  for  them  to  raife  thofe  duties  with- 
er: t  fending  officers  into  every  retailer -s  (hop,  or 
fubje6ling  their  people  to  what  we  call  the  laws 
of  exclfe.      I    nt&d    not    defcend  further   into 
particulars,  it  will  be  eafy  from  what  I  have 
faid,  to  fee  that  the  taxes  in  Holland  cannot  be 
fo  troublefome  or  expenfive  to  the  merchant- 
importer,  or  to  the  retailer,  as  the  taxes  In  rhis 
country  •,    and    If   we    examine   into  the  taxes 
impofed    by    their    feveral    little    foverelgnties, 
we  fhall  find,  great  care  has  beeu  taken  not  to 
impofe  any  tax  which  may  inhance  the  price  of 
their  manufadlures.     In  France  again  they   are 

^  fubjea 
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*  fubjedl  to  great  inconveniencies,  with  refped  to 
'  fmuggling,  as  well  as  we  *,  but,  except  their 
^  taille^  I  do  not  know  that  they  have  any  tax  fo 
'  troublefome  to  the  people  as  our  exclfes  are. 

*  Their  taille^  indeed,  is  fuited  to  the  nature  of 
'  their  monarchy,  it  is  arbitrary  •,  but  then  their 

*  gentlemen  are  not  fubjec^  to  it,  nor  have  they 
*'  any   land  tax,    but  in  time  of  war,   and  even 

*  then  it  is  but  two  JJjillings  in  the  pound.     As  for 

*  their  other  taxes,  there  are,  I  believe,  none  of 
'  them,  except  that  upon  fait,  fo  high  as  the  like 
^  taxes  in  this  country  ;   nor  have  they  fo  many 

*  of  them  :  They  have  no  tax  upon  light,  heat, 
'  or  air  ;  I  mean,  they  have  no  tax  upon  candles, 
'  upon  firing,  or  upon  windows,  fo  far  as  I  have 

*  ever  heard  \  nor  have  they  any  tax  upon  foap, 
'  becaufe  they  know  it  is  a  material  neceflary  for 
'  every  fort  of  manufacture.     Even  upon  wine 

*  they  have  no  tax,  unlefs  it  be  brought  into  fome 

*  city  for  fale  •,  and  therefore,  in  villages  and 
'  country  places,  their  people  may  drink  the  befl: 

*  of  French  wines  as  cheap  as  our  people  can 
■^  drink  common  beer  *,  and  fmall  wines  they  may 
'  have  almoft  as  cheap  as  our  people  can  have 
'  fmall  beer. 

'  But,  Sir,  without  taking  any  notice  of  fuch 
^  particulars,  we  may  be  afllired,  that  the  people 

*  of  this  kingdom  are  more  heavily  taxed,  than 

*  the  people  of  France^  only  by  comparing  the 
'  total  amount  of  the  publick  revenues  in  France 
'  with  the  total  amount  of  the  publick  revenues 
'  here  at  home.  In  France^  the  total  yearly  a- 
'  mount  of  the  publick  revenue  is  computed  to 
'  be  about  two  hundred  millions  of  livres^  which  is 
^  but  a  little  more  than  nine  millions  fterling  •, 
'  and  let  any  man  look  back  upon  the  annual  re- 

*  folutions  of  our  committee  of  fupply,  and  add 
^  to  that  the  real  produce  of  the  civil  lift  revenue, 
^  and  the  produce  of  that  revenue  which  is  ap- 

*  propriated 
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propriated  to  pay  the  intereft  and  principal  of 
our  debts,  he  will  find,  that  in  Britain  alone, 
I  may  fay  in  England  alone,  we  have  for  ma- 
ny years  raifed  above  fix  milliGns  yearly,  and 
often  above  Jeven  \  which  is  above  two  thirds  of 
what  is  raifed  in  France  yearly  ;  and,  I  am  fure, 
no  man  v/ill  fay,  that  in  the  whole  kingdom  of 
France^  there  is  but  one  third  more  people  than 
in  England  alone.  From  hence,  Sir,  proceeds 
the  dearnefs  of  labour,  and  of  provifions  in 
England',  it  is  not  from  our  having  a  greater 
plenty  of  ready  money  ;  for  if  ready  money 
Vv'ere  more  plentiful  in  this  country,  than  in 
France^  the  natural  Intereft  of  money  would  be 
lower  here  than  it  is  there. 
'  When  I  con(ider  thefe  things,  Sir,  and  when 
I  compare  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  trade  of 
Europe  with  what  it  Vv'as  forty  years  ago,  I  am 
really  aftonidied  to  hear  It  pretended,  that  the 
trade  of  this  nation  is  in  as  flourifhing  a  condi- 
tion as  ever  it  v/as.  Forty  years  ago,  we  had 
no  rival  in  the  Eaft -India  trade  but  the  Dutch  \ 
nov/  there  is  hardly  a  nation  in  Europe  but  in- 
terferes with  us  in  that  trade  :  Then,  the  French 
liad  little  or  no  trade  in  "Tm'key^  Spain^  or  Por- 
tugaL^  nor  exported  any  woollen  manufadlures 
to  either  y  now,  they  greatly  interfere  with  us 
in  every  one  of  them,  and  export  to  each,  great 
quantities  of  woollen  manufactures.  Then,  we 
had  no  rivals  in  the  fugar  trade  •,  now,  the 
French  not  only  interfere  with  us,  but,  I  am 
afraid,  have  out-done  us  :  Is  not  every  country 
in  Europe  now  fetting  up  manufactures  of  all 
kinds  ;  and,  confequently,  can  we  fay  it  is  pof- 
fible  for  us  now  to  find  fuch  a  fale  for  our  raa- 
nufac5lures  as  we  found  at  that  time.''  In  fhort. 
Sir,  if  it  were  not  for  our  colonies  and  planta- 
tions in  the  Weft-Indies^  and  the  exports  we  are 
enabled  to  make  by  their  means,  I  am  convin- 

'  ced. 
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ced,  the  general  balance  of  trade  would  be  en- 
tirely againft  us  •,  and  if  that  fhould  ever  come 
to  be  our  cafe,  as  we  have  no  mines  of  gold 
or  filver,  we  would  foon  have  very  little  of  ei- 
ther of  thefe  metals  amongft  us  •,  the  confe- 
quence  of  which  would  be,  a  ftagnation  of  all 
forts  of  trade  and  manufadiure,  and  the  depar- 
ture of  mod  of  our  mechanicks  and  tradefmen. 
'  It  is  with  regret.  Sir,  I  have  taken  fo  much 
notice  of  our  circum (lances,  and  the  melancho- 
ly confequences  they  may  be  attended  with  ; 
but  fome  people  are  fo  apt  to  afcribe  every  thing 
that  has  happened,  or  may  happen,  to  the  lux- 
ury, extravagance,  and  idlenefs  of  our  people, 
that  I  thought  myfelf  obliged,  in  juftice  to  my 
countrymen  and  fellow- fubjecls,  to  fhew  that, 
if  any  notable  misfortune  does  happen  to  us,  it 
will  not  proceed  from  their  luxury,  extrava- 
gance, or  idlenefs,  but  from  the  difficulties  they 
are  expofed  to,  by  means  of  the  intereft  of  mo- 
ney's being  higher,  and  the  taxes  heavier,  in 
this  country,  than  in  thofe  which  are  our  rivals 
in  trade  and  naval  power ;  and  as  I  have  done 
it  with  the  fole  viev/  of  fhewing  the  proper  and 
the  only  methods  for  extricating  ourfelves  out  of 
thofe  difficulties,  I  hope  every  man  who  has  a 
true  regard  for  his  country  will  excufe  me. 
'  That  the  lowering  of  intereft  raifes  the  price, 
and  encourages  the  improvement  of  lands,  is 
a  maxim  fo  generally  received,  and  was  fo  clear- 
ly demonftrated  by  my  worthy  friend  in  the 
beginning  of  this  debate,  that  I  am  almoft 
afhamed  to  add  any  thing  farther  upon  the  fub- 
je(5l  •,  but.  Sir,  I  mull  beg  leave  to  anfvver  fome 
of  the  objedions  made  againft  it.  As  to  the 
price  of  lands,  it  mud  necefTarily  flill  or  rife, 
very  near  in  proportion  as  the  intereft  of  money 
rifes  or  falls  ;  becaufe,  if  a  man  can  make 
a  great  deal  more  annual  profit  by  purchafing 
I  '  lands, 
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lands,  than  by  lending  money,  every  man  will 
purchafe,  no  man  will  lend;  which  muft  of 
courfe  raife  the  price  of  lands,  as  well  as  the 
natural  intereft  of  money,  till  they  come  near 
upon  a  par  with  one  another.  And  furely  the 
raifing  the  value  of  a  man's  eftate  muft  add  to 
his  riches  ;  for  no  man  fells  in  order  to  employ 
his  money  at  intereft,  unlefs  upon  a  fudden  rife 
of  the  natural  intereft  of  money,  as  happened 
to  be  the  cafe,  immediately  after  the  Revolu- 
tion, occafioned  by  the  great  funis  then  borrow- 
ed at  a  high  intereft  by  the  publick.  What 
makes  a  man  fell,  is  generally  to  pay  off  a 
mortgage,  or  in  order  to  divide  his  eftate  a- 
mong  his  children  -,  in  either  of  whkh  cafes  he 
has  a  great  advantage  by  the  rife  of  the  com- 
mon price  of  lands.  A  man  who  has  10,000/. 
mortgage  upon  1000/.  a  year  eftate,  muft  fell  a 
moiety  of  his  eftate  to  pay  off  that  mortgage, 
when  intereft  is  at  5  per  Cent,  and  lands  fell  at 
twenty  years  purchafe ;  but  if  intereft  ftiould 
fall  to  2  i  per  Cent,  and  lands  ftiould  of  confe- 
quence  come  to  fell  at  forty  years  purchafe, 
which  I  am  told  is  now  the  common  price  in. 
fome  parts  of  Italy ^  the  landed  gentleman  might 
then  clear  his  eftate  of  the  mortgage,  by  the 
felc  of  one  fourth  part  of  it.  And  if  a  man 
fells  his  eftate  to  divide  it,  I  ftiall  fuppofe,  a- 
mong  four  children  •,  furely  a  fon  in  trade  with 
10,000/.  or  a  daughter  with  10,000/.  and  mar- 
ried to  a  merchant,  may  pufti  any  trade  fur- 
ther, and  confequently  be  more  beneficial  to 
themfelves  as  well  as  to  their  country,  than  if 
they  had  but  5000/.  each.  Nay,  if  it  be  ne- 
cellary,  that  gentlemen  m  England  muft  always 
be  called,  or  defer ve  the  name  of  Idlemen,  as 
they  are  called  in  Holland.,  fuch  a  gentleman  will 
have  the  fame  revenue  out  of  10,000/.  when 
intereft  is  at  2  i  per  Cent.,  as  he  could  have  in 

'  the 
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*  the  fame  idle  way  from  5000/.  at  5  p€r  Cent. 

*  Intereft. 

'  As  to  the  improvement  of  land,  the  only  ob- 

*  jedlion  that  has  been  made  to  it,  is,   that  the 

*  price  of  labour  and  materials,  fit  for  improve- 

*  ment,  will  rife  in  proportion  to  the  fall  of  in- 
^  tereft  5   but  this.   Sir,   will  not  hold  ;    for  the 

*  price  of  nothing  that  can  be  imported  will  rife 

*  in  proportion   to  the  fall  of  intereft  i  the  only 

*  reafon  why  the  price  of  lands  rifes  in  that  pro- 
'  portion,  being,  becaufe  they  cannot  be  import- 
'  ed.     As  to  labour,  whenever  its  price  begins  to 

*  rife,   workmen  and  labourers  of  all  kinds  will 

*  flock  in  upon  you  from  countries  where  labour 
'  is  cheap  •,  and  as  to  all  forts  of  naaterials  and 

*  provifions,    fince   they  may  be  imported  from 

*  other  countries,  your  home  produce  can  never 

*  fell  for  more  than  fuch  commodities  can  be  im- 

*  ported  and  fold  for-,  unlefs  you  fhould  prohi- 

*  bit,    or  load  with  duties,    the   importation   of 

*  thofe  materials  or  provifions,  which  are  ne^efla- 

*  ry  for  the  improvement  of  your  lands,  or^  the 
'  fubfiftence  of  your  poor ;  which  no  nation, 
'  furely,  will  ever  be  mad  enough  to  do. 

'  After  having  heard  fuch  eftablifhed  maxims 

*  in  trade  controverted,  I  hardly  believed  the  gen- 
'  tlemen  of  the  other  fide  of  the  queftion  would 
'  have  admitted  any  thing  in  this  debate  j  but,  I 
'  find.  Sir,  they  do  admit,  that  by  the  redudlion 
*■  propofed,  the  nation  may  get  rid  of  debt  three 

*  years  fooner,  or  may  abolifh  fome  of  our  mofl 
'  heavy  taxes,  and  yet  get  entirely  rid  of  debt  al- 
'  moft  as  foon.  However,  they  have  endeavour- 
'  ed  to  vilify  this  advantage  as  much  as  pofTible, 

*  and,  therefore,  I  muft  give  you  the  trouble  to 

*  hear  it  ftated  in  its  true  light.     In  order  to  4o 

*  this,  I  muft  obferve,  that  every  tax  laid  upon 
'  any  commodity,  raifes  the  price  of  that  com- 

*  modity  a  great  deal  higher  than  the  value  of  the 

*  tax 
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*  tax  laid  upon  it ;  becaufe  the  merchant  or  re- 

*  taller  muft  be  paid  for  the  rifk  and  intereft  of 

*  that  money  which  he  pays  for  the  tax,  as  well 

*  as  of  that  money  which  he  pays  for  the  prime 

*  cofl:  of  the  commodity  :  And  I  muft  Jikewife 

*  obferve,  that  the  expences  of  colledting  every 

*  tax  are  all  paid  by  the  people ;  fo  that  upon  all 

*  our  cuftoms  and  excifes  in  general,  I  may  com- 

*  pute,  the  people  pay  about  one  third  more  than 

*  the   nett  produce  brought  in  to   the  publick. 

*  Now  as  the  intereft  now  paid  yearly  upon  all  our 
'  publick  debts,  and  the  finking  fund  together, 
'  amount  to  above  three  milliGns  yearly,  I  muft 
'  reckon,   that  towards  raifing  this  nett  fum,  the 

*  people  pay  yearly  four  millions  \  fo  that  if  by  redu- 

*  cing  the  intereft  upon  all  our  publick  funds  to  3 

*  per  Cent,  and  continuing  all  our  taxes  till  the 
'  whole  be  paid  off,  the  nation  do  get  entirely  rid 

*  of  debt  three  years  fooner  than  we  can  do  if  the 

*  intereft  be  continued  at  four^  our  people  will 

*  fave  the  value  of  this  annuity  for  three  years ; 

*  and  as  an  annuity  of  four  millions  for  three  years 

*  at  4  per  Cent,  compound  intereft,  amounts  to 

*  12,486,400/.  we  muft  reckon,  that  by  this 
'  redudtion,  the  people  of  this  nation  will  fave 

*  that  whole  fum  ;  a  faving  which,  I  hope,  wil! 

*  not  appear  inconfiderable,  however  trifling  the 
'  three  years  difference,  as  to  the  time  of  getting 

*  entirely  rid  of  our  debts,  may  appear. 

'  But  fuppofe.  Sir,  that  upon  the  redudlion  of 

*  intereft,  we  fhould  abolifh  taxes  equal  in  yearly 
'  amoimt  to  that  annual  faving.  As  the  amount 
'  or  yearly  produce  of  the  taxes  upon  foap  and 

*  candles  comes  neareft  to  this  faving,  I  fhall  fup- 
^  pofe  them  to  be  aboliftiedo  Thefe  two  taxes 
'  produced  in  the  year  ending  at  Midfttmmer  laft, 

*  about  365000/.  nett;  fo  that,  including  the 
'  expences  of  management,  I  reckon  there  was 
'  about  40O5OO0/.  raifed  upon  the  people  ;  and 

*  as 
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*  as  the  advanced  price  upon  both  thefe  commodi- 

*  ties  is  reckoned  near  double  the  value  of  the  tax: 
'  Jaid  upon  them,  I  am  fure,  I  may  reckon,  the  peo- 

*  pie  pay  at  lead  600,000/.  a  year  on  account  of 
'  thefe  two  taxes  -,  which  is  an  annuity  they  are 

*  to  get  free  from  by  this  redudlion  twenty-five 

*  years  fooner  than  they  can  do,    if  intereft  be 

*  continued  at  4  per  Cent.     But  an  annuity  of 

*  600,000/.  a  year  for  twenty-five  years,  at  4  per 

*  C^f//.compound  intereft, amounts  to  24,98  7, 540/. 

*  In  this  cafe,  as  the  nation  will  continue  in  debt 

*  tzvo  years  and  a  half  longer  than  if  things  fhould 
'  continue  upon  their  prefent  footing,  we  muft 

*  dedud  from  this  fum  the  annuity  which  the 
'  people  are  to  pay  for  that  time  ;  which  annuity 
'  will  confift  of  the  prefent  finking  fund,  being 

*  about  1,150,000/.  and  the  intereft  upon  our 
'  prefent  debt  at  3  per  Cent,  being  about 
'  1,440,000/.  fuppofing  our  debts  to  amount  to 
^  forty-eight  millions.     Thefe  two  fums  added  to- 

*  gether  make  2,590,000/.  to  which  add  a  third 
'  more,  and  it  makes  above  3,450,000/.  which 

*  is  the  annuity  the  people  are  to  pay  for  two 
^  years  and  a  half  longer  than  they  would  other- 

*  wife  do  \  therefore,  as  I  have  faid,  this  annuity 

*  for  that  time  at  3  per  Cent,  compound  intereft, 
'  being  near  8,730,000/.  muft  be  deduded  from 
'  24,987,540/.  and  the  remaining  fum,  which  is 
'  above  16,250,000/.  is  the  fum  our  people  will 

*  fave  by  a  redudion  of  intereft,    and  immedi- 

*  ately  aboliftiing  the  taxes  upon  foap  and  candles ; 
^  and  this  faving  will,  I  hope,  be  looked  on  as  a 

*  fufficient  atonement  for  our  continuing  tivo  years 
'  and  a  half  longer  in  debt. 

*-  I  beg  pardon.  Sir,  for  making  fo  much  ufe 
^  of  calculation,  but  upon  this  fubjec^  it  is  impof- 

*  fible  to  argue  without  figures,  and  as  there  is 
'  nothing  myfterious  or  uncommon  in  the  calcula- 

*  tions  I  have  made  ufe  of,  I  lione  grentlemen  will 

*■  forgive 
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forgive  me  ;  for  from  thefe  calculations  the  ad- 
vantage the  nation  will  reap  from  the  redudlion 
only,  is  made  manifeft  beyond  contradidlion  ; 
and  now  I  fhall  examine  the  pretended  dlfad- 
vantages.  In  the  iirft  place,  we  are  told,  our 
noble  families  and  landed  gentlemen  mud  ruiii 
their  eftates,  in  order  to  provide  for  their  younger 
children  ;  as  if  it  were  abfolutely  neceflary  the 
younger  children  of  all  landed  gentlemen  fhould 
be  bred  up  to  idlenefs,  in  order  to  live  like  fine 
gentlemen  and  ladies  upon  the  intereft  of  their 
money.  Sir,  this  is  fo  far  from  being  neceflary, 
that  we  certainly  ought  to  prevent  it,  if  pofTible  ; 
and  the  only  way  of  preventing  it  is,  to  lower 
the  common  rate  of  intereft :  The  younger  fon 
of  the  beft  nobleman  in  the  kingdom  may  make 
as  good  a  figure,  and,  I  am  fure,  may  be  much 
more  ferviceable  to  his  country,  by  being  bred 
up  a  merchant,  than  by  being  bred  up  to  fol- 
low plays  and  operas  in  town,  or  fox-hounds 
and  horfe-matches  in  the  country.  But,  fup- 
pofe  that  every  landed  gentleman  fhould  be 
obliged  to  give  his  younger  children  greater  for- 
tunes ;  if  he  is  frugal,  and  has  a  mind  to  pro- 
vide for  them  by  a  narrow  way  of  living,  he 
will  fave  a  great  deal  more  yearly  in  the  expence 
of  his  family,  by  the  aboliihing  of  fome  of  our 
moft  heavy  taxes,  by  which  he  will  be  ena- 
bled to  give  them  greater  fortunes.  If  he  hasr 
a  mind  to  leave  them  a  mortgage  upon  his 
eftate,  a  proportionable  addition  to  their  for- 
tunes will  be  no  additional  burden  upon  his 
eftate ;  for  as  the  total  value  of  his  eftate  muft 
increafe  in  proportion,  and  the  yearly  value 
likewife  may  probably  be  much  improved,  a 
mortgage  of  20,000/.  for  younger  childrens 
portions,  when  intereft  is  reduced  to  3  -per 
Ce7it,  and  the  price  of  lands  raifed  to  above 
thirty-three  years  purchafe,   will  be  no  greater 

'  burden 
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*  burden  upon  an  eftate,   as  to  the  total  value, 

*  than  12,000/.  is,  now  that  intereft  is  at  5 
'  per  Cent,    and   the  price    of   lands  at   twenty 

*  years  purchafe  •,  and  as  to  the  intereft  money, 

*  furely  600/.  a  year,  the  intereft  of  20,000/. 
'  at  3  per  Cent,  can  be  no  greater  charge  upon 
'  the  improved  rent  of  an  eftate,  than  600/.  a 
'  year,   the  intereft  of   i^ooo/.  at  5  per  Cent, 

*  upon  the  prefent  rent  of  the  fame  eftate,  with- 

*  out  any  improvement. 

'  To  pretend,  Sir,  that  all  branches  of  trade 
'  are,  or  can  be  overftock'd,  is  a  very  great  mif- 

*  take,  and  a  very  dangerous  miftake,  if  it  ftiould 

*  ever  obtain  fo  much  credit  as  to  influence  the 
'  publick  meafures  of  a  country  ;  tor  no  fort  of 

*  trade  or  bufinefs  relating  to  the  exports  of  a 

*  country  can  be  overftocked  *,  but,  on  the  con- 

*  trary,  the  more  there  are  of  every  fuch  trade  or 

*  bufinefb,  the  cheaper  the  commodities  they  ma- 

*  nufadture  or  deal  in  will  be  fold  in  rbreign  mar- 

*  kets,  and  the  cheaper  they  are  fold,  the  more 
'  of  them  will  be  fold,  the  more  certainly  will 
'  you  prevent  foreigners  from  interfering  with 
'  you  in  the  trade  *,  which  will  always  be  a  bene- 
'  fit  to  the  nation  in  general,  though  not  fo  ad- 
'  vantageous  to  the  particular  perfons  concerned. 
'  I  fhall  fuppofe,  for  example's  fake  only,  that 
'  the  original  materials  of  a  hat  fold  beyond  feas 
'  for  a  guinea^  do  not  coft  above  /even  flnllings^ 
'  and  that  the  other  fourteen  fljillings  are  divided 
'  between  the  workmen  for  their  labour-,  the  maf- 
'  ter-manufadurer  for  his  profit,  and  his  trouble 
'  in  employing  thofe  workmen  *,  and  the  mer- 
'  chant- exporter,  for  his  profit,  and  trouble  in 
'  exporting  :  If  you  fhould,  by  incrcafmg  the 
^  number  of  workmen  and  dealers  in  this  way, 
'  bring  the  workmen  to  work  for  a  fourth  part 
'  lefs  wages,    and   the  mafter-manufadurer,    and 

*  merchant-exporter,  to  deal  for  a  fourth  part  lefs 

Vol.  XV.  O  '  profit. 
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<  profit,  that  hat  would  then  be  fold  in  a  foreign 

*  market  for  ijs.  6d.  and  if  by  felling  fo  cheap 

*  you  fhould  engrofs  the  market,  you  would  pro- 
'  bably  fell  two  hats  for  every  one  you'  now  fell ; 

*  fo  that  for  every  guinea  now  returned  to  the  na- 

*  tion,  there  would  then  be  3 55.  returned,   and 

*  double  the  workmen  employ 'd  ;  with  this  addi- 

*  tional  advantage,  that  you  would  much  more 
^  certainly  preferve  that  trade  than  you  can  do  at 

<  prefent.  Thus  it  appears  that  the  workmen  and 
'  dealers  in  any  fuch  branch  of  trade  can  never 

*  be  too  numerous,  and  therefore,  the  trade  can 

*  never   be   overftocked,    unlefs    we    fuppofe   it 

*  poflible  that  one  nation  might  have  more  of 
'  fuch  dealers  and  workmen  than  would  be  fuffici- 

*  ent  to  ferve  the  whole  world.     'Tis  true,  all 

*  thofe  profeflions  and  branches  of  trade  not  any 

*  way  concerned  in  export,  may  be  overftocked  ; 

*  but  even  with  refpedt  to  them,  the  more  there 

*  are  the  better,  and  the  cheaper  our  people  will 

*  be  ferved  ;  and  when  they  are  very  much  over- 

*  flocked,  thofe  who  cannot  live  by  the  bufmefs 
'  they  were  bred  to,  will  feek  for  employment 
'  in  fome  other  way,    and  few  or  none  of  the 

*  rifing  generation  will  be  bred  to  that  fort  of  bu- 

*  finefs  ;  therefore  the  publick  has  very  little  con- 
'  cern  about  the  overftocking  of  any  branch  of 

*  trade  ♦,  their  care  ought  to  be  to  force  as  many 

*  of  their  people  into  trade  as  pofTible,  and  then, 

*  like  a  good  general  of  an  army,  to  take  fpeclal 

*  care  that  their  enemies  or  rivals  fhall  gain  no  ac- 

*  cidental  or  artful  advantage  of  them,    in  any 

*  branch  of  trade  in  which  they  are  or  may  be 
'  employed. 

'  As  to  farming,  I  believe,   there  is  no  great 

*  danger  that  many  of  our  gentlemens  fons  would 

*  betake  themfelves  to  that  fort  of  bufinefs,  let 

*  us  reduce  intereft  to  what  we  will  ;  but  if  they 
^  ihould,  it  would  not  furely  be  a  difadvantage  to 

*  our 
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*  our  landholders  to  have  rich  tenants,  or  to  have 

*  more  bidders  for  the  leafes  of  their  farms.     The 

*  richer  the  tenants  are,  the  more  able  will  they 

*  be  to  improve  their  farms,  and  the  more  punc- 

*  tually  will  the  rent  be  paid  *,  and  the  more  bid- 
'  ders  there  are,  the  more  eafily  may  the  landlord 

*  raife  his  rent ;  fo  that  this  is  one  of  the  ftrongeft 

*  arguments  for  fhewing  that  a  low  intereft  will 
'  naturally  improve  the  yearly  value  of  our  land 
'  eftates.  Then  as  to  the  widows  and  orphans 
'  concerned  in  our  funds,  and  who  have  nothing 
'  elfe  to  depend  on  for  a  fubfiftence  ;  a  widow  or 

*  orphan  who  has  500/.  annuity  ftock,  will  after 
'  the  redu(ftion  have  15/.  a  year,  and  I  cannot 
'  think  any  perfon  that  has  15/.   a  year  certain, 

*  without  labour  or  toil,  can  be  reckoned  an  objed: 

*  of  companion,  becaufe  there  are  many  places  in 

*  England  where  a  fingle  perfon  may  live  com- 

*  fortably  upon  fuch  an  income.  But  fuppofe 
'  1000/.  ftock,    which  is  double  the  income.   If 

*  we  examine  the  lifts  before  us,  we  fhall  find 
'  many  of  the  perfons  in  thofe  lifts  have  fome- 
'  thing  elfe  to  truft  to  ;  and  if  there  were  none 

*  fuch,  the  number  of  them  can  bear  no  propor- 
'  tion  to  the  millions  of  poor  that  will  be  relieved 

*  by  aboliftiing  any  one  of  our  heavy  taxes,  nor 

*  ought  it  to  be  of  any  weight  in  our  deliberations 
^  upon  an  affair  in  which  the  prefervation  of  our 
^  trade  is  fo  eflentially  concerned. 

*^  Laftly,  Sir,  I  muft  take  notice  of  the  great 
'  difadvantage,  which,  'tis  pretended,  would  ac- 
'  crue  to  the  cities  o^  London  and  IVeftminfter^  anc 
'  the  counties  adjacent,  by  a  redudlon  of  the  in- 
'  tereft  payable  upon  the  publick  funds.  If  this 
'  redudion  fhould  happen  to  be  general  upon  all 

*  our  funds,  it  would  amount  to  about  400,000/. 
^  a  year  -,  let  us  fee  now  how  this  would  afTed  the 

*  trade  of  the  retailers,  farmers,  gardeners,  and 
\  tradefmen,    in  and  about  the  city  of  London. 
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Firft  we  mud  obferve,  there  is  at  lead  one  4th 
part  of  our  funds  belongs  to  perfons  who  re- 
fide  abroad  -,  fo  that  we  muft  dedu6t  at  lead 
100,000/.  from  this  400,000/.  and  then  there 
will  remain  but  300,000/.  Next  we  muft  ob- 
ferve, that  a  great  part,  by  far,  I  believe,  the 
greateft  part  of  our  funds  belong  to  perfons 
who  do  not  fpend  f,  fome  not  ^\  of  the  reve- 
nue they  have  from  thofe  funds  ;  and  fome  part 
of  them  belongs  to  perfons  v/ho  refide  for  the 
whole  or  greateft  part  of  the  year  in  diftant 
counties  ;  fo  that  upon  the  whole,  I  believe, 
I  may  reckon  there  is  not  above  j  part  of  this 
300,000/.  adually  fpent  yearly  in  or  about  Lsn- 
don  ;  therefore  the  moft  we  can  reckon  is,  that, 
by  this  reduction,  the  inhabitants  in  and  about 
London  will  lofe  the  taking  of  100,000/.  a  year, 
which  they  now  take  yearly  from  our  ftock- 
holders  for  wares  purchafed  out  of  their  fhops, 
farms,  or  gardens,  or  for  work  done  ;  but  as 
many  of  the  wares  purchafed  in  their  fhops 
either  come  from  abroad,  or  from  the  diftant 
counties  of  Britain^  therefore,  I  am  fure,  we 
may  reckon  the  inhabitants  in  and  about  London 
will  not  lofe  of  real  profit  or  wages  above 
50,000/.  a  year.  And  as  every  man  who  re- 
trenches his  expence,  begins  with  that  which  is 
the  moft  fuperfluous,  we  may  prefume  this  lofs 
will  fall  chiefly  upon  our  plays,  operas,  concerts, 
and  mafquerades  •,  in  which  cafe,  the  indulirious 
and  ufeful  part  of  the  inhabitants  v/ill  fuffer  lit- 
tle or  no  diminution  in  their  prefent  cuftom  or 
bufinefs. 

'  This,  Sir,  is  the  charge  ;  and  now  let  me 
turn  to  the  other  fide  of  the  account,  according 
as  it  will  ftand  by  the  propofition  my  worthy 
friend  has  made  to  us.  He  propofes,  that  if 
this  redudtion  fhould  take  place,  the  duties  upon 
candles,  foap,  coals  and  leather  fhould  be  taken 
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'  off.    I  fhall  fuppofe  only  the  two  firfl:  taken  off; 

*  becaufe  thefe  two  alone   will,    1  am  fure,    do 

*  much  more  than  balance  the  account.     I  have 

*  already  fhewn  that  the  people  of  England  pay  at 
'  leaft   60O5OO0/.   a  year   for  foap   and   candles, 

*  more  than  they  would   pay  if  there  were  no 

*  fuch  duties  ;  therefore  the  taking  off  thefe  du- 
'  ties  will  be  a  yearly  profit  of  600,000/.  a  year 
'  to  the  whole  people  of  England ;  and  as  the 
'  cities  of  London  and  Weftmtnfter^  Borough  of 
'  Southwark.,  and  counties  adjacent,  confume  more 
'  foap  and  candles  than  all  the  reft  of  the  king- 
'  dom,  or  at  leaft  pay  more  than  half  of  the 
'  yearly  produce  of  the  duties,  we  muft  reckon 
^  that  the  taking  off  thefe  two  duties  will  be 
'  a  yearly  faving,   and  confequently  a  yearly  pi-o- 

■  fit,  of  300,000/.  a  year  to  the  inhabitants  in 
'  and  about  London^  as  an  atonement  for  the 
'  50,000/.   a  year  they  are  to   lofe    by   the  re- 

*  dudion  of  intereft,  and  thereby  lefTening  the 
yearly  revenue,  and  confequently  the  expence  of 
our  ftockholders. 

'  But,  Sir,  as  this  faving  may  at  firft  view  ap- 
pear a  little  extraordinary,  I  muft  trouble  you 
with  another  computation,  to  ftiew  that  it  is  far 

*  from  being  imaginary.  Let  me  fuppofe  then, 
that  in  London^  Weftminfter^  Southwark^  and 
the  counties  adjacent,  there  is  but  a  million  of 
people  ;  300,000/.  a  year  divided  among  a  mil- 
lion of  perfons  comes  to  6s.  a  year  to  every  per- 
fon,  for  his  fliare  of  what  is  paid  on  account  of 
the  duties  on  foap  and  candles  ;  fo  that  a  man 
who  has  fix  perfons  in  his  family,  by  this  com- 
putation, is  prefumed  to  pay  but  36J  a  year 
on  account  of  thefe  two  duties  •,  and  confider- 
ing  that  for  every  pound  of  candles  he  buys, 
there  is  ^d.  laid  out  on  account  of  the  duty  ; 
and  for  every  pound  of  foap  he  buys,  or  is 
bought  on  his  account,  there  is  at  leaft  ^d.  \  laid 
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out  on  account  of  the  duty  ;  I  believe  this  com- 
putation will  not  appear  extravagant ;  for  it  is 
luppofing  him  to  con  fume  but  ten  or  twelve 
dozen  of  candles,  and  fix  or  (even  dozen  of 
foap,  which  I  think  is  the  leaft  we  can  fuppofe 
to  be  confumed  by  our  fhop-keepers  and  tradef- 
men,  one  with  another,  in  their  fliops,  kitch- 
ens, chambers,  and  working  houfes  From 
hence  it  is  evident,  that  the  inhabitants  in  and 
about  the  city  of  London  would  gain  250,000/. 
a  year  clear  profit  by  the  propofition  now  before 
us  ;  and  if  to  this  we  fhould  add  the  yearly  fa- 
ving,  and  confequently  yearly  profit,  that  would 
accrue  to  them,  by  abolifhing  the  duties  upon 
coals  and  leather,  I  am  amazed  hov/  any  citizen 
of  London^  not  deeply  concerned  in  ftocks,  can 
difapprove  of  fuch  a  proposition  ;  I  am  fure  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  made  it,  deferves 
their  thanks  in  the  mofl  publick  and  the  moil 
grateful  manner. 

'  The  two  ends  propofed  by  this  fcheme  are, 
'tis  true,  Sir,  cither  to  enable  us  to  pay  our 
debts  off  fooner  than  we  can  otherwife  do,  or 
to  give  an  immediate  relief  to  our  people,  by 
aboliiliing  fome  of  our  mod  heavy  taxes  ;  but 
thefe  two  ends  are  propofed  feparately,  or  rather 
disjundively,  and  not  jointly,  as  the  gentlemen 
of  the  other  fide  of  the  quefcion  have  reprefent- 
ed  ;  and  that  it  will  not  be  incom.patible  but  ne- 
cefiarily  effedlual  for  one  or  the  other  of  thefe 
ends,  according  as  we  fhall  chufe,  the  gentle- 
men themfelves  have  acknowledged.  When  we 
have  approved  of  the  fcheme,  in  fo  far  as  it  re- 
lates to  the  redudlion  of  intereft,  it  is  then  time 
enough  to  chufe  which  of  thefe  ends  we  fhall 
apply  the  faving  to  •,  but  I  cannot  help  now  de- 
claring my  opinion,  that  we  ought  to  apply  that 
faving  and  fomething  more,  to  the  immediate 
abolifning  of  fome  of  our  taxes  ,  not  only,  be- 
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'  caufe  the  people  will  gain  more  by  an  immediate 
'  relief  from  fome  of  our  mod:  heavy  taxes,  than 
'  they  can  gain  by  a  total  difcharge  of  our  debts 
'  three  or  four  years  fooner  or  later,  but  becaufe 
'  it  is  become  abfolutely  neceflary,  if  we  have  a 

*  mind  to  preferve  our  trade,  to  abohfh  fome  of 

*  our  taxes,  as  well  as  to  reduce  the  natural  inte- 
'  reft  of  money. 

'  I  have  always  been,  Sir,  and  ftill  am  againft 
'  applying  the  (inking  fund,  or  any  part  of  it,  to 

*  the  current  fervice  -,  becaufe  I  think  fuch  an  ap- 
'  plication  diredly  contrary  to  the  intention  of  its 
'  eftablifhment,  as  well  as  inconfiftent  with  that 
'  juftice  which  is  due  to  our  publick  creditors. 
'  The  ultimate  end  and  intention  of  its  eftablifh- 
'  ment  was,  to  free  the  people  from  fome  of 
'  thofe  taxes  they  were  then  fubjeft  to,  and 
'  which  were  mortgaged  for  the  payment  of  thofe 
'  debts  contracted  before  Z)f^.  25,  17 16,  and  the 
'  only  means  of  doing  this  was  by  paying  off  by 
'  degrees  the  debts,  for  which  thofe  taxes  were 
'  mortgaged  ;  but  when  you  have  paid  off  thofe 
'  debts,  you  have  it  certainly  in  your  power, 
'  either  to  apply  the  faving  made  by  fuch  pay- 
'  ment,  to  increafe,  for  the  future,  the  finking 
'  fund,  or  you  may  apply  that  faving  to  the  ulti- 

*  mate  end  and  intention  of  the  eftablifhment  of 
'  that  fund,  I  mean,  the  freeing  of  the  people 
'  from  fome  tax  or  other,  whofe  yearly  produce 

*  does  not  exceed  the  amount  of  the  faving  you 
'  have  made  by  fuch  payment.     That  this  was 

*  the  opinion  of  Parliament  appears  from  the  al- 
'  moft  unanimous  refolution  with  refpe(5l:  to  abo- 
'  lifhing  the  falt-duty  -,  for  I  do  not  remember 
^  that  any  gentleman  then  infifted  upon  the  credi- 
'  tors  having  an  indefeafible  right,  not  only  to 
^  the  finking  fund  as  it  then  ftood,  but  to  all  the 
'  favings  which  might   grow   by   the   payments 

*  made  to  the  publick  creditors  ;  and  that  none  of 
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thofe  taxes  mortgaged  for  the  payment  of  our 
publick  debts  could  be  taken  off  or  abollfhed  by 
Parliament,  as  long  as  there  was  a  fhilling  due 
of  any  of  thofe  debts,  for  which  the  taxes  were 
mortgaged. 

'  But  fuppofe.  Sir,  this  had  been  then,  or  any 
time  fince,  my  opinion,  I  am  fure  I  have  lately 
found  very  good  reafons  for  changing  my  opi- 
nion ;  for  I  am  now  fully  convinced,  the  (ink- 
ing fund  will  never  be  duly  and  regularly  ap- 
plied, either  to  the  payment  of  thofe  debts  con- 
tradted  before  the  year  1716,  or  to  the  abolifh- 
ing  of  any  of  the  taxes  mortgaged  for  that 
purpofe  :  I  am  now  by  experience  fully  convin- 
ced, it  is  a  fund  which  minifters  in  all  time 
coming  will  be  nibling  at  i  and  I  do  not  think  I 
have  ary  great  reafon  to  exped,  that  Parlia- 
ments will  be  lefs  complaifant  to  minifters  in 
time  to  come,  than  they  have  been  in  time  paft. 
For  this  reafon.  Sir,  I  am  fo  far  from  defiring 
to  fee  the  fmking  fund  increafed,  that  if  any 
other  pofTible  method  can  be  contrived  for  pay- 
ing our  debts  honourably  and  fairly,  I  fhall  be 
for  having  it  entirely  abolifhed  •,  becaufe,  I  am 
afraid,  it  may  hereafter  prove  a  fund  for  running 
the  nation  into  needlefs  expences,  oftner  than  it 
will  prove  a  fund  for  difcharging  any  part  of 
our  debt,  or  freeing  the  people  from  any  of  the 
heavy  taxes  they  now  groan  under.  And  as  I 
think  the  turning  of  a  great  part  of  our  debts 
into  annuities  for  life  or  years,  or  the  fale  of 
fuch  annuities,  and  applying  the  purchafe  mo« 
ney  towards  paying  off  our  debts  as  far  as  it 
will  go,  is  the  only  way  of  paying  off  our 
debts  honourably  and  fairly,  and  at  the  fame 
time  annihilating  the  whole  or  a  great  part  of 
the  finking  fund  ;  therefore,  I  moft  heartily 
join  with  my  worthy  friend  in  that  part  of  his 
fcheme  which  relates  to  the  opening  books  of 

'  Tub- 


A.  1737.        P  E  B  A  T  E  S.  201 

fubrcriptlon  for  the  fale  of  annuities,  upon  the 
terms  he  propofes  ;  becaufe  thefe  annuities  wiH 
ceafe  of  courfe,  and  as  foon  as  a  fufficient  num- 
ber of  them  are  fold,  we  may  then  order  it  fo, 
that  the  taxes  fhall  ceafe  of  courfe,  and  in  pro- 
portion as  the  annuities  (hall  ceafe  or  determine : 
Whereas,  if  we  continue  upon  the  prefent  foot- 
ing, I  am  afraid  the  dodtrine  lately  broached 
will  prevail,  that  the  nation  ought  always  to  be 
kept  under  its  prefent  load  of  debts,  and  the 
people  under  their  prefent  load  of  taxes  ;  and 
that  the  fmking  fund  will  be  generally  diverted 
towards  the  current  fervice,  or  towards  difcharg^ 
ing  fome  debt  lately  contracted,  in  order  to  gain 
the  falfe  and  empty  applaufe  for  future  minifters, 
that  they  have  not  laid  any  unneceiTary  loads 
upon  the  people,  or  fubjeded  them  to  any  new 
and  unheard  of  taxes. 

'  As  for  the  pradticabllity  of  the  fcheme,  I  be- 
lieve. Sir,  it  will  fufficiently  appear,  by  fetting 
the  gentlemen  of  the  other  fide  of  the  queftion 
right,  in  a  miftake  they  have  committed,  with 
refpedl  to  the  prefent  natural  rate  of  intereft 
upon  publick  fecurities.  They  have  told  us, 
that  if  the  prefent  rate  of  intereft  upon  fuch  fe- 
curities were  at  3  per  Cent,  our  annuities  at  4  per 
Cent,  ought  to  fell  at  1^3  t>  ^^-^k  ftock  at 
183  4,  3.nd  Eafi- India  at  200/.  per  Cent.  This 
calculation,  I  fuppofe,  they  take  from  this  pro- 
portion, that  if  3  per  Cent,  gives  100/.  4  per 
Cent,  the  prefent  dividend  on  4  per  Cent,  annui- 
ties, ought  to  give  133  j  •,  and  fo  for  the  reft 
in  proportion  to  their  refpedlive  dividends  ;  but 
does  not  every  gentleman  fee  the  error  in  this 
method  of  calculation  ?  However,  to  make  this 
error  manifeft,  I  muft  obferve,  that  the  price  of 
every  one  of  our  ftocks  at  par,  is  the  price  of 
an  annuity  to  continue  till  the  principal  be  re- 
paid •,  becaufe  the  publick  ftands  obliged  to  pay 
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them  100/.  in  money,  for  every  100/.  (lock 
they  ftand  pofTefTed  of:  But  as  to  the  advanced 
price  upon  any  of  our  flocks,  it  is  the  price  of 
an  annuity  to  continue  for  a  certain  or  uncertain 
term  of  years  a  fond  perdu^  as  the  French  call 
it  •,  that  is,  upon  the  ceafmg  of  the  annuity  the 
principal  is  to  be  entirely  loft ;  becaufe,  let 
tliat  advanced  price  rife  as  high  as  it  will,  the 
publick  ftands  obliged  to  pay  them  no  more 
than  100/.  in  money,  for  every  100/.  ftock  they 
ftand  poftefled  of 

'  Now,  Sir,  with  refpedt  to  our  annuities  at  4 
per  Cent,  does  not  every  one  fuppofe  we  ftiall  be 
able  in  fix  years  to  reduce  them  to  3  per  Cent. 
but  fuppofing  it  ftiould  be  ten  years,  then  if  the 
natural  intereft  of  money  be  no  lower  than  3 
per  Cent,  our  4  per  Cent,  annuities  ought  not  to 
fell  for  above  108  t  per  Cent,  becaufe  in  that 
cafe,  an  annuity  of  3  per  Cent,  till  the  principal 
be  repaid,  can  be  worth  no  more,  nor  can  it  fell 
for  any  more  than  100/.  and  an  annuity  of  i 
per  Cent,  for  ten  years,  at  the  end  of  which 
time  the  principal  is  to  be  funk,  as  well  as  the 
annuity  to  ceafe,  is  in  prefent  value,  at  the  fame 
rate  of  intereft,  worth  no  more,  nor  can  it  fell 
for  any  more,  than  8  7  ;  fo  that  according  to 
the  prefent  price  of  our  4  per  Cent,  annuities, 
the  natural  intereft  of  money  muft  be  under  3 
per  Cent,  becaufe  they  fell  for  113  /.  per  Cent, 
which  is  4  ^  per  Cent,  higher  than  they  could 
fell  for,  if  the  natural  intereft  of  money  were 
not  under  3  per  Cent. 

'  Then  as  to  the  Bank^  'tis  well  known  they 
divide  but  5  ~  per  Cent,  that  their  term  expires 
in  fix  years,  and  that  their  annuity  cannot 
continue  any  longer  than  that  time ;  becaufe  if 
proper  meafures  be  taken,  they  may  be  paid  off 
in  that  time,  and  if  their  term  of  banking  be 
continued  any  longer,  they  ought  to  pay  a  va- 

'  Juable 
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'  luable  confideration  for  it ;    from  whence  we 

'  muft  reckon,  that  their  ftock,  if  the  natural  in- 

'  tereft  of  money  were  no  higher  than  3  per  Cent, 

*■  ought  not  to  fell  for  above  113  t  or  114  per 

*■  Cent,  at  moft,  which  is  100/.  for  the  annuity  of 

'  3  per  Cent,  till  the  principal  be  repaid,  and  1 3  -^ 

'  or  14  for  an  annuity  of  2  -^  per  Cent,  for  fix 

'   years,  the  principal  to  be  then  funk.     And  laft- 

'  ly,    as   to  Eaft-India    ftock,    as  they  are  now 

'  eftablifhed  a  company  for  ever,  and  their  exclu- 

'  five  privilege  to  continue  till  the  year  1769,  and 

'  as  they  divide  6  per  Cent.   2  per  Cent,  whereof  is 

'  from  the  profits  of  their  trade,  fuppofe  the  na- 

'  tural  intereft  of  money  no  lower  than  3  per  Cent. 

^  their  ftock  ought  not  to  fell  for  above  149  \ 

'  per  Cent,  which  is   100/.   for  the  3  per  Cent. 

'  to  continue  till  the  principal  be  repaid,  8  and 

'  fome  more  than  f  per  Cent,  for  the  i  per  Cent. 

'  annuity,    which  'tis  fuppofed  the  government 

'  muft  as  yet  pay  for  ten  years,  and  near  41  per 

*  Cent,  for  an  annuity  of  2  per  Cent,  to  continue 

*  for  thirty-two   years,    being  the  refidue  of  the 

*  term  of  their  exclufive  privilege,  at  the  end  of 
'  which  the  dividend  of  2  per  Cent,  from  the  pro- 

*  fits  of  their  trade  will  probably  ceafe  \  and  the 
'  principal  money  now  paid  for  the  annuity  pro- 
^  ceeding  from  thofe  profits  will  be  entirely  funk ; 

*  fo  that  fuppofing  the  natural  intereft  of  money 
'  at  3  per  Cent,  the  premium   upon  Bank  ftock, 

*  according  to  the  price  it  now  fells  for,  is  above 
'  37  p^r  Cent,  and  the  premium  upon  Eaft-India 
'  ftock,  is  above  30  per  Cent,  both  which  are 
'  much  higher  than  the  premium    upon   3    per 

*  Cent,  fecurities,  and  is  occafioned,  I  believe,  by 

*  people's  being  generally  of  opinion,  that  the  ex- 
^  clufive  privilege  will  be  continued  to  each  of  the 
'  companies  refpedlively,  perhaps  for  many  gene- 
'  rations,  without  their  being  ever  obliged  to  pay 
'  a  full  and  adequate  confideration  to  the  publick 

*  for  the  renewal  of  their  term.  '  From 
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*  From  hence  It  muft  appear,  that  the  natural 
rate  of  intereft  upon  all  pablick  fccurities  is  un- 
der 3  per  Cent,  and  to  insinuate,  that  the  cre- 
ditors of  the  publick  are  in  a  worfe  condition 
than  any  pledgee  or  mortgagee,  is  really  fome- 
thing  very  extraordinary,  when  all  mankind  ap- 
pear (o  evidently  to  be  of  a  contrary  opinion  -, 
for  though  a  war  fhould  happen,  it  will,  I 
hope,  rather  lower  than  raife  the  natural  intereft 
of  money,  becaufe,  I  hope,  our  government 
will  never  again  fall  into  that  dangerous  and  de- 
luding method  of  borrowing  money  for  the  ex- 
pences  of  the  war,  bat  will  yearly  raife  as  much 
as  m.ay  be  necefTary  for  fupporting  the  expences 
of  the  war,  and  anfwering  the  whole  annual, 
publick  expence.  And  to  pretend,  that  the 
fcheme  may  be  rendered  impradicable,  by  a 
combination  among  our  rich  moneyed  men,  is 
ftill  more  extraordinary;  for  a  confpiracy  for  dif- 
tr-cfllng  the  publick,  in  order  to  prevent  us 
from  being  able  to  relieve  the  people  from  any 
of  their  taxes,  whatever  it  may  be  reckoned  by 
our  lawyers,  would,  I  am  fure,  be  reckoned 
by  the  people  a  fort  of  high  treafon  againfl  the 
{late,  and  would  confequently  make  the  people 
think  themaclvcs  juftified  in  any  meafures,  they 
might  think  proper  to  take,  for  relieving  them- 
felves  from  their  taxes  in  the  fpeedieft  and  moft 
efFeftual  manner  ;  therefore,  I  hope,  no  publick 
creditor,  nor  any  monceyed  man  in  the  kingdomi, 
will  be  fo  rafh  and  imprudent  as  to  enter  into 
any  fuch  combination  or  confpiracy. 

'  After  v,/hat  I  have  faid.  Sir,  I  believe  the  ar- 
guments made  \x(&  of  for  (hewing  the  impra6li- 
cabilltv  of  the  fcheme,  v/ill  entirely  evanifh ; 
and  the  dangers  we  are  threatened  with,  either 
from  its  fucceeding  or  not  fucceeding,  will,  up- 
on examination,  appear  as  little  fubftantial.  That 
the  fuccefs  of  the  fcheme,  or  even  the  attempt, 

'  will 
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will  make  foreigners,  efpecially  the  Butch^  draw 
out  their  money  all  at  once,  is  a  misfortune  we 
have  been  threatned  w^ith  upon  ail  intended 
redudlions  •,  and  I  am  convinced  we  fliall  now 
find  thofe  threats  as  ill-grounded  as  ever  they 
were  found  upon  any  former  occafion.  With 
refped  to  foreigners,  Sir,  particularly  the  Duuh^ 
there  are  two  infurmountable  obftacles,  which 
will  prevent  their  drawing  away  their  money  ; 
one  of  which  is,  that  it  is  impcfiible  for  them 
to  find  purchafers  at  any  thing  near  the  va- 
lue, if  any  great  number  of  them  flriould  re- 
folve  to  fell  ;  and  the  other  is,  that  it  is  impof- 
fible  for  them  to  get  3  "per  Cent,  for  their  mo- 
ney any  where  elfe,  upon  any  fecurity  equally 
good  ;  for  the  highefl  intereft  at  prefent  in  their 
own  country  is  but  3  per  Cent,  and  the  loweft 
in  many  cafes  under  2  ;  fo  that  one  million 
fterling  only  brought  from  England  to  be  lent  ia 
Hollandy  would  very  probably  run  the  natural 
intereft  of  money  dov/n  to  2,  or  perhaps  to  i 
per  Cent.  And  as  to  our  own  people,  fome  of 
them  might  probably  draw  out  their  money,  ia 
order  to  lend  it  on  mortgages  at  3  i  per  Cent, 
on  good  perfonal  fecurity  at  4,  or  on  indiFerent 
perfonal  fecurity  at  5  *,  which  is  one  of  the  great 
advantages  to  be  expeded  from  the  fcheme  j  but 
the  fum  to  be  drawn  out  for  thefe  purpofes  could 
have  no  great  influence  upon  our  publick  fecuri- 
ties  j  becaufe  the  drawing  out  of  any  great  fum 
would  bring  the  natural  intereft  of  money  upon 
private  fecurities  below  the  natural  intereft  up- 
on publick  j  which  can  never  happen  as  long  as 
the  generality  of  mankind  have  a  much  better 
opinion  of  the  latter,  than  they  have  of  the 
former.  And  as  to  the  prefent  fail  of  uocks, 
we  know  it  proceeds  from  the  pradliccs  in 
"" Change- Alley ^  where,  we  know,  fome  people 
Jiave   been   mighty   induftrious.      I   wifti   they 

'  had 
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had  not  been  fo  ;  I  wifh.  their  behaviour  at  this 
time  may  never  be  made  ufe  of  as  an  argument 
againft  all  our  publick  creditors  in  general ; 
for  when  the  behaviour  of  fome  becomes  a  pub- 
lick  nuifance,  it  may  be  made  ufe  of  againft 
the  whole  body ;  as  was  lately  the  cafe,  with 
refpedt  to  the  diftillers  and  retailers  of  fpirituous 
liquors. 

'  I  fhall  grant,  Sir,  the  redudtion  of  intereft 
might  very  probably  diminlfh  the  advanced 
price  upon  our  funds  •,  but  I  am  convinced  it 
would  not  bring  them  under  par,  nor  any  thing 
near  to  it  •,  nay,  I  do  not  know  but  the  benefit  of 
not  being  obliged  to  receive  any  part  of  their 
principal,  nor  to  have  their  intereft  lelTened  for 
fourteen  years  to  come,  would  raife  the  price  of 
all  our  annuities  above  what  they  now  fell  for ; 
I  think  I  have  good  reafon  to  believe  it  would. 
However,  the  advanced  price  is  what  the  pub- 
lick  neither  has,  nor  ought  to  have  any  con- 
cern about;  for  to  fay  we  ought  not  to  do 
or  attempt  any  thing  that  may  tend  to  diminlfh 
the  advanced  price  our  ftocks  fell  for,  would 
be  an  argument  againft  ever  paying  them  any 
part  of  their  principal,  as  well  as  againft  re- 
ducing the  intereft  now  payable  to  them ;  and 
now  it  is  made  ufe  of  againfi  attempting  to  re- 
duce their  intereft,  I  hope  it  will  have  juft  as 
much  weight,  and  no  more,  than  if  it  had 
been  made  ufe  of  for  our  coming  to  a  refolution 
never  to  pay  a  fhllling  more  of  the  principal 
of  any  of  our  debts,  but  to  turn  the  finking 
fund  to  fome  other  ufe  yearly,  and  continue  to 
pay  the  fame  annuity  we  now  pay,  for  ever : 
Which  refolution  many  perfons  without  doors 
would  be  glad  of,  though  I  am  certain  no  gen- 
tleman within  thefe  walls  would  ever  agree  to 

it. 

*  There 
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'  There  is,  therefore.  Sir,  no  danger  to  be  ap- 

^  prehended,    either   from   the    fuccefs    or  difap- 

^  pointment  of  the  fcheme.      To  attempt  it,   is 

'  not  climbing  up  a  precipice  ;   it  is  only  attempt- 

'  ing  to  do  that  which  we  are  in  duty  bound  to 

^  attempt,  as  often  as  there  is  the  leaf!:  profpedt  of 

'  fuccefs  •,  and  at  prefent  we  fhall  moft  certainly 

'  meet  with  fome.      This    the  declared  enemies 

'  of  the  fcheme  are  fufficiently  aware  of;    they 

*  would  not  have  been  fo  induftrious  in  their  op- 
'  pofition,  if  they  had  not  known  it  would  cer- 
'  tainly  meet  with  great  fuccefs  ;  and  I  am  fur- 

*  prized  to  hear  It  fald,  the  prefent  loud  and 
'  general   complaints    are    nothing    but  vapours: 

*  Every  man  in  the  kingdom,  who  has  not  great 
'  and  fuperfluous  funis  coming  in  yearly  from  our 
*-  funds,  or  from   fome  poft  or  penfion,  is  fully 

*  fenfible  of  the  national  diftemper  we  are  under  •, 

*  and  I  am  fure  no  ftatephyfician  in  the  kingdom 

*  can  prefcribe  a  better,  or  at  leafl:  a  more  ho- 
^  nourable  remedy,  than  that  now  in  our  offer  ;  if 
'  we  do  not  apply  It,  I  fhall  defpair  of  ^ver  feeing 

*  a  remedy  applied,  till  we  change  both  our  phy- 

*  ficians  and  nurfes. 

*  Has  any  man  fald,   has  any  man  pretended, 
'  Sir,  that  the  lofs  an  annuitant  or  ftockholder  is 

*  to  fuftain  by  the  redudion,  will  be  made  good 

*  to  him  by  abolifhing  the  duty  upon  candles  ? 
'  This  is  treating  the  fubjedt  more  ludicroufly  than 
'  it  deferves,  or  ought  to  be  treated ;  but  I  will 
^  fay,  it  is  better  for  every  annuitant  and  ftock- 
'  holder  to  take  that  which  is  the  natural  Intereft 
^  of  money  in  his  country,  than  to  run  the  rifk 
'  of  being  foon  deemed  an  ufurer,  whereby  he 
^  may  come  to  lofe  both  principal  and  intereil. 
'  The  reducing  of  the  Intereft  payable  upon  pub- 

*  lick  fecurities  to  that,  which  we  find  to  be  the 

*  natural  Intereft  upon  fuch  fecurities,  or  paying 
■^  thofe  off  who  are  not  willing  to  take  that  in- 

'  tereO:, 
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tereft,  is  not  laying  any  tax  upon  our  publick 
creditors  ♦,  but  the  continuing  to  pay  them  4 
per  Cent,  when  the  natural  interefl  of  money  is 
under  3,  is  really  making  them  a  prefent  of 
400,000/.  fherling  a  year ;  and  I  am  fure  the 
publick  is  in  no  condition  to  make,  nor  can 
they  pretend  merit  enough  to  deferve,  fuch  a 
confiderable  prefent.  To  pretend  therefore, 
that  the  redudion  propofed  would  be  laying 
a  tax  of  5  J.  in  the  pound  upon  them,  muft 
appear  to  be  a  veiy  great  miftake  j  and  to  fay, 
that  in  the  prefent  cafe,  there  is  no  diftindtion 
to  be  made  between  the  publick  creditors  and 
the  publick,  becaufe  they  are  a  part  of  our 
own  people,  muft  appear  to  be  as  great  a  mif- 
take, if  we  confider  that  in  all  cafes,  where 
the  private  advantage  of  any  fet  of  our  own 
people  comes  to  be  inconfiftent  with  the  good 
of  the  publick,  a  diftin6tion  not  only  then 
may,  but  muft  be  made,  between  that  fet  of 
our  own  people,  and  the  publick  ^  and  in  all 
fuch  cafes,  I  hope  the  good  of  the  publick 
will,  I  am  fure  it  ought  to  be  preferred.  Is 
not  this  the  cafe  now  before  us  ^.  It  is  for  the 
private  advantage  of  our  publick  creditors,  to 
receive  from  the  publick  yearly  a  prefent  of 
400,000/.  but  I  am  fure  it  is  inconfiftent  with 
the  good  of  the  publick  to  continue  making 
them  any  fuch  prefent. 

'  But  of  all  the  arguments  that  have  been 
made  ufe  of  againft  this  redu6bion,  I  think  the 
hardeft  and  moft  extraordinary  is,  to  fay,  that, 
becaufe  our  people  have  long  paid,  and  been 
accuftomed  to  the  paying  of  heavy  taxes,  there- 
fore there  can  be  no  compafTion  in  relieving 
them  from  any  of  thofe  taxes.  This,  I  fay, 
I  muft  think  very  hard  as  well  as  extraordina- 
ry ;  and  I  am  fure  it  is  as  extraordinary  to  fay, 
we  have  no  taxes  upon  the  neceffaries  of  life. 

*  For 
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'  For  my  part,  I  do  not  know  any  one  neceffary 

*"  of  life,  upon  which  we  have  not  fome  tax  or 

'  another,  except  water ;  and  we  can  put  no  in- 

^  gredient,  I   know  of,  into  water,  in  order  to 

'  make  it  palatable  and  chearful,  without  paying 

'  a  tax.     We  pay  a  tax  for  air,  and  for  the  light 

*  and  heat  of  the  fun  in  the  day  time,  by  means 
^  of  our  tax  upon  windows  •,  and  for  light  and 
'  heat  in  the  night  time  by  means  of  our  du- 
^  ties  upon  coals  and  candles ;  we  pay  a  tax 
^  upon  bread,  meat,  roots,  and  herbs,  of  all 
'  kinds,  by  means  of  our  falt-duty ;  we  pay  a 
'  tax  upon  fmaJl  beer,  by  means  of  the  malt- 
'  tax,  and  a  heavy  additional  tax  upon  (frong 
'  beer,  by  way  of  excife  -,  nay  we  cannot  have 
^  any  clean  thing  to  put  upon  our  backs,  either 
^  of  woollen  or  linen,  without  paying  a  tax, 
«  by  means  of  the  duty  upon  foap :  And  tho' 
'  moft  of  thefe  taxes  may  feerri  to  be  fmall  and 
'  eafy  to  a  rich  ilockholder,  who  has  thoufands 

<  a  year  coming  in,  yet  to  a  poor  labourer  or 

<  manufadurer,  who  has  not  perhaps  above  8  d. 
«  or  IS,  a  day,  and  himfelf  and  family  to  main- 

*  tain  out  of  it,  every  one  of  them  muft  feem 

<  grievous,  and  always  will  be  feverely  felt ;  till 
«  he  can  prevail  with  his  mailer,  on  account  of 
c  thefe  taxes,  to  raife  his  wages ;  and  then,  by 
6  the  lofs  of  employment,  he  is  brought  into  a 
t  worfe  condition  than  he  was  before.  There- 
«  fore,  from  the  great  diftrefs  many  fuch  poor 
«  families  are  in,  and  the  infinite  multitude  there 
6  are  of  fuch  in  the  kingdom,  compalTion  niay 
«  be  ftrongly  pleaded  in  favour  of  the  redudion, 

and  can,    in   my  opinion,   have  little  or   no 

«^  weight  on  the  other  fide  of  the  fcale  j  for  gen- 

*  tlemen   may    talk  what   they  will   about  or- 

*  phans,  widows,  and  other  ladies,  but  I  be- 
«  lieve  the  redudlion  will  bring  few  or  none  of 

<  them  into  pitiful  circumflances  i  it  will  only 
^  Vol.  XV,  P  *  oblige 
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oblige  fome  of  them  to  betake  themfelves  to 
bufinefs  inftead  of  living  idly,  or  to  retire  to 
the  country  inftead  of  living  at  London ;  and 
for  this  very  reafon  I  am  for  the  reduction,  be- 
caufe  I  love  to  fee  people  employed  ;  and  as 
I  am  a  country  gentleman,  and  love  the  com- 
pany of  the  ladies,  I  defire  to  have  a  few  more 
of  them  in  the  country  with  us. 
'  I  do  not  remember.  Sir,  any  one  argument 
made  ufe  of  againft  the  redudlion,  but  what  I 
have  now  either  fully  anfwered,  or  Ihewn  to 
be  an  argument  in  its  favour ;  and  I  hope  what 
I  have  faid  upon  this  fubje6l  will  have  the 
greater  weight,  becaufe  eveiy  one  that  knows 
me,  knows  I  have  a  very  confiderable  fliare  in 
the  publick  funds,  and  that  therefore  it  is  as 
much  my  immediate  intereft  to  oppofe  a  re- 
dudion,  as  it  can  be  the  immediate  intereft  of 
moft  men  in  the  kingdom ;  but  I  ftiall  always 
confider  my  future  intereft  as  well  as  my  im- 
mediate intereft,  and  I  hope  I  fhall  always  be 
fo  wife  as  to  prefer  the  publick  intereft  to 
both.  I  would  not  perhaps  have  been  at  fo 
much  pains  to  Ihew  my  zeal  in  favour  of  the 
queftion,  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  contrary 
behaviour  of  fome,  who  are  in  the  fame  cir- 
cumftances  with  me ;  but  when  I  obferved 
fome  pra6lices  made  ufe  of  without  doors  a- 
gainft.  the  queftion,  which  I  do  not  think  al- 
together juftifiable,  I  thought  it  incumbent 
upon  me  to  declare  my  approbation  of  the 
queftion  in  the  moft  remarkable  manner  *,  in 
order  to  convince  pofterity,  as  much  as  lies  in 
my  power,  that  fuch  pradices  ought  not  to 
be  imputed  to  the  publick  creditors  in  gene- 
ral ;  and  I  wilh  the  time  may  never  come, 
when  the  publick  creditors  will  have  reafon 
to  thank  me  for  the  record  I  have  left  in  their 
favour.* 

Thus 
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Thus  we  have  given  the  fubilance  of  what 
%as  faid  in  the  two  days  debate  upon  the  motion 
made  by  Sir  John  Barnard  \  for  fome  gentlemen 
in  tat  firfl  day's  debate,  who  feemed  to  fpeak  a- 
gainft  the  motion,  having  declared,  they  thought 
the  motion  of  fach  confequence,  that  they  could 
not  freely  give  their  opinion  upon  it  without 
further  time  to  confider  of  it,  therefore  the  fur- 
ther confideration  of  the  affair  was  put  off  till 
that  day  fevennight,  as  before  mentioned ;  and 
towards  xht  end  of  the  debate,  the  fecond  day, 
Thomas  Winnhigion^  Efq-,  flood  up  and  made  a 
fhort  fpeech,  the  fubftance  whereof  was  to  the 
feffe(5b  as  follows,  "oiz. 

*  Sir,  Whether  a  further  redu6lion  of  intereft, 

*  natural  or  legal,  may  tend  towards  the  benefit 

*  or  the  difadvantage  of  the  nation  in  general, 
^  or  whether  the  natural  intereft  of  money,  lent 

*  upon  publick  fecurities,   be  below  3  per  Centk 

*  are  queftions  which  I  fhall  not  at  prefent  give 
'  you  the  trouble  of  enquiring  into  •,  but  if  both 
^  be   refolved    in   the   afnrmative,    which  every 

*  gentleman   muft  do,    who   is   for  agreeing  to 

*  what  is  now  propofed,  I  can  fee  no  reafon  foir 

*  bur  confining  our  refolution,  or  the  fcheme  de- 
'  pending  thereon,  to  South-Sea  annuities  only« 
'  For  if  a  further  redudlion  of  interefl  muft 
'  prove  a  benefit  to  the  nation  in  general,    we 

*  ought  to  extend  that  benefit  as  far  as  we  can 
'  fuppofe  it  will  go  ;  and  if  the  natural  intereft 

*  of  money  upon  publick  fecurities,  be  below 
'  3  per  Cent,   it  is   not,    in  my  opinion,   to  be 

*  queftionedj  but  the  other  creditors  of  the  pub- 

*  lick  will  be  as  ready  to  accept  of  3  per  Cent. 

*  irredeemable  for  fourteen  years,   as  the  South- 

*  Sea  annuitants. 

*  For  this  reafon,  Sir,  if  we  come  to  any  re- 

*  folution  for  enabling  his  Majefty  to  open  fuch 
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books  of  fubfcription  as  have  been  mentioned, 
that  relbhition  ought,  I  think,  to  be  general  ; 
it  ought  to  comprehend  all  the  other  publick 
creditors,  as  well  as  the  South-Sea  annuitants : 
But,  Sir,  there  is  another  very  flrong  reafon 
for  making  our  refolution  general,   which  is, 
that  a  particular  refolution  with  refpe6l  to  the 
South-Sea  annuitants  only,  will,  in  my  opinion, 
be  partial,  and  confequently  unjufl,  let  us  con- 
fider  it  in  what  view  we  pleafe  ;  for  that  refo- 
lution   muft  be   advantageous,  or  it  rriuft  be 
-difadvantageous   to    the  South-Sea   annuitants ; 
if  we  look  upon  it  as  a  refolution  that  may 
be  advantageous  to  them,  it  will  be  fhewing 
a  partiality   in   their  favour,   and  will  confe- 
.quently  be  doing  an  injuflice  to  the  reft  of  our 
creditors  \  and  on  the  other  hand,  if  we  look 
upon  it  as  a  refolution  that  may  be  difadvanta- 
geous for  them,  it  will  then  be  fliewing  a  par- 
tiality to  our  other  creditors,  and  will  confe- 
quently be  a  piece  of  injuftice  done   towards 
the  South-Sea  annuitants. 
'  From  thefe   confiderations,  Sir,  I  think,  if 
we  come  to  any  refolution  or  refolutions  for  re- 
deeming any  of  our  publick  funds,   and  for 
enabling  his  Majefty  to  borrov/  money  at  3  per 
Cent,  for  that  purpofe,  we  ought  to  come  to  a 
refolution,  to  redeem  all  the  publick  funds  re- 
deemable by  law,  that  now  carry  an  intereft  at 
4  per  Cent,  per  Annum  •,  and  then  we  may  come 
to  another  refolution   for  enabling  his  Majefty 
to  borrow  money  at  3  per  Cent,  for  that  pur- 
pofe. 

*  Thefe,  Sir,  are  my  fentiments  with  refpedt 
to  the  affair  now  under  our  confideration  ;  and 
if  the  houfe  feems  to  approve  of  them,  I  ftiall 
then  rife  up  and  move  for  fuch  refolutions, 
as,  I  think,  we  ought  to  come  to,  agreeable 
to  thefe  fentiments.* 

To 
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To  this  it  was  anfwered  by  Sir  John  Barnard 
and  others,  in  fubflance  as  follows,  viz. 

'  Sir,  There  are  two  methods  of  defeating  Anfwer. 
any  fcheme  or  proportion  offered  to  this  houfe, 
both  of  which  have  been  often  pra6tifed  with 
fuccefs.  One  is  the  plain,  blunt  way  of  put- 
ting a  negative  upon  it  at  once  •,  and  the  o- 
ther,  which  has  likewife  been  pradlifed  in  for- 
mer Parliaments,  is  what  we  may  call  a  fort  of 
parliamentary  play,  which  is,  by  making  fuch 
improvements  upon  it  as  mud  neceffarily  ren- 
der it  abortive.  I  am  far  from  thinking  the 
honourable  gentleman  has  any  fuch  intention 
with  refped;  to  the  improvement  he  has  now 
offered  ;  but  there  is  an  old  and  a  true  pro- 
verb, Grafp  at  all.,  lofe  all.  We  have  been 
told  by  feveral  gentlemen  in  this  debate,  that 
the  fcheme  as  firfl:  propofed  would  certainly 
prove  impradicable  in  the  execution  •,  and  if 
there  was  the  lead  foundation  for  fuch  appre- 
henfions,  furely  that  foundation  muff  be  very 
much  widened,  and  rendered  at  the  fame  time 
more  folid,  by  the  improvement  that  has  been 
now  offered.  Our  South-Sea  annuities  both  old 
and  new  amount  to  about  twenty-four  milli- 
ons, only ;  all  our  redeemable  funds  bearing 
an  intereft  of  4  per  Cent,  amount  to  above  for- 
ty-four millions ;  and  will  any  gentleman  fay, 
but  that  it  may  be  eafy  for  the  government  to 
borrow  money  at  3  per  Cent,  fufficient  for  pay- 
ing off  fuch  of  the  proprietors  of  twenty-four 
millions,  as  are  not  willing  to  accept  of  that 
intereft,  and  yet  it  may  be  found  veiy  difficult 
for  them  to  borrow  money  at  3  per  Cent,  fuffi- 
cient for  paying  off  fuch  of  the  proprietors  of 
forty-four  millions  as  may  not  be  willing  to  ac- 
cept of  that  intereft  ? 
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'  If  you  refolve.  Sir,  to  apply  all  the  money 

*  you  can  borrow  at  3  per  Cent,  only  to  the  re- 
'  deeming  of  fuch  of  the  Soitth-Sea  annuitants, 
'  as  will  not  accept  of  that  intereil,  all  the  an-' 
'  nuitants  may  be  of  opinion,  you  can  borrow 

*  as  much  money  as  will  be  fufficient  for  that 
'  purpofe,    which   will    of  courfe    make   all  or 

*  moft  of  them  come  in  and  fubfcribe  their  an- 
'  nuities  at  that  intereft  •,  fo  that  you  will  have 

*  no  occafion  for  applying  any  or  but  very  little 
^  of  the  money  you  borrow,  towards  redeeming 

*  any  of  the  South-Sea  annuitants,  and  may  there-^ 
^  fore  apply  almofl  the  whole  money  you  bor- 

*  row,    towards    redeeming   the   proprietors    of 
'  your  other  funds,   who  will   not  accept  of  3 
'  per  Cent,  upon  any  terms  you  pleafe  to  offer ; 

*  whereas  if  you  make  that  refolution  general^, 
'  if  you  refolve  to  apply  the  money  you  can 
'  borrov/  at  3  per  Cent,  towards  redeeming  the 

*  proprietors  of  ail  your  funds  which  now  bear 
'  an  interefl:  of  4  per  Cent,  who  will  not  accept 
'  of  3  ;  not  only  the  proprietors  of  your  other 
'  funds,  but '  even  moil  of  the  South-Sea  an-= 
'  nuitants  may  be  of  opinion,  it  will  not  be  in 
'  your  power  to  borrow  fo  much  money  at  3  per 
'  Cent,  as  will   be   near  fufficient  for   that  pur- 

*  pofe  ;    and   thus  the  fear  of  being  redeemed 

*  being  confined  to  a  very  few,  you  can  expedt 
^  but  few  fubfcriptions  in  flock  or  annuities  at 

*  an  interefc  of  3  per  Cent.  Thus  it  appears  evi- 
''  dent,  ill  my  opinion,  that  the  farther  you  ex- 

*  tend  your  fcheme,  the  Icfs  benefit  you  can  ex- 
'  pe6l  from  it ;  the  more  you  confine  it,  the 
^  more  general  and  the  more  certain  will  your 
'  fuccefs  be. 

*  However,  Sir,  as  it  has  been  made  appear  in 
^  this  debate,  that  all  our  funds  are  at  an  in- 

*  terefl  below  3  per  Cent,  as  our  3  per  Ce?it.  pub' 

*  lick  fecurities  now  bear  a  premium  in  ^Change- 

*  Alley  I 
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'  Alley ;  and  as  the  intention  of  the  fcheme  at 
^  firil  was  only  to  afford  an  opportunity  to  thofe 
'  who  are  wilhng  to  lend  at  3  per  Cent,  of  hav- 
'  ing  a  publick  fecurity  for  their  money  at  par, 
^  inftead  of  being  obliged  to  pay  a  premium 
'  for  it  in  ^Change- Alley ^  and  to  afford  an  oppor- 

*  tunity  to  fuch  of  the  South-Sea  annuitants,  as 
'  are  willing  to  accept  of  3  per  Cent,  for  their 
^  money,  inffead  of  having  4,  and  being  fub- 
%  jecTted  to  the  trouble  and  lofs  of  receiving  and 
^  replacing  fo  much  of  their  capital  yearly,  or 
'  every  other  year  ;  the  fmall  fuccefs  of  the 
'  fcheme  can  be  of  no  prejudice  to  the  nation, 

*  but  on  the  contrary,  the  leafl  fuccefs  that  can 

*  be  fuppofed,  will  be  a  benefit  -,  for  if  but  one 
'  million  in  ftock  and  money  fhould  be  fubfcrib- 

*  ed,  the  nation  will  thereby  fave  10,000/.  a 
'  year ;  therefore  rather  than  not  have  the  affif- 
'  tance  of  the  honourable  gentleman  who  has 
^  made  you  this  proportion,  and  of  his  friends, 
'  I  jfhall  be  for  agreeing  to  the  improvement  he 
'  has  been  pleafed  to  propofe ;  but  I  hope  the 
^  honourable  gentleman  and  his  friends  will  re- 
'  member,   that  the    fcheme   thus  amended  be- 

*  comes  properly  their  own  fcheme,  and  that 
'  they  will    not  aftei-wards  endeavour  to  put  a 

*  negative  upon  the  fcheme  they  have  t}:us  made 
'  their  owfi, 

*  The   fcheme,    even    as   thus  amended.  Sir, 

*  may  turn  out  to  be  of  fignal  advantage  to  the 

*  nation  ;  but  if  that  be  true,  which  has  been 
'  hinted  in  this  debate,  by  fome  of  thofe  gen- 
'  tlemen  who  oppofed  the  firfl  motion,  I  muil 
'  confefs,  the  amendment  would  be  dangerous. 
*-  It  has  been  infinuated,  that  all  the  publick  ere- 

*  ditors  will  join  in  concerting  meafures  for  defeat- 

*  ing  the  fcheme,  that  is  to  fay,  they  will  join-  in 

*  concerting  meafures  for  diltreffing  their  coun- 

*  try,  in  order  that  they  may  export  a  higher  in- 
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tcreft  from   her,    than  fhe  would  otherwife  be 
obliged  to  pay.     This,  Sir,  is,  'tis  true,   a  prac- 
tice too  frequent  among  petty,  private  ufurers  ; 
but  I  hope  none  of  the  creditors  of  the  publick 
will  ever  deferve   fuch  a  name  -,  for  if  it    were 
poffible  to  fuppofe  them  devoid  of  all  love  for 
their  country,  their  own  intereft  muft  fuggeft  a 
contrary  behaviour:    Their  own  profperity  de- 
pends upon   the   profperity  of   their  country  *, 
eyen  the  fecurity.  of  their  principal,   as  well  as 
intereft,    depends  upon  the  profperity  of  their 
debtor,  which  can  feldom  or  ever  be  tlie  cafe 
of  private  borrowers  and  lenders  ;  therefore,  ^e 
cannot  fuppofe  the  creditors  of  the  publick  wili 
ever  join  unanimoufly    in    concerting  any  fuch 
meafures.     But  if  any  fuch   thing  were  to  be 
dreaded,    they    will   furely  join    more    unani- 
moufly againft  the    fcheme  as   thus   amended, 
than  it  can  he  fuppofed  they  would  have  dona 
againft  the  fcheme  as  firft  propofedo     When  a 
nation    has   been   offended    by    feveral   of   her 
neighbours,  if  fne  declare  war  againft  them  ali 
at  once,    (he  will  certainly  unite  them  all  to= 
gether  againft  her,  and  may   probably  involve 
herfelf  in  ruin,  inftead  of  obtaining  that  repara- 
tion which  fhe  might  eafily   have  obtained,  if 
ilie  had  attacked  them  one  after  another.     The 
cafe  is  the  fame  :  If  we  refolve  to  reduce  only  a 
part  of  our  publick  funds  to  a  lower  intereft, 
the  proprietors  of  the  other  funds  not  being  in 
the  fame  circumftances,    will   never  join   with 
them  in  the  fame  meafures  y  but  if  we  refolve 
to  reduce  them  all  at  once,  it  brings  them  all 
into    the  fs-me   circumftances,   and  will,   confer 
'  quently,  make  them  all  join  in  the  fame  mea- 
fures.    This,  I  fay.  Sir,  would  be  the  cafe,  if 
■  it  could  be  fuppofed  the  creditors  of  the  pub^ 
•  lick  v/ould  ever  join  in  any  meafures  for  diftref- 
^  iing  their  country :  In  that  cafe  we  ought  to  look 

'  *  on 
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'  on  them  as  publlck  enemies,  and  then  we  ought 
^  in  gQod  policy  to  take  all  poiTible  care  not  to 
^  unite  them,  by  attacking  them  all  at  once  -,  but 

*  I  fhall  never  look  upon  the  publick  creditors  as 

*  publick  enemies,  nor  (hall  I  ever  look  upon  an 
f  endeavour  to  borrow  money  at  a  low  intereft  as 
^  an  attack,  even  upon  that  part  of  them  v/ho  are 

*  by  means  of  that  money  to  be  paid  off.     Quite 

*  otherwife,  I  fhall  always  look  upon  the  publick 
'  creditors  as  publick  friends ;  therefore,  I  muft 
f  fuppofe  they  will  join  in  meafures  for  rendering 
f  effedual,  a  fcheme  calculated  for  giving  an  eafe 
^ .  to  their  country,   and  that  the  more  general  the 

*  intention  of  that  fcheme  is,  the  more  general- 

*  ly,  and  the  more  unanirnouflyj  they  will  con- 
f  tribute  towards  its  fuccefs.     This,  we  ought  in 

*  charity  to  fuppofe,  with  regard  to  the  publick 
f  creditors  in  general,  whatever  may  be  the  beha- 
f  viour  of  fome  few  of  them  ',    and   upon  this 

*  fupppfition,  I  can  apprehend  no  danger  from 
^  the  improyementj  or  rather  enlargement,  pro- 
f  pofed. 

'  With  regard  to  the  juftice  and  impartiality  of 
'  the  fcheme,  I  am  furprlzed,  Sir,  to  hear  it 
'  queftioned  by  any  gentleman  that  confiders  the 
^  publick  good,  or  the  different  circumftances  of 

*  our  feyeral  publick  creditors.  The  fcheme,  as 
^  firft  propofed,  will,  in  my  opinion,  be  of  great 

*  advantage  to  all  the  Sotith-Sea  annuitants.  An 
f  annuity  of  3  per  Cent,  for  their  money,  irre- 
f  deemable  for  fourteen  years,  is  a  fituation  which, 

*  I  am  fure,  is  highly  preferable  to  tlieir  prefent  j 

*  but  this  is  an  advantage  we  ought  not,  for  the 

*  fake  of  publick  good,  to  grant  to  any  of  the 

*  other  publick  creditors,  if  we  can  avoid  it ;  it  is 
'  an  advantage  the  South-S^ea   annuitants  deferve 

*  more  than  the  generality  of  our  other  creditors  j 
^  and  it  is  an  advantage  which  can  breed  no  con- 
^  fufion   among  thofe  annuitants  ;    whereas   th^ 

3  ^  grant» 
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granting  it  to  any  other  fet  of  publick  creditors 
might  breed  great  confufion  among  them.  As 
to  the  publick  good,  we  muft  confider,  that 
moft  of  our  other  creditors  enjoy  great  excluiive 
privileges  in  trade,  by  means  of  the  debt  due 
to  them  ;  and  as  it  may,  in  a  few  years,  be 
found  neceflary  for  the  publick  good,  to  de- 
ftroy,  or  put  an  end  to  that  exclufive  privilege, 
therefore  we  ought  not,  for  the  fake  of  publick 
good,  to  grant  them  an  irredeemable  term  of 
fourteen  years,  if  we  can  pofTibly  avoid  it ; 
which  we  may  do,  if  ail  the  South-Sea  annui- 
tants fhould  agree  to  accept  of  3  per  Cent,  and 
great  fums  in  ready  money  fhould  likewife  be 
{tibfcribed  at  that  intereft.  From  hence  every 
man  muft  fee  a  good  reafpn  for  not  granting 
this  advantage  to  the  other  publick  creditors  in 
general ;  but  with  refpedt  to  the  Bank  \n  parti- 
cular, it  would  be  madnefs  and  very  great  par- 
tiality to  grant  it  to  them  ;  becaufe  their  term 
expires  in  fix  years,  fo  that  it  would  be  grant- 
ing them  a  continuance  of  their  term  for  eight 
years,  which  is  worth  above  800,000/.  in  pre- 
fent  money,  and  that  for  no  particular  confidera- 
tion  at  all  ;  for  the  redudion  of  intereft  from  4, 
to  3  per  Cent,  is  a  confideration  granted  by  the 
other  creditors,  as  well  as  by  them,  though 
none  of  the  other  creditors  are  to  receive  any 
fuch  advantage. 

*  Then,  Sir,  as  to  the  particular  circumftances 
of  the  South-Sea  annuitants,  every  one  knows 
they  enjoy  no  advantage  or  profit  from  the  mo- 
ney they  have  lent  to  the  publick,  but  merely 
that  annuity  or  yearly  intereft  paid  them  by  the 
publick  •,  v/hereas  the  proprietors  of  our  three 
great  companies  have  all  along  enjoyed,  and  do 
ftill  enjoy,  the  advantage  of  an  exclufive  trade, 
by  which  all  of  them  have  m.ade,  and  two  of 
them  do  ftill  make  a  large  annual  profit,  befides 

\  that 
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that  annuity  or  yearly  intereft  paid  them  by  the 
publick  ;  therefore,  if  any  new  advantage  is  to 
be  granted  to  any  of  our  publick  creditors, 
which  ought  not  to  be  granted  to  all,  if  it  caa 
be  avoided,  furely  the  South-Sea  annuitants  havq 
the  beft  title  to  that  new  advantage.  And  fup- 
pofe  one  half  of  the  South-Sea  annuitants  fbould 
agree  to  accept  of  3  per  Cent,  and  the  other  half 
(hould  not  i  and  that  the  money  fubfcriptions 
fhould  amount  to  no  more  than  two,  or  three 
millions  \  m  that  cafe  it  would  be  impoflible  for 
the  publick  to  pay  off  at  once,  all  the  annui- 
tants  fo  {landing  out ;  the  only  thing  that  could 
be  done,  would  be  to  pay  them  their  4  per 
Cent,  yearly,  and  to  apply  the  finking  fund  to- 
wards them  only,  till  they  fhould  all  be  paid 
off:  With  refpedl  to  the  South-Sea  annuitants, 
this  might  be  eafily  done,  by  dividing  them  into 
four  clafles,  two  of  old  and  new  annuities  at 
3  per  Cent,  or  if  you  pleafe  you  might  make 
but  one  of  both  thefe,  and  two  of  old  and  new 
annuities  at  4  per  Cent,  in  which  cafe  all  future 
payments  might  be  applied  to  the  two  latter, 
without  breeding  any  confufion  or  caufing  any 
difputes :  But,  fuppofe  this  to  be  the  cafe  of 
the  flockholders  of  our  trading  companies  ;  it 
would  breed  great  confufion  among  them,  with  re- 
gard to  the  method  of  dividing  the  future  profits 
of  their  trade,  and  it  would  caufe  great  difputes  5 
for  the  proprietors  of  flock  at  4  per  Cent,  might 
infifl,  they  had  a  right  to  a  greater  fhare  of  the 
profits  of  their  trade,  than  thofe  at  3  per  Cenr. 
efpeclally  if  it  be  true  that  the  annuity  paid  to 
thefe  companies  by  the  publick,  enables  them  to 
increafe  their  trade  -,  and  even  after  the  4  per 
Cents,  were  all  paid  off,  they  might  infifl  upon 
their  fhare  of  the  profits  by  trade,  as  long  as 
the  company  continued  ;  in  the  fame  manner  as 
the  prefent  proprietors  of  Eaji-India  flock  might 

^  infifl 
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infifl  upon  having  their  profits  by  trade  divided 
among  them,  proportionably  to  their  refpedlive 
fhares,  though  the  debt  due  to  them  by  the 
publick  {hould  be  all  immediately  paid  off. 
^  From  thefe  obfer nations,  Sir,  it  will  appear, 
that  the  favour  defigned  by  the  fcheme,  as  firft 
offered,  to  be  ihewn  particularly  to  the  South- 
Sea  arfuuitants,  proceeds  from  a  regard  for  the 
publick  good,  from  a  regard  for  their  fuperior 
merit,  and  from  a  proper  caution  not  to  breed 
any  confufion,  or  difpute  among  our  other  pub- 
lick creditors  ;  and  can  any  gentleman  fay,  that 
a  favour  founded  upon  fuch  fubftantial  reafons, 
is  either  partial  or  unjuft  ?  Therefore,  if  we 
fuppofe  the  fcheme  advantageous  for  the  South- 
Sea  annuitants,  we  cannot  accufe  it  of  any  par- 
tiality or  injuflice  ;  and  we  cannot  fuppofe  It 
difadv:antageous  to  any  fuch  annuitant,  licaufe, 
if  he  does  not  like  the  terms  propofed,  he  may 
continue  in  the  fame  condition  he  is  in  at  pre- 
fent  •,  he  may  continue  to  enjoy  his  4  per  Cent. 
till  his  capital  be  paid  off,  and  I  hope  no  annui- 
tant expeds  to  enjoy  It,  any  longer,  or  imagines 
it  is  doing  injuftice  to  him,  to  put  the  publick 
in  a  way  of  paying  hirn  off  fooner. 
*  After  what  I  have  faid.  Sir,  It  may  be  fup- 
pofed,  that  I  am  againft  agreeing  to  the  amend- 
ment or  enlargement  propofed  \  and  if  I  were, 
it  would  not  be  without  good  reafons  ;  for  it  is 
certainly  inconfiftent  with  the  publick  good 
to  grant  a  term  of  fourteen  years  Irredeemable 
to  any  of  our  trading  companies,  if  v/e  could 
any  way  avoid  it ;  and,  I  am  fure,  it  is  incon- 
iiilent  with  the  publick  good,  to  make  a  pre- 
fent  to  the  B^<nk  of  above  800,000/.  which  will 
be  the  cafe,  if  we  grant  them  a  prolongation  of 
their  term  for  eight  years  without  any  confidera- 
tion  ;,  and,  laftly,  I  cannot  think  it  very  con- 
iiftent  v.'ith  the  publick  good  to  run  the  rifk  of 

'     ^  breed- 
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*•  breeding  a  confuCion  and  difpure  among  any  of 
^  our  publick  creditors :  But  as  my  hopes  of  fuc- 
^  cefs  depend  entirely  upon  the  hearty  concurrence 
^  of  the  honourable  gentleman  and  his  friends,  I 
'  am  for  agreeing  to  what  he  has  been  pleafed  to 

*  propofe  •,  becaufe  the  firft  two  difadvantages 
'  muft,  I  find,  be  fubmitted  to,  and  the  laft  will^ 

*  I  hope,  be  prevented,  by  each  of  our  compa- 

*  nies  coming  to  a  refolution  in  their  refpedlive  ge- 
'  neral  courts,  to  accept  of  3  per  Cent,  upon  the 

*  terms  offered,  by  which  all  confufion  and  dif- 
'  pute  among  their  proprietors  will  be  prevented  ; 
'  therefore  I  hope  the  honourable  gentleman  will 

*  again  rife  up,  and  move  for  fuch  refolutions  as 
'  may  be  agreeable  to  what  he  has  propofed.' 

This  was  the  fubftance  of  what  was  faid  upon 
this  new  topick,  and  there  being  no  occafion  for 
any  reply,  the  following  refolution  was  moved 
for  and  agreed  to,  viz. 

That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that 
all  the  publick  funds  redeemable  by  law,  which 
carry  an  interefl  of  4  per  Cent,  per  Annum^  be  re- 
deemed according  to  the  refpedlive  provifoes  or 
claufes  of  redemption  contained  in  the  a6ls  of 
Parliament  for  that  purpofe,  or  (with  confent  of 
the  proprietors)  be  converted  Into  an  interefl  or  ~ 
annuity  not  exceeding  3  per  Cent,  per  Annum,  not 
redeemable  till  after  fourteen  years. 

In  confequence  of  this,  the  following  refolution 
was  moved  for,  and  likewife  agreed  to,  viz. 

That  It  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that 
his  Majefty  be  enabled  to  borrow  from  any  perfon 
or  perfons,  bodies  politick  or  corporate,  any  funi 
or  fums  of  money  at  an  interefl:  not  exceeding  3 
per ^  Cent,  to  be  applied  towards  redeeming  the 
national  debt. 

On  JVednefday,  March  30,  thefe  refolutions 
were  reported  by  Sir  Charles  Turner  to  the  houfe, 
and  the  firft  refolution  being  read  a  fecond  time^ 

and 
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and  a  new  debate  ariflngj  a  motion  was  made  for 
adjourning  the  further  confideration  of  the  faid 
report  till  Thurfday^  April  14  5  but  upon  th^^  que{^ 
tion's  being  putj  it  was  carried  in  the  negative. 

Then  an  amendment  to  the  refolution  was  pro- 
pofed  by  General  Wade^  and  feconded  by  IV alter 
Plurnmer^  Efq;  viz.  That  inftead  of  the  words^ 
not  exceeding  3  per  Cent,  per  Annum ^  the  v/ords, 
7iot  exceeding  3  i  per  Cent,  per  Annum,^  fhould  be 
inferted.  Upon  which  Samuel  Sandys,,  Efq;  took 
notice.  That  the  amendment  propofed  was  fuch 
a  one  as  could  not  be  made  upon  a  report  -,  be- 
caufe  it  was  for  a  larger  fum  annually  than  what 
they  had  agreed  to  in  the  committee  5  and  that 
therefore,  if  they  had  a  mind  to  allow  a  higher 
intereffc  than  3  per  Cent,  they  muft  recommit  the 
refolution.  Whereupon  Mr.  Plummer  faid.  That, 
as  had  before  been  taken  notice  of  by  Thomas 
Gore^  Efq;  upon  the  motion  for  adjourning,  the 
affair's  depending  in  that  houf^  had,  he  founds 
occaiioned  fo  much  gaming  in  ^Change- Alley ^  that 
if  the  amendment  he  had  feconded,  could  not 
be  agreed  to  upon  the  report,  he  would  be  againft 
recommitting ;  becaufe  he  was  for  having  the  af- 
fair determined  fome  way  or  other  with  as  great 
expedition  as  pofTible,  in  order  to  put  a  ftop  to 
that  infamous  pradlice  of  ftockjobbing. 

Neverthelefs,  a  motion  was  made  for  recom- 
mitting;  but  upon  the  queftion's  being  put,  it 
was,  upon  a  divifion,  carried  in  the  negative  by 
220  to  157. 

After  which,  both  the  refolutions  were  agreed 
to,  and  Sir  John  Barnard^  Mr.  Worthy,,  and  the 
Mafter  of  the  Rolls,  were  ordered  to  prepare  and 
bring  in  a  bill  upon  the  refolutions  fo  agreed  to. 

The  chief  fpeakers  in  thefe  debates  in  the  com- 
mittee and  upon  the  report,  for  the  redudlions 
were.  Sir  John  Barnard,,  the  Mafter  of  the  Rolls, 
Edward  Wortley  Montagu,^  Efq;  John  Howe,,  Efqu 

nomas 
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Thcmas  Gore^  Efq^  Samuel  Sandys^  Efq;  £5?^.  and  the 
chief  fpeakers  agalnft  the  redudion  were,  Mr.  A\- 
derm^n  Hcaihcoie,  Peter  Burrel,  Efq-,  Samuel  Hoi- 
deii,  Efq;  Sir  Charles  PFager^  General  Wade^  James 
Oglethorpe^  Efq;  Robert  Knight^  Efq;  £ffr.  and  Sir 
Robert  Walpole^  who  fpoke  not  fo  much  againft 
the  redudion,  as  againft  its  being  then  a  proper 
time  for  undertaking  fuch  a  fcheme. 

As  foon  as  this  bill  was  ordered  to  be  brought 
in,  Sir  John  Barnard  ftood  up,  and  after  making 
a  fhort  fpeech,  moved,  That  that  houfe  would ^ 
as  foon  as  the  intereft  of  all  the  national  redeem- 
able debt  fhould  be  reduced  to  3/.  fer  Cent,  per 
Annum^  take  off  fome  of  the  heavy  taxes,  which 
opprefs  the  poor  and  the  manufadlurers. 

Upon  this  motion  there  enfued  a  debate,  in 
which  the  arguments  for  the  motion  were  to  the 
efFedl  as  follows,  'viz. 

*  Sir,  As  the  increafe,  or  rather  the  revival  of  Debate  upon 

*  our  trade,  is  one  of  the  chief  ends  intended  by  l^XZJr 
'  the  refolutions  we  have  now   agreed   to,    and  refoiving  to 

*  as  the  profperity  of  trade  depends  as  much  up-  T^t\f  the 
'  on  the  low  rate  of  wages,  as  upon  the  low  rate  ^"^T  '^^^'* 

*  of  intereft,  I  ihall  beg  leave  to  make  you  a  mo- 
«  tion  for  another  refolution,  which  I  take  to  be 
'  a  natural  confequence  of  the  two  refolutions  we 

*  have  now  agreed  to  j  but  before  I  make  you  the 
«  motion  1  intend,  I  fhall  take  the  liberty  to  make 

*  fome  obfervations  upon  the  nature  of  trade  in 

*  general ;  and  in  the  firft  place,  I  muft  obferve, 
'  that  natural  commodities,  however  valuable,  by 

*  which  I  mean  fuch  as  are  produced  without  any 

*  great  art  or  induftry  of  the  people,  are  never  of 

*  any  great  fervice  to  a  country,  becaufe  they 
'  maintain  no  great  number  of  fubjeds,  nor  enrich 
«  many  individuals.     The  gold  and  filver  of  the 

*  Spanijh  and  Portuguefe  fettlements  in  America^ 

*  are 
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are  commodities  of  great  value ;  but  as  they  are 
produced  by  the  labour  of  flaves,  and  enrich 
only  the  king  and  a  few  great  lords,  they  have 
rather  diminifhed  than  increafed  the  power  and 
the  riches  of  both  thofe  kingdoms  •,  the  reafon 
of  which  is,  becaufe  they  maintain  ho  great 
number  of  induftrious  fubjedts,  in  which  the 
power  of  a  country  confifts  ,  and  the  riches  that 
belong  entirely  to  the  king,  or  to  a  few  great 
men,  are  generally  wafted  in  luxury  and  extra- 
vagance, or  employed  in  ambitious  projedls^ 
which  no  way  tend  to  the  publick  good  of  the 
country.  This  prevents  the  increafe  of  natural- 
born  fubjecls,  and  renders  fuch  as  they  have 
lazy,  idle,  and  extravagant  5  fo  that  thofe  very 
riches,  which  are  brought  in  by  the  labour  of 
their  ilaves,  they  are  every  year  obliged  to  fend 
out,  for  purchafing  the  neceflaries  of  life,  or 
fuch  things  as  are  proper  for  fupporting  their 
luxury. 

'  From  hence  we  may  fee.  Sir,  that  the  only 
commodities  proper  for  increafing  or  fupporting 
the  power  and  the  riches  of  a  country,  are  thofe 
which  are  produced  by  the  art  and  induftry  of 
the  inhabitants.  The  production  or  manufac- 
ture, and  fale  or  exchange,  of  fuch  commodi- 
ties is  that  only  which  can  properly  be  called 
trade  ;  and  of  fuch  commodities  no  country  can 
have  any  great  quantity,  unlefs  they  can  fell 
them  cheaper  than  any  of  their  neighbours  can 
fell  commodities  of  the  fame  kind  and  goodriefs. 
Now  as  the  original  materials  of  all  fuch  com- 
modities are  to  be  got  by  the  people  of  all  coun- 
tries, at  pretty  near  the  fame  price,  the  diffe- 
rence between  the  price  of  fuch  commodities 
when  work'd  up  in  one  country,  and  the  price 
of  them  when  work'd  up  in  another,  muft  al- 
ways depend  upon  the  price  of  labour ;  that  19 
to  fay,  the  wages  given  to  workmen  and  fer» 

«  vaiitsj 
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vants  *,  for  no  fuch  commodities  can  be  fold  ib 
cheap  by  the  people  of  a  country  where  the  wa- 
ges given  to  workmen  and  fervants  are  high,  as 
commodities  of  the  fame  kind  and  goodnefs 
may  be  fold  by  the  people  of  a  counti-y  where 
the  wages  given  to  v/orkmen  and  fervants  are 
low  ;  but  in  all  countries  the  price  of  labour,  or 
the  wages  given  to  workmen  and  fervants,  muft 
depend  upon  the  price  of  thofe  provifions  which 
are  necefiary  for  their  convenient  fupport ;  I  fay. 
Sir,  their  convenient  fupport  ;  for  even  the 
pooreft  workman  muft,  and  will  have  fome  of 
the  conveniencies  of  life ;  and  that  country 
where  the  ufual  price  of  labour  can  afford  the 
labourers  mofl:  of  the  conveniencies  of  life,  v/ill 
always  at  laft  come  to  have  the  greateft  number 
of  workmen,  in  all  forts  of  trade  and  manufac- 
ture. A  glut  of  bufinefs,  or  a  fcarcity  of  work- 
men, may  fometimes  occafion  the  wages  of 
workmen  and  fervants  to  be  higher  in  one  coun- 
try than  another;  but  if  the  price  of  the  ne- 
ceflaries  and  conveniencies  of  life  be  equal  in 
both,  the  workmen  will  by  degrees  leave  the 
country  where  wages  are  low,  and  repair  to 
that  country  where  wages  are  high  -,  by  which 
means  the  price  of  labour  in  both  countries  wili 
at  laft  be  brought  upon  a  par:  This  will  al- 
ways be  the  cafe  where  the  price  of  the  necefTa^ 
ries  and  conveniencies  of  life  is  the  fame  in  both 
countries  -,  but  if  the  price  of  the  necefTaries 
and  conveniencies  of  life,  by  accident  or  bad 
meafures,  become  dearer  in  one  country  than  in 
another,  and  continue  fo  for  fome  time,  in 
that  country  where  fuch  neceflaries  and  conve- 
niencies are  deireft,  the  price  of  labour  muft 
rife,  or  their  workmen  and  fervants  wili  :^li 
leave  therri ;  for  though  the  dedre  to  live  in 
their  native  country  may  keep  them  at  home 
for  fome  time,  and  may  make  them  chufe  to 
Vol.  XV.  Q^  *  live 
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live  much  more  fparlngly  by  their  labour  at 
home,  than  they  could  do  by  the  fame  labour 
in  another  country,  yet  fome  v/Ill  be  every  year 
deferting,  and  the  m.ore  that  have  deferted,  the 
greater  encouragement  will  thofe  that  remairi 
have  to  defert ;  fo  that  the  dcfertion  muft  necef- 
farily  and  inevitably  at  laii  become  general. 
'  This,  I  fay,  Sir,  will  certainly  be  the  events 
if  the  price  of  labour,  or  the  wages  of  work- 
men, are  not  raifed  in  proportion  as  the  price  of 
the  necefliiries  and  conveniencies  of  life  rifes  in 
any  country  j  and  if  the  price  of  labour  be 
raifed  higher  in  one  country  than  it  is  in  another, 
we  may  eafily  fee  what  will  be  the  neceflary  con- 
fequence.  As  the  price  of  the  original  materials 
of  all  forts  of  commodities  produced  by  the  art 
and  induilry  of  the  people,  is  pretty  much  the 
fame  in  all  countries,  thofe  commodities  may  be 
fold  cheaper  by  the  people  of  that  country 
where  the  price  of  labour  is  cheap,  than  they 
can  be  by  the  people  of  that  country  where  the 
price  of  labour  is  dear ;  the  neceflary  confe- 
quence  of  which  muft  be,  that  the  former,  by 
underfelling,  will  firft  beat  the  latter  out  of  all 
foreign  markets,  and  at  laft  even  out  of  their 
own  home  market ;  for  though  a  country  may 
by  fevere  lav/s  and  high  penalties,  for  fome 
time,  prevent  the  importation  of  thofe  foreign 
commodities  which  are  of  the  fame  nature  with 
their  own,  yet  the  execution  of  fuch  laws  will 
at  laft  become  fo  grievous  to  the  people,  that  it 
muft  either  be  negledled,  or  the  laws  repealed  j 
becaufe  the  people  can  never  be  perfuaded  it  is  a 
crime  to  buy  at  the  cheapeft  hand,  nor  can 
they  bear  to  fee  their  fellow  countrymen  punifh- 
ed  for  what  they  think  no  crime:  They  nei- 
ther will,  nor  can  enquire  into  the  caufes  of  the 
dearnefs  of  fuch  commodities  in  their  own 
country,    but  will  think  it  proceeds  from  th« 

*  cove- 
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'  covetoufnefs  of  thofe  concerned  in  the  trade  ; 
'  therefore  fuch  laws  always  have  produced,  and 
*•  always  will  at  laft  produce  murmurings  and  in- 
'  furredlions  among  the  people  -,  fo  that  the  ^o- 
'  vernment  at  laft  will  be  obliged,  for  the  fake  of 
'  quiet,  to  let  the  people  buy  where  they  beft 
'  can ;  and  this  hberty  will  put  a  full  ftop  to  any 
'  manufadtures  that  may  then  be  remaining  among 
'  thern. 

'  There  are  many  other  confiderations.  Sir, 
'  which  contribute  towards  rendering  trade  mord 
'  flourifhing  in  one  country  than  another  ;  fuch  as 
'  a  happy  conftitution  of  government,  and  good 

*  laws  and  cuftoms  for  fecuring  the  liberty  and 

*  property  of  the  fubjedl ;    a  regard  and  efteem 

*  lliewn  by  the  laws  for  merchants  and  tradefmen ; 

*  a  low  rate  of  the  natural  intereft  of  money  ;  and 
'  many  others  *,  but  this  I  will  fay^  that  of  two 
'  countries  alike  in  all  other  circumftancesj    the 

*  trade  of  that  country  will  flourifh  moft  where 
'  the  price  of  labour  is  cheapeft,  and  where  they 
'  may  have  the  original  materials  of  thofe  com- 
'  modities  which  are  produced  by  the  art  and  in- 

*  duftry    of   the    people,    at    the    cheapeft    rate. 

*  Nay,  if  there  be  a  rivalfhip  between  them,  as 
'  to  the  produdlion  of  any  fuch  commodity,  we 

*  may  depend  on  it  the  former  will  at  laft  beat  the 
'  other  entirely  out  of  the  buftnefs.  From  henc^ 
'  we  may  fee,    how  ruinous  it  nluft   be  to  the 

*  trade  of  any  country,  to  lay  taxes  upon  any 
'  provifions  that  are  neceiTary  for  the  convenient 

*  fupport  of   their  labourers,    manufadburers,    or 

*  tradefmen  j  or  upon  any  of  the  original  materials 

*  of  thofe  commodities,  which  are  produced  by 
'  the  art  and  induftry  of  their  people :  From 
'  hence  we  muft  fee,  that  the  trade  of  any  fuch 
'  country  muft  rieceffarily  at  laft  be  undone,  if 
'  their  neighbours  be  in  any  fort  of  condition  to 
'  take  advantage  of   the  flip  they  have  made  : 

0^2  '  And 
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And  from  hence  we  mud  fee,  how  neceflary  it 
is  for  us  to  take  the  moft  effedlual,  and  the 
moft  immediate  meafures  for  relieving  our  peo- 
ple, from  thofe  taxes  which  lie  heavy  not  only 
upon  almoft  all  forts  of  provifions,  but  upon 
almoft  all  forts  of  materials.  We  may  make 
laws  againft  fmuggling,  we  may  make  laws 
againft  exporting  our  wool,  we  may  make  laws 
againft  inveigling  our  workmen  into  foreign 
countries  :  Thefe  are  but  quackifh  remedies  ;  if 
we  have  a  mind  to  work  a  thorough  cure,  we 
muft  remove  the  caufe,  which  certainly  proceeds 
from  our  many  heavy  taxes  \  for  none  of  our 
workmen  would  go  to  foreign  countries,  if  they 
could  live  more  conveniently  by  their  labour  iix 
this,  than  they  could  in  any  other  •,  none  of  our 
wool  would  hz  exported,  if  it  could  be  wrought 
up  in  this  country  cheaper  than  in  any  other, 
efpecially,  if  by  our  treaties  we  took  care  to 
have  a  free  entry  for  our  manufac5lures  into  every 
country  j  and  no  foreign  manufa(5lure  would  be 
imported  upon  us,  if  the  prime  coil  were  higher 
than  the  fame  fort  of  manufacture  could  be 
bought  for  here  at  home. 
'  I  know,  Sir,  it  has  been  faid  our  taxes  are  no 
way  infupportable,  nor  heavier  in  this  country 
than  they,  are  in  Holland  or  France-,  but  if 
thofe  gentlemen  would  compare  the  taxes,  and 
the  methods  of  raifing  them  in  this  country, 
with  the  taxes  and  methods  of  railing  them  ei- 
ther in  France  or  Holland^  or  any  other  coun- 
try of  Europe^  they  will  find  that  the  taxes  in 
this  country  are  more  burdenfome  upon  trade, 
and  the  methods  of  raifing  them  more  inconve- 
nient for  the  merchant  and  dealer,  than  in  any 
country  of  Europe  \  infomuch  that,  if  it  were 
not  for  the  natural  advantage  we  enjoy  by 
means  of  our  fituation,  and  the  many  flourifh- 
ing  plantations  we  have  in  the  Weft-Indies^  and 

*  for 
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'  for  that  artificial  advantage  which  has  been  hand- 
'  ed  down  to  us  from  our  wife  anceftors,  and 
^  which,  I  hope,  we  fhall  take  care  to  preferve, 
'  I  mean  the  fuperior  excellence  of  our  conilitu- 
^  tlon,  laws,  and  cuftoms ;    I  fay,  if  it  were  not 

*  for  thefe  advantages,  I  am  convinced,  our  trade 
^  would  already  have  been  entirely  loft.  Thefe 
'  advantages,  efpecially  our  plantations,  and  the 
'  great  exports  and  imports  we  make  to  and  from 
'  them,  have  hitherto  preferved  our  trade  and 
^  our  manufadlures  ;  but  our  plantations  will  at 
'  laft  fall  upon  ways  and  means  to  furnifh  them- 
^  felves  with  foreign  manufadures,  or  with  fuch 
^  as  are  work'd  up  among  themfelves,  if  they 
'  find  they  can  do  it  at  a  much  cheaper  rate  than 
'  they  can  have  any  fuch  from  us  \  and  with 
'  refped  to  our  imports  from  thence,  fuch  as 
'  fugars,  rum,  tobacco,  flcins,  and  the  like,  we 
'  may  continue  for  many  years  to  fupply  our 
'  home  market  with  fuch  commodities  from  our 
'  own  plantations,  by  means  of  prohibitory  laws 
'  and  high  duties  upon  foreign  commodities  of  the 
'  fame  kind  ;  but  if  our  prefent  high  rate  of  in- 

'  tereft  and  high  duties  continue,  and  if  the 
'  French  continue  to  Improve  their  plantations  for 
'  years  to  come,   as  faft  as  they  have  done  for 

•  thefe  twenty  years  paft,  I  am  afraid  It  may  foon 
^  be  put  out  of  our  power  to  fupply  any  foreign 
^  market  with  any  even  of  thofe  commodities  ; 
'  and  if  all  foreign  markets  fhould  be  fiiut  up 
'  againft  us,  both  with  refpe6l  to  our  home  ma- 
'  nufadlures,  and  with  refped  to  the  produce  of 
'  our  plantations,  our  luxury  muft  cither  greatly 
^  dlmlnifh,  or  we  would  foon  have  no  occafion  to 
'  be  afraid  of  foreigners  drawing  our  money  away 
^  from  us,  by  the  file  of  their  property  in  our 
'  funds-,  for  if  they  could  fell  that  property  for 
^  any  price,  which  is  much  to  be  queftioned, 
^  they    would  find  no  monev  In  the  kingdom  to 

0^3  *  draw 
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*  draw  out  of  it,  they  would  be  obliged  to  take 
'  and  export  pur  corn,  cattle,  tin,  lead,  or  wool, 

*  in  lieu  of  that  property  they  had  fo  difpofed 
'  of. 

*  That  the  dearnefs  of  provifions,  and  confe- 
'  quently  of  labour,  in  this  kingdom,    does  not 

*  proceed  from  money  being  more  plenty  in  this 

*  country   than  in  France  or  Holland^  is  evident, 

*  Sir,  from  the  natural  rate  of  intereft  between 
'  man  and  rr^an  being  higher  in  this  country  than 
*■  in  either  of  the  other  two  ;  and  the  dearnefs 
'  of  proyifions  and  labour,  in  and  about  London^ 
^  does  not  fo  much  proceed  from  a  greater  plenty 
'  of  money  in  and  about  London^  as  from  their 
'  taxes  being  more  numerous,  and  more  heavy, 
'  than  in  any  other  part  of  the  kingdom  ;  for  all 
'  taxes    are    more    ftrid^y    raifed    in   and  about 

*  London  than  in  any  other  part  of  the  kingdom  ; 
••  and  the  inhabitants  in  and  about  London^  even 

*  thofe  of  the  pooreft  fort,  are  fubjed  to  two  moil 
*•  grievous  taxes,  which  almoft  every  other  part 
'  of  the  kingdom  is  free  from  ,  I  mean  the  tax 
*"  upon  coals,  and  upon  ale-houfes  by  virtue  of  the 
'  pot-ac5l,  botk^  which  fall  extreamly  heavy  upon 
'  the  poor  labourer  and  manufadlurer,  and  muft 
'  neceflarily  make  both  provifions  and  labour 
'  much  dearer  in  and  about  London^  than  in  any 
'  other  part  of  the  kingdom  \  therefore,  I  hope, 
'  thefe  two  taxes  will  be  among  the  firft  to  be 
'  taken  off;  for  I  muft  think  the  manufadurers 
'  and  labourers  in  and  about  London^  if  they  are 

*  not  put  upon  an  equal  footing  with  their  foreign 
'  neighbours,  they  ought  at  leaft  to  be  put  upon 
'  an   equal    footing   with    their   domeftick  ncigh- 

*  hours  ;  efpecially  confidering  that  they  will  be 
'  the  greateil  fufferers  by  the  redu<5lion  of  the  in- 
•-  tereft  payable   upon  our   publick  flinds.      But 

*  there  is  another  ftrong  reafon  for  making  labour 
•^  as  cheap  as  pofiible  in  and  about  London^,  becaufe 

'  there 
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there  are  many  forts  of  manufactures  which  can- 
not fo  conveniently  be  carried  on  in  any  part  of 
the  kingdom  as  In  or  near  London^  and  all  fhlps 
which  carry  out  a  cargoe  confifling  of  a  great 
variety  of  forts  of  goods,  properly  forted  for 
the  foreign  market  to  which  they  are  bound, 
muft  take  their  cargoe  and  departure  generally 
from  London  \  fo  that  a  great  part  of  our  foreign 
trade,  as  long  as  we  have  any,  mufl  always  de- 
pend upon  our  exports  from  the  port  of  hon- 
don  \  and  many  of  our  homeward-bound  fhlps 
muft  come  to  unload  the  whole  or  a  part  of 
their  cargoe  at  London^  before  they  can  return 
to  the  port  from  whence  they  fet  out :  For 
which  reafon  we  ought,  if  pofTible,  to  render 
the  price  of  provifions,  and  confequently  the 
price  of  labour,  as  cheap  at  London^  as  it  is  in 
any  part  of  this  kingdom,  or  in  any  trading 
country  in  Europe  \  at  leaft,  I  am  fure,  we 
ought  neither  to  impofe,  nor  continue  any  tax, 
which  muft  neceHarily  enhance  the  price  both 
of  the  one  and  the  other. 
'  After  having  thus  fhevvn  the  necefTary  and 
the  fatal  confequences  of  taxes  upon  the  necefla- 
ries  of  life,  or  upon  the  original  materials  pro-' 
per  for  any  manufadure,  I  am  convinced  eve- 
ry gentleman  that  hears  me  will  be  of  opinion 
that,  as  foon  as  the  intereft  payable  upon  our 
publick  funds  is  reduced  to  3  per  Cent,  we 
ought  to  annihilate  fome  part  of  the  finking 
fund,  by  abollfhing  fome  of  the  heavy  taxes 
that  opprefs  our  poor  labourers  and  manufafflu- 
rers ;  for  that  we  have  fome  fuch,  cannot,  I 
think,  be  queftloned,  after  what  his  prefent  Ma- 
jefty  was  pleafed  to  recommend  to  us  from  the 
throne  but  a  few  years  fince.  And  in  order  to 
convince  all  thofe  without  doors  that  this  is  our 
real  intention,  we  ought,  I  think,  immediately 
to  come  to  fame  fuch  refoiution ;  becaufe  it  will  not 
O  4  '  only 
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only  contribute  towards  the  fuccefs  of  the 
fcheme  we  have  juft  now  agreed  to,  but  It  will 
likewlfe  contribute  towards  preventing  Tome  of 
our  workmen  from  going  abroad,  who  are  now, 
perhaps,  making  preparations  for  that  purpofe, 
and  towards  prevailing  with  fome  mafters  pf 
manufadures  to  continue  in  their  bufinefs,  who 
are  now,  perhaps,  through  defpair,  refolving 
to  give  it  up.  When  our  moneyed  men  and 
other  {lockholders  fee  a  folemn  refolution  of 
Parliament  for  abolIAiing  fome  of  our  moft  hea- 
vy taxes,  and  when  they  confider  the  great  be- 
nefit that  may  accrue  therefrom  to  our  trade, 
and  the  great  relief  it  will  afford  to  our  poor  la- 
bourers and  manufa6lurers,  if  they  have  the 
leaft  regard  for  their  country,  they  will  cer- 
tainly contribute  with  the  more  alacrity  to- 
wards the  fuccefs  of  a  fcheme,  from  which  fo 
many  publick  benefits  may  be  reafonably  ex- 
pedled  ',  and  even  the  moft  felfifh  flockholders 
will  find  in  fuch  a  refokition  this  comfort,  that 
if  their  revenue  be  diminiilied  by  the  redudion 
of  intereft,  their  lofs  will  be  in  fome  meafure 
compenfated  by  the  diminution  of  their  expence, 
which  will  be  the  neceflary  confequence  of  abo- 
lifhing  any  of  our  heavy  taxes,  nqt  only  with 
regard  to  thofe  commodities  which  are  difcharg- 
ed  of  the  tax,  but  with  regard  to  all  other  forts 
of  commodities  -,  for  a  tax  upon  any  one  of 
the  necefiaries  of  life  muft  enhance  the  price  not 
only  of  iill  the  other  neceflaries  of  life,  but 
likewife  of  all  thofe  things  that  are  proper  eithei: 
for  iht  conveniency  or  the  luxury  of  lifc 
Therefore,  the  abolifning  of  fome  of  our 
heavy  taxes  mud:  necefiarily  lefien  the  future 
expence  of  every  family  in  the  kingdom,  efpe- 
cially  about  London^  where  all  taxes  are  mofl 
flridrly  raifed,  and  moiT.  feverely  felt  -,  and  con- 
sequently a  refolution  for  that  purpofe  muft  na- 

*  turally 
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turally  tend  towards  making  every  man  contri- 
bute, with  the  more  alacrity,  to  the  fuccefs  of 
the  fcheme  we  have  now  agreed  to. 
*■  Such  a  refolution.  Sir,  will  not  only  contri- 
bute to  the  fuccefs  of  the  fcheme  without  doors, 
but  it  will  likewife  contribute  greatly  to  its  fuc- 
cefs within  doors ;  for  I  muft  confefs,  I  iliould 
myfelf  be  very  indifferent  about  its  fuccefs,  ei- 
ther within  doors  or  without,  if  I  did  not 
think  that  the  aboHfhing  of  fome  of  our  heavy 
taxes  would  be  the  neceffary  confequence  of  the 
reducing  the  intereft  payable  upon  the  public k 
funds  :  If  the  people  were  to  receive  no  benefit 
by  fuch  redudion,  if  I  thought  the  only  ad- 
vantage to  be  reaped  thereby,  v/ould  be  the  in- 
creafe  of  the  finking  fund,  •  I  fhould  be  very 
little  anxious  about  the  fuccefs  of  the  fcheme  \ 
becaufe  I  am  now  fully  convinced,  that  fund 
will  never  be  religioufly  and  regularly  applied 
to  the  ufes  for  which  it  was  intended  •,  but  will 
always  ferve  as  a  fund  for  leading  the  nation 
into  expenfive  and  unnecefTary  projedls  or  mea- 
fures  ;  and  may  hereafter  be  made  ufe  of  for 
rendering  fuccefsful  the  mofl  wicked  purpofes  an 
ambitious  prince,  or  a  guilty  minifber  can  invent 
or  contrive.  For  this  reafon,  I  am  fure,  there 
are  many  gentlemen  in  both  houfes  of  Parlia- 
ment, who  will  be  much  more  fanguine  for  the 
pafTing  of  the  bill  now  ordered  to  be  brought 
in,  than  they  would  otherwife  be,  if  they  are 
affured  that  the  redudlon  of  Interefl  will  be  at- 
tended with  a  diminution  of  taxes  ;  and  nothing 
can  contribute  more  towards  giving  gentlemen 
fuch  an  afTurance,  than  a  previous  refolution  of 
this  houfe,  that  as  foon  as  the  intereft  is  re- 
duced, fome  of  our  moft  burdenfome  taxes  will 
be  abolifhed  ;  therefore,  whatever  gentlemen 
may  pretend,  whatever  their  outward  profeflions 

'  may   be,    I    fliall   not   eafily   believe   they   are 

^  really 
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really  and  in  their  hearts  for  paffing  the  bill  we 
have  ordered  to  be  brought  in,  if  they  are 
againft  the  motion  I  am  now  to  make. 
*  In  the  debate.  Sir,  upon  the  refolutions  of 
the  committee  it  was,  I  think,  made  fully  ap- 
pear, that  a  reduction  of  intereft  would  be  a 
great  advantage  to  the  nation  in  general  -,  and  as 
thefe  refolutions  have  been  agreed  to  by  the 
houfe,  I  muft  conclude  the  majority  are  of  the 
fame  opinion  ;  yet  fuch  is  the  felfifhnefs  of  fome 
men  without  doors,  who  are  great  ftockholders, 
and  who  confequently  will  be  great  lofers  by 
what  has  been  agreed  to  within  doors,  that  they 
will  not  be,  or  will  pretend  they  are  not  con- 
vinced of  what  I  think  is  evident  at  firft  view. 
They  not  only  endeavour  to  convince  them- 
felves,  but  they  endeavour  to  convince  others, 
that  the  nation  will  be  no  way  benefited  by 
what  we  have  refolved  on,  but  that  on  the  con- 
trary moft  tradefmen  and  artificers  will  be  lofers  ; 
and  the  chief,  nay  the  only  argument  they 
make  ufe  of^  or  indeed  can  make  ufe  of,  is, 
that  we  have  no  defign  to  abolifh  any  of  the 
taxes,  but  only  to  increafe  the  (inking  fund  : 
Thus  fay  they  to  tradefmen  and  artificers,  you 
will  be  no  gainers  by  this  fcheme,  becaufe  you 
mufl  pay  the  fame  taxes  you  did  before  ;  and  as 
our  revenue  is  to  be  leffened,  we  mufl  contract 
our  expcnce,  we  cannot  lay  out  fo  much  money 
with  you  as  we  did  before,  fo  that  you  will  be 
lofers,  inftead  of  being  gainers  by  the  redu(ftion 
of  interert.  This,  Sir,  is  their  argument,  and 
by  means  of  this  argument  they  may  raife  up  a 
fpirit  of  difcontent  among  the  people;  for  it  is 
not  eafy  to  perfuade  the  generality  of  mankind 
of  the  advantages  they  m.ay  reap  by  the  reduc- 
tion of  interefl:,  unlefs  they  be  made  to  feel 
fome  immediate  advantage  by  the  abolifhing  of 
taxes  ',  therefore  to  evade  this  argument,  and  to 

'  obviate 
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*■  obviate   the   pernicious  defigns   of  fuch  felfifh 

'  men,   we  ought  now  to  come  to  a  refolution, 

'  that  as  foon  as  the  reduction  of  interefc  takes 

'  place,  fome  of  the  moft  heavy  taxes  fnall  cer- 

'  tainly  be  taken  off.      It  will  then  be  eafy  for 

'  any  man,  who  is  a  friend  to  the  fcheme,  or  to 

*  his  country,  to  fhew  to  every  tradefman,  fhop- 
'  keeper,  and  labourer,   that  he  muft  neceflariiy 

*  be  a  gainer  by  the  reduAion  of  intereft  •,  and 
'  this  wiil  of  courfe  reconcile  great  numbers  of 
'  people  to  the  intended  reducflion  of  intereft,  and 
'  to  his  Majefty's  government ;  at  leaft  it  will  put 
V  it  out  of  the  power  of  thofe  who,  from  felfifh 
'  views,  are  enemies  to  both,  to  raife  any  popular 
^  difcontent  againft  either  the  one  or  the  other. 

'  From  this  obfervation,  Sir,  I  muft  beg  leave 
'  to  fay,  that  no  man,  who  is  a  real  friend  to  the 
'  fcheme,  and  to  his  Majefty  and  his  government, 
'  can,  in  my  opinion,  be  againft  our  agreeing  to 

*  fuch  a  refolution  as  I  have  mentioned  •,  for,  how- 
'  ever  much  the  afFedions  and  good  opinion  of 

*  the  populace  may  be  defpifed  by  fome  men,  and 
*■  though  I  do  not  think  a  popularity  fhould  be 

*  courted  by  unjuftifiable  means,  or  by  mean  and 

*  imprudent  compliances,  yet  I  think  the  love  of 

*  the  people  in  general  is  what  every  government, 

*  and  every  private  man,  ought  to  endeavour  to 
^  obtain  ;  and  therefore,  when  we  fee  the  people 
«  mifled,  or  attempted  to  be  mifled,  we  ought  to 
'  take  all  poftible  meafures  to  undeceive  them,  or 
^  to  prevent  their  being  deceived  by  felfifh  and 

*  defigning  men.     However,  Sir,  when  I  fay  this, 

*  I  would  not  have  it  thought,  that  I  look  upon 
'  the  revilings  or  the  applaufes  of  a  mercenary 

*  mob,  a  mob  headed  by  clerks  of  the and 

*  other  fuch  mercenary  creatures,  to  be  any  tefti- 
'  mony  either  of  the  hatred  or  the  aiFedions  of 
f  the  people  ;   for  fuch  creatures  I   muft  always 

*  laok 
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'  look  on  as  enemies  to  the  people,  and  fhall  al- 
'  ways  be  proud  of  meriting  their  refentment. 

*  I  think.  Sir,  I  need  not  add  any  thing  further 
^  for  fhewing  the  reafonablenefs  and  the  neceflity 
<  of  the  refolution  I  have  mentioned  j  therefore 
'  I  fhall  conclude  with  making  you  this  motion, 
'  to  refolve.  That  this  houfe  will,  as  foon,  (f}c. 

*  (as  before  mentioned.) 

To  this  it  was  anfwered  in  fubftance  as  fol- 
lows, viz. 

*  Sir,  I  fhall  readily  agree  with  the  honourable 

*  gentleman  who  has  made  you  this  motion,  that 

*  taxes  upon  the  neceflaries  or  convenlencles  of 

*  life  muft  Increafe  the  price  of  labour,  and  that 
'  It  would  be  a  great  advantage  to  the  trade  of 

*  this  country,  and  a  great  relief  to  the  people, 
'  if  we  could  abollfh  fome  of  our  moft  heavy 
'  taxes  ;  but  I  cannot  agree  with  him  in  thinking, 

*  that  the  taxes  in  this  kingdom  are  more  burden- 
'  fome  upon  trade,  or  the  methods  of  railing 
'  them  more  Inconvenient  for  the  merchant  and 
*"  dealer,  than  in  any  of  our  neighbouring  coun- 
■^  tries  ',  and  much  lefs  can  I  agree  with  him,  that 
'  it  is  either  proper  or  neceflary  for  us  to  come  to 

*  any  immediate  refolution,  to  abollfh  fome  of 
"  our  moft  heavy  taxes,  as  foon  as  the  Intereft  of 
'  all  the  national  redeemable  debt  fhall  be  reduced 
^  to  3  per  Cent,  per  Annum.     I  wifh  tht  honoura- 

*  ble  gentleman  had  been  at  fome  more  pains  to 
'^  fhew  us  how  the  taxes  In  this  kingdom  are  more 
^  burdenfome  upon  trade,  or  the  methods  of  raifing 
'  them  more  inconvenient  for  the  merchant  and 
^  dealer,  than  m  any  of  our  neighbouring  coun- 
'  tries  ;  for  thefe  are  fads  which,  I  think,  deferve 
*■  fome  proof,  and  if  any  fuch  thing  had  been  at- 

*  tempted,  fome  methods  might  have  been  found 
'  for  fhewing  wherein  he  was  niiAaken  ,  for  to  a 

'  fimple 
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fimple  averment  of  a  fadt,  without  one  proof 
or  one  argument  for  enforcing  the  belief  of  it, 
no  anfwer  can  be  made  but  a  contrary  aver- 
ment ;  and  in  this,  with  refpedt  to  France  at 
leaft,  I  am  fure  I  may  be  juftified  ;  for  all  their 
taxes  are  not  only  impofed  but  raifed  in  an  arbi- 
trary manner  ;  and  as  moft  of  their  taxes  are 
farmed  by  merchants  and  deakrs,  their  people 
are  not  only  loaded  with  the  tax,  but  opprefied 
with  a  monopoly,  which  thofe  farmers  have  ge- 
nerally the  addrefs  to  get  into  their  own  hands, 
by  means  of  the  privileges  they  enjoy,  as  farm- 
ers of  that  particular  branch  of  the  revenue. 
In  Holland^  indeed,  the  peculiar  nature  of  their 
country  makes  It  more  eafy  for  them  to  raife 
their  taxes,  than  it  is  poffible  for  us  to  raife  any 
tax  we  can  impofe  ;  but  in  the  main  their  taxes 
are  much  heavier  upon  the  necefiaries  of  life, 
and  confequently  more  burdenfome  upon  trade, 
than  they  are  In  any  part  of  this  country,  not 
excepting  the  city  of  London  Itfelf ;  where  the 
taxes,  I  fhall  grant,  are  more  ftridlly  raifed,  and 
are  more  numerous,  than  in  any  other  part  of 
the  kingdom  5  but  this  does  not  proceed  from 
any  partiality  towards  the  reft  of  the  kingdom  : 
It  proceeds  from  the  nature  of  things,  which 
renders  it  ImpofTible  to  raife  the  taxes  fo  ftridly, 
or  to  impofe  fo  many,  in  any  other  part  of  the 
kingdom,  as  in  London^  and  within  the  bills  of 
mortality  j  and  this  difadvantage  is  fully  made 
good  to  the  inhabitants  in  and  about  London^  by 
its  being  the  metropolis  of  the  kingdom,  and 
the  center,  as  it  were,  of  all  the  trade  and  pub- 
lick  bufinefs  within  the  Britijh  dominions. 
*  With  regard  to  France  and  Holland  therefore, 
I  muft  think,  Sir,  and  it  has  always  been  the 
general  opinion,  that  the  fubjeds  of  each  are 
more  loaded,  and  more  opprefied  with  taxes  and 
excifes,  than  the  people  of  this  kingdom  •,  and 

'  witk 
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'  with  regard  to  any  other  country  of  Europe, 

*  they  may  not  perhaps  have  fo  many  or  fo  large 

*  taxes  as  we  have,  becaufe  their  people  in  general 
'  are  not  near  fo  rich  ;  but  in  each  of  them  their 
^  taxes   are   more   heavy  in   proportion   to  their 

*  riches  than  in  this  country,  and  their  method  of 
'  ralfing  taxes  is  more  arbitrary  and  more  op- 
'  preffive  ;  from  whence  I  muft  conclude,  our 
'  taxes  can  give  no  country  in  Europe  an  advan- 

*  tage  over  us  in  trade,  nor  can  the  price  of  la- 
'  bour,  or  the  wages  of  their  fervants  or  work- 
'  men,  be  cheaper  than  it  is  here  j  at  leaft,  if  it 

*  is,  that  cheapnefs  muft  proceed  from  their  not 

*  having  fo  great  a  plenty  of  money,    or  from 

*  their  workmen  and  fervants  being  more  frugal 
'  and  induftrious,  by  which  they  are  enabled  to 

*  live  upon  lefs  wages.  Neverthelefs,  I  fhall 
'  grant,  the  abolifhing  of  fome  of  our  moft 
'  heavy  taxes  would  be  a  great  benefit  to  the 
'  nation,  and  a  great  encouragement  to  our  trade^ 
'  becaufe  it  would  give  us  a  great  additional  ad- 

*  vantage  in  trade,  over  every  one  of  our  neigh- 

*  bours  ;    therefore  I  wifh  with  all  my  heart  it 

*  could  be  done,  but  in  our  prefent  circumftances 

*  I  do  not  think  it  pofTible,  or  at  leaft  not  con- 

*  fiftent  with  the  prefent  and  future  happinefs  of 

*  the  nation  ;  for  our  government  muft  be  fup- 

*  portedj  and  not  only  the  intereft  of  our  publick 

*  debts  muft  be  regularly  paid,  but  a  part  of  the 

*  principal  muft  be  yearly  difcharged,    in  order 

*  that  we  may  at  laft  get  free  of  our  debt  as  well 

*  as  of  moft  of  our  taxes.  If  we  abolifti  any  of 
'  our  taxes  before  our  debts  are  paid  off,  we  muft 

*  remain  longer  in  debt,  and  confequently  muft 
'  remain  longer  under  thofe  taxes  that  are  left 

*  unabolifhed  ;  fo  that  the  only  difference  is,  whe- 

*  ther  we  ftiall  remain  under  two  taxes  of  equal 

*  value  for  twenty  years,  or  under  one  of  thefe 

*  taxes  only,  for  forty  years  ?  Which  is  a  queftion 

«  that 
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*  that  in  my  opinion  is  very  doubtful,   and  re- 

*  quires  a  very  mature  confideration.     However, 

*  fuppofe  I  were  to  admit  that  fome  of  our  taxes 

*  ought  to  be  taken  off,  as  foon  as  the  intereft 
*■  payable  upon  our  publick  funds  is  reduced  to 

*  3  per  Cent,   fuppofe    I  were  to   admit  that   it 

*  would  be  better  for  the  nation  to  remain  forty 

*  years  under  a  tax  of  ico,ooo/.  yearly,  than  to 
'  remain  but  twenty  years  under  two  taxes  of 
'  100,000/.  yearly  each  ;  yet  I  cannot  admit  that 
'  it  is  either  neceflary  or  proper  for  this  houfe, 
'  upon  the  prefent  occafion,  to  come  to  any  fuch 
'  refolution  as  has  been  propofed. 

*  Every  one  knows.  Sir,  and  the  gentleman 
who  moved  you  this  queftion  is  very  fenfible, 
that  no  Parliament  has  any  power  or  authority 
over  a  future  Parliament,  nor  can  the  refolution 
of  one  feflion  be  a  tye  or  obligation  upon  any 
fucceeding  fefTion.  The  event  v/hich  the  refo- 
lution propofed  relates  to,  is  an  event  which 
cannot  poflibly  happen  during  this  fefTion  :  It  is 
impolTible  to  fuppofe  that  during  this  fefTion  the 
intereft  upon  all  our  publick  funds  can  be  re- 
duced to  3  per  Cent,  therefore  our  refolving 
what  fhall  be  done  when  that  event  happens, 
is  undertaking  for  a  future  fefTion,  which  we 
have  no  power  over,  nor  can  pretend  to  pr#- 
fcribe  to.  For  this  reafon,  if  the  intention  of 
the  refolution  be  to  encourage  cur  publick  cre- 
ditors to  come  in  and  fubfcribe  their  refpedive 
debts  at  3  per  Cent.  I  muft  beg  leave  to  fay  it  is 
in  fome  meafure  a  fort  of  fraudulent  intention, 
becaufe  it  is  offering  them  a  confideration  v/hich 
we  have  no  power  to  offer,  it  is  making  them 
a  promife  which  we  cannot  fulfil,  nor  oblige 
arvy  fucceeding  fefTion  to  fulfil ;  and  I  hope  this 
houfe  will  always  be  fo  careful  of  its  honour, 
as  never  to  come  to  any  refolution  or  determi- 

*  nation. 
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nation^  that  may  bear  the  leaft  imputation  of 
being  any  way  fraudulent  or  deceitful. 
'  But  fuppofe.  Sir,  we  had  a  power  to  refolve 
or  determine  what  fhall  be  done  by  any  future 
feffion,  yet  upon  the  prefent  occafion  we  ought 
to  avoid  coming  to  any  fuch  refolution  or  de- 
termination, as  what  is  now  propofed  ,  becaufe 
it  will  be  looked  on  as  a  fort  of  threatning.  It 
is  a  fort  of  publick  declaration,  that  the  nation 
fhall  never  be  freed  from  any  of  its  taxes,  till  the 
publick  creditors  agree  to  accept  of  3  per  Cent, 
for  the  money  due  to  them,  but  that  it  fhall 
be  freed  from  fome  of  its  moft  heavy  taxes,  as 
foon  as  they  agree  to  accept  of  that  intereft. 
By  fuch  a  declaration  what  an  unlucky  circum- 
ftance  fhall  we  put  all  our  creditors  in  ?  They 
mufl  give  up  a  fourth  part  of  their  revenue, 
which  many  of  them  can  very  ill  fpare,  they 
mufl  accept  of  a  lower  interefl  for  their  money 
than  any  other  man  in  the  kingdom  has,  or 
they  mufl  expofe  themfelves  to  the  malice  and 
refentment  of  the  people  in  general  ;  for  upon 
their  refufal  every  man  in  the  kingdom  would 
look  upon  them  as  the  caufe  of  all  the  taxes  he 
pays,  and  every  unfortunate  man  would  look 
upon  them  as  the  authors  of  his  mifery.  Nor 
does  it  fignify  any  thing  to  fay,  that  thofe  who 
do  not  chufe  to  accept  of,  or  cannot  live  upon 
3  per  Cent,  for  their  money,  may  fell  out  and 
imploy  their  money  where  they  befl  can  •,  for  if 
many  of  them  fhould  refolve  to  fell  out,  it 
would  foon  bring  the  price  of  every  one  of  our 
funds  below  par,  and  then  they  would  be  re- 
duced to  the  hard  necefTity  of  lofmg  a  part  of 
their  capital,  or  of  taking  fuch  an  interefl  as 
the  publick  fhould  be  pleafed  to  give  them. 
After  fuch  a  publick  declaration  therefore,  mofl 
of  thofe  who  are  now  the  creditors  of  the  pub- 
lick,   muft  neceffarily  remain  fo,    and  if  they 

*  do. 
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'  do,  they  muft  either  accept  of  3  per  Cent,  or 

'  they  muft  expofe  themfelves  to  the  malice  and 

*  refentment  of  the  whole  nation,  which  is  a  cir- 
'  cumftance  no  wife  man  would  chufe  ;  and  for 

*  this  reafon  I  muft  look  upon  the  refolution  pro- 

*  pofed,   as  a  fort  of  threatning  and    frightning 

*  our  creditors  into  the  accepting  of  3  per  Cent, 

*  which  is  a  fort  of  treatment  I  ftiall  never,  for 
'  any  coniideration,  agree  to. 

*  This,  Sir,  is  a  method  of  treating  our  pub- 
'  lick  creditors,  which  I  hope  we  ftiall  never  have 
'  the  leaft  occafion  for  *,  and  in  order  to  prevent 
<  the  nation's  being  of  opinion  that  they  can  never 
'  be  freed  from  taxes,  unlefs  the  intereft  upon  all 

*  our  publick  funds  be  reduced  to  3  per  Cent,  and 
'  confequently    to   prevent   any    publick  creditor 

*  from    incurring    the   refentment  of   the  people 

*  for  refufing  to  accept  of  that  intereft,  I  muft 
'  beg  leave  to  put  you  in  mind,  that  tho'  the  in- 
'  tereft  of  our  publick  funds  be  never  reduced  be- 

*  low  what  it  is  at  prefent,   yet  if  our  taxes  be 

*  continued,  and  the  fmking  fund  regularly  ap- 
'  plied,    the  people  may  be  freed  from  all   their 

*  taxes,  except  fuch  as  are  neceflary  for  the  cur- 
'  rent  fervice,  in  about  twenty-four  years,  fup- 
'  pofing  our  debts  to  be  forty-eight  millions,  and 

*  the  annual  amount  of  the  finking  fund  to  be 

*  1,200,000/.  And  that  if  it  ftiould  be  thought 
'  for  the  benefit  of  the  nation  to  abolifti  fome  of 

*  our  heavy  taxes,  before  our  debts  be  wholly 
'  paid  off,  we  may  now  do  it  without  any  re- 
'  dudtion  of  intereft,  and  yet  leave  a  very  confi- 
^  derable  fmking  fund  remaining  for  the  payment 
^  of  a  part  of  our  debts  yearly  :  Nay,  all  the 
'  advantage  we  can  exped  by  the  great  reduc5lion 
'  propofed,  is  only  an  addition  of  about  400,000/. 
'  a  year  to  the  finking  fund,  and  that  addition  we 
^  ftiall  acquire  in  lefs  than  eight  years,  without 
'  any   redudion   of    intereft,    or    threatning    our 

Vol.  XV.  R  *  publick 
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*  publick  creditors  with  the  publick  refentment ; 

*  fo  that  in  lefs  than  eight  years  time  we  fhall  be 

*  in  as  good  a  condition  for  aboJilhing  taxes,  and 

*  may  abolilh  as  many  of  them,  without  any 
'  fuch  redudion,  as  we  can  do  at  prefent,  fup- 
'  pofing  fuch  a  redudion  were  already  brought  a- 
'  bout :  From  all  which  I  muft  conclude,  that, 
'  with  refpedl  to  the  abolifhing  of  taxes,  it  is  no 

*  matter  of   any   great   moment   to   the   people, 

*  v/hether  the  redudlion  takes  place  or  not. 

'  I  fhall  readily  grant.  Sir,  that  the  reducing 

*  of  the  intereft  upon  our  funds  from  4  to  3  per 
'  Cent,  would  be  a  confiderable  faving  to  the  pub- 
'  lick ;  but  to  pretend  that  the  abolifhing  of 
'  taxes  equal  in  value  to  that  reduction,  would  be 

*  a  compenfation  to  the  publick  creditors  for  the 
'  lofs  of  one  fourth  part  of  their  yearly  revenue, 

*  is  what  I  am  not  a  little  furprized  at ;  for  the  a- 

*  bolifhing  of  the  duties  upon  candles  and  foap 
'  would  amount  almofl  to  the  full  value  of  what 
'  we  could  fave  by  the  redudion,  and  to  pretend 

*  that  the  faving  of  i  ^.  a  pound  upon  candles, 
'  and  I  J.  i  a  pound  upon  foap,  would  be  a  com- 
'  penfatlon  to  a  man  who  lofes  100/.  a  year  or 
'  more  by  the  redudion,  is  fomething  very  ex- 

*  traordinary.  But  fuppofe  I  fhould  admit  that 
'  the  faving  in  one  way  would  be  a  compenfation 
'  for  the  lofs  in  the  other,  that  com.penfation  is 
'  what  we  have  no  power  to  promife,  and  there- 
'  fore  we  ought  not  to  propofe  it  as  an  induce- 
'  ment  for  any  of  our  creditors  to  accept  of 
'  3  per  Cent,  nor  ought  we  by  any  refolution  to 
'  give  them   hopes  of  its  being  a  compenfation 

*  they  will  certainly  meet  with ;  for,  I  arlrTiire, 
<  in  private  life,  it  would  not  be  reckoned  very 
'  honourable   for  a  man  to  promife,   or  fo  much 

*  as  infinuate,  a  reward  or  compenlation,  which 
'  he  had  no  power  to  give  •,  and  as  in  all  our 
'  proceedings  v/e  have  been,  fo  I  hope  we  always 

'  w'ill 
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'  will  be  as  jealous  of  our  honour,  as  any  private 
'  man  can  or  ought  to  be. 

*  For  this  reafon.  Sir,  we  ought  not  to  make 
'  any  fuch  promife,  or  propofe  any  fuch  compen- 
'  fation,  even  tho'  the  people  without  doors  were 
'  fo  far  miftaken  about  the  power  of  parliament, 

*  as  to  imagine  the  refolutions  of  one  felfion  were 
'  binding  upon  every  fucceeding  fefTion  ;  but  as 
'  the  people  without  doors  are  fully  apprized  of 

*  the  extent  of  our  power,  as  it  is  generally 
'  known  without  doors,  as  well  as  within,  that 
'  no  refolution  of  this  feflion  can  lay  an  indifpen- 
'  fable  obligation  upon  any  future  feflion,  there- 
'  fore  we  cannot  expedl  that  the  refolution  now 
'  propofed,  or  any  fuch  refolution,  can  any  way 
'  contribute  to  the  revival  of  our  trade,  the  fuc- 

*  cefs  of  the  fcheme  now  before  us,  or  the  ren- 
'  dering  the  people  better  or  more  generally  well 

*  afFeded  towards  his  Majefty  and  his  govern- 
'  ment,  than  they  are  at  prefent.     On  the  con- 

*  trary,  I  believe  it  would  have  a  quite  contrary 

*  effed,  with  regard  to  every  one  of  thefe  three 

*  purpofes  ;  becaufe  it  would  give  the  people  with- 
'  out  doors  a  mean  opinion  of  our  proceedings, 

*  and  the  enemies   to  the  fcheme  would  not  fail 

*  to  reprefent  fuch  a  refolution  in  the  moft  ridi- 
'  culous  light. 

'  From  hence.  Sir,  I  muft  beg  leave  to  differ 

*  fo  far  from  the  honourable  gentleman,  as  to 
'  think,  that  no  gentleman  who  is  a  real  friend 
'  to  our  trade,  or  to  the  fcheme,  or  to  his  Ma- 
'  jefty  and  his  government,  will  be  for  agreeing 
'  to  the  refolution  propofed  :  I  am  fure,  if  the 
'  honourable  gentleman  viewed  it  in  the  fame 
'  light  I  do,  he  would  never  have  offered  ir  to 
'  the  houfe :  And  I  mud  fay,  I  have  the  pleafure 

*  to  think,  that  neither  of  the  ends  propofed 
'  fland  in  need  of  any  fuch  refolution.  Our 
"■  trade  is  now,  I  believe,  in  as  fiouriihing  a  con- 

R  2  '  dition 


244  Parliamentary     A.  1737. 

'  dition  as  ever  it  was  •,  therefore,  tho'  it  might 
'  perhaps  be  increafed  by  an  ad:ual  difcharge 
'  from  fome  of  our  taxes,   yet  it  could  not  be 

*  faid  to  be  revived  even  by  the  difcharge  itfelf, 
'  and  much  lefs  by  an  infignihcant  refokition 
'  for  that  purpofe.  Then  as  to  the  fuccefs  of 
'  the  fcheme,   if  the  natural  intereft   of  money 

*  upon  publick  fecurities  be  at  3  per  Cent,  it  will 
'  take  effe6l  of  itfelf,  without  any  fuch  refolu- 

*  tion  ;  and  if  the  natural  intereft  of  money  be 
'  at  4,  I  am  convinced  no  gentleman  of  this 
'  houfe  would  defire  to  make  ufe  of  threats,  or 
'  empty  promifes,  in  order  to  induce  the  pub- 
'  lick  creditors  to  accept  of  3.  And  laftly,  as 
'  to  the  affedlions  of  the  people  towards  his 
'  Majefty  and  his  government,  I  hope  they  are 
'  already  fo  well  and  fo  generally  eftablifhed  by 
'  the  wifdom  and  juftice  of  his  Majefty's  con- 
'  dudl,  that  they  ftand  in  no  need  of  a  fupporr 
'  from  any  refolution  of  Parliament:  I  am  fure 
'  every  gentleman  of  this  houfe  would  be  forry 
*•  to  think  they  depend  upon  fuch  a  precarious 
'  foundation  as  the  refolution  now  before  us, 
'  which  may  be  rendered  abortive,  not  only  by 

*  the  difappointment  of  the  fcheme,  but  by  the 
'  next  lefTion's  not  being  of  the  fame  opinion 
'  with  the  prefent. 

'  I  fhall  conclude,  Sir,  with  obferving,  that 
'  gentlemen  are  generally  too  fond  of  their  own 
'  fchemes :  Our  fchemes  are  like  our  children  ; 
'  we  often  conceive  much  greater  and  more  cer- 
*-  tain  hopes  of  their  fuccefs,  than  can  reafonably 
'  be  expedled.  For  my  part,  as  the  fcheme  is 
'  none  of  mine,  as  I  had  no  fliare  in  its  concep- 
'  tion,  I  am  (o  far  from  being  certain  of  its  fuc- 
'  cefs,  that  I  am  not  a  little  fufpicious  of  our 
'  meeting  v/ith  a  difappointment ;  therefore,  I 
'  muft  think  our  agreeing  to  the  refolution  now 
'  before  us,  would  be  a  fort  of  reckoning  with- 

'  out 
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'  out  one's  hoft  :  I  muft  think  it  will  be  time 
'  enough  for  us  to  come  to  a  refolution  to  aboliQi 

*  fome  of  our  taxes,  when  we  fee  the  fcheme  has 
'  taken   cfftd: ;    for  if  we   fhould  now  come  to 

*  fuch  a  previous  refolution,  and  the  fcheme  fhould 
*^  afterwards  prove  altogether  abortive,  the  whole 

*  world  would  laugh  at  our  precipitancy  j  for  which 

*  reafon  I  fhall  give  my  negative  to  the  queflion.' 

The  Reply  was  to  the  eiFed  as  follows,  viz. 

'  Sir,  I  am  a  good  deal  furprized  to  hear  it  faid.  Reply. 
^  that  no  proofs  nor  arguments  have  been  offered 

*  for  fhewing  that  the  taxes  in  this  kingdom  are 
*'  more  burdenfome  upon  trade,  and  more  incon- 

*  venient  for  the  merchant  and  dealer,  than  in 
^  any  of  our   neighbouring  countries.     This,    I 

*  fay,  I  am  a  good  deal  furprized  at,  confidering 
^  how  many  clear  proofs  and  folid  arguments  were 

*  laid  before  us  in  the  committee  on  the  national 

*  debt,  for  evincing  that  melancholy  fa<5l; 
'  which   happened   fo   lately,     that    I    am   fure 

*  they  cannot  have  fllpt  out  of  any  gentleman's 
^  memory,  and  therefore  I  fhall  not  give  you  the 
'  trouble  of  repeating  them.  But  I  cannot  com- 
^  prehend  what  the  honourable  gentleman  means 

*  by  excifes  in  Holland  or  France ;  for  I  never 
'  heard  of  a  gauger  or  excifeman  in  either  of 
'  thofe  countries  ;  and  upon  enquiry,  I  believe  it 

*  will  appear,  that  none  of  their  taxes  are  levied 
'  in  that  manner.  As  for  the  farmers  in  France^ 
'  I  do  not  fee  hov/  they  can  fet  up  any  m(:)nopo- 

*  ly ;  becaufe  they  are  often  changing  ;  and  as 
'  every  dealer  knows  what  duty  he  is  to  pay  up- 

*  on  any  commodity  he  has  a  mind  to  deal  in, 
'  the  farmers  can  hinder  no  man  from  dealing  in 
'  what  he  pleafes,    and  confequently  can  fet  up 

*  no  oppreflive  monopoly  :  Befides,  as  the  far- 
-^  mers  are  always  they  who  offer  the  mofl  money, 

R  2  '  they 
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they  cannot  always  be  either  minifters,  or  the 
creatures  of  minifters,  and,  therefore,  would 
certainly  be  called  to  account,  if  they  ihould 
concert  meafures  for  opprefling  the  people. 
'  Our  travellers,  Sir,  who  make  but  very  fu- 
perficial  enquiries  into  the  manners  or  cuftoms 
of  any  country  they  pafs  through,  may,  per- 
haps, imagine  the  people  in  France  and  Holland 
are  more  heavily,  or  more  opprefTively  taxed, 
than  the  people  of  this  kingdom,  becaufe  they 
hear  the  people  complain  there  as  well  as  they 
do  here  ;  but  any  gentleman  who  underftands 
thefe  things,  and  has  made  a  proper  enquiry, 
may  foon  be  convinced  of  the  contrary  ;  and, 
as  for  the  other  countries  of  Europe^  they  have 
not,  'tis  true,  fuch  numbers  of  rich  merchants, 
mafters  of  manufactures,  and  mafter  tradefmen, 
as  we  have  in  this  country,  which  is  the  reafon 
that  many  of  their  poor  live  in  idlenefs,  cr 
ftarve  for  mere  want,  becaufe  there  are  few  or 
no  rich  merchants  or  mafters  in  that  country, 
that  have  money  to  employ  them  j  but  in  all 
countries,  where  the  poor  have  any  employ- 
ment, they  are  pretty  near  equally  poor ;  they 
neither  get  nor  exped  more  than  a  comfortable 
fubfifience  by  their  labour,  and  if  you  enhance 
the  means  of  that  fubliftence,  by  taxes  upon  the 
necefTaries  or  conveniencies  of  life,  their  mafters 
muft  increafe  their  wages ;  fo  that  all  taxes  land 
at  laft  upon  the  mafters,.  foreign  or  domeftick, 
who  muft  ppy  for  that  increafe  of  wages  in 
the  price  of  the  goods  they  purchafe  ;  but  the 
difference  is,  that  a  tax  laid  diredtly  upon  the 
ftiafter,  only  pr-events  his  growing  rich  fo  faft, 
or  makes  him  live  lefs  luxurioufly,  but  does  not 
enhance  the  price  of  your  'manufactures  ;  where- 
as a  tax  laid  upon  thofe  things,  that  are  necef- 
fary  for  the  fupport  of  the  poor,  enhances  the 
price  of  labour,  ^nd  confequently  raifes  the  price 

^  of 
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*  of  all  your  manufadlures  both  for  domeftlck  and 

*  foreign  fale,  which  at  laft  ruins  your  trade. 
'  Therefore,  if  the  poor  of  this  kingdom  be  more 

*  heavily  taxed  than  the  poor  in  any  other  country 
'  of  Europe^  it  is  what  ought  to  be  remedied  as 

*  foon  as  poflible  •,  it  is  what  will  give  that  coun- 

*  try  a  great  advantage  ovei*  us,  if  they  fhould 
'  ever  begin  to  apply  themfelves  to  trade,  which 

*  every  country  of  Europe  is  now  aiming  at  as 

*  much  as  they  can. 

*  As  for  the  city  of  London^  Sir,  it  is,  'tis  true, 

*  the  centre  of  all  bufinefs  in  our  dominions, 
'  therefore,  it  may  be  called  the  heart  of  our 
'  trade  *,  and  I  am  fure,  if  our  trade  has  an  op- 
'  predion  at  the  heart,  it  cannot  be  expedled  it 
^  will  thrive  in  any  part  of  the  body.  I  am  far 
''  from  thinking  it  a  good  reafon,  why  the  inha- 
'-  bitants  of  London^  and  within  the  bills  of  mor- 

*  tality,  ihould  be  taxed  more  heavily  than  any 

*  other  part  of  the  kingdom,  becaufe  they  can 
'  bear  it ;  for  I  think  no  part  of  the  kingdom 
'  fhould  be  taxed^  at  leaft  in  time  of  peace,  near 

fo  heavily   as  they   can  bear.     As  we  have  in 
'  London^  ■  great  numbers  of  idle  and  extravagant 

*  people  every  year  crowding  in  upon  us  from  all 
'  parts  of  the  country,  for  the  fake  of  bufinefs, 

*  preferment,  or  pleafure,  this  concourfe  muft 
'  neceflarily  enhance  the  price  of  provifions  upon 

the  laborious  and  induftrious,  which  is  a  difad- 
vantage  at  leaft  equal  to  any  advantage  they 
may  reap  from  their  city's  being  the  metropolis 
of  the  kingdom,  and  the  centre  of  all  trade 
'  and  pubiick  bufinefs :  But  if  it  fhould  be  thought 
proper  to  lay  heavier  taxes  upon  the  inhabitants 
of  London^  and  within  the  bills  of  mortality, 
thofe  additional  taxes  ought  to  be  laid  upon 
the  luxuries  and  pleafures  of  life,  and  not  upon 
the  food  and  raiment  of  the  poor,  fuch  as  lea- 
ther, fait,  and  common  beer;  nor  upon  thofe 
R  4  '  things 
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things  that  are  neceflary  for  working  up  every 
fort  of  manufadure,  fuch  as  coals,  foap,  and 
candles. 

'  I  am  forry,  Sir,  to  hear  it  faid  in  this  houfe, 
that  our  people  are  more  idle  and  extravagant 
than  the  people  of  any  neighbouring  country  *, 
and  I  am  ftill  more  forry  to  fay,  that  I  am  afraid 
there  is  too  much  ground  for  fuch  a  national  re- 
flexion ;  but  that  very  idlenefs  and  extravagance 
has  been  introduced  among  our  people  by  the 
multitude  of  taxes  they  groan  under  •,  for  the 
levying  of  thofe  taxes  has  created  fuch  a  great 
number  of  fmall  pofts  and  idle  employments, 
that  vaft  numbers  of  our  tradefmen  and  dealers 
fpend  their  time  idly  and  extravagantly,  in 
hopes  of  obtaining  one  of  thefe  pofts  or  em- 
ployments •,  and  our  people  every  day  fee  fuch 
numbers  of  idle  and  extravagant  fellows  well 
provided  for,  by  means  of  thefe  pofts  and  em- 
ployments, that  the  fpirit  of  idlenefs  and  extra- 
vagance becomes  every  day  more  univerfal  -, 
for  as  fuch  fellows  are  generally  what  we,  in 
imitation  of  the  French^  call  boon  companions, 
they  are  mighty  ufeful  men  in  thofe  affairs, 
v/hich  moil  certainly  entitle  a  man  to  a  poft  or 
employment ;  fo  that  after  thc-y  have  ruined 
themfelves  by  their  idlenefs  and  extravagance, 
their  neighbours  fee  them  better  provided  for, 
and  enabled  to  live  more  handfomely,  than  ever 
they  did  before,  or  could  ever  expedl  to  live  by 
honeft  induftry,  or  ufeful  labour :  This  encou- 
rages hundreds  to  follow  their  example,  and 
makes  the  diftemper  fpread  like  a  plague  over 
the  whole  kingdom  ;  whereas,  if  beggary  and 
ftarving  were  the  certain  confequences  of  idle- 
nefs and  extravagance,  every  fuch  fellow  would 
be  an  example  and  a  terror  to  his  neighbours, 
which  would  frighten  moft  of  them  from  fol- 
lowing any  fuch  courfes.     Perhaps,  Sir,  fome 

*  gentle^ 
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^  gentleman  that  hears  mp,  may  look  upon  this 

*  as  an  ill  grounded  fpeculation  -,  but  in  confirma- 
«  tion  of  what  I  fay,  if  I  am  rightly  informed, 
'  there  is  now  a  little  borough  in  a  northern  coun- 
'  ty,  not  very  far  diftant  from  London^  in  which 

*  I  am  told,  there  is  hardly  one  thriving  mer- 
<  chant,  tradefman,  or  fhopkeeper,  to  be  met 
^  with  -,  for  fo  many  of  them  have  already  been 

*  provided  for  by  means  of  fome  publick  poft  or 
'  employment,  that  all  the  reft  exped  the  fame 
'  good  fortune,  and  every  one  by  living  idly  or 
'  extravagantly,  fpends  more  than  he  gets  by  his 
'  bufinefs,  in  hopes  of  being  foon  provided  for  in 
'  another  way. 

'  Thus,  Sir,  we  fee,  that  with  refpedl  to  our 
^  trade,  our  taxes  are  like  a  two-edged  fword, 
'  they  cut  both  ways,  they  not  only  enhance  the 
^  price  of  labour,  but  they  diminilh  the  number 
'  of  our  labourers  •,  and  when  we  fee  this,  fup- 
'  pofing  the  taxes  in  this  kingdom  to  be  no  more 

*  burdenfome   upon  trade,    nor  the  methods  of 

*  raifing  them  more   inconvenient   for  the  mer- 

*  chant  and  dealer,  than  the  taxes  in  any  other 

*  country  of  Europe^  can  we  make  it  a  queftion, 
'  whether  or  no  we  ought  to  take  the  firft  oppor- 

*  tunity  for  abolifhing  fome  of  them  ?  But  when 
'  it  has  been  made  appear,  as  it  was,  I  think,  to 
'  a  demonftration,  in  the  committee,  whofe  re- 
'  port  we  have  juft  now  agreed  to,  that  our 
'  taxes,  and  our  methods  of  raifing  our  taxes,  are 

*  more  burdenfome  upon  trade,  and  more  incon- 
'  venient  to  the  merchant  and  dealer,  than  ei- 
'  ther   in  France  or  Holland^    ought  we  not  to 

*  think  and  contrive  all  poflible  or  feafible  me- 

*  thods  for  removing  that  clog  upon  our  trade, 

*  and  for  putting  our  people  upon  an  equal  foot- 
'  ing  at  leaft  with  any  of  our  neighbours,  efpe- 
^  cially  with  thofe  who  are  our  greateft  rivals  in 
"  trade  and  naval  power?    The  queftion  is  not 

2  '  now, 
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now,  whether  we  fhalj  remain  under  one  tax  of 
100,000/.  a  year  for  forty  years,  or  under  two 
taxes  of  100,000/.  a  year  each,  for  twenty 
years  ?  The  queftion  is,  whether  we  Ihall  pre- 
ferve  our  trade  or  no  ?  If  we  continue  under  the 
two  taxes,  our  trade  will  be  ruined  before  the 
twenty  years  are  near  expired  •,  which  will  di- 
minifh  the  produce  of  each,  and  may,  perhaps, 
render  it  impofTible  for  us  ever  to  get  free  of 
either :  If  we  abolifh  one,  we  muft,  'tis  true, 
continue  longer  under  the  other  j  but  then  we 
fhall  preferve  our  trade,  perhaps  improve  it, 
which  may  make  the  produce  of  that  one  equal, 
perhaps,  to  the  prefent  produce  of  the  two  •,  in 
which  cafe  we  fhall  get  free  from  that  one,  per- 
haps, as  foon  as  if  we  had  continued  under  both. 
This,  Sir,  is  the  difference,  this  is  the  queftion, 
and  this  queftion  can  admit  of  no  difpute.  If 
our  people  continue  fubje6l  to  all  the  taxes  they 
now  pay  for  twenty-four  years  to  come,  our 
trade  will  certainly  be  undone,  and  what  is 
worfe,  the  greateft  part  of  it  will  be  transferred 
to  our  natural  enemies,  which  will  add  to  their 
power  at  the  fame  time  it  diminifhes  ours ; 
whereas,  if  we  abolifti  a  great  part  of  our  tax- 
es, or  the  heavieft  of  them,  we  fhall  preferve 
our  trade,  and  may  get  free  of  our  debts  much 
fooner;  for  if  we  fhould  lofe  our  trade,  we 
eould  never  get  free  of  our  debts,  it  would  be- 
come impoflible  for  us  to  pay  them.  There- 
fore, I  hope,  it  will  never  be  made  a  queflion  in 
this  houfe,  whether  or  no  we  fhall  abolifh 
fome  of  our  heavieft  taxes,  as  foon  as  the  inte- 
reft  upon  all  our  redeemable  funds  is  reduced  to 
3  per  Cent. 

'  If  this.  Sir,  can  never  be  made  a  queftion, 
what  harm  is  there  in  our  coming  to  a  refolu- 
tion,  that  that  fhall  be  done,  which  every  man 
agrees  ought  to  be  done  ?  That  one  fefTion  may 

'engage 
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'  engag^e  for  another.  Is  a  maxim  which  I  am  fur- 
'  prized  to  hear  controverted  by  thofe,  who  have 

*  fo  often  propofed  to  and  prevailed  with,  one 
'  feffion  to  engage  for  another.  What  are  all  our 
'  votes  of  credit  but  one  feffion^s  engaging  for 

*  another  ?  And  I  am  fure  there  was  never  one  of 
«  them  that  could  be  called  fo  juft  or  fo  neceflary 

*  an  engagement,  as  what  is  now  propofed.  1 
'  know,  Sir,  that  one  Parliament  cannot  by  any 
'  refolution,  no  not  even  by  aft  of  Parliament, 
'  legally  bind  another ;  for  no  ad  can  be  pafled 

*  by  one  Parliament,  but  what  may  be  repealed 
*"  by  another  ;  at  leaft  no  man  can  legally  queftion 
'  their  power ;  but  will  any  man  fay,  that  a  fur 
'  ture  Parliament  may  not  in  juftice  and  honour 

*  be  bound  by  a  former  ?    Does  not  the  fecurity 

*  our  publick  creditors  have  for  their  refpedive 

*  debts  depend  upon  this  maxim  only  ?  We  muft 
'  therefore  grant,   that  the  adts  or  refolutions  of 

*  any  one  feffion,  by  which  foreign  ftates,  or  pri- 

*  vate  men,  natives  or  foreigners,  are  induced  to 

*  lend  money,  or  conclude  any  tran faction,  to  or 
'  with  our  government,  are  in  juftice  and  honour 

*  binding  upon  every  future  feflion  -,  and  that  no 

*  future  Parliament  can  repeal  fuch  a6ts,  or  do 
'  any  thing  contrary  to  fuch  refolutions,  fo  as  to 
'  injure  any  of  the  parties  contrading  upon  the 
'  authority  of  thofe  ads  or  refolutions.  From 
'  fuch  engagements  nothing  can  fet  us  free  but 

*  the   fjpreme   law,    the    fafety    of   the  people. 

*  For  this  very  reafon,  I  am  for  agreeing  to  the 

*  refolution  now  propofed,  in  order  that  we  may 

*  bind  future  Parliaments  as  much  as  we  can,  and 
'  in  a  manner  oblige  them  to  abolifh  fome  of  our 

'"  taxes,  as  foon  as  the  intereft  upon  all  our  funds 

*  is  reduced  to   3  per  Cent,  by  making  it  appear 

*  upon  our  journals,  that  the  abolifhing  of  fome 

*  of  our  taxes  was  the  condition  upon  which  our 

*  creditors  agreed,    and  the  confideration  which 

'  induced 
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'  induced  them  to  agree,  to  accept  of  3  -per  Cent, 

*  intereft. 

'  Has  any  man  pretended,  Sir,  that  the  advan- 

*  tage  arifing  from  aboJifhing  our  taxes  upon  foap 

*  and  candles,  or  any  other  commodity,  will  be  a 

*  full  recompence  to  every  one  of  our  creditors 

*  for  the  lofs  he  may  fuftain  by  the  redu6tion  of 

*  intereft  ?  No,  Sir,  no  fuch  pretence  has  been 
'  fet  up  by  any  gentleman   within  thefe  walls  : 

*  The  principal  recompence  our  creditors  are  to 
'  expedV,  arifes  from  the  advantage,  which  will 
'  accrue  from  fuch  an  abolition  to  the  generality 

*  of  the  nation  -,  and  to  every  one  of  them,  who 
'  has  any  regard  for  his  country,  this  will  of  itfelf 

*  appear  to  be  a  full  recompence.  But  to  talk  in 
'  the  moft  felfifh  and  the  moft  mercenary  manner, 
'  the  abolifhing  of  the  duties  upon  foap  and  can- 
'  dies  only,   will  be  a  full,    or  very  near  a  full 

*  compenfation  to  all  our  publick  creditors  who 
'  have  not  above  1000/.  ftock,  and  have  families 
^  to  maintain  or  provide  for  ;  becaufe  the  duties 

*  upon  foap  and  candles  have  raifed  their  price  at 
^  leaft  double  the  value  of  the  duties  \  therefore, 
'  the  taking  off  of  thofe  duties  will  be  a  faving 

*  of  two-pence  a  pound  upon  candles,  and  three- 
^  pence  a  pound  upon  foap,  for  every  pound  a 
'•  man  buys,  or  that  is  bought  for  his  account  ; 
'  which  will  not  only  be  an  immediate  faving  in 
'  the  expence  of  his  family,  but  will  diminifh  the 

*  price  of  almofl  every  thing  he  is  obliged  to  pur- 

*  chafe  for  the  ufe  of  his  family.  Our  ftock- 
^  holders,  therefore,  who  have  but  1000/.  or  un- 
'  der,  and  have  families  to  maintain,  can  be  no 

*  lofers  by  the  redudion  of  intereft,    if  all   the 

*  taxes  mentioned  in  the  form.er  debate  fhould  be 
'  taken  oft ;  and  fuch  ftockholders  are,  I  think, 
'  the  only  perfons,  who  have  or  deferve  any  fhare 
'  of  our  compaftion. 

'  As 
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'  As  for  the  argument  made  ufe  of  agalnft  the 

*  refolution.  That  it  will  appear  to  be  fraudulent 

*  or  deceitful,  I  think.  Sir,  I  have  already  fully 
'  anfvvered  it,  by  fhewing  we  have  a  power  to 
^  promife  fuch  a  compenfation  or  confideration, 
<•  and  that  future  Parliaments  will  be  bound  in  ho- 

*  nour  and  juftice  to  make  good  that  promife  ; 

*  and  to  pretend,  that  the  refolution  implies  a 
'  fort  of  threatening  the  publick  creditors  with 

*  national  refentment,  is  an  argument  that,  in  my 

*  way  of  thinking,  can  proceed  from  nothing  but 
'  a  moft  contemptible  opinion  of  the  knowledge 
'  and  underftanding  of  moft  men  in  the  nation. 
'  Does  not  every  man  of  common  underftanding 
'  know,  that  the  greateft  part  of  the  taxes  he 
'  pays,  excepting  the  land  and  malt  tax,  goes  to- 
'  wards  the  payment  of  the  principal  or  intereft 

*  of  our  debts  ?  And  can  any  fuch  man  fuppofe, 
'  that  he  will  get  free  from  any  part  of  thofe 

*  taxes,  till  we  get  free  of  a  great  part  of  that 
'  debt,  or  at  leaft  of  fome  part  of  the  intereft 
'  payable  upon  that  debt  ?  The  refolution  there- 
'  fore  can  bring  no  refentment  upon  our  publick 
'  creditors,    becaufe  it  communicates  nothing  to 

*  the  people  but  what  they  were  before  fully  ap- 
'  prized  of.     We  may,  'tis   true,    annihilate  the 

*  whole  fmking  fund,  if  we  pleafe,  by  abolift^ing 
'  feveral  of  our  taxes,  and  remain  fubje6t  for  ever 
'  to  the  fame  debt  we  now  owe,  and  the  fame  in- 

*  tereft  we  now  pay  j  but  will  any  gentleman  fay 
"  we  ought  to  do  fo,  or  that  it  is  confiftent  with 
'  the  publick  good  to  do  fo  ?  It  is,  in  my  opi- 
'  nion,  fo  far  otherwife,  that  I  ftiould  not  be  for 

*  annihilating  any  part  of  our  finking  fund,  or 
'  aboliftiing  any  of  our  taxes,  before  a  total  dif- 
,  charge  from  our  debts,  if  the  prefent  unlucky 

*  circumftances  of  our  trade  did  not  necefiarily  re- 
'  quire  it ;  becaufe  every  ftiilling  paid  for  intereft 
'  is  fo  much  abfolutelv  loft  to  the  nation,   beina 
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*  a  fort  of  expence  from  which  the  nation  never 
'  did,  nor  ever  can  reap  any  benefit ;  but  as  this 

*  lofs  will  not  be  fo  grievous  to  the  nation,  when 
'  the  intereft  is  reduced  to  3  per  Cent,  as  when  it 
'  ftands  at  4,  therefore  we  may  then,  for  the  fake 
'  of  our  trade,  annihilate  a  part  of  the  finking 
'  fund,  though  we  cannot  in  common  prudence, 
'  even  for  the  fake  of  our  trade,   do  any  fuch 

*  thing,    while   the   intereft   continues   at   4  per 

*  Cent, 

'  But  fuppofe.  Sir,  it  were  confiftent  with  the 
'  publick  good,  to  abolifh  fome  of  our  taxes,  and 
'  thereby  annihilate  a  part  of  the  finking  fund, 

*  before  the  redu6lion  of  intereft,  'tis  certain  we 
'  could  not  then  for  feveral  years  be  in  fo  good  a 
'  condition  for  reducing  the  intereft  payable  upon 

*  our  publick  funds,  as  we  are  at  prefent  •,  which 
'  is  a  ftrong  additional  argument  for  not  attempt- 

*  ing  any  fuch  thing  till  that  intereft  be  reduced ; 

*  and  'tis  likewife  certain,  we  cannot  now  reduce 

*  fo  many  of  our  taxes,  and  leave  fo  large  a  fink- 
^  ing  fund  remaining,  as  we  might  do,  if  the  in- 
'  tereft  upon  our   funds  were  reduced  to  3  per 

*  Cent.     In  the  former  cafe,  if  we  ftiould  abolifh 

*  the  duties  upon  foap  and  candles  only,  we 
'  would  reduce  the  finking  fund  to  800,000/.  per 
'  Annum  \  whereas  in  the  latter,  we  may  abolifti 
'  not  only  the  duties  upon  foap  and  candles,  but 
'  likewife  the  duties  on  coals,  the  duty  on  leather 
^  or  hides,  and  the  late  tax  on  the  viduallers  in 

*  London  and  within  the  bills  of  mortality,  and 
'  yet  leave  very  near  the  fame  yearly  fum  remain- 
'  ing  for  the  finking  fund. 

'  Thus,   Sir,    we  fee  there  is  a  very  material 

*  difference  between  what  we  may  do  as  intereft 
'  ftands  at  prefent,  and  what  v/e  might  do  if  In- 

*  tereft  were  reduced  to  3  per  Cent,  but  to  fay 

*  we  lliali  be  in  as  good  a  condition  eight  years 
'  hence  to  abolifh  fome  of  our  taxes,  though  in- 

2  *  tereft 
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tereft  fhould  ftand  for  all  that  time  at  4  per 
Cent,  as  we  would  be  at  prefent  if  it  were  re- 
duced to  ^,  is  foraething  very  extraordinary. 
Surely,  gentlemen  who  talk  fo,  do  not  confider, 
what  a  vaft  fum  the  people  of  this  nation 
would  fave  in  eight  years  time,  by  the  imme- 
diate abolifhing  of  taxes  to  the  amount  of 
800,000/.  a  year.  In  the  former  debate,  it  was 
computed,  that  the  grofs  produce  of  our  taxes, 
which  is  the  fum  raifed  yearly  upon  the  people, 
is  near  double  the  nett  produce  coming  into  the 
Exchequer  ;  and  the  accounts  lying  upon  our 
table  will  juftify  this  computation :  Then  to  this 
if  we  add  the  lofs  people  are  at,  by  the  advan- 
ced price  of  the  commodity,  upon  which  the 
duty  is  laid,  which,  with  refpedl  to  fmall  duties, 
is  in  many  cafes  near  double  the  duty  •,  I  am 
fure  I  may  reckon  that,  by  the  abolifhing  of 
taxes  to  the  amount  of  800,000/.  a  year,  the 
people  of  this  nation  will  fave  in  their  yearly 
expence  at  leaft  1,200,000/.  a  year  ;  and  an  an- 
nuity of  1,260,000/.  a  year  for  eight  years,  at 
4  per  Cent,  compound  intereft,  amounts  to  above 
eleven  millions,  which  is  a  faving,  I  think,  de- 
ferves  to  be  regarded  by  every  gentleman  who 
has  a  {Qn{Q  of  the  fufferings  of  the  people.  Be- 
fides  this  advantage  which  the  people  will 
reap  by  an  imm.ediate  redudlion  of  interefl  and 
abolition  of  taxes,  'tis  more  than  probable  our 
taxes  will-*not  produce  fo  much  yearly  at  the 
end  of  eight  years,  as  they  do  at  prefent,  if 
things  fhould  remain  for  that  whole  time  upon 
the  prefent  footing  j  becaufe,  if  our  trade  be 
upon  the  decline,  the  people  will  not  only  be 
decreafing  in  their  number,  but  will  be  every 
year  growing  poorer  :  In  either  of  which  cafes 
there  will  not  be  fuch  a  confumpt  of  thofe  com- 
modities, upon  which  the  taxes  are  raifed,  which 
muft  necefTarily  diminifh  the  produce  of  each  of 

'  them  ; 
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'  them  ;  and  if  at  the  fame  time,  we  fhould  at 
'  that  time  be  engaged  in  a  war,  the  yearly  pro- 

*  duce  of  the  finking  fund  may  happen  to  be 
'  worth  little  or  nothing  •,  in  which  caie,  we  fhall 

*  then  be  in  no  condidon  either  to  reduce  the  inte- 

*  reft  payable  upon  our  publtck  funds,  or  to  abo- 
'  liih  any  of  our  taxes. 

'  From  what  1  have  faid,  Sir,  It  will  appear^ 
'  that  if  the  people  continue  under  all  their  pre- 
'  fent  taxes  for  any  number  of  years  longer,  it 
'  Is  probable  they  muft  continue  under  them  for 
'  ever,  or  at  leaft  as  long  as  they  are  able  to  pay 

*  them  •,  and  if  that  fhould  be  their  unhappy  fate^ 

*  we  may  exped  they  will  not  only  (hew  a  refent- 
'  ment,  but  that  it  will  at  lad  break  forth  inio 

*  rage.     However,  it  is  evident  that  neither  their 

*  refentment  nor  their  rage  will  be  owing  to  this 

*  refolution,  but  to  the  injuries  and  oppreffions 
'  they  feel ;  and  if  the  publick  creditors  are  en- 

*  tirely  paffive,  if  they  are  not  adive  in  concerting 
'  meafures,  as  has  been  threatned,  for  preventing 
'  the  good  effeds  of  the  fcheme  we  have  agreed 

*  to,  the  refentment  of  the  people  will  be  no  way 

*  direded  againft  the  creditors,  but  againft  thole 
«  who  fhall  be  found  to  have  mifapplied  that  fund, 
'  which  was  appointed  for  paying  them  ofF,  and 

*  for  relieving  tKe  nation  from  taxes.     The  con- 

*  fequences  may,  indeed,  be  fatal  to  the  publick 

*  creditors,  with  regard  to  the  debt  due  to  them  ; 
'  becaufe,  if  the  nation  fhould  by  fuch  means  be 

*  brought  into  confufion,  that  confafion  may  pre- 
'  vent  its  being  ever  in  our  power  to  pay  them 

*  any  part  of  their  remaining  principal  or  future 
'  intereft  ;  but  that  lofs  will  arlfe  not  from  the 
'  fcheme  we  have  agreed  to,  nor  from  the  refolu- 

*  tion    propofed,    but   from    the   bad   fuccefs   of 

*  both  •,  and  this  I  hope  every  one  of  the  publick 
'  creditors  will  take  particular  notice  of,  and  will 
'  therefore  join  heartily  in  promoting  the  fuccefs 

'  of 
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*  of  the  fcheme,  inftead  of  concerting  meafures 
'^  for  Its  defeat. 

'  As  all  the  arguments  made  ufe  of  for  fhewing 
^  that  the  refolution  how  propofed,  can  neither 
'  contribute    to   the   revival    or    fupport    of  our 

*  trade,    call    It    v^hich    you    Vvill,    nor    to    the 

*  fuccefs  of  the  fcheme,  nor  to  reconciling  or  pre- 
^  ferving  the  alFedlions  of  the  people  towards  his 
'  Majefty  and  his  government  ;  1  fay,  as  all  the 
^  arguments  made  ufe  of  for  this  purpofe,  depend 
^  upon  its  not  being  in  our  power  to  engage  for, 
'  or  bind  any  future  Parliamehtj  I  have  fully  an- 
^  fwej-ed  them  already,   by  (hewing  that  it  is  in 

*  our  power  to   bind  a  future  Parliament  to  the 

*  abolifhing  of  taxes,  as  much  as  it  is  in  our 
^  power  to  bind  them  to  the  paying  of  a  debt ; 

*  and  as  the  abolifhing  of  fome  of  our  heavy 
^  taxes  is  really  in  itfelf  a  valuable  confideration, 
'  and  fufficient  for  Inducing  our  creditors  to  come 
^  into  the  fcheme,  I  think  we  ought  to  agree  to 
^  the  refolution,  on  purpofe  that  the  world  may 

*  fee,  that  a  future  Parliament  cannot  in  honour 
'  and  juftice  refufe  to  abolifh  fome  of  the  taxes, 

*  as  foon  as  the  intereft  is  reduced  to  3  per  Cent. 
'  becaufe  it  would  be  a  defrauding   th^  publick 

*  creditors  of  the  confideration   which  vVas  pro- 

*  mifed  them,  and  which  was  the  principal  in- 
'  ducement  for  their  agreeing  fo  unanimoufly  to 
^  accept  of  3  per  Cent,  for  their  money. 

'  With  refped  to  the  fcheme  Itfelf,  Sir,  it  fig- 
^  nifies  nothing  to  me  who  was  the  author  of  it ; 
^  but  if  the  honourable  gentleman  had  no  fhare  in 

*  its  conception,  I  am  fure  he  or  fome  of  hii; 
^  friends  have  added  a  very  confiderable  limb  to 

*  it,  and  fuch  a  limb  too,  that  if  any  mifcarrlage 
^  happens,  it  will  certainly  be  owing  to  that  limb 
^  which  they  have  added.     If  they  had  propofed 

*  no  improvemiCnt  or  addition,  if  they  had  not  in 

*  fome  meafure  obliged   gentlemen   to   agree   to 
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'  what  they  propofed,  I  am  convinced  the  fcheme 
'  as  it  was  firft  offered  would  have  had  the  wifhed 
'  for  fuccefs  ;  and  if  they  think  that  what  they 
'  have  added  will  render  it  abortive,  they  are  in 
'  the  right  to  difown  their  being  the  authors  of 
'  the  fcheme  ;  but  that  will  not  prevent  people's 
*  imputing  to  them  the  whole  blame  of  the  mif- 
'  carriage.  However,  as  I  think  the  fcheme, 
'  even  as  it  ftands  now,  may  meet  with  fuccefs, 
'  and  as  I  think  the  refolution  now  propofed  to  us 
'  will  very  much  contribute  to  that  fuccefs,  there- 
'  fore  I  fhall  be  for  agreeing  to  it.' 

The  debate  being  over,  the  queflion  was  put 
upon  the  motion,  and  carried  in  the  negative  by 
200  to  142. 

The  principal  fpeakers  in  this  debate  were,  Sir 
^ohn  Barnard^  i'homas  Lyttleton^  Efq;  Samuel 
Sandys^  Efq;  Mr.  Alderman  Ferry ^  William  PuU 
teney^  Efq-,  and  George  Speke,  Efq;  for  the  mo- 
tion ;  and  T^homas  Winnington^  Efq-,  the  Lord 
Baltimore^  Walter  Plummer^  Efqj  and  Sir  Robert 
Walpole^  againft  it. 

Bill  for  re-  Ow  Friday  the  2  2d  of  April,  Sir  John  Barnard 
deeming  the  prefentcd  to  the  houfe,  according  to  their  order 
fund's^,  ^<r.  before  mentioned,  a  bill  for  redeeming  all  the  pub- 
broughtin,   jj^,]^  funds  redeemable  by  law,  which  carry  an  in- 

and  after  de-  .         _        ,  ^  ^  ^  '  • 

bate,  drop'd  terett  or  4/.  per  Cent,  per  Annum,  or  convertmg 
cond  reading'  ^^^  fame,  with  confent  of  the  proprietors,  into  a 
lefs  intereft  or  annuity  not  redeemable,  till  after 
the  time  therein  to  be  mentioned  j  which  was  read 
a  firil  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond 
time. 

On  the  29th  of  the  fame  month,  the  faid  bill 
was  read  a  fecond  time  ;  and  a  motion  being 
made  for  committing  it,  the  fame  was  oppofed, 
upon  which  there  enfued  a  long  debate. 

In  this  debate,  all  the  arguments  for  and  againfl 

the  reduction  were  repeated  and  enforced  j   but 

3  as 
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as  we  have  already  given  a  full  account  of  moft 
of  them,  we  fhall  add  nothing  more  upon  that 
lubjedl.  The  other  part  of  the  debate  related 
chiefly  to  fome  informalities  and  imperfe6l!ons 
which  were  pretended  to  be  found  in  the  bill^ 
by  thofe  who  were  againfb  its  being  committed  ; 
becaufe  they  faid  they  were  fuch  as  could  not 
be  properly  altered  or  amended  in  the  com.mit- 
tee.  On  the  other  hand,  thofe  who  were  for 
committing  the  bill,  infifted,  there  were  no  in- 
formalities or  imperfections  in  the  billj  but  v/ha£ 
might  eafily  be  altered  or  amended  in  the  com- 
mittee, with  the  alTiflance  of  thofe  gentlemen 
concerned  in  the  treafury,  who  were  to  be  fup- 
pofed  beft  acquainted  with  the  method  of  draw- 
ing up  fuch  bills,  and  who,  'twas  to  be  pre- 
fumed,  would  give  their  afTifcance  to  the  com- 
mittee, tho'  they  had  reflifed  to  give  any  aflif- 
tance  or  advice  to  thofe  gentlemen  who  were  or- 
dered to  draw  it  up.  We  muft  further  take 
notice.  That  Sir  Robert  JValpole  having,  in  a 
fpeech  he  made  againil  the  queftion^  fpoke  to 
the  following  eflfed,  viz, 

'  I  know,  Sir^  it  has  been  aflerted  without 
'  doors,  that  the  honourable  gentleman  who  iirit 
'  mentioned  this  fcheme  to  the  houfe,  had  feve- 

*  ral  private  converfations  with  me  upon  the  fub- 

*  jed,  and  that  we  had  concerted  and  fettled  the 

*  fcheme  between  us,  before  he  offered  it  to  the 
'  houfe  -,  but  I  fnall  declare,  that  he  and  I  had 
'  never  any  private  converfation  upon  the  fub- 
'  je6t,  nor  had  we  ever  any  concert  about  this 
'  fcheme  or  any  other  fcheme  I  know  of  i  there- 
*'  fore,  I  can  with  great  confidence  affirm,  I  had 
'  never  ai^y  hand  in  this  fcheme,  either  in  its  o- 
^  riginal  formation,  or  in  any  fhape  it  has  fince 
^  appeared  in/  '    ^  ' 

B  2  $ir 
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Sir  John  Barnard  flood  up,    and  anfwered  in 
fubftance  thus  5 


Anfwerc 


*  I  am  very  much  obliged  to  the  honourable 
^  gentleman.  Sir,  and  therefore,  I  thank  him  for 
'  vindicating  me  from  the  imputation  of  having 

*  had  an];-  private  converfation  with  him,  or  of 

*  having  ever  had  any  concert  with  him  ;  and  if 

*  he  is  afraid  left  people  fliould  fufpedt  his 
'  having  had  a  hand  in  the  fcheme  I  propofed 

*  to  you,  I  fhall  be  equally  juft  to  him  by  de- 

*  daring,  I  never  had  any  private  converfation 

*  with  him  about  it,  nor  did  I  fo  much  as  afk 

*  his  approbation  or  confent  to  what  I  was  to  of- 
'  fer;  but  as  to  the  fcheme  as  it  now  ftands, 

*  every  gentleman  that  hears  me  knows,   it  is 

*  very  different  from  i^hat  I  offered  ;  and  every 

*  one    likewife    knows,    that    the   new   model, 

*  which  is  the  model  we  have  now  before  us, 
'  if  it  was  not  offered  by  the  honourable  gentle- 

*  man  himfelf,  it  was  at  leaft  offered  by  fome  of 

*  his  friends,  and  what  they  propofed  was  agreed 
'  to  by  other  gentlemen,  in  order  that  we  might 

*  have   their   affiftance   in   carrying  it  through. 

*  Therefore  the  fcheme  now  before  you  cannot 
'  properly  be  called  mine  •,    and  it  is   very  re- 

*  markable,  that  all  the  objections  made  to  the 
'  bill,  are  only  to  thofe  articles  and  claufes  of  it, 
*•  which  relate  to  the  improvements  and  additi- 

*  ons  made  to  my  fcheme,  by  the  honourable 

*  gentleman's  friends.' 

Upon  this  John  Howe^  Efq;  ftood  up,  and  a- 
mong  other  things,  took  notice.  That  the  fcheme 
then  before  them  feemed  to  be  like  a  baftard- 
child  that  had  feveral  reputed  fathers,  neither 
of  whom  would  own  it :  For  his  part,  he  faid, 
he  thought  it  a  very  hopeful  child,  and  there- 
fore if  no  other  gentleman   would   take   it  as 

his 
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his  own,  he  would ;  for  he  did  not  doubt  of. 
the  child's  thriving,  and  if  it  did,  it  would  be 
an  honour  to  its  parent. 

The  fpeakers  in  this  long  debate,  w^re  as  fol- 
lows, viz. 

For  committing  the  bill,  Sir  John  Barnard^ 
Sir  Wilfrid  Lawfon^  the  Lord  Baltimore.,  John 
Howe.,  Elq;  Sir  Thomas  Saunderfon,  Mafter  of  the 
Rolls,  Samuel  Sandys,  Efq-,  Sir  William  Wyndham-^ 
Sir  Edmund  Bacon. 

Againfl  committing  the  bill.  Sir  Robert  Wal- 
"pole.  Sir  Charles  Wager,  William  Skinner,  Efq; 
Mr.  Alderman  Heathcote,  Robert  Knight,  Efq;  Re- 
ter  Burr  el,  Efq;  Colonel  Bladen,  William  Bowles, 
Efq;  James  Oglethorpe,  Efq;  the  Lord  Sundon,  Sir 
William  Tonge. 

Upon  the  quellion's  being  put,  it  was  carried 
in  the  negative,  which  put  an  end  to  the  affair 
for  lad  feffion. 

After  the  nth  o{  March,  when  the  motion  Debates  a- 
for  granting  a  million  to  his  Majefty  towards  re-  bout  hying  a 
deeming  the  like  fum  of  the  increafed  capital  J^^,^,"^^  °" 
of  the  South-Sea  company,  commonly  called  Old 
South-Sea  annuities,  was  agreed  to,  there  was  no 
remarkable  debate  happened  in  the  committee  of 
fupply ;  nor  was  there  any  remarkable  debate 
happened  upon  any  of  the  refoiutions  of  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means,  except  that  rela- 
ting to  the  duty  on  fweets ;  therefore  we  fliall 
take  no  farther  notice  of  any  other  refolution  of 
that  committee ;  but  as  this  affair  relating  to  the 
duty  on  fweets  occafioned  feveral  long  debates, 
we  fhall  give  fome  account  of  it.  The  firft 
time  it  was  mentioned,  was  on  Monday  the  7th 
of  March,  when  the  proper  ofHcer  was  ordered 
to  lay  before  the  houfe,  an  account  of  the  nett 
income  into  the  exchequer  of  the  duties  on 
fweets,  for  feven  years  ended  at  Michaelmas  then 
S  2  laft. 
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laft,  diflinguifhing  each  year ;  which  was  ac- 
cordingly prefented  the  very  next  day;  and  on 
Friday  the  i8th  of  March^  the  houfe  having  re- 
folved  itfelf  into^a  committee,  to  confider  fur- 
ther of  ways  and  means  for  raifing  the  fupply 
granted  to  his  Majefly,  and  the  faid  account 
having  been  referred  to  the  faid  committee.  Sir 
Robert  PValpole  rofe  up,  and  after  a  fhort  fpeech, 
moved  for  the  firft  refokition  relating  to  the 
duty  on  fweets,  which,  after  a  long  debate,  was 
agreed  to :  Then  the  fecond  refokition  relating 
to  the  fame  affair  was  moved  and  agreed  to  -,  and 
the  houfe  having,  upon  the  report,  agreed  to. 
both  thefe  refolutions,  a  bill  was  ordered  to  be 
brought  in,  which,  after  long  debates,  was 
pafTed  into  a  law. 

In  thefe  debates,  the  arguments  for  the  refo- 
lutions, and  afterwards  for  the  bill,  were  in  fub- 
fence  as  follow,  viz* 

*  Sir,  By  the  refolutions  we  have  already  come 
^  to,  in  the  committee  of  fupply,  it  will  upon 

*  calculation  appear,  we  have  granted  his  Maje- 

*  fly  for  the  fervice  of  the  enfuing  year,  a  fup- 
'^  ply  of  about  2,025,000/.  Now  as  the  land- 
'  tax  and  the  malt-tax  which  we  have  granted,  do. 
^  not  both  together  amount  to  1,700,000/.  there 

*  will  be -a  deficiency  of  near  400,000/.  which 
'  muft  be  provided  for,  either  by  increafing  fome 
^  of  the  taxes  we  have  already,  or  by  granting 
'^  fome  new  tax,  or  by  taking  fo  much  from  the 

*  linking  fund,  or  laftly,  by  the  method  I  have 
'  thought  of,  and  v/hich  I  jfhall  prefently  explain 

*  to  you.  As  for  increafing  any  of  the  taxes  we 
^  have  already,  or  impofmg  a  new  one,  I  do  not 
^  think  we  can  make  good  the  deficiency  by  cither 
^  of  thefe  ways  ;  becaufe  I  do  not  think  the  people 
^  can  v\^ell  bear  any  additional  or  new  tax,  and 
^  the  attempting  of  any  fuch  thing,  may  alienate 

'  ^he 
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'  the  afFedlions  of  great  numbers  of  people  from 

•  our  prefent  happy  eftablifhment,  and  may  coii- 

•  tribute  towards  increafing  thofe  mobs  and  tu- 
'  mults,  which  have  of  late  been  fo  frequent  all 
'  over  the  kingdom :  And  as  for  the  finking 
'  fund,  the  growing  produce  thereof  is  already 
^  appropriated  towards  paying  a  million  to  the 
^  South-Sea  old  annuitants ;  fo  that  we  cannot 
'  make  good  this  deficiency  out  of  the  grov/ing 
'  produce  of  that  fund,  and  I  do  not  think  it 
^  would  be  proper  to  mortgage  any  part  of  the 
'  finking  fund  for  this  purpofe. 

'  There  is,  therefore,  in  my  opinion,  no  pofTi- 

•  ble  way  left  for  making  good  this  deficiency  but 

•  that  I  have  thought  of,    which  is  not  by  in- 

•  creafing  any  prefent  tax,  or  impofmg  any  new 

•  one,  but  by  reducing,  an  old  tax  to  one  third  of 

•  what  it  is  at. prefent.  This,  Sir,  may  at  firft 
■  view  feem  to  be  a  paradox ;   but  when  I  have 

explained  myfelf,  the  myflery  will  evanifh,  and 
every  gentleman  will,  I  hope,  approve  of  the 
method  I  am  to  propofe.  Every  one  knows 
that,  ever  fince  the  year  1699,  we  have  had  a 
duty  of  no  lefs  than  36  j.  a  barrel  upon  all  fweets 
made  for  fale  within  this  kingdom,  which  is  fo 
high  a  duty,  that  it  has  in  fome  meafure  entire- 
ly prevented  the  making  of  any  fuch  liquors  for 
fale;  at  leafl  if  any  fuch  have  been  made,  the 
makers  have  always  found  means  to  evade  the 
law,  and  defraud  the  publick  of  the  duty ;  fo 
that  this  duty,  as  I  have  been  told,  has  never 
produced  any  thing  confiderable,  and  by  the 
accounts  upon  our  table,  it  appears  the  prefent 
produce  amounts  to  little  or  nothing.  Now, 
Sir,  I  am  convinced  that,  if  there  were  a  mo- 
derate duty  laid  upon  fuch  liquors,  and  the  na- 
ture of  the  liquors  fubje6ted  to  the  duty  fully 
explained  in  the  adt  for  im.poflng  it ;  I  fay,  that 
in  fuch  a  cafe  I  am  convinced,  a  very  confidera^ 
S  4  *  bla 
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^  bje  revenue  would  arife  yearly  from  the  con- 
'  fuinption  of  fuch  liquors  -,  becaufe,  as  the  prime 
^  coft  is  but  fmaJ],  if  the  duty  were  tolerable,    I 

*  believe  there  would  hardly  be  an  ale-houfe  in  the 
^kingdom  without  great  variety  of  fuch  liquors  i 
'  and  if  they  were  to  be  had  at  every  ale-houfe^ 
'  I  am  perfuaded  great  quantities  of  them  wouli 
^  be  confumed,  efpecially  now  that  our  people  are 
'^  debarred  the  ufe  of  fpirituous  liquors  in  dram^ 
^  or  otherwife. 

'  It  is  not  to  be  queflioned.  Sir,  we  already 
'  know  it  by  experience,  that  our  putting  an  en- 
'  tire  flop  to  the  retail  of  fpirituous  liquors,  will 
^  be  a  great  hardfnip  upon  all  thofe  who  formerly 
^  dealt  in  that  trader    and  many  of  thofe  who 

*  ufed  to  be  their  cuftomers  and  confumers  will 
'  likewife  think  it  a  hardfhip,  to  be  debarred  a 
^  moderate  ufs  of  fuch  liquors,  in  that  method 
^  they  have  from  their  youth  been  accuftomed  to ; 
^  Although  every  fenfible  man  muft  be  convinced, 
^  that  the  putting  of  this  hardfhip  upon  him  w^as 
''  abfolutely  necefiary  for  the  publick  good,    and 

-  for  preferving  the  health  and  morals  of  the 
*•  people,    yet  v/e  find   there  are  great  numlier^ 

*  who  are  apt  to  murmur  at  this  regulation  i  and 
^  to  prevent  thefe  murmurs,  I  can  think  of  no 

*  expedient  more  proper  than  that  of  encouraging 
'  the  retail  and  ccnfum.ption  of  thofe  liquors  called 

*  fweets,  which  m.ay  be  made  to  anfvver  all  the 
'  good  ends  of  fpirituous  liquors,  without  being 
'  attended  with  any  of  the  fatal  confequences  pro- 

-  ceeding  from  an  immoderate  ufe  of  fuch  liquors. 
'  This  of  itfeif  would  be  a  good  reafon  for  dimi- 

*  nifhing    the  duty    payable   upon   thofe   liquor^ 

*  called  fweets,   even  though  there  v/ere  no  benefit 

*  to  arife  therefrom  to  the  publick  revenue,  nor 

*  any  occafion  for  increafing  that  revenue.     But 

*  as  there  is  an  abfolute  neceflity  for  increafing  the 
'  publick  revenue^  in  order  to  anfvver  thofe  fup- 

*  plies 
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*  plies  you  have  already  granted ;   and  as  there  is 

*  a  great  probability  that,  try  diminifliing  the  duty 

*  on  Tweets  to  one  third  of  what  it  is  at  prefent, 

*  you  will  increafe  the  publick  revenue  as  much  as 

*  is  necefiary  for  anfwering  the  prefent  occafion,  I 
'  think  no  gentleman  can  difpute  the  reafonable- 
*■  nefs  of  making  fuch  a  diminution. 

'  But,  Sir,  to  add  to  the  weight  of  thofe  rea- 
'  fons  I  have  already   given,    there    is    another 

*  reafon  of  great  weight  with  me  for  endeavour^ 

*  ing  to  encourage  the  confumption  of  fweets, 
^  ^nd  confequently  for  diminiiliing  the  duty  now 

*  payable  upon  them,  and  that  is,  the  great  quan- 
'  tity  of  fugar  made  ufe  of  in  the  compofition  of 
'  fuch    liquors.     I  believe  no  gentleman  doubts 

*  but  that  the  confumption  of  fugar  will  be  di- 

*  minifhed  by  the  ftriA  prohibition  of  the  retail 
^  of  fpirituous  liquors  in  punch,  or  otherwife  ; 
'  and  as  pur  fugar-trade  will  fuffer  by  diminifhing 

*  this  confumption,  I  fhould  be  glad  this  loS 
'  were  made  good  to  the  fugar-trade,  by  encou- 

*  raging  and  increafing  the  confumption  of  thofe 
'  liquors  called  fweets,  in  the  compofition  ot 
^  which,  there  is,  1  believe,  more  fugar  made  ufe 

*  of  than  was  ever  ufed  in  the  compofition  of 
'  the  like  quantity  of  that  liquor  called  punch. 
?  To  this  I  iliall  add,  that,  as  moft  of  the  mate- 
'  rials  rnade  ufe  of  in  the  compofition  of  all  forts 
^  of  fweets  are  the  growth  and  manufadlure  of 
'  our  own  dominions,  and  as  a  great  variety  of 
'  fuch  liquors  may  very  much  diminifh  the  con- 
'  fumption  of  foreign  wines,  therefore  the  in- 
'  creafing  the    confumption   of  the   former   will 

*  not  only  be  a  great  encouragement  and  ad- 
^  vantage  to  the  induftrious  part  of  our  own 
'-  fubjeds,  but  will  likewife  be  an  advantage  and 
^  addition  to  our  general  balance  of  trade,  by  di- 
^  minifhing  the  value  of  our  imports, 

^  From 


,66  Parliamentary     A.  jy^y* 

*  From  all  which,   Sir,   I  hope  it  will  appear 

*  not  only  proper  but  neceflary,  that  we  fhould 
*'  abolifn  the  prefent  duty  on  fweets,  and  inftead 

*  thereof,  lay  on  fi.ich  a  lefs  duty  as  to  this  houfe 

*  fhall  feem  reafonable.     With  refped  to  the  new 

*  duty  to  be  laid  on,  I  fhall  not  pretend  to  pre-. 

*  fcrlbe  to  the  houfe,  I  fhall  only  beg  leave  to 

*  give  my  reafons  why  I  think    I2j.    a   barrel 

*  will  be  a  proper  duty.  I  believe  every  gen- 
'  tleman  will  agree,  that  as  long  as   we  have  a 

*  duty  upon  malt,  and  an  excife  upon  all  malt 
^  liquors,  there  ought  to  be  fome  duty  laid  upon 

*  all  other  liquors  confumed  within  the  kingdom, 

*  v/hether  they  proceed  from  foreign,    or    from 

*  domeftick  growth  or  manufadlure  j    becaufe  the 

*  produc^lion  of  barley  and  malt,  is  a  produdllon 

*  we  ought  to  encourage  as  much  as  any  home^ 

*  production  whatever :    Therefore  there   ought 

*  certainly  to  be  fome  duty  laid  upon  all  fweets 
^  confumed  within  the  kingdom  ;  and  in  my  opi- 

*  nion  that  duty  ought  to  be  higher  than  the  du- 

*  ties  and  excifes  payable  upon  the  like  quantity 

*  of  any  fort  of  malt  liquors  -,  but  not  fo  high  as 
'  may  entirely  prevent  the  retail  of  any  of  thofe 
'  liquors.  If  we  confider  and  compute  the  malt 
^  duty,  and  the  feveral  excifes  payable  upon  beer 

*  and  ale,  we  may  reckon  that  every  barrel  of 
'  ftrong  beer  or  ale  pays  between  five  and  fix  fhll- 

*  lings  a  barrel;  and  for  the  encouragement  of 
'  our  farmers,  by  increafing  the  confumption  of 
'  their  barley,  I  think  we  ought  to  make  the  du- 
^  ty  on  fweets  at  leaft  double  the  duty  upon  malt 

*  liquors  ;  for  which  reafon  I  reckon  1 2  s.  per 
'  barrel  is  tli^z  leail:  duty  we  can  propofe  to  lay 

*  upon  all  fweets,  v/hlch  fhall  hereafter  be  con- 
'  fumed  v/ithin  this  kingdom. 

'  This  duty,  Sir,  as  it  is  but  a  very  little 
'  above  4^.  a  gallon,  cannot,  I  think,  any  way 
'^  tend  to  diicourage  or  diminifh  the  confumption 

'of 
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^  of  fuch  liquors,   nor  can  it  enhance  the  price 

'  by  retail,  fo  as  to  make  our  people  prefer  the 

*  ufe  of  any  foreign  liquor,  to  that  of  our  home- 
^  made  fweets,  when  they  are  fkilfully  prepared, 
'  and  proper  care  taken  to  make  them  palatable 
'  as  well  as  healthful  \  for  I  am  of  opinion,  that 

*  fweets  of  all  kinds  may  be  made  as  palatable 

*  and  as  healthful  as  any  fort  of  punch  ;  and 
'  confidering  that  the  confumers  muft  pay  for 
'  every  gallon  even  of  rum-punch  at  leaft  ^s.  ^d, 
'  duty,  I  cannot  but  think,  that  upon  diminifh- 
'  ing  the  duty  on  fweets  as  I  have  propofed,  fe- 

*  veral  forts  of  them  may  be  made  up  and  fold  at 
'  a  much  cheaper  rate  than  any  fort  of  punch  can 

*  be  ;  from  whence  I  muft  conclude,  that  in  a  lit- 

*  tie  time  great  quantities  will  begin  to  be  con- 

*  fumed  ',  and  that  from  thenceforward,  this  par- 

*  ticular  branch  of  the  publick  revenue  will  be 
^  very  much  increafed  by  diminifhing  the  duty 
^  upon  fuch  liquors  ;  as  was  formerly  the  cafe 
^  with  refpedt  to  pepper,  the  duty  upon  which 

*  has  produced  a  great  deal  more  yearly  fince  it 
^  was  reduced,  than  ever  it  did  before. 

'  It  is  impolTible  for  me.  Sir,   to  foretel  with 

'  any  certainty,  what  this  duty  upon  fweets,  when 

*  fo  reduced,  will  bring  In  yearly.     I  have  {qqx\ 

*  feveral  calculations  and  computations  upon  the 
^  head,  all  of  which  were  founded  upon  very 
'  probable  conje(51:ures  ;  but  they  differed  fo  wide- 
■  ly  from  one  another,  that  no  man  can  determine 
^  pofitively,  which  of  them  he  ought  to  give 
'  moft  credit  to.  By  fome  of  thefe  computations 
"-  it  was  calculated,   that  the  duty  upon  fweets, 

*  when  reduced  to  12  s.  per  barrel,  would  in  all 

*  appearance  produce  near  50,000/.  a  year:  By 
'  others  the  annual  produce  of  this  duty  was  not 
^  computed  at  above  20,  or  25,000/.  which  is  fo 

*  great  a  difference,  that  no  determination,  hard- 
'-  ly  any  fuppofition,  can  be  made  with  refped  to 

'  the 
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*  the  future  yearly  produce.     However,   if  this 

*  duty  be  reduced  to  1 2  j.  a  barrel,  and  that  doubt 

*  explained,  which  has  arifen  upon  former  ad:s  of 
'  Parliament,  in  relation  to  liquors  made  for  fale 

*  by  infufion,  fermentation,  or  otherwife,  from 
'  Britiflj  fruit  or  fugar,  or  from  fruit  or  fugar 
'  mixed  with  other  materials  or  ingredients,  and 
^  commonly  called  or  diftinguifhed  by  the  name 
*-•  of  made  wines,  I  iTiall  fuppofe  the  duty  will 
'  then  produce  30,000/.  a  year  ^  for  the  confumpt 
'  of  thofe  liquors  called  fweets,  has  not  only 
'  been  prevented  by  the  extravagant  height  of  the 

*  duty  laid  upon  them  ^  but  the  doubt  I  have 
'  mentioned  has  always  prevented  its  being  col- 
'  keeled  ;  becaufe  it  has  always  been  pretended ^ 
*■  that  fuch  made  wines,  were  not  chargeable  with 

*  the  duty  of  36J.  a  barrel,  and  by  that  pretence, 

*  people  have  generally  got  free  from  paying 
'  that  duty  even  upon  fv/eets  made  for  fale  by  in- 
'  fufion,  fermentation,  or  otherwife,  from  foreign 
'  fruit  or  fugar ;  it  being  genera.lly  impoiTible  to 

*  determine,  whether  fuch  mixtures  are  made 
'  from  foreign  or  from  Britijh  fruits  or  fugar. 

'  Now,  Sir,  if  we  fuppofe  that  the  future  pro- 

*  duce  of  this  duty  will  amount  to  30,000/.  a 
'  year,  as  it  has  never  heretofore  produced,  I  be- 

*  lieve,  30/.  a  year,  the  increafe  upon  it  will  then 
*•  be  a  fufiicient  fund  for  boirrowing  as  much  as 
'  will  be  neceiTary  for  making  good  the  fupplies 

*  you  have  granted  for  the  fervice  of  this  enfuing 
^  year.     I  fay  it  will  be  a  fufficient  fund  not  only 

*  for  paying  the  intereft  yearly,  but  for  paying  off 
^  t\\t  principal  in  a  fmali  number  of  years  ;  for 
'  400,000/.  will,  I  reckon,  be  the  higheft  fum 

*  that  will  be  wanted,  and  as  that  fum  may  be 
'  borrowed  at  3  /^cr  Ceut.  a  revenue  of  near 
'  30,000/.  a  year  will  pay  not  only  the  intereft 
^  yearly,  but  will  like  wife  pa,y  off  the  principal  in 

*  about  feventeen  years  *,  and  if  the  duty  fhould 

*  produce 
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'  produce  more  than  30,000/.  a  year.  It  will  then 

*  pay  off  the  principal  as  well  as  growing  Intereft 
^  much  fooner. 

'  Thus,  Sir,  I  have  explained  to  you,  what  I 
'  think  by  far  the  eafiefl  and  moft  proper  way  of 
'  raifing  that  fum,  which  is  ftill  deficient  for 
'  making  good   thofe  fupplies  we  have  already 

*  agreed    to.      Thefe  fupplies  muft  certainly  be 

*  made  good  fome   way  or  other ;    and    if  any 

*  gentleman  will  rife  up  and  (hew  us  a  better  me- 
'  thod  for  making  them  good,   I  (hall  very  rea- 

*  dily  give  up  my  projed,  and  agree  to  any  other 
'  method  propofed  j  fince  I  have  nothing  in  my 
'  view  but  to  raife  thofe  fums  we  have  thought 
'  neceffary  for   the  publick  fervice,    In  that  me- 

'f  thod  which  fhall  appear   to  be  moft  beneficial 

'*  for   the   nation,    and    leaft  burdenfome   to  the 

'  people.     If  the  houfe  approves  of  what  I  have 

'  propofed,    the  proper   method  for  carrying  It 

*  into  execution  is,   to  refolve  firft   to  repeal  or  1 
'  abollfh  the  old  duty ;  and  then  to  refolve,   that 

*  a  duty  of  lis.  per  barrel  fhall  for  the  future 

*  be  granted  to  his  Majefty  upon  all  fweets 
'  made  for  fale  •,  therefore,  I  fhall  conclude  with 
'  making  you  this  motion.  That  It  may  be  re- 
'  folved,  that  the  duty  of  36^.  a  barrel  on  fweets, 
'  granted,  i^c.  (as  before-mentioned.  Vol.  XI V. 
'  p.  4890 

To  this  It  was  anfwered  In  fubftance  as  fol- 
lows, viz. 

'  Sir,    The  honourable   gentleman    who    was  Anfwer. 
«  pleafed   to   move   you    this   queftion,    fet    out 
'  with  three  or  four  general  maxims,    in  which 

*  I  fhall  moft  readily  agree  with  him.     The  fup- 

*  plies  we  have  already  granted  ought  certainly 
'  to  be  made  good   by  fome  means   or   other ; 

*  and  I  am  fo  far  of  opinion,   that  thefe  fupplies 

*  muft  be  made  good,  either  by  adding  to  fome 

3  'of 
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of  the  taxes  we  have  already,  or  by  impofing 
fome    new    one,    or   by  incroaching  upon  the 
finking  fund,  that  I  am  fure  there  is  no  fourth 
way  of  making  them  good ;  therefore  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman   raifed   my   curiofity  not  a 
little,  when  he  told  us,   he  had  thought  of  a 
method    for  raifing  as  much   as   would   make 
good  the  deficiency  of  the  land  and  malt  tax^ 
without  adding  to  any  old  tax,  or  impofing  any 
new  tax,  and  without  making  the  leaft  incroach- 
ment  on   the   finking  fund.     This,   I  confefs, 
was  to  me  a  paradox  and  a  myftery,  which  I 
became  very  impatient  to  hear  explained  -,  but 
how  greatly  was  I  difappointed,  when  this  no- 
table projed  came  to  be  laid  open !  for  then  it 
appeared  to  me,  and  I  hope  I  fhall  by  and  by 
make  it  appear  to  the  houfe,  that  this  projed: 
muft  either  be  a  new  tax,  or  it  mufl  be  an  in- 
croachment  upon  the  finking  fund. 
'  I  fhall  likewife.  Sir,  mofh  readily  agree  with 
the  honourable  gentleman  in  two  other  maxims 
he  fet  out  with,  which  were,  that  the  people 
cannot  well  bear  any  additional  or  new  tax,  and 
that  we  ought  never  to  make  an  incroachment 
upon  the  finking  fund  :  But  this,  Sir,  we  ought 
to  have  thought  on  before  granting  the  fupplies ; 
and  if  this  were  confidered  as  ferioufly  as  it 
ought  to  be,   it  would  make  every  gentleman 
extreamly  cautious  of  propoling  to  run  the  na- 
tion into  any  unnecefTary  expence,  or  of  afking 
any  fupplies   for  that  purpofe;    for    after    we 
have  once  granted  fupplies,  they  mud  be  made 
good  fome  way  or  other.     We  ought  to  confi- 
der  that,  notwithflanding  the  many  taxes  our 
people  are  loaded  with,  yet  all  thofe  taxes,  ex- 
cept  the  land  and  the  malt  tax,  are  mortgaged 
for  making  good  the  civil  lifl  revenue  we  have 
granted,    or  for  paying  the  principal,   and  the 
intereft,  of  the  debts  we  have  contraded :   We 

*  have 
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'  have  now  no  way  of  providing  for  the  current 

*  fervice  cf  the  year,  but  by   means  of  the  malt 

*  rax,  and  the  land  tax  -,  and  I  muft  fay,  though 
'  I  am  forry  to  fay  it,  if  we  do  not  fall  into  a 

*  method  of  contradling  the  publick  expence  in 

*  time  of  peace,  fo  as  to  make  thofe  two  taxes 
'  anfwer  it,  this  nation  muft  neceflarily  and  fpee- 

*  dily  be  undone.    We  may  go  on  for  a  few  years 

*  contriving  expedients  and  mortgaging  every  lit- 

*  tie  fund  we  have  left  to  mortgage  ;  but  this 
^  muft  be  attended  with  inevitable  ruin  at  laft  ;  for 
'  the  richeft  man  in  the  kingdom,  if  he  fpent  but 
'  10/.  a  year  more  than  the  real  income  of  his 

*  eftate,  would  certainly  at  laft  be  undone. 

*  Many    ways   might   be   contrived.    Sir,    for 

*  leflening  the  publick  expence  yearly.     The  re- 

*  dudion  of  the  army,  or  putting  them  upon  a 

*  different  foot,  is  one  method  which  is  obvious 

*  and  known  to  every  man  ;  but  there  is  another 

*  method  which  would  be  as  certain  and  as  ex- 
■^  tenfive,  and  that  is,  by  annihilating  all  thofe 
'  fine-cure  pofts,  and  undeferved  or  ill  deferved 

*  falaries  and  penlions,  which  have  been  growing 

*  upon  us  for  many  years,  and  which  can  never 

*  be  of  any  fervice  to  the  people,  unlefs  it  be  to 
'  enable  future  minifters  to  opprefs  them.  Many 
^  of  thefe  I  could  mention  in  every  branch  of 

*  publick  bufinefs  within  this  kingdom  ;    but  I 

*  Ihall  not  take  upon  me  the  malice  and  refent- 
'  ment,    which  fuch  a  piece   of  publick   fervice 

*  would  draw  upon  the  author,  from  all  thofe 
'  whofe  private  intereft  would  be  ftruck  at.  I  do 
'  not  think  it  either  proper  or  prudent  for  any  pri< 
'  vate  man  to  take  upon  himfelf  fuch  a  burden : 

*  It  is  proper  only  for  a  government  to  under- 
'  take  ;  and  whenever  the  government  does  un- 

*  dertake  it,  I  am  fure  they  will,  if  they  make 

*  clean  work,  fave  upwards  of  500,000/.  a  vear 

''  to 
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^  to  the  publlck,  which  is  a  greater  fum  than  is 
'  wanted  for  the  fervice  of  the  enfuing  year. 
*  This,  Sir,  is  what  might  have  been  done,  ife 

*  is  what  ought  to  have  been  done,  becaufe  by  (6 
'  doing  we  might  have  avoided  that  fatal  dilemma 
'  we  are  now  reduced  to.     The  refolutions  of  the 

*  committee  of  fupply  have  now  made  it  abfo- 

*  lutely  neceflary  to  load  the  people  with  addi- 
'  tional  or  new  taxes,   or  to  incroach  upon  the 

*  finking  fund ;  and  whatever  the  honourable 
'  gentleman  may  think  of  his  favourite  temporary^ 
'  expedient,    to   every  impartial   enquirer^    'twill 

*  appear,  that  it   mud  be  ranked  under  one  or 

*  other  of  thefe  methods.  The  duty  upon  fweets, 

*  whatever  was  the  intention  of  thofe  Parllamentsf 
'  which  eftablifhed  it,  has  never  been  raifed,  at 

*  leaft  it  has  never  been  raifed  in  fo  extenfive  or 

*  ftrid  a  manner  as  is  now  propofed  ;  therefore, 

*  with  regard  to  the  people,  it  muft  be  look'd  on 

*  as  a  new  tax.     If  we  were  to  revive,  the  antient 

*  tax  called  Dangeldt,  we  may  as  well  pretend  it 
'  is  no  new  tax,  as  to  fay  that  a  tax  upon  fweets, 
^  which  was  never  before  levied  upon  the  people^ 

*  is  no  new  tax.   The  people  never  before  felt  any 

*  fuch  tax,  therefore  when  they  come  to  feel  it 
^  they  will  look  on  it  as  a  nev/  load  laid  upon 
'  their  backs,    already  almoft  broken,    and   will 

*  murmur  as  much  as  if  it  were  a  tax  which  had 

*  never  before  been  thought  of.     They  do  hot 

*  look  into  adls  of  Parliament  for  learning  what 

*  taxes  they  are  fubjedt  to :  They  confider  only 

*  what  taxes  they  have  been  accuftomed  to  pay ; 
'  and  therefore  they  will  always  date  the  comr 

*  mencement  of  a  tax  from  that  time  when  it  firft 

*  began  to  be  exacted  upon  them.    For  this  reafon 

*  our  beginning  now  to  exad  this  tax,  will  cerr 
'  tainly  raife  new  murmurs  :  I  (hall  not  fay  it  will 

*  make  the  murmurings  of  the  people  more  gene- 

*  ral ;    they  are  already  by  much  too  general  v 

^  and 
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'  and  fuch  temporary  expedients  are  not,  I  am 
'  fure,  the  moft  proper  ways  for  appealing  them, 

*  or  for  preventing  thofe  riots  and  tumults,  which 

*  are  now  fo  juftly  complained  of. 

*■  But,  Sir,   even  with  refped  to  the  laws  fey 
'  which  this  duty  has  been  eftablifhed,  the  me- 

*  thod  now  propofed  for  fupplying  the  current  fer-* 

*  vice,  muft  be  look'd  on  as  a  method  for  doing 
'  it  by  a  new  tax  in  whole  or  in  part,  or  it  muft 

*  be  look'd  on  as  a  method  for  doing  it  by  in- 

*  croaching  upon  thofe  funds  appropriated  to  the 

*  payment   of   the  principal   or   intereft   of   our 

*  debts.     If  it  was  never  defigned  by  any  of  the 

*  laws  now  in  being,  that  made  wines  fhould  be 

*  looked  on  as  fweets,  or  fubjedted  to  any  tax  as 

*  fuch,  the  fubjeding  them  for  the  future  to  a 
«  tax,  muft  be  look'd  on  as  impofing  a  new  tax 

*  upon  fuch  wines  ;  and  if  by  the  laws  now  iri 

*  being  all  liquors  made  for  fale  by  infufion,  fer- 
'  mentation,    or  otherwife,    from  Britijh  fruit  or 

*  fugar,  or  from  fruit  or  fugar  mixed  with  other 

*  materials  or  ingredients,  were  defigned  to  be 
'  looked  on  as  fweets,  and  as  fuch  to  be  chargea- 
'  ble  with  the  duty  of  36^.  a  barrel,  as  well  as  all 

*  liquors  made  for  fale  from  foreign  fruits  or  fu- 
^  gar,  then  the  whole  duty  nov/  propofed  to  be 
^  abolifhed,  ftands  appropriated  to  the  payment 
'  of  our  debts,  and  makes  a  part  of  the  finking. 
'  fund,  as  may  appear  from  the  famous  ad  of 
'  the  6th  of  his  late  Majefty,  for  enabling  the 
^  South-Sea  company  to  increafe  their  capital,  by 
'  which  this  duty,  among  others,  ftands  exprefly 

'  appropriated  to  that  company.  Nor  does  it  fig- 
'  nify  to  fay  that  this  duty  never  produced  any 

*  thing ',  becaufe  if  the  levying  of  this  duty  was 
'  prevented  by  a  doubt  in  the  a6l  of  Parliament, 

*  that  doubt  ought  to  have  been  explained  long 
'  before  now  •,  for  he  who  grants  is  always  fup- 
^  pofed  to  grant  every  thing  neceflary  for  making 
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his  grant  eiFedlual.  Therefore,  as  the  old  duty 
ftands  appropriated  to  the  South-Sea  company, 
and  makes  a  part  of  the  finking  fund,  we  can- 
not abolifh  it  without  making  an  incroachment 
upon  the  finking  fund  ;  and  if  the  South-Sea 
company  lliould  give  up  two  thirds  of  their 
grant,  in  oi*der  to  make  the  remaining  third 
more  effedtual,  or  if  we  fhould  by  way  of  re- 
peal, take  from  the  finking  fund  two  thirds  of 
this  duty,  in  hopes  the  remaining  third  would 
produce  more  than  the  whole  three  parts  for- 
merly did,  or  could  have  done,  furely  the  South- 
Sea  company  as  well  as  the  finking  fund  have 
an  undoubted  right  to  that  third  part  •,  fo  that 
we  cannot  appropriate  the  12s.  now  propofed 
to  be  laid  upon  fweets  to  the  fervice  of  next 
year,  without  incroaching  both  upon  the  fink- 
ing fund,  and  upon  the  right  of  the  South-Sea 
company. 

'  I  hope,  Sir,  every  gentleman  that  hears  me 
is  now  convinced,  the  projedt  we  have  now  un- 
der our  confideration  muft  either  be  called  a  new 
tax,  or  an  incroachment  on  the  finking  fund  ; 
and  as  the  honourable  gentleman  who  moved 
you  the  queftion,  admitted,  that  we  ought  nei- 
ther to  impofe  any  new  tax,  nor  make  any  fuch 
incroachment  -,  I  hope  he  will  now  admit,  his 
propofition  is  fuch  a  one  as  ought  not  to  be 
agreed  to  •,  for  though  I  fhall  not  fay  that  out 
of  his  own  mouth  I  have  condemned  him,  yet, 
I  think  I  may  fay,  that  out  of  his  own  mouth, 
I  have  condemned  the  projed  he  has  been 
pleafed  to  offer.  I  know,  it  may  be  faid,  that 
if  we,  from  the  future  produce  of  this  duty, 
pay  yearly  to  the  finking  fund,  a  fum  equal  to 
what  the  duty  has  produced  at  a  medium  fince 
the  firfl  time  of  its  being  granted,  we  cannot  be 
accufed  of  making  any  incroachment  upon  the 
finking  fund  ,    but  is  not  this  a  fort  of  play 

*  upon 
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'^  upon  words  hardly  becoming  the  courts  in  We/f- 
'  minfter-Haily  and  much  lefs  the  proceedings  of 
'  this  houfe,  where  nothing  but  equity  and  ftrlcft 
'  honour  ought  to  prevail  ?  A  duty  has  been 
'  granted,   money  has   been   borrowed  upon  the 

*  credit  of  that  duty,  it  has  fince  been  found  the 
'  duty  was  fo  high,   that  it  amounted  to  a  prohi- 

*  bitlon,  and  therefore  produced  little  or  nothing  ^ 

*  the  creditors  come  and  defire  the  duty  may  be 
'  lowered,  in  order  that  they  may  have  fome  fort 

*  of  fecurity  for  their  money :  Could  we  refufe  fo 
^  equitable  a  requeft  ?  Could  we  in  honour  fay, 
*■  No,  you  fhall  have  the  former  produce,  which 
'  was  little  or  nothing,  continued  to  you  j  but  if, 
'  upon  Its  being  lowered,  it  produces  more,  we 
'  muft  take  the  whole  increafed  produce,  for  an- 
^  fvvering  our  own  necefiary  cccaiions  ?  The  cafe 
*■  before  us  Is  ftill  ftronger  :  The  old  duty  upon 

*  fweets  would  have  produced  a  great  deal  more 

*  than  ever  it  did,  if  the  doubt  which  arofe  about 
'  the  intention  of  the  law  had  been  explained  as 
'  now  defigned  ;    and,  if  what  is  now  deflgned, 

*  was  really  the  Intention  of  the  law  at  firft,  that 
'  doubt  ought  to  have  been  fo  explained  as  foon 

*  as  it  was  taken  notice  of.  In  order  to  make  ef- 
'  fedlual   to  our  creditors   that  grant,    which  we 

*  had  made  them  for  fecuring  the  payment  of  the 

*  money  they  lent  us  in  our  diftrefs.     We  may 

*  aboliih  the  old  duty,   v/e  may  edablifh  one  third 

*  part  of  that  duty  only,  for  the  future  -,  but  that 

*  new  duty  fo  to  be  eilabliflied.  In  honour,  In 
'  juflice,  in  equity,  belongs  to  the  creditors  who 

*  lent  their  money  upon  the  credit  of  the  old 
^  duty  ;  and  confequently,  we  cannot  apply  it  to 
'  the  current  fervice,  without  making  an  incroach- 

*  ment  upon  the  finking  fund. 

'  I  have  hitherto  fuppofed,  Sir,  that  the  Parlia- 
'  ments  which  eftablifhed  the  duty  upon  fweets, 

*  deflgned   to  include  thofe  liquors  called  made 
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wines  ;  and  this  I  have  fuppofed,  only  to  fhew 
that,  even  in  that  cafe,  we  ought  not  to  agree 
to  the  method  propofed,  becaufe  it  will  be  an 
incroachment  upon  the  finking  fund  ;  but  now. 
Sir,  I  fhall  Tuppofe,  and  I  do  infift  upon  it, 
that  no  former  Parliament  ever  intended  to  fub- 
jecfl  liquors  made  for  fale  by  infufion,  fermenta- 
tion, or  othervvife,  from  Britijh  fruits  or  fugar, 
or  from  fruits  or  fugar  mixed  with  other  materi- 
als or  ingredients,  and  commonly  called  or  diftin- 
guifhed  by  the  name  of  made  wines,  to  the  duty 
by  them  impofed  upon  Tweets  \  and  the  pradice 
ever  fince  thofe  a6ls  of  Parliament  were  pafTed, 
which  is  above  thirty  years  ago,  has  fully  jufti- 
iied  my  opinion  ;  for  we  muft  fuppofe  the  com.- 
miflioners  of  the  treafury,  the  commifTioners  of 
excife,  and  the  excifemen,  have  often  taken  the 
opinion  of  lawyers  upon  this  head  •,  and  if  they 
had  ever  had  the  opinion  of  any  tolerable  law- 
yer in  their  favour,  we  may  fuppofe,  they 
would  have  exaded  the  tax  with  the  utmoft  ri- 
gour ;  we  cannot  fuppofe,  without  doing  great 
injuftice  to  thofc  worthy  fervants  of  their  coun- 
try, that  they  would  have  allowed  the  publick 
to  be  defrauded  of  fuch  a  conliderable  revenue, 
if  in  all  that  time  they  had  ever  had  the  opinion 
of  any  noted  lawyer  in  their  favour  \  therefore, 
I  mufl:  look  upon  the  propofition  now  made  to 
us,  as  a  propofition  for  impofing  a  new  tax  upon 
the  fubjecls  of  this  kingdom  •,  and  I  fhall  now 
endeavour  to  fhew,  that  it  is  a  tax  of  the  moft 
opprefTive  nature,  and  which  may  be  attended 
with  the  mofc  fatal  confequences,  with  refpe(5l 
to  our  conftitution  and  the  liberty  of  the  fub- 
jea. 

^  The  nature  of  excife-laws.  Sir,  and  the  dan- 
gerous confequences  of  extending  fuch  laws  in  a 
free  country,    were  upon  a  late   famous   occa- 
fion  fo  fully  explained,  that  I  little  expeded  a 
I  *  further 
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further  extenfion  of  fuc'h  laws  would  have  been 
attempted  for  fome  years  to  come  ;  but  now  I 
find,  I  have  been  egregioufly  miftaken  •,  for  the 
projed  now  before  us,  I  muft  look  on  as  a  new 
and  a  wide  extenfion  of  thofe  laws.  Eveiy 
•one  knov/s,  the  duty  upon  fweets  is  to  be  raifed 
by  the  laws  of  excife,  and  if  you  fubjed:  all 
thofe  liquors  called  made  wines  to  that  duty, 
there  is  hardly  a  farmer,  or  a  country  gentleman 
in  England^  but  will  by  that  means  be  fubjedled 
to  the  laws  of  excife,  if  he  refolves  to  make 
the  bed  ufe  of  his  garden  or  orchard.  Our  ex- 
cife-laws  have  already  fpread  themfelves  over 
every  city,  borough,  and  village  in  the  king- 
dom, and  by  this  new  regumtion  they  are  to 
fpread  themfelves  over  every  county,  and  to 
enter  into  the  moft  lonefome  farm-houfe  in 
England  \  for  if  a  farmer  has  a  mind  to  make  a 
little  money  of  an  elder-hedge,  or  of  a  goof- 
berry,  rafberry,  or  currant-bufh,  or  of  a  mul- 
berry-tree, he  may  have  in  his  garden,  in  order 
to  enable  him  to  pay  his  rent  to  his  landlord, 
his  houfe  muft  be  open  -at  all  hours  in  the  day- 
time to  the  ganger,  nay,  it  muft  be  open  at  all 
hours  in  the  night-time,  if  the  ganger  can  but 
find  a  profligate  fellow  of  an  ale-houfe -keeper 
in  the  hundred,  who  has  got  himfelf  named  a 
conftable  by  the  trading  juftices  of  the  county. 
Can  it  be  fuppofed,  Sir,  that  this  will  produce 
no  frefh  murmurs,  can  it  be  fuppofed  our  farm- 
ers will  all  fubmit  patiently  to  fuch  a  hardlhip, 
or  can  it  be  fuppofed  that  ail  our  gangers  will 
behave  with  common  decency,  when  they  get 
into  a  lonefome  houfe  in  the  country,  at  a  time, 
v/hen,  perhaps,  the  family  are  in  the  fields  a 
hay-making,  and  no  perfon  left  at  home,  but 
the  farmer's  wife,  or  his  daughter?  Then,  fup- 
pofe  the  farmer  is  caught  in  a  fraud,  how  will 
the  landlord  look,  v/hen  he  finds  himfelf  difap- 
T  3  '  pointed 
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pointed  of  his  rent,   by  an  extent  brought  a- 
gainft  his  tenant  for  the  penalty  ? 
'  I  am  fure,  Sir,  I  need  not  repeat  to  the  houfe 
the  many  good  arguments  that  have  been  made 
ufe  of  againfi:  excife-laws.     It  has  upon  a  for- 
mer occaiion  been  fhewn,  that  they  are  of  the 
moft  dangerous  confequence  to  our  conftitution  •, 
and  the  arguments  then  made  ufe  of  are  cer- 
tainly ftili  freili  in  every  gentleman's  memory. 
I   fhall  only  take  notice,  that  as  the  authority 
and  bufinefs  of  excifemen  will  be  very  much  in- 
creafed   by  this  new  projedt,    we  have  now  a 
greater  number  of  them  than  we  have  occafion 
for,  or  their  number  muft  be  greatly  augment- 
ed ;    for   not  only    many    of  our  farmers  will 
from  henceforth  be  fubjedled  to  their  review,  but 
I  am  afraid,  every  tavern  and  wine-cellar  in  the 
kingdom.    We  know  v/hat  a  clamour  was  raifed 
againft  the  laft  attempt  to  fubjecfl  wine-merchants 
and  vintners  to  excife-laws  :  That  was  an  open 
attempt,  and  fuch  a  one  as  they  could  openjy 
oppofc  •,  but  the  difficulty  of  fuch  an  attack  was 
then  felt ;  and,  therefore,  they  are  now  to  be 
attack'd  in  an  indiredl  and  hidden  method  -,  for^ 
if  moil:  of  our  dealers  in  wine,  be  brewers  of 
v/ine,    as   is   commonly   reported,    every    fuch 
dealer  will,  by  this  method,  be  fubjedled  to  the 
review  of  an  excifeman,    though   he  dares  not 
fay  he  is  afraid  of  any  fuch  thing,   and,    there- 
fore, cannot  openly  oppofe  the  projed  now  be- 

■  fore  us.     By  this  means,    the  influence  which 

■  excifemen  already  have,  or  may  have,  upon  all 
'•  city  and  borough  eledlions,  will  be  very  much 
'  increafed  ;  and,  as  many  of  our  farmers  are 
•  freeholders,  the  excifemen  will,  by  means  of 
'  this  projedt,  have  an  opportunity  of  gaining  an 
^  influence  likewife  in  all  county-eleftions  ;  both 
^  v/hich  are  diametrically  oppofite  to  our  conftiiu- 
'  tion,  and  to  the  liberty  of  the  fubied. 

I  Mf 
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*  If  by  lowering  the  duty  on  fweets,  and  pre- 
venting the  retail  of  fpirituous  liquors  in  punch, 
or  otherwife,  thofe  liquors  called  made  wines, 
fhould  come  to  be  of  univerfal  ufe,  we  muft 
fuppofe,  that  almoft  every  farmer  in  England 
will  turn  himfelf  towards  the  making  of  fuch 
liquors,  and  the  producing  of  materials  proper 
for  that  purpoie  *,  the  confequence  of  which 
will  be,  that  he  muft  go  to  the  next  office  of 
excife,  and  enter  his  name  and  place  of  abode, 
together  with  every  room  and  place  made  ufe  of 
by  him  for  making  or  keeping  any  fuch  liquors. 
This  he  muft  do  under  a  great  penalty,  and 
■  from  the  time  he  has  done  fo,  he  can  no  longer 
call  his  houfe  properly  his  own  :  From  that 
moment,  the  ganger  may  any  hour  of  the  day, 
and  as  often  as  he  pleafes,  require  admittance  ; 
and,  by  taking  a  conftable  along  with  him,  he 
may,  at  any  hour  of  the  night,  and  as  often  as 
he  has  a  mind,  require  admittance :  If  the 
poor  farmer  fnould  at  any  time  refufe  to  leave 
his  labour  in  the  fields,  or  if  he  iTiould  refufe  to 
get  out  of  bed  after  a  hard  day's  labour,  in  or- 
der to  let  the  ganger  enter  his  houfe,  he  fub~ 
jedls  himfelf  to  a  great  penalty.  For  thefe  pe- 
nalties he  is  not  to  be  fued  according  to  the 
common  law,  nor  to  be  tried  in  the  ufual  way, 
by  God  and  his  country  ;  but  he  is  to  be  tried 
before  the  commiftioners  of  excife,  or  before 
two  juftices  of  peace,  who  may  convid  him, 
without  any  jury,  upon  the  oath  of  the  ganger, 
v/ho  makes  the  complaint ;  and  all  this  without 
any  appeal  but  to  the  quarter  fefTions,  whofe 
judgment  is  to  be  final  Tlien  after  he  is  once 
convided,  in  order  that  he  may  for  ever  after 
remain  obedient  to  the  commiifioners  of  excife, 
or  to  the  juftices  of  peace,  they  are  empow- 
ered to  levy  the  whole,  or  part  of  the  penal- 
T  4  '  ty 
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ty  they  pleafe,  according  to  the  paft  or  the  fu- 
ture behaviour  of  the  unfortunate  convid:. 
*  This,  Sir,  will  be  the  cafe  of  every  farmer 
in  England^  who  attempts  to  make  the  moft  of 
the  goofberries  or  currants  he  has  in  his  garden ; 
and  if  to  avoid  this  misfortune,  he  fhould  re- 
folve  to  fell  his  fruits  to  the  makers  of  fuch 
liquors,    inftead  of  making  them  hirqfelf,    he 
muft   fell  them  for  little  or  nothing.      From 
hence  I  am  apt  to  believe  that,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  low  duty  you  propofe  to  lay  upon  made 
wines,    the  methods   you  are   to  prefcribe  for 
raifing  it,  will  prevent  the  confumpt ;  becaufc 
no  man  will  fubjedl  himfelf  to  the  excife-laws, 
for  the  fake  of  any  advantage  he  may  get  by 
the  making  of  fuch  liquors  ;    and   if  they  are 
not  made,  I  am  fure  they  cannot  be  confumed ; 
fo  that  one  or  other  of  thefe  inconveniencies 
mud  arife  from  the  proje6l  now  under  our  confi- 
deration  :    Either  a  great  number  of  our  peopte 
will  be  fubjedled  to  excife-laws,  who  were  never 
before  fubjed  to  any  fuch,   or  the  produce  of 
the  duty  will  come  far  (hort  of  your  expedation. 
By  the  former,  our  liberties  will  be  expofed  to 
greater  danger  than  they  are  at  prefent,   or   ever 
ought  to  be  ;  and  by  the  latter,  we  fhall  leave  a 
new  load  upon  our  pofterity,  without  any  com- 
petent fund,    for  ridding   them  of  that  load; 
which  is,  I  think,  what  no  man  can  agree  to, 

•  who  has  any  regard  for  his  pofterity,  or  the 
'  future  happinefs  of  his  country. 

'  From  what  I  have  faid,  Sir,  I  hope  it  will 
appear^  that  the  method  propofed  for  making 
'  good  the  deficiency  of  the  fupplies  for  this 
'-  next  enfuing  year,  is  not  only  a  new  tax,  but 
^  that  that  tax  is  one  of  the  moft  dangerous  taxes 
^  we  can  impofe  upon  the  people.  I  ftiall  be 
^  far  from  propoiing  any  addition  to  the  land=-tax-v 

*  I  think  two  fliillings  m  the  pound  is  the  higheft 

^  our 
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*  our  landholders  ought  to  be  loaded  with  in  time 

*  of  peace  i  but  I  am  fure  it  would  be  better  for 

*  every  landholder  In  England  to  pay  three  fhil- 

*  lings  in  the  pound  land-tax,  than  to  lay  fuch  a 

*  hardfhlp  upon  his  tenants,  as  to  make  it  necefla- 

*  ry  for  them  either  to  fubjed  themfelves  to  the 
<  laws  of  excife,  or  give  up  making  the  proper  ad- 

*  vantage  of  fome  part  of  their  farms.     An  ad- 

*  ditional   fhilling  to  the  land-tax  is  but  a  fhort 

*  temporary  lofs  :    It  is  a  lofs  of  a  twentieth  part 

*  of  his  rent  but  for  one  year  only  ;  but  by  fub- 

*  jedling  his  tenants  to  fuch  a  hardfhip  for  {^w^w- 

*  teen  or  twenty  years,  he  may  find  himfelf  ob- 
'  liged  to  lower  the  rent  of  every  farm  that  be- 

*  longs  to  him,  much  more  than  a  twentieth  part, 

*  which  will  be  probably  a  perpetual  lofs,  or  at 

*  leaft  a  yearly  lofs  that  may  affedt  him  and  his 

*  pofterity  for  a  great  number  of  years.     For  this 

*  reafon,  I  fay.   Sir,   every  landholder  ought  to 

*  chufe  rather  to  pay  an  additional  fhilling  land- 

*  tax,  than  fubjedl  his  tenants  to  fuch  a  hardfhip 

*  as  will   be   the   necefTary    confequence   of  the 

*  projedl  now  before  us.  But  there  is  another  rea- 
'  fon  why  every  man  in  the  kingdom,  as  well  as 

*  every  landholder,  ought  to  be  again fl  this  pro- 

*  jedl,  if  he  has  a  proper  regard  for  his  pofteritv, 

*  or  for  his  country  ;  becaufe  the  method  there- 

*  by  propofed  for  raifing  money  for  the  current 
'  fervice,  is  in  general,  I  think,  the  mofl  per- 
'  nicious  method  this  nation,  or  any  nation,  can 
'  ever  chufe   for    fupplying    fuch   fervices.      To 

*  eflablifh  funds,  and  then  mortgage  thofe-  funds 
'  for  ready  money,  is  a  method  of  fupplying  the 
'  current  fervice,  which  I  fhall  r^Dw  endeavour  to 
'  fhew  no  nation  ought  to  take,  but  in  cafes  of 
'  the  greatefl  extremity  and  danger. 

'  In  every  country.  Sir,  that  which  may  be 
'  called  the  eflate  or  revenue  of  the  publick,  is 
^  the  fum  that  may  be  raifed  yearly  from  the  pub- 

'  lick 
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'  lick  lands,  and  from  thofe  taxes  and  impofitions 

*  which  the  people  will  patiently  fubmit  to  pay ; 

*  therefore,  if  in  any  one  year  the  publick  ex- 

*  pence  exceed  that  fum,  by  mortgaging  a  part  of 
'  this  publick  eftate  or  revenue,  the  publick  is  in 
'  the  fame  circumftances  with  a  private  man  who 

*  runs  out  his  eftate,  and  neither  the  one,  nor 
«  the  other  can,  for  the  future,  be  reckoned  to 

*  have  a  greater  eftate,  or  revenue,  than  what  re-       I 

*  mains  free  to  him  after  the  payment  of  the  in- 
^  tereft  upon  his  mortgages  yearly.  The  only 
«  difference  is,  that  the  revenue  of  a  private  man 
'  is  certain,  and  always  the  fame ;  whereas  the 
'  publick  revenue  of  a  kingdom  or  ftate  is  varia- 
'  ble,  and  may  always  be  greater  in  time  of  war, 
'  than  in  time  of  peace  j  becaufe,  during  a  juft 

*  and  necelTary  war,  the  people  will  patiently  fub- 

*  mit  to  greater  taxes  than  tliey  will  do  in  time  of 

*  peace;  but  in  either  cafe,  if  the  government  of 

*  a  country  fhould  make  the  publick  expence 
*^  exceed  the  publick  revenue,    but  for  one  year 

*  only,  it  is  a  ftep  towards  their  ruin,  and  a  great 
^  number  of  fuch  fteps  muft  certainly  at  laft  bring 
-  them  to  their  journey's  end,  which  is  the  ruin 
'  of  their  country.  For  this  reafon  the  govern- 
'  ment  of  every  country  ought  to  take  fpecial 
^  care  to  proportion  the  publick  expence  to  the' 
'  publick  revenue  yearly,  fo  as  never  to  allow 
^  any  publick  debt  to  be  contraded,  but  what 
'  may  be  difcharged  by  .the  produce  of  the  taxes 
'  growing  due  within  that  year. 

'  MInifters,  Sir,  and  thofe  in  the  prefent  pof- 
'  fefiion  of  power,    may   very   probably   be  for 

*  loading  the  publick  with  debts,  inftead  of  load- 
'  ing  the  people  with  taxes,  becaufe  the  people  are 
■^  fenfible  only  of  the  taxes  they  pay,  they  are 
'  not  immediately  fenfible  of  the  debt  the  publick 
•=  contrads,  nor  can  they  probably  become  {qh- 
'  iib.le  of  it  during;  that  minj'fter's  adminlftration. 

'  This 
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*  This  may  enable  him  to  run  the  nation  Into  a 
'  needlefs  expence,    or  to  fquander  the  publick 

*  money,  withont  bringing  an  immediate  odium 
^  upon  himfelf,  or  raifing  any  murmurs  againft 
^  his  adminlftration  ;  but  every  fuch  debt  weak- 
'  ens  the  power  of  the  crown,  which  depends 
^  upon  the  annual  revenue  of  the  kingdom,  and 
'  may  render  it  impofTible  even  for  the  very 
'  next  fucceflbr  to  protedt  his  kingdom,  either 
'  againft  invafions  and  infults  from  without,  or 
'  tumults  and  infurredlions  from  within  j  therefore 
'  no  man  who  has  a  true  regard  for  the  crown,  or 
'  for  the  next  fucceflbr  to  the  crown,  will,  for 
'  the  eafe  of  any  temporary  minifter,  agree  to 
'  run  the  nation  in  debt,  in  order  that  the  peo- 

*  pie    may    not   be    fenfible  of   the   unneceflary 

*  charge  his  ambition,  imprudence,  avarice,  or 
'  extravagance,  may  have  brought  upon  them. 

'  When  fuch  taxes  are  impofed  and  colledled 
^  within  the  year,  as  are  fully  fufficient  for  de- 
'  fraying  the  expence  of  that  year,  the  people  are 
^  fenfible  of  the  expence,  and  will  therefore  en- 
^  quire  into  the  neceflity  of  that  expence,  which 
'  will  always  be  a  check  upon  the  meafures  of  the 
^  adminlftration,  in  time  of  war  as  well  as  peace  : 
'  It  will  not  only  make  them  frugal  v/ith  refped: 
'  to  every  fhilling  of  the  publick  money  they  are 

*  obliged  to  lay  out,  but  it  will  make  them  care- 
'  ful  not  to  involve  the  nation  in  any  unneceftary 
'  war  or  expence  ;  and  it  will  prevent  their  conti- 
'  nuing  of  any  war,  longer  than  the  future  fecu- 

*  rity  of  the  nation  requires.  On  the  other  hand, 
'  when  the  publick  expence,  or  any  part  of  it,  is 
'  raifed  by  impoiing  a  fmall  tax  upon  any  of  the 

*  neceflaries,    conveniencies,    or  luxuries  of   life^ 

*  and  mortgaging  that  tax  for  a  number  of  years, 

*  the  people  are  not  fenfible  of  the  expence  they 
'  are  put  to,  and  confequently  make  no  enquiry 
^  about  it,  which  often  gives  an  encouragement 
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'  to  thofe  in  power  to  run  the  people  into  need- 
•  lefs  expences,  and  to  lavifh  the  publick  money. 
■  But  if  fuch   meafures   be   continued   for  any 
number  of  years,    thofe  fmall  taxes  grow   fo 
numerous,  that  they  become  not  only  fenfible 
'  but   infupportable :    The   complaints  and  th^ 
murmurs   of  the   people  then  begin  to  grow 
general   and  loud ;  but  the  misfortune  is,  that 
their  refentment   falls  upon   thofe   who   have 
then  the  ill  fate  to  be   in  power  over  them, 
and  not  upon  thofe  who  were  the  original  au- 
thors of  their  mifery. 

*  Another  misfortune  is.  Sir,  that  by  con- 
tradling  debt,  inflead  of  impofing  taxes,  the 
nation  is  at  leaft  obliged  to  pay  three  or  four 
fhillings,  fometimes  more,  for  every  fhilling 
that  was  ever  applied  to  the  publick  fervice ; 
becaufe  the  interell  and  charges  of  manage- 
ment, which  the  people  are  obliged  to  pay 
yearly  till  the  principal  be  difcharged,  often  a- 
mounts  to  double  or  treble  the  fum  firft  bor- 
rowed, which  was  the  only  fum  applied  to  the 
fervice  of  the  publick.  If  we  were  to  com- 
pute what  this  nation  has  paid  for  intereft,  and 
charges  of  management,  upon  all  the  debts 
we  have  con  traded,  it  would  amount  to  an  in- 
credible fum  :  I  am  convinced  it  would  appear 
to  be  more  than  three  times  the  amount  of  the 
whole  debt  we  owe  at  prefent.  Let  us  but 
confider  the  projedt  now  before  us  :  Let  us  fup- 
pofe  400,000/.  borrowed  at  an  intereft  of  3 
per  Cent,  and  that  the  tax  will  amount  to  but 
35,000/,  a  year,  which  is  the  leaft  grofs  pro- 
duce we  can  fuppofe,  upon  the  fuppofition 
that  it  will  bring  a  nett  fum  of  30,000/. 
yearly  into  x^^vt  Exchequer-,  in  that  cafe,  the 
people  muft  pay  35,000/.  a  year  for  feventeen 
years,  which  at  3  per  Cent,  compound  intereft 
amounts  to  near  750,000/.  and  which  muft  be 

*  paid 
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paid  by  the  people  of  England  in  lieu  of  t\vt 
400,000/.  now  to  be  borrowed  for  the  fervice 
of  this  year.  When  fo  low  an  intereil,  in  fb 
Ihort  a  time,  makes  fuch  a  difference,  we  may 
eafily  guefs  what  an  immenfe  fum  the  people 
of  this  kingdom  have  paid  for  intereft  and 
charges  of  management,  fince  that  pradiice  of 

creating and  mortgaging  publick   funds , 

was  firfl  brought  into  fafhion  amongft  us. 
'  It  may,  I  know,  be  faid,  that  if  the  whole 
money  neceflary  for  the  current  fervice  is  not 
raifed  within  the  year,  the  people  mull  fave 
fo  much  money  in  their  pockets,  which  they 
would  otherwife  be  obliged  to  pay  out,  for 
making  good  that  fervice  •,  and  that  every  pri- 
vate man  may  make  above  5  per  Ceyit.  of  the 
money  fo  faved,  inftead  of  3  per  Cent,  upon 
the  fum  which  the  publick  borrows  for  the 
current  fervice  ;  from  whence  it  may  be  ar- 
gued, that  it  is  an  advantage  for  every  private 
man  to  run  the  publick  in  debt,  rather  than 
raife,  within  the  year,  the  whole  fums  necef- 
fary  for  the  current  fervice  of  the  year.  But 
do  not  we  know,  Sir,  that  every  man  looks 
upon  the  taxes  he  is  obliged  to  pay  yearly,  as 
a  part  of  his  yearly  expence  \  and  the  more 
taxes  he  is  obliged  to  pay,  the  more  he  con- 
tracts his  yearly  expence  upon  other  articles  ? 
This  every  prudent  and  provident  man  will  do, 
when  he  feels  the  money  going  yearly  out  of 
his  pocket  towards  the  publick  expence  %  but 
when  a  publick  debt  is  contracted,  and  there- 
by a  load  thrown  upon  future  generations  for 
the  eafe  of  the  prefent,  no  man,  let  him  be 
never  fo  provident,  fits  down  to  compute  the 
eafe  he  meets  with,  in  order  that  he  may  fave 
as  much  out  of  that  year's  expence,  as  may 
enable  his  pofterity  to  anfwer  the  load  thrown 

*  upon  them.     People  confider  only  the  yearly 

*  taxes 
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taxes  they  are  fubje6led  to,  and  proportion 
their  expences  upon  other  articles  accordingly  ; 
fo  that  pofterity  are  fo  far  from  having  the 
principal  left  them,  with  compound  interefl  at 
5  per  Cent,  that  they  have  neither  principal  nor 
intereft  left  them  •,  nor  is  it  polTible  to  per- 
fuade  an  heir,  that  any  part  of  the  eftate  left 
him  by  his  anceftor,  was  faved  for  him,  with 
a  view  of  enabling  him  to  pay  his  fhare  of 
that  publick  debt,  which  was  contraded  in  the 
time  of  his  anceftor. 

'  To  thefe  misfortunes.  Sir,  let  me  add  an- 
other, that  the  creating  and  mortgaging  pub- 
lick  funds,  necelTarily  contributes  to  the  raif- 
ing  and  keeping  up  the  natural  intereft  of  mo- 
ney, or  to  the  draining  the  nation  of  that  gold 
and  filver  which  is  brought  into  it  by  its  gene- 
ral balance  of  trade.  As  the  natural  intereft 
of  money,  in  all  countries,  depends  upon  the 
proportion  between  the  demand  for  borrowing 
money  at  intereft,  and  the  demand  for  lending 
money  at  intereft,  by  creating  and  mortgaging 
publick  fands,  you  increafe  the  firft  demand,- 
and  confequently  the  natural  intereft  of  mo- 
ney muft  rife,  unlefs  you  proportionably  in- 
creafe the  other,  and  this  you  can  no  way  do 
but  by  prevailing  with  foreigners  to  lend  you  a 
fum  equal  to  the  publick  fund  you  have  efta- 
bliftied.  If  you  can  do  this,  you  keep  up  the 
fame  proportion  between  the  demand  for  bor- 
rowing money  at  intereft,  and  the  demand  for 
lending  money  at  intereft,  which  you  had  in 
your  countiy  before  that  publick  fund  was  cre- 
ated •,  but  then  what  is  the  confequence  ?  The 
whole  fum  payable  yearly  by  way  of  intereft 
upon  that  publick  fund,  muft  be  fent  out  of 
your  countiy  yearly  in  gold  or  filvei*,  or  it 
muft  prevent  fo  much  gold  and  filver  yearly 
coming  in  to  you,  by  means  of  your  general 

'  balance 
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balance  of  trade  j  for  unlefs  you  create  a  new 
fund,  your  foreign  creditors  cannot  pofiibly 
convert  their  intereft  into  principal ;  and  if 
you  create  a  new  fund,  you  add  to  your  former 
misfortune,  by  increafing  the  annual  draught 
of  gold  and  filver  from  amongft  you. 
'  I'o  apply  this,  Sir,  to  our  prefent  circum- 
ftances  •,  fuppofe  the  whole  of  our  publick 
debts  amounts  to  forty-eight  millions,  and  that 
but  ten  millions  of  that  capital  belongs  to  fo- 
reigners, though  I  am  convinced  their  lliare 
amounts  to  a  much  larger  fum :  In  that  cafe, 
you  have  taken  thirty-eight  millions  from  the 
demand  for  lending  money  at  intereft  in  your 
country,  and  have  added  it  to  the  demand 
for  borrowing  money  at  intereft,  which 
makes  a  difference  of  no  lefs  than  feventy-fix 
millions,  and  how  this  difference  mufl  affe6t 
the  proportion  between  thefe  two  demands, 
and  confequently  the  natural  intereft  of  mo- 
ney, in  this  country,  I  fhall  leave  to  every  gen- 
tleman that  hears  me  to  judge.  Then  as  to 
the  ten  millions  belonging  to  foreigners,  it  is 
true,  it  prevents  the  difference  between  thefe 
two  demands  in  this  country  being  fo  great  as 
it  would  otherwife  be  -,  but  the  confequence  is, 
that  the  yearly  intereft  of  this  fum  of  ten  mil- 
lions, which  is  400,000 /.  a  year,  muft  be  fent 
out  annually  in  gold  or  filver,  or  in  goods  and 
merchandize  -,  for  all  bills  of  exchange  muft  at 
lafl  be  anfwered  by  one  or  other  of  thefe 
funds.  If  it  be  fent  out  in  gold  and  filver,  it 
diminilhes  our  national  ftock  of  gold  and  fil- 
ver; if  in  goods  and  merchandize,  it  prevents 
its  increafe ;  becaufe  the  price  of  thofe  goods 
and  merchandize  muft  neceffarily  at  laft  have 
been  returned  to  us  in  gold  and  filver,  if  we 
had  had  no  fuch  intereft  to  have  paid  yearly  to 
foreigners.    While  the  general  balance  of  trade 

*  continues 
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*  continues  in  our  favour,  the  paying  of  this  in- 
'  tereft  to  foreigners  will  only  prevent  the  year- 
'  ly  increafe  of  our  national  flock  of  gold  and 
'  filver;  but  as  foon  as  the  general  balance  of 
*•  trade  turns  againft  us,  this  whole  fum  muft  be 
'  drawn  out  yearly  in  gold  and  filver,    which 

*  muft  neceiTarily  in  a  few  years,  entirely  ex- 
'  haufl  our  national  ftock  of  thofe  two  metals ; 
'  and  when  that  misfortune  comes  upon  us,  I  am 

*  afraid  we  fhall  find  but  little  comfort  or  relief 
'  in  our  paper  credit. 

'  This    confideration    alone.    Sir,    I   fhould 
'  think,  would  make  every  gentleman  refolve  to 

*  fubmit  to  any  tax,  rather  than  run  the  nation 

*  further  in  debt;  and  I  am  fure  it  ought  to 
'  make  every  minifter  refolve  to  contrad  the 

*  publick  expence  as  much  as  poflible.  There 
'  are  many  other  misfortunes  and  inconveniences 
'  attending  the  creating  and  mortgaging  of  pub- 
'  lick  funds ;  but  I  fhall  not  trouble  you  with 
'  enumerating  any  more  of  them  at  prefent.     I 

*  think  I  have  faid  enough  for  convincing  every 

*  man,  who  has  a  found  heart  as  well  as  a  found 

*  head^  that  any  projed  for  running  the  nation 

*  into  a  new  debt,  mufl  be  a  mofl  pernicious  fort 
'  means  for  fupplying  the  current  fervice  of  the 

*  yean     If  fo,  I  am  fure  every  gentleman  that 

*  hears  me,  would  give  his  negative  to  the  quef- 
'  tion,  if  there  fhould  be  an  occafion  •,  but  there 

*  will  not,  I  believe,  be  any  occafion  for  a  nega- 
'  tive ;    becaufe,   if  the  honourable    gentleman 

*  who  made  you  this  propofition,  views  it  in  the 

*  fame  light  I  do,  I  am  fure  he  will  mofl  readily 
'  give   it  up.     It  may,  perhaps,  be  faid.  Will 

*  you  leave  the  current  fervice  unprovided  for  ? 

*  Will  you  allow  the  fefTion  to  break  up  without 

*  providing  for  thofe  fupplies  you  have  already 

*  granted  ?  No,  Sir :  Several  other  methods  may 

*  be  thought  of:  I  have  hinted  at  one,  which  I 

'  am 
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^  am  fure  would  be  fufficient  -,  I  mean,  that  of 
'^  abolifhing  feveral  of  our  unnecefTary  polls  and 
*-  employments.  A  committee  for  that  purpofe, 
'  if  we  weJre  unanimous,  would  foon  find  out  a 
'  fund  for  anfwering  the  prefent  deficiency-,  and, 
'  I  am  certain,  there  is  no  method  that  will  be 
"-  more  effedlual  for  producing  that  unanimity, 
'  than  our  rejedling  or  dropping  the  propofition 
'  now  before  us ;  for  which  reafon,  if  it  be  in- 
'  fifted  on,  I  fhall  moft  heartily  give  my  nega- 

*  tive  to  the  queflion.' 

The  Reply  was  to  the  efFe6t  as  follows,  viz, 

'  Sir,  I  am  glad  to  find,  that  every  gentleman  Reply, 

*  who  has  argued  for,  or  againft  the  queflion 
'  now  before  us,  feems  to  be  of  opinion,  the 
'  fupplies  we  have  already  voted,  ought  to  be 
'  made  good,  fome  way  or  other.     When  thefe 

*  fupplies  were  granted,    I  eafily  forefaw,   that 

*  the  malt-tax,  and  a  land-tax  of  is.  in  the 
'  pound,  would  not  be  fufiicient  for  anfwering 

*  them ;   and  I  confefs,  tho'  I  faw  the  necefTity 

*  of  the  fupplies  we  had  agreed  to,  I  was  under 
'  fome  uneafmefs  to  think  how  it  was  polfible  to 
'  make  good  the  deficiency ;  becaufe,  I  thought 
'  it  would  be  hard  to  load  the  people  with  any 

*  new  or  additional  tax,  or  to  make  any  in- 
'  croachment  upon  the  finking  fund ;  but  my 
'  uneafmefs  v/as  fully  removed,  as  foon  as  my  ho- 

*  nourable  friend  had  explained  the  method,  he 
'  had  thought  of,  for  making  good  that  defici- 
'  ency.  The  method  he  propofed,  and  which 
'  we  have  now  under  our  confideration,  appeared 

*  to  me  fo  eafy,  and  I  beg  his  leave  to  fay,  fo 
'  ingenious,  that  I  imagined  it  would  have  been 
'  agreed  to  without  any  oppofition  •,  but  this  is 
'  a  fate,  which  I  am  glad  to  find  few  or  no  pro- 

*  pofitions  are  like  to  meet  w'ith  in  this  houfe  j 
Vol.  XV.  U  '  ibr 
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for  a  bad  one  ought,  and  I  hope,  always  will 
be  oppofed,  and  a  good  one  derives  great  ad- 
vantages from  oppofition-,  becaufe  its  ufeful- 
nefs  from  thence  appears  in  a  much  clearer 
light.  As  I  very  much  approve  of  the  me- 
thod propofed  by  my  honourable  friend,  for 
making  good  the  deficiency  of  the  fupplies  for 
this  year,  I  fhall  endeavour  to  remove  the  ob- 
je6lions  that  have  been  made  to  it,  and  then 
I  fhall  endeavour  to  fhew  the  injullice  and  im- 
poflibility  of  the  other  methods  that  have  been 
propofed,  or  rather  hinted  at  in  this  debate. 
*  I  as  heartily  wifli,  Sir,  as  any  gentleman  can 
do,  that  we  could  contract  the  publick  expence 
fo  as  to  make  the  malt-tax,  and  a  land-tax  of 
2s.  in  the  pound,  fufficient  for  anfwering  it 
yearly;  but  the  publick  expence,  as  to  its 
quantity,  neither  depends  upon  our  refolutions^ 
nor  upon  the  will  and  pleafure  of  thofe,  wha 
have  the  honour  to  be  in  the  adminifliration  of 
our  government.  The  annual  publick  expence 
in  this  country,  as  well  as  in  every  other  coun- 
try, depends  upon  the  neceiTities  of  the  go- 
vernment only,  and  ought  to  be  increafed  or 
diminifhed  only  according  to  thofe  neceiTities. 
In  arbitrary  countries,  the  miniflers  are  the 
only  judges  of  thofe  necefTities,  and  of  the 
fums  that  will  be  fufficient  for  anfwering,  as 
well  as  of  the  ways  and  means  for  raifmg 
them ;  but,  in  this  happy  country,  our  minif- 
ters  are  no  judges  in  either  of  thefe  refpe61:s  * 
Their  bufinefs  is  only  to  lay  before  Parliament, 
what  they  think  will  be  the  neceffities  of  our 
government  for  the  enfuing  year  •,  and,  what 
fums  they  think  will  be  fufficient  for  anfwering 
thofe  neceffities.  When  they  have  done  fo, 
they  are,  as  it  were,  fiin^i  officio^  they  have 
nothing  more  to  do ;  for,  the  Parliament  is 
then  to  judge,    whether  tliofe  neceffities  are 

'  re^l : 
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'  real :  Whether  a  lefs  fum  may  not  be  fufficient 
*■  for  anfwering  thofe  necelTities  :  And  what  ways 
'  and  means  are  moft  proper  for  raifing  thofe 

*  fums,  that  fhall  be  thought  neceflary.  Of 
'  thefe  three  queftions,  we  have  already  deter- 

*  mined  the  firfl  tvvo ;  and  now  we  have  the 

*  third  under  our  confideration. 

'  In  determining  this  third  queilion,  we  cer- 
'  tainly  ought,  Sir,  to  chufe  fuch  ways  and 
*-  means,  as  may  be  fufficient  for  the  end  pro- 

*  pofed ;  fuch  as  may  be  leaft  burdenfome  to  the 
'  people,  and  fuch  as  may  feem  to  occalion  the 
'  feweft  murmurings  againft  the  government: 
^  And,  that  the  method  now  propofcd  to  us, 
:'  has  every  one  of  thefe  three  advantages,  will 
'  bed  appear  from  anfwering  the  feveral  objec- 
.'  tions  that  have  been  made  to  it.  I  fhall  grant, 
'  Sir,    that   fome    fort   of  comparifon  may  be 

*  made  between  the  publick  revenue  of  a  na- 

*  tion,  and  a  private  man's  eftate ;  and  that  k 

*  mortgage  upon  either,  muft  be  a  lofs  to  poile- 
-'  rity,  and  a  diminution  of  the  eitate,  till  that 
'  mortgage  be  cleared  ♦,  but,  there  is  a  very  great 
^  difference,  between  what  may  be  called  a  lofs  to 
'  pofterity,  and  what  may  be  called  doing  them 
'  a  real  injury  :  A  private  man  who  mortgages  his 
'  eilate,  in  order  to  fupport  his  luxury  or  extra- 
'  vagance,  does  a  real  injury  to  his  pofterity : 
'  But  he,  who  by  fome  crofs  accident  is  obliged 
^  to  mortgage  his  eftate,  for  the  prefervation  of 
'  himfelf  and  family,  does  no  injuiy  to  his  pof- 
'  terity,  tho'  he  fubjedls  them  to  a  lofs.  In  the 
'  fame  manner,  a  nation  may  often,  for  felf-pre- 
'  fervation,  be  obliged  to  be  at  a  much  greater 
'  publick  expence  than  can  pofTibly  be  raifed 
'  within  the  year,  and  muft  then  neceifarily 
^  mortgage  fome  part  of  its  publick  revenue-, 
'  which  is  fo  far  from  being  an  inniry  to  pofte- 

*  rity^  that  there  is  nothing  more  juft  and  rea- 

U  2  *  fonable ; 
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fonable  ^  becaufe,  as  future  generations  are  to 
reap  a  great  part  of  the  benefit,  they  ought  to 
pay  fome  part  of  the  expences  which  were  ne^ 
ceflary  for  obtaining  or  preferving  that  be- 
nefit. 

*  Not  only  necelTity  therefore.  Sir,  but  even 
common  juflice  may  fome  times  require,  that  a 
publick  debt  fhould  be  contraded,  rather  than 
lay  too  heavy  a  load  tapon  the  people  for  any 
one  year,  or  for  any  number  of  years ;  and, 
whatever  inconveniencies  or  difadvantages  fuch 
a  meafure  may  be  attended  with,  the  neceffity 
of  affairs  will  always  be  a  full  juflification  of 
thofe,  who  purfue  it.  But,  I  cannot  think, 
the  difadvantages  attending  fuch  a  meafure  are 
near  fo  grievous  as  have  been  reprefented ;  for 
as  to  the  intereft  and  charges  of  management, 
the  money  paid  by  the  people  for  thofe  pur- 
poses, is  feldom  any  real  lofs  to  the  nation, 
becaufe  it  is  generally  all  divided  among  our 
own  people  ;  there  is  but  a  very  fmall  Ihare  of 
the  intereft  belongs  to  foreigners ;   and  what 

■  goes  out  that  way,    is  attended  with  this  ad- 

■  vantage,     that   it    procures   the   nation   fome 

*  friends  in  foreign  ftates,  who  have  often  great 
'  weight  in  their  councils,  and,  confequently, 
'  may  prevent  their  joining  in  any  meafures  with 
^  our  enemies.  Then,  as  to  the  effed:  this  mea- 
^  fure  may  have  upon  the  management  of  pub- 
^  lick  money  ^  I  hope  it  will  not  be  faid,  that 
'  minifters  are  to  be  judged  or  punifhed  by  the 
'  people ,  in  a  mobbilli  and  riotous  manner  ♦, 
'  their  condudt  is  always  to  be  enquired  into  and 
'  judged  of  by  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people 

*  in  Parliament  affembled  •,  and,  furely,  no  gen- 
'  tleman  of  this  houfe  will  ever  be  influenced, 

*  upon  any  fuch  occafion,  by  what  the  people 

*  feel,  or  fay  they  feel  •,  nor  can  we  fuppofe, 
'  that  any  gentleman  of  this  houfe  will  ever  ap- 

2  '  prove 
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'  prove  of  any  article  of  expence  propofed,  only 
'  becaufe  his  pofterity,  and  not  he,  are  to  fuffer 
'  for  it. 

*•  I  fhould  be  glad.  Sir,  we  could  raife  the 
'  fupplies  of  this  year  within  the  year :  I  fhould 
'  be  glad  our  publick  neceflities  never  required 

*  any  greater  expence  than  what  the  publick  re- 
'  venue  would  anfwer;  but,  for  the  reafons  I 
'  have  given,  I  cannot  admit  it  as  a  general  and 

*  infallible  maxim,  that  we  ought  never  to  con- 
'  trad  any  publick  debt,  or  make  any  publick 
'  mortgage ;  for  when  it  becomes  neceftary  to 
'  raife  any  large   fum    for   the   fervice   of  any 

*  one   year,    I  fhall  be   for   giving   the  people 

*  fuch  a  fufticient  time  for  paying  it,  as  may  not 

*  fubjedt  them  to  any  great  difficulty.     In  pri- 

*  vate  life,  it  has  always  been  looked  on  as  an 

*  advantage  and  an  eafe  to  a  man,  to  give  him 

*  feveral  terms  for  paying  a  large  fum  of  mo- 

*  ney ;  and  the  cafe  is  the  fame  with  refpedt  to 
'  the  people,  it  will  be  much  more  advantage- 
'  ous  and  eafy  for  them  to  pay  400,000  /.  with 

*  the  growing  interefl  in  feventeen  years,  than 
^  to  pay  400,000  /.  at  one  payment,  in  any 
'  manner  you  can  contrive  for  raifing  it  •,  fo  that 

*  if  the  method  now  under  our  confideration 
'  were  really  a  mortgage  of  fome  part  of  our 

*  former  revenue,  and  confequently  a  diminu- 
'  tion  of  the  publick  eflate,  I  fliould  be  for  a- 
'  greeing  to  it ;  but  it  is  really  neither  the  one 
'  nor  the  other:  It  is  an  improvement  of  the 
■'  publick  revenue  and  eflate ;  and  furely  pofle- 

*  rity  cannot  find  fault  with  us  for  mortgaging  for 

*  a  few  years  only  the  produce  of  that  improve- 
'  ment.     If  a  private  gentleman  fhould  by  any 

*  improvement  add  100/.   a  year  to  his  eflate, 

*  and  mortgage  that  improvement  for  feventeen 

*  years  only,  furely  his  fon  would  have  no  reafon 
^  to  blame  his  condudl,  even  tho'  he  fhould  die 

U  3  '  immct- 
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immediately  after  having  made  that  improve- 
ment and  mortgage,  and  all  future  generations 
would  have  reafon  to  blefs  him. 
*  From  this  fmgle  confideration,  Sir,  all  thofe 
objedlions  that  are  founded  upon  the  inconveni- 
encies  of  mortgaging  the  publick  revenue,  m.ufl 
evanilh ;  and  the  debt  to  be  contrai5led  is  fo 
fmall,  and  the  intereft  it  is  to  be  borrowed  at, 
fo  low,  that  it  can  no  way  affed  the  natural 
intereft  of  money,  either  upon  publick  or  pri- 
vate fecurities.  Now,  Sir,  with  refpecl  to  the 
obje6lion  which  impeaches  the  propofition  un- 
der our  confideration,  with  being  either  a  pro- 
position for  a  new  tax,  or  a  propofition  for 
making  an  incroachment  on  the  finking  fund^ 
I  was,  indeed,  not  a  little  furprized  to  hear  it 
not  only  faid,  but  infifted  on,  that  the  duty 
propofed  to  be  laid  on  any  fort  of  fweets,  v/as 
a  new  tax  \  confidering  how  general  the  words 
are  of  all  the  a6b  of  Parliament  by  which  th& 
prefent  duty  was  eftabliflied  or  continued.  The 
words  of  that  law  in  King  J^Villiam'^s  time,  by 
which  a  duty  was  firft  laid  upon  fweets,  are. 
For  every  gallon  of  mix^d  liquors^  commonly  cnlled 
fweets^  made  from  foreign  or  Englifh  materials : 
And  by  the  ad  of  the  fifth  of  the  late  Queen, 
by  which  the  prefent  duty  was  firft  efta- 
bliihed,  the  words  are.  For  every  barrel  of 
fweets  made  for  fale.  It  is  true,  a  doubt  has 
fince  arifen  from  the  defcription  of  fweets 
contained  in  another  act  of  King  William\ 
reign  *,  but  as  that  of  the  fifth  of  Queen  Anne 
IS  a  fubfequent  law,  and  as  the  words  of  it  are 
general,  the  intention  certainly  was  to  fubjed 
all  liquors,  commonly  called  fweets,  to  the 
prefent  duty,  if  they  were  made  for  fale  ; 
therefore  we  muft  fuppofe,  that  this  doubt's 
not  being  cleared  up  by  a  trial,  as  v/ell  as  by 
the  opinion  of  lawyers,  does  not  proceed  from 

'  any 
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*  any  neglecl  in  the  officers  of  the  revenue,  or 
^  from  their  finding  the  opinion  of  lawyers  a- 
^  gainft  them,  but  from  every  man's  being  per- 

*  fuaded  there  was  no  foundation  for  the  quef- 
'  tion,  therefore   no  man  would  ftand  the  event 

*  of  a  law-fuit  upon  it  •,  and  the  fmall  produce 
'  of  the   duty  muft   be    imputed   to  the  fame 

*  caufe ;    for  as  every  man  knew  he  muft  pay 

*  ^6s.  a  barrel,  if  he  made  any  fweets  for  fale, 
'  and  that,  confidering  the  height  of  that  duty, 
'  he  could  exped  no  advantage  by  the  fale^ 
"^  therefore  very  few  perfons  attempted  to  make 
'  any  fuch  liquors  for  fuch  a  purpofe,  ever  fince 
'  this  duty  was  impofed.     Therefore  the  duty 

*  now  propofed  to  be  laid  on  fweets,  is  fo  far 
'  from  being  a  new  tax,  that  every  man  in  the 
^  kingdom  will  look  upon  it  as  a  releafe  from  an 

*  infuppor table  tax,   and  as  a  reftoring  him  to 

*  the  full  ufe  of  his  garden  and  orchard,  which 

*  he  has  been  deprived  of  ever  fmce  the  prefent 
'  high  duty  on  fweets  took  place. 

'  I  fhall  readily  acknowledge.  Sir,  that  the 
^  prefent  duty  on  fweets  ftands  appropriated  to 
'  the  South-Sea  company,  and  if  the  produce  of 

*  that  duty  had  ever  been,  or  could  ever  be 
'  worth  taking  any  notice  of,  the  applying  it  to 

*  the  current  fervice,  would  be  an  incroachment 

*  on  the  finking  fund,  becaufe  it  would  be  ne- 
'  cefTary  to  make  it  good  to  the  Soutb-Sea  com- 

*  pany  out  of  the  finking  fund  ;  but  the  South- 

*  Sea  company  can  have  no  right  to  any  thing 
'  but  the  produce  of  the  prefent  duty,   and  if 

*  you  were  to  abolifh  the  duty  entirely,  all  that 
'  the   South-Sea    company   could   lay   claim   to, 

*  would  be  a  future  annuity  equal  to  that  pro- 

*  duce,  at  a  medium  ever  fmce  the  duty  was 
'  firft  granted  to  them.  Suppofe  no  other  or 
^  heavier  duty  had  ever  been  laid  on  fweets  than 
^   IS.  ^er  barrel,    which  was   the   iirft  duty  im- 

U  A  '  pofed 
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poifed^n  fuch  liquors ;  fuppofe  that  duty  had  I 
been  granted  to  the  South-Sea  company  for  fe-  \ 
curing  to  them  the  payment  of  their  annuity, 
and  fuppofe  we  were  now  to  lay  an  additional 
tax  of  lis.  per  barrel  on  fuch  liquors  ;  would 
tht  South-Sea  company  have  any  right  to  that  , 
additional  tax  ?  Or  would  the  applying  of  it  | 
to  the  current  fervice  be  any  incroachment 
upon  the  finking  fund  ?  For  the  fame  reafon, 
if  by  any  new  regulation  you  make  a  confide- 
rable  increafe  in  the  produce  of  the  tax,  the 
South-Sea  company  can  pretend  no  right  to  that 
increafe,  nor  can  the  application  of  it  to  the 
current  fervice  be  deemed  an  incroachment 
upon  the  finking  fund.  The  utmoll  that  can 
be  pretended  is,  that  a  future  annuity  ought  'to 
be  paid  out  of  that  increafed  produce  to  the 
South-Sea  company,  or  to  the  finking  fund,  e- 
qual  to  the  former  produce  at  a  medium,  from 
the  time  it  was  firft  appropriated  to  the  payment 
of  our  debts.  Such  a  future  annuity  would,  I 
fay,  be  the  only  thing  that  could  with  any  iha- 
dow  of  reafon  be  contended  for,  and  in  the 
prefefit  cafe  that  annuity  would  be  fo  inconii- 
derable,  that  it  is  not  to  be  regarded. 
'  Thus  it  appears,  Sir,  that  the  method  pro- 
pofed  for  maldng  good  the  deficiency  in  t\\t 
fupplies  for  this  enfuing  year  can  neither  be 
called  a  proportion  for  impofing  a  new  tax, 
nor  can  it  be  called  a  proportion  for  making 
an  incroachment  upon  the  finking  fund,  or 
upon  the  right  of  the  South-Sea  company.  But 
we  have  been  told  that  the  duty  propofed  will 
either  produce  little  or  nothing,  or  it  will  fub-  I 
jed:  a  great  number  of  our  people  to  excife 
laws.  As  to  the  future  produce  of  the  duty, 
it  is  impoffible  to  foretel  with  any  certainty 
what  it  will  amount  to  •,  but  the  loweft  com- 
putation I  ever  heard  of  was  20,000/.  a  year, 

*  and 
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'  and  if  the  future  produce  amount  to  that  fum, 
'  it  will  be  fufficient  for  the  end  propofed,  be- 
'  caufe  it  will  not  only  pay  the  growing  intereft 

*  yearly,  but  will  likewife  pay  off  a  part  of  the 
'  principal  yearly,  fo  that  the  whole  may  be  at 

*  laft  difcharged  by  the  means  of  this  duty  only. 
'  Then  as  to  excife  laws,  I  have,  *tis  true, 
'  heard  a  great  many  exclamations  againft  the 
'  rigour  of  fuch  laws,  and  againft  the  inconveni- 

*  encies  and  the  confequences  of  fubjeding  our 
^  people  to  fuch  laws  ;    but  the  misfortune  is, 

*  that  all  thefe  fuppofitions  are  contradidted  by 

*  experience  ;  for  we  have,  for  near  this  century 

*  paft,  had  fuch  laws  in  this  kingdom,  without 
'  being  fenfible  of  the  leaft  inconvenience  arifing 

*  from  them ;  and  I  believe  thofe  who  are  fub- 
'  jed:  to  them  live  as  happily  and  as  indepen- 

*  dently  as  thofe  who  are  not.     Thefe  laws  are 

*  certain  and  publickly  known,  and  therefore 
'  thofe  who  are  fubjed  to  them  can  be  under  no 
'  dependence  upon  the  officers  but  upon  the  laws 
'  themfelves  :  If  they  conform  to  the  law,  they 
'  have  not  fo  much  as  a  favour  to  afk  of  any 

*  commilTioner  or  officer  of  excife  •,  and  if  any 

*  officer  behave  rudely  in  the  execution  of  them, 
'  or  commits  any  trefpafs,  he  may  be  profecuted 
'for  it,    as  eafily  as  any  other  fubjedl.     This 

*  they  are  fenfible  of,  and  therefore  they  have 
'  hitherto  generally  done  their  duty  with  as 
'  much  civility  and  good  nature  as  was  poffible  •, 
'  fo  that  fair  traders  who  bring  themfelves  under 

*  no  fufpicion  are  feldom  or  never  fubje6ted  to 
'  any  inconvenience,  nor  are  they  ever  vifited  or 
'  difturbed  at  unfeafonable  hours. 

'  But,  Sir,  fuppofing  the  excife  laws  to  be  as 
'  dangerous  and  as  oppreffive  as  they  have  been 

*  reprefented,  our  farmers,  our  wine-merchants, 
'  and  vintners,  will  be  in  the  fame  cafe  they  are 
^  at  prefent  •,  for  if  any  of  them  fhould  begin  to 

'  make 
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make  fweets  for  fale,  they  would  fubjed:  them- 
felves  to  the  excife  laws,  even  as  the  duty 
Hands  regulated  by  the  laws  now  in  being , 
and  tho'  the  confumption  of  fuch  liquors  fliould 
be  very  much  increafed  by  diminifhing  the  du- 
ty, as  it  probably  will,  it  does  not  necelTarily 
follow  that  eveiy  fai-mer  who  has  an  elder 
hedge,  or  a  goofberry  bulk  in  his  garden, 
iliould  become  a  maker  of  fweets,  no  more 
than  it  is  necelTary  for  every  man  who  has  an 
acre  of  barley  to  become  a  brewer  or  a  malt- 
fler :  If  the  confumption  fhould  become  very 
extenfive  and  general,  'tis  certain  that  proper 
perfons  will  fet  up  the  trade  of  making  fuch 
liquors  for  fale,  and  will  purchafe  fruits  for 
that  purpofe  from  the  farmer  at  a  reafonable 
price,  in  the  fame  way  as  brewers,  diftillers, 
and  maltflers  now  purchafe  their  barley.  The 
only  difference  I  can  fee,  is,  that  by  this  new 
regulation,  our  farmers  will  be  put  in  a  way  of 
making  an  advantage  of  their  farms,  which 
they  have  been  debarred  from  ever  fmce  the 
high  duty  upon  fweets  took  place  -,  and  the 
more  advantage  they  are  enabled  to  make  of 
their  farms,  the  better  able  v/ill  they  be  to  pay 
their  rent  to  their  landlords  ;  fo  that  every 
landed  gentleman  has,  in  my  opinion,  great 
reafon  to  approve  of  the  propofition  nov/  be- 
fore us ',  for  if  it  does  not  improve  the  rent 
of  his  eftate,  it  will  at  leail  contribute  towards 
rendering  the  payment  of  that  rent  more  cer- 
tain'and  pundiuah 

'  I  hope.  Sir,  I  have  fully  anfwered  all  the 
objedions  made  againfh  the  propofition  now 
before  us,  and  as  all  the  gentlemen  who  have 
fpoke  upon  the  other  fide  of  the  quellion, 
have  acknowledged,  that  the  fupplies  v/e  have 
agreed  to  ought  to  be  made  good  by  fome 
means  or  other,  I  \yifh  they  had  diredly  and 

'  plainly 
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"-  plainly  propofed  fome  other  method  ;  for  upon 
'  fettino"  the  two  methods  in  oppofite  lights,  it 
'  would  have  been  very  eafy  to  have  determin- 
'  ed,    which   of  them   ought   to   be    preferred. 

*  They  have,  indeed,  given  us  fome  fort  of 
'  hint  of  two  other   methods,    one  of  which,  I 

*  mean  that  of  an  additional  ihilling  in  the 
^  pound  upon  land,  might  have  bore  fome  fort 
^  of  comparifon,  if  the  land-tax  for  this  enfuing 
V  year  had  not  been  already  fettled,  and  the  bill 
^  adually  brought  in  ♦,  fo  that  it  is  now  too  late 
^  to  think  of  any  fuch  method  ;  but  if  it  v/ere 

*  otherwife,  if  the  land-tax  were  flill  to  be  fet- 
'  tied,  I  am  fure  it  would  be  very  eafy  to  fhew, 
^  that  of  all  the  methods  we  can  think  of  for 
'  raifmg  money,  that  of  over-loading  the  landed 

*  intereft  is  the  mofl:  unjuft,  the  moft  grievous, 
'  and  the  mod  dangerous.  Even  2J.  in  the. 
^  pound  upon  land  is  a  great  deal  too  much, 
^  when  the  whole  publick  expence  does  not  a- 

*  mount  to  above  two  millions ;  for  as  every 
^  man  ought  in  juilice  to  be  made  to  contribute 
^  to  the  publick  expence,  according  to  the  fhare 
■  of  riches  he  poffelfes,  and  as  the  lands  in  Great 
'  Britain  are  not  near  equal  in  value  to  the  other 
^  riches  of  the  nation,  it  is  doing  an  injuftice  to 
'  the  landed  intereft,  to  make  them  contribute 

*  one  moiety  of  the  publick  charge,  which  will 
^  be  their  cafe  for  this  next  enfuing  year.  But 
'  as  the  land-tax  is  now  entirely  out  of  the  quef- 
'  tion,  I  lliall  not  take  up  your  time  with  en- 
'  larging  upon  the  fubject. 

'  The  other  method  hinted  at,   is  a  method 

*  extremely  plaufible  in  appearance,  but  I  quef- 
*•  tion  much.  Sir,  if  it  will  ever  be  found  pracfli- 
'  cable  ;  and  I  am  fure,  it  cannot  be  propofed  as 

*  a  method  for  raifmg  any  part  of  xki^  fupplies 
^  we  have  already  agreed  to  for  this  enfuing 
*"  year.     In  effed:,  it  cannot  properly  be  called  a 

'  method 
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method  of  providing  for  fupplies  ;  it  is  rather 
a  method  for  dimlnlfhing  the  ufual  neceffary 
fupplies,  and  cannot  therefore  come  properly 
before  us  in  this  committee.  I  do  not  at  all 
queftion  but  there  are  many  (ine-cure  pofts  in 
this  kingdom,  as  well  as  in  every  other,  and 
many  ufelefs  or  extravagant  falaries.  Some  of 
them  might  perhaps  be  abolifhed  ;  but  I  doubt 
much  if  it  will  ever  be  in  our  power  to  abolifh 
them  all,  and  therefore  I  am  afraid  the  faving  in 
that  way,  upon  the  fevereft  fcrutiny,  would  not 
amount  to  near  the  fum  the  honourable  gentle- 
man fuppofes.  However,  let  it  amount  to 
what  it  will,  it  cannot  be  made  a  proviiion 
for  the  fupplies  of  this  next  enfuing  year  -,  be- 
caufe  if  we  were  immediately  to  appoint  a  com- 
mittee for  enquiring  into  that  affair,  we  cannot 
fuppofe  that  committee  would  be  able  to  go 
through  the  bufmefs  in  this  fefTion,  nay,  I 
doubt  much  if  they  would  be  able  to  make 
even  a  partial  report  -,  and  as  many  of  thofe 
pofts,  I  believe  moft  of  the  ufelefs  ones,  are 
held  for  life,  and  are  a  fort  of  free-hold,  we 
could  not  at  once,  and  without  any  confideration, 
turn  the  prefent  pofTefTors  out  of  their  free-hold  ; 
therefore,  from  fuch  an  enquiry  the  nation  could 
not  expedt  any  great  immediate  advantage  ;  at 
lead:,  not  fuch  a  great  and  immediate  advantage, 
as  would  be  fufficient  for  making  good  the  defi- 
ciency in  the  fupplies  for  this  next  enfuing  yean 
'  I  hope,  Sir,  I  have  faid  enough  for  convin- 
cing every  gentleman,  that  the  method  now 
under  our  confideration,  for  making  good  the 
fupplies  of  this  next  enfuing  year,  will  in  all 
probability  be  fufficient  for  the  end  propofed  ; 
and  that  of  all  the  methods  that  have  been  pro- 
pofed, or  fo  much  as  hinted  at,  it  is  the  leaft 
burden fome,  and  the  leaft  liable  to  occafion  any 
frefti  murmurs  among  the  people  j  therefore  it 


IS 
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•^  is  certainly  the  method  we  ought  to  chufe.     It 

*  is,  indeed,  in  my  opinion,  the  only  method  we 
'  have  to  chufe  •,    for,   I   think,    I   have  fhewn, 

*  that  the  other  two  methods  that  have  been 
'  mentioned,    are  both  impradicable  ;    and   as  I 

*  join  in  that  which  feems  to  be  the  general  opi- 

*  nion,  that  the  fupplies  we  have  already  voted 
'  ought  to  be  made  good,  I  think  I  am  both  in 
^  honour  and  confcience  bound  to  give  my  aflent 

*  to  the  proportion  now  before  us,  becaufe  it  is 

*  the  only  method  we  can  chufe  for  doing  that 

*  which  every  gentleman  acknowledges  ought  to 
'  be  done.' 

This  is  the  fubftance  of  the  feveral  debates 
which  happened  in  this  affair  relating  to  fweets  y 
in  which  thofe  who  were  for  the  duty,  got  the 
better  upon  every  divifion,  except  one,  which 
was  in  relation  to  that  claufe  in  the  bill,  whereby 
it  is  provided,  that  nothing  in  that  a6t  contained 
fhould  extend,  or  be  conftrued  to  extend,  to 
charge  with  any  duty  fuch  wine  as  the  owners  or 
occupiers  of  Britijh  vine-yards  fhould  make  from 
the  juice  of  Britijh  grapes  only  growing  thereon  ; 
for  the  adding  of  any  fuch  claufe,  or  the  exempt- 
ing of  fuch  liquors  from  the  duty  on  fweets,  was 
likewife  oppofed  by  moft  of  thofe  who  were  fa- 
vourers of  the  duty  and  bill ;  however,  upon  a  di- 
vifion  it  was  carried  againft  them,  and  the  claufe, 
as  it  now  ftands,  was  accordingly  inferted  in 
the  bill. 

Having  thus  given  an  account  of  all  the  impor-  ProcTd^rg? 
tant  debates  which  happened  in  the  committees  of  ^'j^^'^t^'/'' 
fupply  and  ways  and  means,  or  that  were  occafioned  piaybcuji-Liu. 
by  the  refolutions  of  either  of  thefe  committees,  we 
fhail  juft  mention  fome  of  the  proceedings  upon 
the  bill,  to  explain  and  amend  fo  much  of  an  aft 
made  in  the    12th  year  of  the   reign  of  Queen 
Anne^  intituled.  An  a^l  for  reducing  the  laws  re- 
lating 
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lating  to  rogues^  vagabonds^  fturdy  beggars  and  'va- 
grants^ into  one  a5l  of  Parliament  •,  and  for  the 
more  efe^lual  punifking  fuch  rogues^  vagabonds^ 
fturdy  beggars  and  vagrants^  andfendi?tg  them  whi^ 
ther  they  ought  to  be  fent^  as  relates  to  common 
players  of  interludes.  This  bill,  which  was  pafled 
into  a  law,  and  remains  ftill  in  force,  was  ordered 
by  the  houfe  of  Commons  to  be  prepared  and 
brought  in  on  Friday  the  20th  of  May  \  and  was 
occafioned  by  a  farce  called  the  Golden-Bjimf^ 
which  had  been  brought  to  the  then  mafter  of  the 
theatre  in  Lincoln''s-Inn-Fields^  who,  upon  peru- 
fal,  found  it  was  defigned  as  a  libel  upon  the  go- 
vernment, and  therefore,  inftead  of  having  it 
acfted,  he  carried  it  to  a  gentleman  concerned  in 
the  adminiftration,  and  he  having  communicated 
it  to  fome  other  members  of  the  houfe  of  Com- 
mons, it  was  refolved  to  move  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  for  preventing  any  fuch  attempt  for  the 
future  *,  and  the  motion  being,  as  we  have  faid, 
complied  with  by  that  houfe  upon  the  20th  of 
May^  the  bill  was  brought  in  on  Tuefday  the  24th, 
and  pafled  through  both  houfes  with  fuch  dif- 
patch,  that  it  was  ready  for  the  royal  afl^ent  by 
Wedjiefday  the  8th  of  June  following  •,  and  ac- 
cordingly received  the  royal  aflent  on  'Tuefday  the 
2 1  ft,  when  his  Majefty  put  an  end  to  this  feflion 
of  Parliament. 

In  both  houfes  there  were  long  debates,  and 
great  oppofitlon  to  this  bill,  in  every  ftep  it 
made  ;  and,  in  the  houfe  of  Lords  the  following 
is  the  fubftance  of  what  was  faid  by  the  Earl  of 
Chefterfield  againft  it,  vi'z. 

*  My  Lords^ 
Eir\  of  Chef.  C  rr^HE  bill  now  before  you  I  apprehend  to 
terfeid\       •      J^      '  be  of  a  very  extrardinary,  a  very  dan- 

*  gerous  nature.     It  feems  defigned  not  only  as 

*  a  reftraint  oa  the  licentioufnefs  of  the  ftage,  but 
.  'it 
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*  it  will  prove  a  mofl  arbitrary  reftraint  on  the 

*  liberty  of  the  ftage  j  and,  I  fear,  it  looks  yet 
'  farther,  I  fear,  it  tends  towards  a  reftraint  on 
'  the  liberty  of  the  prefs,  which  will  be  a  long 

*  ftride  towards  the  deftrudion  of  liberty  itfelr. 

*  It  is  not  only  a  bill,  my  Lords,  of  a  very  ex- 

*  traordinary  nature,  but  it  has  been  brought  in  at 

*  a  very  extraordinary  feafon,   and  pufhed  with 

*  moft  extraordinary  difpatch.   When  I  confidered 

*  how  near  it  was  to  the  end  of  the  fefTion,  and 

*  how  long  this  feflion  had  been  protradted  be* 

*  yond  the  ufual  time  of  the  year  ;  when  I  con- 

*  fidered  that  this  bill  pafled  through  the  other 

*  houfe  with  fo  much  precipitancy,  as  even  to  get 
'  the  ftart  of  a  bill  which  deferved  all  the  refped:, 
'  and  all  the  difpatch,  the  forms  of  either  houfe 
'  of  Parliament  could  admit  of,  it  fet  me  uport 

*  enquiring,  what  could  be  the  reafon  for  Intro- 

*  ducing  this  bill  at  fo  unfeafonable  a  time,  and 
^  prefling  it  forward  in  a  manner  fo  very  fingulaf 
'  and  uncommon.     I  have  made  all  poflible  en- 

*  quiry,  and  as  yet,  I  muft  confefs,  I  am  at  a  loft 

*  to  find  out  the  great  occafion.     I  have,  'tis  true, 

*  learned   from   common   report    without  doors, 

*  that  a  moft  feditious,  a  moft  heinous  farce  had 
'  been  offered  to  one  of  the  theatres,  a  farce  for 

*  which  the  authors  ought  to  be  punifhed  in  the 

*  moft  exemplary  manner  :    But   what   was  the 

*  confequence  ?    The  mafter  of  that  theatre  be- 

*  haved  as  he  was  in  duty  bound,  and  as  common 

*  prudence  directed  :  He  not  only  refufed  to  bring 
'  it  upon  the  ftage,  but  carried  it  to  a  certain 
'  honourable  gentleman  in  the  adminiftration,  as 
'  the  fureft  method  of  having  it  abfolutely  fup- 

*  prefTed.  Could  this  be  the  occafion  of  intro- 
'  ducing  fuch  an  extraordinary  bill,  at  fuch  an  ex- 

•  *  traordinary  feafon,  and  pufhing  it  in  fo  extraor- 
'  dinary  a  manner?  Surely  no: The  dutiful 

*  behaviour  of  the  players,  the  prudent  caution 

<  they 
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<  they  fhewed  upon  that  occafion,  can  never  be  a 

*  reafon  for  fubjedling  them  to  fuch  an  arbitrary 

*  reftraint :  It  is  an  argument  in  their  favour,  and 

*  a  material  one,  in  my  opinion,  againft  the  bill. 

*  Nay  farther,    if  we  confider  all  circumftances, 

*  it  is  to  me  a  full  proof  that  the  laws  now  in  be- 
'  ing  are  fufficient  for  punifhing  thofe  players  who 

*  fhall  venture  to  bring  any  feditious  libel  upon 
'  the  ftage,    and   confequently  fufficient   for  de- 

*  terring  all  players  from  adling  any  thing  that 
'  may  have  the  leaft  tendency  towards  giving  a 

*  reasonable  offence. 

'  I  do  not,  my  Lords,  pretend  to  be  a  lawyer^ 

*  I  do  not  pretend  to  know  perfedlly  the  power 

*  and  extent  of  our  laws,  but  I  have  converfed 
'  with  thofe  that  do,  and  by  them  I  have  been 

*  told,  that  our  laws  are  fufficient  for  punifhing 

*  any  perfon  that  fhall  dare  to  reprefent  upon  the 
'  flage,  what  may  appear,  either  by  the  words  or 

*  the  reprefentation,  to  be  blafphemous,  feditious, 

*  or  immoral.     I  mufl  own,  indeed,  I  have  ob- 

*  ferved  of  late  a  remarkable  licentioufnefs  in  the 

*  flage.     There  have  but  very  lately  been  two 

*  plays  adled,  which,  one  would  have  thought, 

*  fhould  have  given  the  greatefl  offence,  and  yet 

*  both  were  fuffered  to  be  often  reprefented  with- 

*  out  diflurbance,  without  cenfure.     In  one,  the 

*  author  thought  fit  to  reprefent  the  three  great 

*  profeffions,  religion,  phyfick,   and  the  law,   as 

*  inconfiflent  with  common  fenfe :  In  the  other, 
'  a  mofl   tragical   flory  was   brought  upon   the 

*  flage,   a  cataftrophe  too  recent,   too  melancho- 

*  ly,  and  of  too  folemn  a  nature,  to  be  heard  of 

*  any  where  but  from  the  pulpit.     How  thefe 

*  pieces  came  to  pafs  unpunifhed,  I  do  not  know : 

*  If  I  am  rightly  informed,  it  was  not  for  want 

*  of  law,   but  for  want  of  profecutlon,   without 

*  which  no  law  can  be  made  effedual:   But  if 

*  there  was  any  negled  in  this  cafe,  I  am  convin- 

'  ced 
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*  ced  it  was  not  with  a  defign  to  prepare  the 
'  minds  of  the  people,  and  to  make  them  think  a 

*  new  law  neceflary. 

'  Our  ftage  ought  certainly,   my  Lords,  to  be 

*  kept  within  due  bounds,  but  for  this,  our  laws, 

*  as  they  ftand  at  prefent,  are  fufficient:  If  our 
'  ftage-players  at  any  time  exceed  thofe  bounds, 
^  they  ought  to  be  profecuted,  they  may  be  pu- 
'  nifned :  We  have  precedents,  we  have  examples 

*  of  perfons  having  been  punifhed  for  things  lefs 
'  criminal,  than  either  of  the  two  pieces  I  have 

■  mentioned.    A  new  law  mud  therefore  be  unne- 

■  celTary,  and  in  tlie  prefent  cafe  it  cannot  be  unne- 
ceflary  without  being  dangerous :  Every  unnecef- 
fary  reftraint  on  licentioufnefs  is  a  fetter  upoa 
the  legs,  is  a  fhackle  upon  the  hands  of  liberty. 
One  of  the  greateft  blefTmgs  we  enjoy,  one  of 
the  greateft  blefiings  a  people,  my  Lords,  can 
enjoy,  is  liberty  ;  —  but  every  good  In  this  life 
has  its  allay  of  evil :  —  Licentioufnefs  is  the  al- 
lay of  hberty :    It  is  an  ebullition,   an   excref- 
cence,  —  It  is  a  fpeck  upon  the  eye  of  the  poli- 
tical body,  which  I  can  never  touch  but  with  a 
gentle,  —  with  a  trembling  hand,  left  I  deftroy 
the  body,  left  I  injure  the  eye  upon  which  it  is 
apt  to  appear.     If  the  ftage  becomes  at  any  time 
licentious,  if  a  play  appears  to  be  a  libel  upon 
the  government,   or  upon  any  particular  man, 
the  King's  courts*  are  open,  the  law  is  fufficient 
for  puniftiing  the  ofFerder ;  and  in  this  cafe  the 
perfon  injured  has  a  iingular  advantage  5  he  can  be 
under  no  difficulty  to  prove  who  is  the  publifh- 
er ;  the  players  themfelves  are  the  publifhers,  and 
there  can  be  no  want  of  evidence  to  convid  them. 

'  But,  my  Lords,  fuppofe  it  true,  that  the  laws 
now  in  being  are  not  fufficient  for  putting  a 
check  to,  or  preventing  the  licentioufnefs  of 
theftage;  fuppofe  it  abfolutely  neceflary  fome 
new  law  fhould  be  made  for  that  purpofe  5  yet 
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it  muft  be  granted,  that  fuch  a  law  ought  to 
be  maturely  confidered,  and  every  claufe,  eve- 
ry fentence,  nay  every  word  of  it  well  weighed 
and  examined,  left  under  fome  of  thofe  methods 
prefumed  or  pretended  to  be  neceflary  for  re- 
Itraining  licentioufnefs,  a  power  fhould  lie  con- 
cealed, which  might  be  afterwards  made  ufe  of 
for  giving  a  dangerous  wound  to  liberty.  Such 
a  law  ought  not  to  be  introduced  at  the  clofe  of 
a  feflion,  nor  ought  we,  in  the  palling  of  fuch 
a  law,  to  depart  from  any  of  the  forms  pre- 
fcribed  by  our  anceftors  for  preventing  deceit 
and  furprize.  There  is  fuch  a  connexion  be- 
tween licentioufnefs  and  liberty,  that  it  is  not 
eafy  to  correct  the  one,  without  dangeroufly 
wounding  the  other:  It  is  extreamly  hard  to 
diftinguifh  the  true  limit  between  them  :  Like  a 
changeable  filk,  we  can  eafily  fee  there  are  two 
different  colours,  but  we  cannot  eafily  difcover 
where  the  one  ends,  or  where  the  other  begins. 
— There  can  be  no  great  and  immediate  danger 
from  the  licentioufnefs  of  the  flage :  I  hope  it 
will  not  be  pretended,  that  our  government 
may,  before  next  winter,  be  overturned  by  iUch 
licentioufnefs,  even  though  our  ftage  were  at 
prefent  under  no  fort  of  legal  controul.  Why 
then  may  we  not  delay  till  next  feflion  pafling 
any  law  againft  the  licentioufnefs  of  the  flage  ? 
Neither  our  government  can  be  altered,  nor 
our  conflitution  overturned,  by  fuch  a  delay ; 
but  by  pafling  a  law  rafhly  and  unadvifedly, 
our  conftitution  may  at  once  be  deflroyed,  and 
our  government  rendered  arbitrary.  Can  we 
then  put  a  fmall,  a  fhort-lived  inconvenience  in 
the  balance  with  perpetual  flavery  ?  Can  it  be 
fuppofed,  that  a  Parliament  of  Great  Britain- 
will  fo  much  as  rifk  the  latter,  for  the  fake  of 
avoiding  the  former? 

3  «  Surely, 
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'  Surely,  my  Lords,  this  Is  not  to  be  expedled, 

*  were  the  licentloiifnefs  of  the  ftage  much  greater 
'  than  it  Is,  were  the  Infufficiency  of  our  laws 
'  more  obvious  thail  can  be  pretended  ;  but  when 
'  we  complain  of  the  llcentioufncfs  of  the  ftage^ 

*  and  of  the  infufficiency  of  our  laws,  I  fear  we 
^  have  more  reafon  to  complain  of  bad  meafures 

*  in  our  polity,  and  a  general  decay  of  virtue  and 
'  morality  among  the  people.  In  publick  as  well 
^  as  private  life,  the  only  way  to  prevent  being 

*  ridiculed  or  cenfured,  is  to  avoid  all  ridiculous 

*  or  wicked  meafures,  and  to  purfue  fuch  only  as 
'  are    virtuous   and  worthy.     The  people  never 

*  endeavour  to  ridicule  thofe  they  love  and  efteemj 
'  nor   will  they   fufter  them  to  be  ridiculed :  If 

*  any  one  attempts  it,  the  ridicule  returns  upori 
'  the  author ;  he  makes  Himfelf  only  the  objedt 

*  of  publick  hatred  and  contempt.     The  adlions 

*  or  behaviour  of  a  private  man  may  pafs  unob- 

*  ferved,  and  confequently  unapplauded,  uncen- 
'  fured  ;  but  the  adlions  of  thofe  in  high  ftatlonSj 

*  can  neither  pafs  without  notice,  nor  without 
^  cenfure  or  applaufe  ;  and  therefore  an  ad  mini- 

*  ftration    without  efteem,    v/ithout  authority  a-^ 

*  mong  the  people,  let  their  power  be  never  fo 
'  great,    let  their  power  be  never  fo  arbitrary^ 

*  they  will  be  ridiculed  :  The  fevereft  edldls,  the 

*  moft  terrible  punifhments,  cannot  entirely  pre- 

*  vent  it.     If  any  man  therefore  thinks  lie  haa 

*  been  cenfured,  if  any  man  thinks  he  has  been 

*  ridiculed,  upon  any  of  our  publick  theatres,  let 

*  him  examine  his  adions  he  will  find  the  caufe, 

*  let  him  alter  his  condud  he  will  find  a  remedy* 

*  As  no  man  is  perfedl,  as  no  man  is  infallible, 

*  the  greateft  may  err,  the  moft  circumfpedl  may 

*  be  guilty  of  fome  piece  of  ridiculous  behaviour, 

*  It  is  not  licentioufnefs,  it  is  ah  ufeful  liberty  al- 

*  ways  indulged  the  ftage  in  a  free  country,  that 

*  fome  great  men  may  there  meet  with  a  juft  re« 

X  2  *  proofs^ 
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proof,  which  none  of  their  friends  will  be  free 
enough,  or  rather  faithful  enough,  to  give  them. 
Of  this  we  have  a  famous  infcance  in  the  Roman 
hirhory.  The  great  Pompey\  after  the  many  vic- 
tories he  had  obtained,  and  the  great  conquefts 
he  had  made,  had  certainly  a  good  title,  to  the 
efteeri  of  the  people  of  Rome  ;  yet  that  gre^^it 
man,  by  fome  error  in  his  condudt,  became  an 
objedl  of  general  diflike  •,  and,  therefore,  in  the 
reprefentation  of  an  old  play,  when  Biphilus^ 
the  adcr,  came  to  repeat  thefe  words,  Noftra 
miferia  fu  es  Magnus^  the  audience  immediately 
applied  them  to  Pompey^  who  at  that  time  was 
as  well  known  by  the  name,  Magnus^  as  by  the 
name,  Pofnpey^  and  were  fo  highly  pleafed  with 
the  fatire,  that,  as  Cicero  fays,  they  made  the 
aftor  repeat  the  words  a  hundred  times  over. 
An  account  of  this  was  immediately  fent  to 
Pompey,  who,  inftead  of  refenting  it  as  an  in- 
jury, war,  fo  wife  as  to  take  it  for  a  juft  reproof: 
He  examined  his  conduct,  he  altered  his  mea- 
fureS;  he  regained  by  degrees  the  edeem  of  the 
people,  and  then  he  neither  feared  the  wit, 
nor  felt  the  fatire  of  the  ftage.  This  is  an  ex- 
ample which  ought  to  be  followed  by  great  m.en 
in  all  countries.  Such  accidents  will  often  hap- 
pen in  every  free  country,  and  many  fuch  would 
probably  have  afterwards  happened  at  Rome^  if 
they  had  continued  to  enjoy  their  liberty ;  but  this 
fort  of  liberty  in  the  ftage  came  foon  after,  I  fup- 
pofe,  to  be  called  licentioufnefs ;  for  we  are  told 
that  AuguJluSs,  after  having  eftablifhed  his  empire, 
reftored  order  in  Rome  by  reftraining  licentioufnefs. 
God  forbid  1  we  fhould  in  this  country  have  order 
reftored,  or  licentioufnefs  reftrained,  at  fo  dear  a 
rate  as  the  people  of  Rome  paid  for  it  to  Auguftus. 
*  In  the  cafe  I  have  mentioned,  my  Lords,  it 
w^s  not  the  poet  that  wrote,  for  it  was  an  old 
play  i  nor  the  players  that  afted,  fgr  they  on- 

!  ^y 
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ly  repeated  the  words  of  the  play,  it  was  the 
people  who  pointed  the  fatire  ;  and  the  cafe 
wilJ  always  be  the  fame  :  When  a  man  has  the 
misfortune  to  incur  the  hatred  or  contempt  of 
the  people,  when  publick  meafures  are  defpifed, 
the  audience  will  apply  what  never  was,  what 
could  not  be  defigned  as  a  fatire  on  the  prefent 
times.  Nay,  even  though  the  people  fliould 
not  apply,  thofe  who  are  confcious  of  guilt, 
thofe  who  are  confcious  of  the  wickednefs  or 
weaknefs  of  their  own  condud,  will  take  to 
themfelves  what  the  author  never  defigned.  A 
publick  thief  is  as  apt  to  take  the  fatire,  as  he 
is  apt  to  take  the  money,  which  was  never  de- 
figned for  him.  We  have  an  inftance  of  this  in 
the  cafe  of  a  famous  comedian  of  the  laft  age ; 
a  comedian  who  was  not  only  a  good  poet,  but 
an  honeft  man,  and  a  quiet  and  good  fubjed : 
The  famous  Moliere^  when  he  wrote  his  'Tar- 
tuffe^  which  is  certainly  an  excellent  and  a  good 
moral  comedy,  did  not  defign  to  fatirize  any 
great  man  of  that  age ;  yet  a  great  man  in 
France  at  that  time,  took  it  to  himfelf,  and  fan- 
cied the  author  had  taken  him  as  a  model  for 
one  of  the  principal,  and  one  of  the  worft  cha- 
raders  in  that  comedy  :  By  good  luck  he  was 
not  the  licenfer,  otherwife  the  kingdom  of 
France  had  never  had  the  pleafure,  the  happinefs 
I  may  fay,  of  feeing  that  play  adled  \  but  when 
the  players  firft  propofed  to  a<5l  it  at  Paris^  he 
had  intereft  enough  to  get  it  forbid.  Moliere, 
who  knew  himJelf  innocent  of  what  was  laid  to 
his  charge,  complained,  to  his  patron  the  Prince 
of  Conti^  that  as  his  play  was  defigned  only  to 
expofe  hypocrify,  and  a  falfe  pretence  to  religi- 
on, 'twas  very  hard  it  fhould  be  forbid  being 
aded,  when  at  the  fame  time  they  were  fufFered 
to  expofe  religion  itfelf  every  night  publickly  up- 
*  puthe//^//^«ll:age:  To  which  the  Prince  wittily 
X  3  '  an- 
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^  anfwered,  ^Tis  triie^  Moliere,  Harlequin  ridicules 

*  heaven^  and  expofes  religion ;   but  you  have  done 

*  much  worfcy  — you  have  ridiculed  the  firft  minifter 
^  of  religion, 

*  I  am  as  much  for  reflra.ining  the  licentioufnefs 
'  of  the  (lage,  and  every  other  fort  of  licentiouf- 
^  nefs,  as  any  of  your  Lordfhips  can  be ;  but, 
^  my  Lords,  I  am,  I  fhall  always  be,  extreamly 
^  cautious  and  fearful  of  making  the  leaft  in- 
^  croachment  upon  liberty  ;  and  therefore,  when 
f  a  new  law  is  propofed  againft  licentioufnefs,  I 

*  fhall  always  be  for  confidering  it  deliberately  and 
*^  maturely,  before  I  venture  to  give  my  confent 
^  to  its  being  palled.  This  is  a  fufficient  reafori 
^  for  my  being  againft  paffing  this  bill  at  fo  un- 
^  feafonable  a  time,  and  in  fo  extraordinary  a 
^  manner  ^  but  I  have  many  reafons  for  being  a- 
^  gainft  paffing  the  bill  itfelf,  fome  of  which  I 

*  fhall  beg  leave  to  explain  to  your  Lordfhips,  The 
^  bill,  my  Lords,  at  firft  view,  may  feem  to  be  de- 
\  figned  only  againft  the  ftage ;  but  to  me  it 
^  plainly  appears  to  point  fomewhere  elfe.     It  is 

*  an  arrow  that  does  but  glance  upon  the  ftage, 

*  the  mortal  wound  feems  defigned  againft  the  li= 
^  berty  of  the  prefs.  By  this  bill  you  prevent  a 
^  play's  being  aded,  but  you  do  not  prevent  its 
^  being  printed  \  therefore,  if  a  licence  fhould  bs 
'^  refufed  for  its  being  aded^  we  may  depend  on 
'^  it,  the  play  v/ill  be  printed.  It  will  be  printed 
^  and  publifhed,  my  Lords,  with  the  refufal  in  ca- 
^  pital  letters  on  the  title-page.  People  are  always 
^  fond  of  \vhat*s  forbidden.  Lihrt  prohibiti  are 
^  in  all  countries  diligently  and  generally  fought 

*  after.  It  will  be  much  eafier  to  procure  a  re» 
^  fufal,  than  it  ever  was  to  procure  a  good  houfe, 
^  or  a  good  fale ;  therefore  we  may  exped,  that 
'^  plays  will  be  wrote  on  purpofe  to  have  a  refufal : 
^  This  will  certainly  procure  a  good  fale :  Thus 
"^  will  fatires  be  fpread  and  difperfed  through  the 

^  whole 
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*  whole  nation,  and  thus  every  man  in  the  king- 
'  dom  may,    and    probably  will,    read    for   fix- 

*  pence,  what  a  few  only  could  have  feen  adled, 

*  and  that  not  under  the  expence  of  half  a  crown. 
'  We  /hall  then  be  told.  What !  will  you  allow 

*  an  Infamous  libel  to  be  printed  and  difperfed, 

*  which  you  would  not  allow  to  be  aded  ?  You 

*  have  agreed  to  a  law  for  preventing  its  being 
'  adled,  can  you  refufe  your  alTent  to  a  law  for 
^  preventing  its  being  printed  and  publKhed  ?  I 
^  fhould  really,  my  Lords,  be  glad  to  hear  what 
'  excufe,  what  reafon  one  could  give  for  being 
^  agalnft  the  latter,  after  having  agreed  to  the 
'  former  ;  for,  I  proteft,  I  cannot  fuggeft  to  my- 
^  felf  the  leaft  Ihadow  of  an  excufe.  If  we  agree 
^  to  the  bill  now  before  us,  we  muft,  perhaps 
^  next  fefHon,  agree  to  a  bill  for  preventing  any 
'  play's  being  printed  without  a  licence.      Then 

*  fatlres  will  be  wrote  by  way  of  novels,  fecret 
'  hlftorles,  dialogues,  or  under  fome  fuch  title  ; 
'  and  thereupon  we  fhall  be  told.  What !  will  you 

*  allow  an  infamous  libel  to  be  printed  and  dlf- 

*  perfed,  only  becaufe  it  does  not  bear  the  title  of 

*  a  play  .?  Thus,  my  Lords,  from  the  precedent 
'  now  before   us,    we  fhall  be  induced,   nay  we 

*  can  find  no  reafon  for  refufing,  to  lay  the  prefs 
'  under  a  general  licence,  and  then  we  may  bid 

adieu  to  the  liberties  of  Greaf  Britain. 
*  But  fuppofe,  my  Lords,  it  were  neceflary  to 

■  make  a  new  law  for  reftraining  the  llcentioufnefs 

■  of  the  flage,  which  I  am  very  far  from  grant- 
'  ing,  yet  T  fhall  never  be  for  eftablifhing  fuch  a 
'  power  as  is  propofed  by  this  bill.     If  poets  and 

players  are  to  be  retrained,  let  them  be  re- 
'  flrained  as  other  fubjeds  are  3  by  the  known 
'  laws  of  their  country  :  If  they  offend,  let  them 
'  be  tried,  as  every  Englijhman  ought  to  be,  by 
\  God  and  their  country.     Do  not  let  us  fubjecfb 

them  to  the  arbitrary  will  and  pleafure  of  any 
X  4  ^  on^ 
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'  one  man.  A  power  lodged  in  the  hands  of 
^  one  fingle  man,  to  judge  and  determine,  with- 

*  out  any  limitation,  without  any  controul  or  ap- 

*  peal,  is  a  fort  of  power  unknown  to  our  laws, 
'  inconfiftent  with  our  conftitution.     It  is  a  high- 

*  er,  a  more  abfolute  power  than  we  truft  even  to 
'  the  King  himfelf ;  and,  therefore,  I  muft  thinks 

*  we  ought  not  to  veft  any  fuch  power  in  his  Ma- 
'  jefty's  Lord  Chamberlain.     When  I  fay  this,   I 

*  am  fure,  I  do  not  mean  to  give  the  leaft,  the 

*  mofl:  diftant  offence  to  the  noble  Duke  who 

*  now  fills  the  poft  of  Lord  Chamberlain  :  His 

*  natural  candour  and  love  of  juftice,  would  not, 
«  I  know,  permit  him  to  exercife  any  power  but 

*  with  the  ftrideft  regard  to  the  rules  of  juftice 
^  and  humanity.  Were  we  fure  his  fucceflbrs  in 
'  that  high  office  would  always  be  perfons  of  fuch 
'  diftinguifhed  merit,  even  the  power  to  be  efta- 
'  blifhed  by  this  bill  could  give  me  no  further 

*  alarm,  than  left  it  fhould  be  made  a  precedent 

*  for  introducing  other  new  powers  of  the  fame 
^  nature.     This,  indeed,  is  an  alarm  v/hich  can- 

*  not  be  avoided,  which  cannot  be  prevented  by 

*  any  hope,  by  any  confideration :  It  is  an  alarm 

*  which,  I  think,  every  man  muft  take,  who  has 

*  a  due  regard  to  the  conftitution  and  liberties  of 

*  his  country. 

'  I  fhall  admit,  my  Lords,  that  the  flage  ought 
"-  not,  upon  any  occafion,    to  meddle  with  poli- 

*  ticks,  and  for  this  very  reafon,  among  the  reft,  I 

*  am  againft  the  bill  now  before  us.  This  bill  will 

*  be  fb  far  from  preventing  the  ftage's  meddling 

*  with  politicks,  that,  I  fear,  it  will  be  the  occa- 

*  (ion  of  its  meddling  with  nothing  elfe  ;    but 

*  then  it  will  be  a  political  ftage  ex  parte.     It  will 

*  be  made  fubfervient  to  the  politicks  and  the 

*  fchemes  of  the  court  only.     The  licentloufnefs 

*  of  the  ftage  will  be  encouraged  inftead  of  being 
I  reftralned  j  but,  like  court  journalifts,  it  will  be 

3  !  Keen- 
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'  licentious  only  againft  the  patrons  of  liberty, 
'  and  the  protedors  of  the  people.     Whatever 
'  man,  whatever  party  oppofes  the  court  in  any 

*  of  their  mofl  deftrudlive  fchemes,    will,  upon 

*  the   ftage,    be  reprefented  in  the  moft  ridicu- 
'  lous  light  the  hirelings  of  a  court  can  contrive. 

*  True  patriotifm,  and  love  of  publick  good,  will 

*  be  reprefented  as  madnefs,  or  as  a  cloke  for  en- 

*  vy,  difappointment,  and  malice,  whilft  the  moft 

*  flagitious  crimes,  the  moft  extravagant  vices  and 

*  follies,  if  they  are  faftiionable  at  court,  will  be 

*  difguifed  and  drefled  up  in  the  habit  of  the  moft 
'  amiable  virtues.      This  has  formerly  been  the 

*  cafe  : In  King  Charles  lid's  days,  the  play- 

'  houfe   was  under  a  licence.     What   was    the 

*  confequence? The  play-houfe  retailed  no- 

*  thing  but  the  politicks,  the  vices,  and  the  follies 

*  of  the  court :  Not  to  expofe  them  ;   no  —  but 

*  to  recommend  them ;  though  it  muft  be  granted 

*  their  politicks  were  often  as  bad  as  their  vices, 

*  and  much  more  pernicious  than  their  other  fol- 
'  lies.     ^Tis  true,    the  court  had,    at  that  time, 

*  a  great  deal  of  wit,  it  was  then,  indeed,  full  of 
'  men  of  true  wit  and  great  humour ;  but  it  was 

*  the  more  dangerous ;  for  the  courtiers  did  then, 

*  as  thorough-paced  courtiers  always  will  do,  they 
'  facrificed  their  honour,  by  making  their  wit  and 

*  their  humour  fubfervient  to  the  court  only  •,  and 
'  what  made  it  ftill  more  dangerous,  no  man  could 
'  appear  upon  the  ftage  againft  them.     We  know 

*  t\m.Bryden^  the  poet-laureat  of  that  reign,  always 
'  reprefents  the  cavaliers  as  honeft,  brave,  merry 
^  fellows,  and  fine  gentlemen :  Indeed  his  fin^ 
'  gentleman,  as  he  generally  draws  him,  is  an 
'  atheiftical,  lewd,  abandoned  fellow,  which  was 

*  at  that  time,  it  feems,  the  faftiionable  charac- 
'  ter  at  court.     On  the  other  hand,  he  always  re- 

*  prefents  the  Diflenters  as  hypocritical,  diflem- 
\  bling  rogues,  or  ftupid,  fenf&Iefs  boobies. 

'  *      ■  '  When 
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^  When  the  court  had  a  mind  to  fall  out  with  the 

*  Butch^  he  wrote  his  Amhoyna^  in  which  he  re- 

*  prefents  the  'Duteh  as  a  pack  of  avaricious,  cru- 

*  el,  ungrateful  rafcals  : — And  when  the  exclufioii 

*  bill  was  moved  in  Parliament,  he  wrote  his 
^  Duke  of  Guife^  in  which  thofe  who  were  for 
^  preferving   and    fecuring   the   religion  of  their 

*  country,  were  expofed  under  the  character  of 

*  the  Duke  of  Guife  and  his  party,  who  leagued 

*  together    for   excluding  Henry  IV.   of  France 

*  from  the  throne,  on  account  of  his  religion.  — 
^  The  city  of  London  too  was  made  to  feel  the  par- 

*  tial  and  mercenary  licentioufnefs  of  the  ftage  at 

*  that  time  ,  for  the  citizens  having  at  that  time, 

*  as  well  as  now,  a  great  deal  of  property,  they 
^  had  a  mind  to  preferve  that  property,  and  there- 
'  fore  they  oppofed  fome  of  the  arbitrary  mea- 

*  fures  which  were  then  begun,  but  purfued  more 
'  openly  in  the  following  reign  ;  for  which  rea- 
'  fon  they  were  then  always  reprefented  upon  the 
'  ftage,  as  a  parcel  of  designing  knaves,  difTem- 

*  bling  hypocrites,  griping  ufurers,  and— cuckolds 

*  into  the  bargain. 

f    '  My  Lords,  the  proper  bufinefs  of  the  ftage, 
"^  and  that  for  which  only  it  is  ufeful,  is  to  ex- 

*  pofe  thofe  vices  and  follies,  which  the  laws  can- 
'  not  lay  hold  of,  and  to  recommend  thofe  beau- 
'  ties  and  virtues,  which  minifters  and  courtiers 
<  feldom  either  im.itate  or  reward  ;  but  by  lay- 
'  ing  it  under  a  licence,  and  under  an  arbitrary 
'  court  licence  too,  you  will,  in  my  opinion,  en- 

J-  tirely  pervert  its  ufe  ^    for  though  I  have  the 

*  greateft  efteem  for  that  noble  Duke  in  whofe 
'  hands  this  power  is  at  prefent  defigned  to  fall, 

*  though  1  have  an  entire  confidence  in  his  judg- 
•^  ment  and  impartiality  •,  yet  I  may  fuppofe  that  a 
'  leaning  towards  the  falhions  of  a  court  is  fome- 

*  times  hard  to  be  avoided. — It  may  be  very 
^.  diEcult   to   'make  one  who   is   every  day   at 

*  court 
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*  court  believe  that  to  be  a  vice  or  folly,  which 
«  he  fees  daily  pradifed  by  thofe  he  loves  and 
'^  efteems. — By  cuftom  even  deformity  itfelf  be- 

*  comes  familiar,  and  at  lail  agreeable. — To  fuch 
«  a  perfon,  let  his  natural  impartiality  be  never  fo 
'  great,  that  may  appear  to  be  a  libel  againft  tlie 
^  court,   which  is  only  a  moft  juft  and  a  moil:  ne- 

*  cefTary  fttire  upon  the  faihionable  vices  and  fol- 

*  lies  of  the  court. — Courtiers,  my  Lords,  are  too 
'  polite  to  reprove  one  another;  the  only  place 
'  where  they  can  meet  with  any  juft  reproof,  is  a 

*  free,  though  not  a  licentious  ftage  ;  and  as  every 
'  fort  of  vice  and  folly,  generally  in  all  countries^ 
f  begins  at  court,  and  from  thence  fpreads  through 
'  the  country,  by  laying  the  ftage  under  an  arbi- 
'  trary  court  licence,  inftead  of  leaving  it  what  it 
'  is,  and  always  ought  to  be,  a  gentle  fcourge  for 

*  the  vices  of  great  men  and  courtiers,  you  will 
^  make  it  a  canal  for  propagating  and  conveying 

*  their  vices  and  follies  through  the  whole  king- 
^  dom. 

*  From  hence,  my  Lords,  I  think,  it  muft  ap- 
^  pear,  that  the  bill  now  before  us  cannot  fo  pro- 
'  perly  be  called  a  bill  for  reftraining  licentiouf- 

*  nefs,  as  it  may  be  called  a  bill  for  reftraining 

*  the  liberty  of  the  ftage,  and  for  reftraining  it 
^  too  in  that  branch  which  in  all  countries  has 

*  been  the  moft  ufeful ,  therefore  I  muft  look  up- 
^  on  the  bill  as  a  moft  dangerous  incroachment 

*  upon  liberty  in  general.  Nay  farther,  my  Lords, 
^  it  is  not  only  an  incroachment  upon  liberty,  but 
^  it  is  likewife  an  incroachment  on  property.  Wit, 
^  my  Lords,  is  a  fort  of  property  :   It  is  the  pro- 

*  perty  of  thofe  that  have  it,  and  too  often  the 

*  only  property  they  have  to  depend  on.  It  is, 
^  indeed,   but  a  precarious  dependence.     Thank 

*  God !  We my  Lords,  have  a  dependence 

^  of  another  kind ;  we  have  a  much  lefs  precari- 
^  ous  fupportj  and  therefore  cannot  feel  the  in- 

^  conveniencies 
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CQnvenlencies  of  the  bill  nov/  before  us  ;  but  it 
is  our  duty  to  encourage  and  protedl  wit,  who- 
foever's  property  it  may  be.  Thofe  gentlemen 
who  have  any  fuch  property,  are  all,  I  hope, 
our  friends  :  Do  not  let  us  fubjec5t  them  to  any 
unneceflary  or  arbitrary  reftraint.  I  mud  own, 
I  cannot  eafily  agree  to  the  laying  of  any  tax 
upon  wit ;  but  by  this  bill  it  is  to  be  heavily 
taxed, — it  is  to  be  excifed  ;  for  if  this  bill  pafles, 
it  cannot  be  retailed  in  a  proper  way  without 
a  permit ;  and  the  Lord  Chamberlain  is  to  have 
the  honour  of  being  chief  gauger,  fupervifor, 
commiffioner,  judge  and  jury :  But  what  is 
ftill  more  hard,  though  the  poor  author,  the 
proprietor  I  fhould  fay,  cannot  perhaps  dine 
till  he  has  found  out  and  agreed  with  a  pur- 
chafer  ;  yet  before  he  can  propofe  to  feek  for  a 
purchafer,  he  muffc  patiently  fubmit  to  have  his 
goods  rummaged  at  this  tiQW  excife-ofEce,  where 
they  may  be  detained  for  fourteen  days,  and 
even  then  he  may  find  them  returned  as  prohi- 
bited goods,  by  which  his  chief  and  beil  mar- 
ket will  be  for  ever  fhut  againft  him  ^  and  that 
without  any  caufe,  without  the  leafl  fhadow  of 
reafon,  either  from  the  laws  of  his  country,  or 
the  laws  of  the  ftage. 

'  Thefe  hardfhips,  this  hazard,  v/hich  every 
gentleman  will  be  expofed  to  who  writes  any 
thing  for  the  ftage,  muft  certainly  prevent  every 
man  of  a  generous  and  free  fpirit  from  attempt- 
ing any  thing  in  that  way  ;  and  as  the  ftage  has 
always  been  the  proper  channel  for  wit  and  hu- 
mour, therefore,  my  Lords,  when  I  fpeak  a- 
gainft  this  bill,  I  muft  think  I  plead  the  caufe  of 
wit,  I  plead  the  caufe  of  humour,  I  plead  the 
caufe  of  the  Britijh  ftage,  and  of  every  gen- 
tleman of  tafte  in  the  kingdom  :  But  it  is  not^ 
my  Lords,  for  the  fake  of  wit  only  ;  even  for 
the  fake  of  his  Majefty's  Lord  Chamberlain,  I 

^  muft 
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^  mult  be  againfl  this  bill.  The  noble  Duke 
'  who  has  new  the  honour  to  execute  that  oftice, 

*  has,  I  am  fure,  as  little  an  inclination  to  difo- 
'  blige  as  any  man ;  but  if  this  bill  pafles,  he 

*  muil  difoblige,  he  may  difoblige  fome  of  his 

*  moil  intimate  friends.     It  is  impoiTible  to  v/rite 

*  a  play,  but  fome  of  the  characters,  or  fome  of 
'  the  fatire,  may  be  interpreted  fo  as  to  point  at 

*  fome  perfon  or  another,  perhaps  at  fome  per- 
'  fon  in  an  eminent  Ration :  When  it  comes  to 
'  be  aCled,  the  people  will  make  the  application, 
'  and  the  perfon  againft  whom  the  application  is 
'  made,  will  think  himfeif  injured,  and  will,  at 
'  leaft  privately,  refent  it:  At  prefent  this  re- 
'  fentment  can  be  directed  only  againfl:  the  au- 

*  thor ',  but  when  an  author's  play  appears  with 
'  my  Lord  Chamberlain's  palTport,    every  fuch 

*  relentment  will  be  turned  from  the  author,  and 
'  pointed  diredlly  againft  the  Lord  Chamberlain, 
'  who  by  his  ftamp  made  the  piece  current. 
'  What  an  unthankful  office  are  we  therefore  by 

*  this  bill  to  put  upon  his  Majefty's  Lord  Cham- 

*  berlain !  an  office  which  can  no  way  contribute 
'  to  his  honour  or  profit,  and  yet  fuch  a  one  as 
'  muft  neceffarily  gain  him  a  great  deal  of  ill 
'  will,  and  create  him  a  number  of  enemies. 

'  The  laft  reafon  I  fhall  trouble  your  Lordfhips 

*  with  for  my  being  againft  the  bill,  is  that,  in 
'  my  opinion,  it  will  no  way  anfwer  the  end 
'  propofed :  I  mean  the  end  openly  propofed,  and, 
'  I  am  fure,  the  only  end  which  your  Lordfhips 

*  propofe.     To  prevent  the  ading  of  a  play, 

*  which  has  any  tendency  to  blafphemy,  immo- 

*  raiity,  fedition,  or  private  fcandal,  can  fignify 

*  nothing,   unlefs  you  can  likewife  r^revent  its 

*  being  printed  and  publifhed.    On  the  contrary, 

*  if  you  prevent  its  being  aded,  and  admit  of 
'  its  being  printed  and  publifhed,  you  will  pro- 
f  pagate  the  mifchief :    Your  prohibition  will 

*  prove 
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^  prove  a  bellows,  v/hich  will  blow  up  che  fire 

*  you  intend  to  extinguifh.  This  bill  can,  there- 
'  fore,  be  of  no  ufe  for  preventing  either  the 
'  publick  or  the  private  injury  intended  by  fuch 
'  a  play ;  and  confequently,  can  be  of  no  manner 

*  of  ufe,  unlefs  it  be  defigned  as  a  precedent,  as 
'  a  leading  ftep  towards  another  for  fubjecling 
'  the  prefs  like  wife  to  a  licenfer.  For  fuch  a 
'  wicked  purpofe  it  may,   indeed,  be  of  great 

*  ufe ;  and  in  that  light,  it  may  moft  properly 
^  be  called  a  flep  towards  arbitrary  power. 

'  Let  us  confider^  my  Lords,    that  arbitrary 
'  power  has  feldom  or  never  been  introduced 

*  into  any  country  at  once.  It  mAifl  be  intro- 
^  duced  by  flow  degrees,  and  as  it  were  ftep  by 

*  flep,  left  the  people  fhould  perceive  its  ap- 
'  proach.  The  barriers  and  fences  of  the  peo- 
'  pie's  liberty  muft  be  pluck'd  up  one  by  one, 
'  and  fome  plaufible  pretences  muft  be  found  for 

*  removing  or  hood-winking,  one  after  another, 

*  thofe  fentries  who  are  pofted  by  the  conftitu- 

*  tion  of  every  free  country,    for  warning  the 

*  people  of  their  danger.  When  thefe  prepara- 
*•  tory  fteps  are  once  made,  the  people  may  then, 
'  indeed,  with  regret  fee  flavery  and  arbitrary 

*  power  making  long  ftrides  over  their  land,  but 

*  it  will  then  be  too  late  to  think  of  preventing 

*  or  avoiding  the  impending  ruin.  The  ftage, 
'  my  Lords,  and  the  prefs,  are  two  of  our  out- 
'  fentries ;  if  we  remove  them,  if  we  hood-wink 

*  them,  —  if  we  throw  them  in  fetters,  —  the 

*  enemy  may  furprize  us.  Therefore  I  muft 
'  look  upon  the  bill  now  before  us  as  a  ftep,^ 

*  and  a  moft  neceffary  ftep  too,  for  introducing 

*  arbitrary  power  into  this  kingdom :  It  is  a  ftep 

*  fo  neceffary,  that  if  ever  any  future  ambitious 

*  king,  or  guilty  minifter,  fhould  form  to  him- 

*  felf  fo  wicked  a  defign,  he  will  have  reafon  to 

*  thank  us,    for  having  done  fo  much  of  the 

*  work 
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'  work  to  his  hand  •,  but  fuch  thanks,  or  thanks 
'  from  fuch  a  man,  I  am  convinced,  every  one 
'  of  your  Lordlliips  would  blufh  to  receive,  — 
^  and  fcom  to  deferve/ 

The  bufinefs  of  this  feflion  being  over,  his 
Maiefly  came  to  the  hxoufe  of  Peers  on  Tuefday 
the  2 ill  of  Jmte^  and  after  giving  the  royal  af- 
fent  to  the  publick  and  private  bills  then  ready, 
he  made  the  following  fpeech  to  both  houfes  of 
Parliament,  viz, 

*  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

'  T  Am   come   to  put  an  end  to  this  fefiion   of  HhMajefty's 

'  X  Parliament,  that  you  may  be  at  liberty  to  enTof 'tU^ 

'  retire  into  your  feveral  countries,  and,  in  your  ^^^^^^ 

*  proper  flations,  to  promote  the  peace  and  wel- 
'  fare  of  the  kingdom. 

'  I  return  you   my  thanks  for  the  particular 

*  proofs  you  have  given  me  of  your  affedlion 

*  and  regard  to  my  perfon  and  honour;  and 
'  hope,  the  wifdom  and  juftice,  which  you  have 
'  fhewn  upon  fome  extraordinary  incidents,  will 

*  prevent  all  thoughts  of  the  like  attempts  for 

*  the  future.     The   condud  of  this  Parliament 

*  has  been  fo  uniform  in  all  your  deliberations 
'  upon  publick  affairs,  that  it  would  be  as  un- 
'  jufl  not  to  acknowledge  it,  as  it  is  unnecefTary 

*  to  enumerate  the  feveral  particulars. 

^  Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons^ 

*  Your  care,   as  well  in  raifing  the  fupplies 
'  neceffary  for  the  fervice  of  the  current  year, 

*  as  in  doing  it  in  the  manner  leaft  grievous  and 

*  burdenfome  to  my  people,  is  a  frefh  inftance 

*  of  your  equal  concern  for  the  fupport  of  my 
'  government,  and  for  the  true  intereil  of  your 
'  country, 

*  My 
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*  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 
'  You  cannot  be  infenfible,  what  jiift  fcandal 

*  and  offence  the   licentioufnefs  of  the  prefent 

*  times,  under  the  colour  and  difgulfe  of  liberty, 

*  gives  to  all  honefl  and  fober  men,  and  how 
'  abfolutely  neceffary  it  is  to  reftrain  this  excef- 

*  five  abufe,  by  a  due  and  vigorous  execution  of 
'  the  laws ;  defiance  of  all  authority,  contempt 

*  of  magiilracy,  and  even  refifbance  of  the  laws, 

*  are  become  too  general,  altho'  equally  prejudi- 

*  cial  to  the  prerogative  of  the  crown,  and  the 
'  liberties  of  the  people,  the  fupport  of  the  one 

*  being  infeparable  from  the  prote6bion  of  the 

*  other.  I  have  made  the  laws  of  the  land  the 
'  conftant  rule  of  my  adlions ;  and  I  do,  with 

*  reafon,  exped  in  return  all  that  fubmiffion  to 

*  my  authority  and  government,  which  the  fame 
'  laws  have  made  the  duty,  and  fhall  always  be 
'  ^he  intereft  of  my  fubjedls.* 

After  which  the  Lord  Chancellor,  by  his  Ma- 
jefty's  command,  prorogued  the  Parliament  to 
Thursday  the  4th  day  of  Augufi  then  next. 


^i 
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Tbe  fourth  SeJJton  of  the  fourth  Septennial 
Parliament. 

THE  Parliament  having  from  time  to 
time  been  prorogued  from  Thurfday  the 
4th  of  Auguft  to  Tuefday  the  24th  of  J  a- 
nuary^  and  it  having  been  fignified  by  his  Ma- 
jefty's  proclamation,  as  ufual,  that  it  was  then  to 
meet  for  the  difpatch  of  divers  weighty  and  im- 
portant affairs,  the  two  houfes  accordingly  af- 
fembled  upon  that  day,  and  his  Majelly  went  to 
the  houfe  of  Peers,  and  opened  the  feifion  with 
the  following  moft  gracious  fpeech  from  the 
throne,  viz. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^  , 

*  T  Have  called  you  together  for  the  necefifary  J^^^if ""^'^ 

*  X  difpatch  of  the  publick  bufmefs,  which,   I 

*  hope,  will  be  carried  on  with  that  prudence, 

*  and  expedition,  which  becomes  the  wifdom  of 

*  Parliament. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  CommonT^ 

*  I  have  ordered  the  eftimates  for  the  fervice 

*  of  the  current  year  to  be  laid  before  you  %, 
^  and  the  readinefs,  which  I  have  always  found 
'  in  you  to  make  the  neceflary  provifions  for  the 
'  honour,  peace,  and  fecurity  of  my  crown,  and 

*  kingdoms,  leaves  me  no  room  to  doubt  of  the 

*  fame  zeal,  affedtion,  and  due  regard  for  the 

*  fupport  of  my  government,  and  the  publick 

*  fafety. 

My  Lords  nnd  Gentlemen^ 

*  I  hope,  you  are  met  together,  in  a  difpofi- 
«  tion    to   lay   afide   all   heats  and   animofities, 

*  which  may  unneceffarily  protrad  this  felTione 

■^  VoLiXv,  y  *  I 
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*  I  am  determined,  that  the  affairs  of  the  pub- 

*  lick  lliall  fuffer  no  delay,  or  interruption,  from 
'  me,  upon  any  account  whatfoever.' 


fwer. 


This  fpeech  being  immediately  taken  into 
confideration  in  the  houfe  of  Lords,  their  Lord- 
ihips  voted,  and  next  day  prefented  to  his  Ma- 
jefty  the  following  addrefs,  in  return  to  his  molt 
gracious  fpeech  from  the  throne,  viz, 

Moft  gracious  Sovereign^ 
wS?/!'  \I/E  y?ur  Majefty's  moft  dutiful  and  loyal 
jefty's  an-    *     V  V     fubjcds,  the  Lords  fpiritual  and  tem- 

*  poral  in  Parliament  alTembled,    beg  leave  to 

*  return  your  Majefty  our  unfeigned  thanks  for 

*  your  moft  gracious  fpeech  from  the  throne. 
*  It  is  with  the  greateft  humility  we  take  this 

*  firft   opportunity   of  approaching  your    royal 

*  perfon,  to  lament  the  irreparable  lofs,  fuftained 

*  by  your  Majefty  and  thefe  kingdoms,  in  the 

*  death  of  that  excellent  princefs,  our  late  moft 

*  gracious  Queen  ;  and  with  hearts  overwhelmed 

*  with  grief,  to  condole  with  your  Majefty,  on 

*  this  melancholy  and  folemn  occafion. 
'  To  indulge  ourfelves  in  refledling  upon  the 

^  many  great  and  amiable  qualities,   which  di- 
^  ftinguiilied  her  ftiining  character,  and  confpired 

*  to  form  the  greateft  Queen,  the  moft  endear- 

*  ing  Confort,   and  the   beft   Parent,  that  ever 
^  made  a  prince,   a  people,    and  a  royal  family 

*  happy,    would   only  ferve   to  aggravate  your 

*  Majefty's  juft  grief,   and  make  thofe  wounds 
'  bleed  afrcfli,  which  it  is  our  intereft,  and  ftiall 

*  be  our  endeavour,    to   heal.     For  if  the  re- 

*  membrance  of  the  bleflings  we  enjoyed,  from 
^  the  happy  effeds  of  her  never  forgotten  vir- 

*  tues,   adds  fo  much  to  the  general  afflidion, 
''  how  deep  a  fenfe  muft  it  ftrike  into  the  breaft 

'  of 
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*  of  your  Majefty,  the  immediate  and  daily  wit- 
'  nefs  of  her  ineftimable  accompiiiliments ! 

*  At  the  fame  time  that  we  prefume  to  lay 
'  thefe  imperfed  expreffions  of  our  real  forrow 

*  at  your  royal  feet,  we  cannot  but  blefs  God  for 
«  the  prefervation  of  your  Majefty's  moil  preci- 

*  ous  life,  on  which  the  welfare  and  happinefs 
^  of  thefe  kingdoms  do  in  fo  great  a  meafare 
'  depend  ;  humbly  befeeching  your  Majefty,  un- 
'  der  this  fevere  misfortune,  fo  to  moderate  your 
'  grief,  as  not  to  endanger  a  health  of  fuch  inH- 
'  nite  importance  to  all  your  people,  and  to  ex* 
'  ert  that  princely  fortitude  of  mind,  which  a- 

*  lone  can  revive  our  difconfolate  fpirits;  and, 
'  by  lelTening  your  Majefty's  grief,  alleviate  that 
'  of  your  faithful  fubje6ls. 

'  Your  Majefty's  gracious  declaration,  that 
'  the  affairs  of  the  publick  fhall  fuffer  no  de- 
'  lay  or  interruption  from  you,  on  any  account 
'  whatfoever,  is  a  frefh  inftance  of  your  Ma- 
^  jefty's  making  the  welfare  of  your  people  your 
'"  firft  care  in  all  circumftances,  and  under  all 
^  trials  ;  and  muft  be  the  ftrongeft  inducement 
^  to  us,  if  any  were  wanting,  to  lay  afide  all 
'  heats  and  animofities.  As  your  Majefty  has 
^  always  founded  the  glory  of  yoiir  reign,  in 
^  preferving  the  religious  and  civil  rights  of 
^  your  people,  and  fteadily  purfuing  their  prof* 
'  perity  and  happinefs ;  fo  we,  in  return,  place 
'  our  great  fecurity  under  God,  for  thofe  inva- 
^  luable  bleflings,  in  the  fafety  of  your  Majefty's 

*  moft  facred  perfon  and  government,  which  we 
'  will  always  fupport  to  the  utmoft  of  our  pow- 

*  er,  excited  by  all  the  ties  of  duty  afid  grati- 
^  tude,  to  perfevere  with  unalterable  zeal  and  af- 
'  fedtion  in  our  loyalty  to  your  Majefty,  and  an 
'  unfnaken  regard  to  the  honour  and  dignity  of 
^  your  crown.* 

y  2  His 
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His  Majefty's  moft  gracious  anfwer. 

My  Lords, 

IT^hank  you  for  this  dutiful  addrefs^  and  for  ycur 
zeal  for  my  Perfon  and  government.  T^he  af- 
fc^ionate  manner  in  which  you  exprefs  the  jufi  fenfe 
you  have  of  my  great  lofs^  gives  me  the  mofi  accepta- 
ble proof  of  your  real  concern  for  me  and  my  fa- 
mily. 

Debate  in         This  fpecch  was  likewife  immediately  taken  in- 

Comm'ins^  to  confidcration  in  the  houfe  of  Commons,  and  as 

on  the  ad-  foon  as  it  was  read,  Hertyy  Pox^  Efq-,  ftood  up, 

^odil"^'  and  fpoke  in  fubftance  thus  : 

*  Mr.  Speaker, 
Mr.  Kaf't         «  Sir,  It  has  been  always  the  cuftom  of  this  houfe, 
mTt'ion!'''^     *  ^t  the  beginning  of  every  feflion  of  Parliament, 

*  to  return  our  Sovereign  thanks  for  his  fpeech 

*  from  the  throne  \   but.  Sir,  the  fevere  ftroke, 

*  which  not  only  his  Majefty  and  the  royal  fami- 

*  ly,  but  all  the  kingdom,  have  received  (ince  our 

*  laft  meeting  in  the  death  of  the  Queen,  requires, 

*  that  on  this  occafion  our  thanks  to  his  Majefty 

*  for  his  mod  gracious  affarances  fhould  be  attend- 

*  ed  with  our  condolence  for  his  unexpreffible  lofs. 

*  A  lofs.  Sir,  which  I  flatter  myfelf,    I  read  in 

*  the  eye  of  every  gentleman  who  hears  me,  and 

*  which  muft  be  regretted    by  every    fubjed   in 

*  the  kingdom,    who  retains    in  his  breaft    one 

*  fpark  of  loyalty  or  gratitude. 

'  Gentlemen  cannot   mifs   to  obferve,    that   if 

*  his  Majefty  has  exprefs'd  himfelf  on  this  occa- 

*  fion  with  more  brevity  than  ufual,  it  is  owing 

*  to  the  remembrance  of  a  Princefs  who  endear- 

*  ed  herfelf  in  every  relation  of  life,  either  as  a 

*  Confort,  a  Mother,  or  a  Queen.     And  though 

*  her  death,    Sir,   is  an  afHiCting  difpenfation  to 

*  all 
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all  the  kingdom,  yet  we  cannot  fuppofe  that 
any  of  us  can  feel  it  fo  deeply  as  the  Royal 
Breaft,  which,  while  fhe  was  alive,  fhe  fo  much 
eafed  of  the  toils  of  government  by  her  coun- 
fels,  which  never  had  any  other  tendency  than 
to  promote  his  honour  by  promoting  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  his  people.  Of  this.  Sir,  we  had 
many  late  inftances,  efpecially  when  the  fove- 
reir^ii  power,  in  abfence  of  her  Royal  Confort, 
WHS  delegated  into  her  hands.  On  that  occa- 
fion,  S!  %  we  may  all  remember  with  what  mo- 
deration iKe  governed,  with  what  chearfulnefs 
fhe  rewarded,  and  with  what  reludlance  fhe  pu- 
nifhed  ;  though  the  prudence  of  her  meafures 
rendered  the  exercife  of  this  lafl  and  moll  un* 
grateful  branch  of  the  royal  prerogative,  but 
feldom  neceflary.  Therefore,  Sir,  however 
fome  amongft  us  may  differ  in  particular  views 
and  interefts,  I  hope  we  fhall  all  unite  in  paying 
a  debt  of  gratitude  to  the  memory  of  the  befl  of 
PrincefTes,  as  well  as  of  duty  to  the  Perfon  of 
the  beft  of  Kings.  I  move,  therefore.  That  this 
houfe  fhould  refolve,  that  an  humble  addrefs  be 
prefented  to  his  Majefty,  to  return  his  Majefly 
the  thanks  of  this  houfe  for  his  mofl  gracious 
fpeech  from  the  throne,  to  condole  with  his  Ma- 
jefty  on  his,  and  the  nation's  irreparable  lofs  by 
the  death  of  her  moft  excellent  Majefty  the 
Queen,  and  to  afTure  his  Majefly,  that  this 
houfe  does  always  take  part  in  every  thing  that 
nearly  concerns  and  afFec5ls  him,  and  will  en- 
deavour to  foften  every  care  that  may  approach 
him  -,  to  afTure  his  Majefty,  that  we  will  care- 
fully avoid  all  heats  and  animofities  j  that  we 
will  readily  and  efFedually  raife  the  fupplies  ne- 
cefTary  for  the  fervice  of  the  current  year ;  and, 
as  we  are  truly  fenfible  of  the  regard  his  Ma- 
jefty has  always  fhewn  to  the  liberties  and  privi- 
leges of  his  fubjefts,  that  we  will,  as  becomes 
Y  3  'the 
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*  the  reprefentatlves  of  a  grateful  people,  lofe  no 

*  occafion  of  teftifying  our  affedlion  and  zeal  for 

*  the  fupport  of  his  government,   and  the  pre- 

*  fervation  of  our  excellent  conftitutlon  ;  and  far- 
'  therj-  to  befeech  his  Majefty  to  be  careful  of  his 
'  facred  and  ineftimable  life,  on  which  the  hap- 
'  pinefs  of  his  family  and  his  people  fo  immedi- 

*  ately  depends.' 

This  motion  being  feconded  by  John  Selwyn^ 
jun.  Efq;  William  ShippeUy  Efq;  flood  up,  and 
(poke  as  follows,  viz, 

*  Mr.  Speaker, 

Mr.  $hip^        «  Sir,  It  would  be  very  unbecoming  any  gentle- 

ptn  s  fpeech.  ^  ^^^  -^^  ^i^-^  houfc,  to  oppofe  the  motion  made 

^  by   the  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft. 

'  For  my  own  part,  Sir,  I  have  fo  deep  a  fenfe  of 

«  the  lofs  we   all   fuftain   by  the  death  of  that 

*  incomparable  Princefs,  that  I  think  no  expref- 
«  fions  of  gratitude  or  forrow  can  do  more  than 
"^  juftice  to  her  charafter.     Thus  much.    Sir,    I 

*  fpeak  as  a  fubjed  of  his  Majefty  :  I  fhall  now 

*  beg  leave  to  trouble  you  with  a  few  words,  as 
^  one  who  has  the  honour  to  fit  in  this  houfe. 

*  Speeches  from  the  throne.  Sir,  have  often, 

^  in  my  time,  been  looked  upon  as  exprefTing  thq 

«  fenfe  of  the  miniftry,  rather  than  that  of  the 

'  prince.     For    which    reafon    there    have    beeri 

-  many  inflances  wherein  this  houfe  has  taken  the 

^  liberty  to    debate   on    every    fentence   of  fuch 

*  fpeeches.  I  do  not  indeed  affirm  that  the  fpeech 
'  now  to  be  confider'd  is  drawn  up  to  ferve  any 

*  private  miniflerial  ends  ;  but  think  that,  in  our 

*  addrefs  of  thanks,  we  ought  to  go  no  greater 

*  lengths  than  the  general  expreffions  in  the  fpeech 

*  require.     I  am,  Sir,  confirmed  in  this  opinioa 

*  from  former  inflances,  wherein  I  have  known 

*  that  too  warm  an  addrefs  from  this  houfe  has 

*  been  JookM  upon  by  th^  miniilry  as  an  approba- 

*  tion^ 
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*  tion,  not  only  of  their  pad,  but  their  prefent 

*  and  future  meafures.  I  have  known.  Sir,  a  mi- 
'  nifter,  when  any  part  of  conduct  was  obje(5led 

*  to,  tell  gentlemen:  "  Did  you  not  give  the 
*'  crown  all  the  afTurances  poflible,  that  you  were 
*'  perfedly  fatisfied  with  the  meafures  taken  by 
*'  the  government  ?  Did  not  you  return  an  ad- 
*'  drefs  of  thanks,  and  exprefs  your  refolution  to 
"  concur  with  his  Majefty  in  every  ftep  he  Ihould 
*'  take  for  the  welfare  and  fecurlty  of  the  govern- 
*'  ment  ?"  I  fay,  Sir,  fuch  fpeeches  as  thefe  have 
'  formerly  been  made  by  minifters,  and  gentle- 
^  men  have  found  themfelves  very  much  embar= 

*  raffed  by  fine  words  and  fair  promifes  inferted  In 
'  their  addrefs.  Therefore,  Sir,  I  think  it  is  not 
'  improper,  as  his  Majefly  has  not  been  pleafed  to 

*  inform  us  of  the  fituation  of  affairs,  to  fufpend 
'  our  approbation  of  any  meafures  that  may  have 

*  been  taken  fince  our  laft  aflembly.    When  they 

*  come  to  be  laid  before  us  in  a  regular  manner, 

*  let  us  then  approve  them,  if  they  are  right 
^  meafures ;    but  let  us  not  by  an  over- for  ward 

*  zeal  preclude  ourfelves  from  the  hberty  of  ob- 
'  jeding  to  them,  if  they  are  wrong  ones.     Some 

*  of  them.  Sir,  may  very  foon  come  under  our 

*  confideration  ;  for  I  believe  no  gentleman  here 

*  is  ignorant,    that  our  merchants    have  of  late 

*  made  very  ftrong  applications  to  the  govern- 

*  ment,   for  a  redrefs  of  the  injuries  they  have 

*  fuffered  by  the  Spanijh  depredations.  This  af- 
'  fair  may  very  probably  come  before  us,  in  this 
'  fellion  ;  and  then.  Sir,  I  hope  we  fhall  have  di 

*  fair  opportunity  of  doing  juftice  to  the  zeal  of 
'  the  adminiftration  for  the  honour  and  intereft  of 

*  the   kingdom.     Befides,    Sir,    this   laft   fpeech 

*  from  the  throne  being,  as  the  honourable  gen- 

*  tieman  obferved,  fhorter  than  ufual,  we  can 
'  learn  nothing  from  it  concerning  the  ftate  of  our 

*  affairs,  with  refpedl  to  the  other  powers  of  Eu- 

Y  4  '  ro-pes 
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^  rope ;  we  know  nothing  of  the  many  negotia- 

*  tions  fet  on  foot,  fince  our  laft  feflion,  for  fe- 
•^  curing  the  balance  of  power,  and  for  preventing 

*  our  afpiring  neighbours  of  France  from  becom- 
^  ing  too  formidable,  and  from  rifing  by  the  de- 

*  prelTion  of  the  Emperor  of  Germany.     When 

*  thefe  and  the  like  points  come  under  our  confi- 

*  deration,    if  it  fhall  appear  that  our  minifters 

*  have  ai?:ed  a  part  becoming  the  dignity,  and 
^  confiilent  with  the    welfare   of  this  kingdom, 

*  I  fhall  very  readily  confent  to  our  making  them 
^  as  ample  acknowledgments  as  their  condudt  de- 

*  ferves  ;  but  till  this  appears,  it  is  my  humble 

*  opinion,  that  we  ought  not  to  be  lavifli  in  our 

*  compliments,  but  leave  ourfelves  at  liberty  to 

*  objed  or  approve,   according  as  truth,  juftice, 
f  and  the  publick  good  fhall  dired.* 

Watkyns^  now  Sir  Watkyns  William  Wynn  fpoke 
next  as  follows  : 

Speech  of  *  Sir,  I  cannot  but  own  myfelf  to  be  entirely 

Watkym,  6  ^f  ^^  opinion  of  my  honourable  friend  who 
^Watkym  «  fpokc  laft.  As  fpeeches  from  the  throne  have 
rf«r  *  ^^^^  t2k.^n  for  the  fenfe  of  the  miniftry,  too  la- 
'      '         *  vifh  addrefTes  from  this  houfe  have  been  regard- 

*  ed  rather  as  incenfe  to  the  minifter,  than  a  juft 

*  acknowledgment  to  the  Sovereign.     But,  Sir,  I 

*  hope  we  fhall  always  look  upon  ourfelves  as  the 

*  truftees  of  the  people,  and  endeavour  to  fpeak 

*  their  fenfe  in  our  addrefles,  as  well  as  ad  for 

*  their  interefts  in  our  proceedings.  Though  the 
^  expreflion.  Sir,  propofed  to  be  inferted  in  this 
^  addrefs,  that  we  will  carefully  avoid  all  heats  and 
'  animDjiiies^  is,  to  be  fure,  a  very  proper  part  of 
^  a  refolution  of  this  nature,  and  what  I  am  per- 
^  fuaded  every  gentleman  will  willingly  agree  to  j 

*  yet  there  have  been  inftances,  Sir,  when  from 

*  as  well  guarded  expreflions  minifters  have  taken 
%  occafion  to  attempt  the  fubverfion  of  that  liberty 

*  of 
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^  of  debate  and  freedom  of  fpeech,  which  ought 

'  to  diftinguifh  the  reprefentatives  of  a  free  peo- 

*  pie.    Amongft  fuch  a  people,  Sir,  an  oppofition 

*  always  muft,  and  perhaps  it  is  their  happinefs 
'  that  it  does,  exift.     And,  Sir,  though  it  is  to 

*  be  wifh'd  that  heats  and  animofities  were  banifh- 
'  ed  from  all  oppofition,  yet  I  am  afraid  while 

*  men  have  different  paffions,   different  interefts, 

*  and  different  views,  this  can  fcarcely  be  effefled. 

*  The  granting  neceflary  fupplies  for  the  cur- 
^  rent  year.  Sir,   is  what  feems  very  reafonable 

*  and  indifpenfable  in  a  houfe  of  Commons.    But, 
^  Sir,    I   believe    there    are    inftances   when,    in 

*  former  reigns,    the  Commons  have  refufed  to 
^  grant  i^.  for  the  fervice  of  the  current  year,  till 

*  they  were  fure  the  money  granted  for  the  fer- 
'  vices  of  the  preceding  had  been  properly  ap- 

*  plied.     No  houfe  of  Commons  had  ever  greater 

*  reafon  than  we  have  to  be  frugal  of  the  publick 

*  money,  and  to  enquire  in  what  manner  it  has 

*  been  applied.     We  have  already  granted  to  his 

*  Majefty  fums  fuffilcient  to  have  enabled  the  mi- 

*  niftry  to  put  the  kingdom  into  fuch  a  fituation, 

*  that   it  might  have  nothing  to  fear  from  any 
^  enemies  either  at  home  or  abroad  ;  and  confe- 

*  quently  to  have  diminifhed  the  taxes,  and  eafed 

*  the  people  of  fome  part  of  the  unfupportable 

*  load  of  debt  they  now  Ik  under.     If,  upon  en- 

*  quiry,  it  fhall  appear  that  they  have  adted  in 

*  this  manner  ;  if  it  fhalJ  appear  that  the  people 

*  have  fo  much  as  a  profpedt  of  relief  from  their 

*  prefent  preffures,    I  fhall    think   the   fums   we 

*  have  already  granted,  not  only  well  beftowed, 

*  but  fhall  concur  with  any  motion  that  may  be 

*  made  for  our  granting  the  like  in  time  to  come. 

*  But,  Sir,  notwithflanding  the  fums  we  have  al- 

*  ready  granted,   if  the  publick  debt,  inf^ead  of 

*  being  diminifhed,  is  daily  increafmg ;  if  it  fhall 
?  appear  that  any  part  of  it  has  been  applied  in 

'  pro« 
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*  promoting  the  arts  of  corruption,  and  betraying 

*  the  interefts  of  the  nation,  I  think  it  is  our  duty 

*  to  put  a  ftop  to  any  fuch  grants  for  the  future. 
'  In  the  mean  time.  Sir,  I  am  as  forward  as  any 

*  gentleman  here,  that  we  fhould  "  condole  with 
*'  his  Majefty  on  the  irreparable  lofs  of  the  late 
''  Queen,  and  that  we  exprefs  our  refolution  of 
'*  lofing  no  occafion  of  teftifying  our  zeal  for  the 
"  fupport  of  his  Majefty 's  government,  and  the 
*^  prefer vation  of  our  excellent  conftitution  ;"  nay, 
'  of  our  going  the  greateft  lengths  for  fecuring 

*  the  crown  in  his  Majefty's  perfon  and  family. 

*  But,  Sir,  give  me  leave  to  fay,  that  the  readieft 
'  way  to  make  thefe  engagements  good,  is  by  re- 

*  ferving  to  ourfelves  a  right  of  enquiring  into 
'  any  mifapplication  that  may  have  been  made  of 
'  the  publick  money  and  credit,  and  by  de- 
'  termining  to  let  the  world  fee  that  we  are  re- 
^  folved  to  do  as  much  as  lies  in  our  power  for 
^  making  his  Majefty  the  Sovereign  of  a  great,  a 
^  happy,  and  an  uncorrupted  people.' 

The  Reply  was  to  the  following  effed,  by  Sir 

JVilliani  Tonge. 

'  Sir,  I  really  thought  that  the  terms  in  which 

*  the  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  firft,  pro- 
^  pofed  we  lliould  addrefs  his  Majefty,  were  fo 
^  decent,  and  exprelTive  of  the  veneration  for 
'  the  memory  of  the  late  Queen,  as  well  as  of 

*  our  affedion  for  his  Majefty's  perfon  and  his 

*  illuftrious  family,  that  they  were  unexception- 
''  able.     Therefore  I  am  furprized,  that  gentle- 

*  men  ftiould  take  occafion  from  them,  to  throw 

*  out  any  infinuations  againft  the  prefent  admi- 

*  niftration  *,  bccaufe,  perhaps,  there  have  been 
'  corrupt  adminiftrations  in  former  times.  When 
'  gentlemen  feem  to  doubt,  if  we  ftiould  aflure 
'  his  Majefty,  that  we  will  readily  and  efi'edually 
■*  raife  the  fuopjies  neceftary  for  his  Majefty's  fer- 

^  vice. 
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vice,  becaufe  the  publick  money  has  been  for- 
merly mifapplied,  they  may  doubt,  whether 
we  fhould  condole  with  his  Majefby  on  the 
death  of  his  Royal  Confort,  becaufe  there 
have  been  Queens  whofe  lofs  the  kingdom  had 
no  reafon  to  regret.  If  there  has  been  any 
mifapplication  of  the  publick  money,  Sir,  it 
will  be  time  enough  for  gentlemen  to  produce 
their  objedlions,  when  the  bills  for  providing 
for  the  fupplies  of  the  current  year  come  un- 
der our  confideration.  But,  Sir,  I  can  by  no 
means  think,  that  this  is  a  time  for  ftarting 
thefe  objedlions,  on  the  very  firft  day  of  a  fef- 
fion,  and  immediately  after  his  Majefly  has  re- 
commended unanimity  in  our  proceedings  from 
the  throne.  If  it  fhall  appear,  Sir,  that  any 
demands  that  fhall  be  then  made,  are  unnecef- 
fary,  gentlemen  are  not  precluded,  by  the 
terms  of  the  addrefs  now  propofed,  from  ftart- 
ing their  difficulties  •,  becaufe,  by  it  we  only 
propofe  to  grant  fuch  fupplies  as  lliall  be  ne- 
cefTary.  I  fhall  make  no  doubt,  but  the  two 
honourable  gentlemen  who  fpoke  laft,  have 
lived  under  a  very  corrupt  and  very  dangerous 
adminiftration  in  this  kingdom  ;  an  adminiftra* 
tion  that,  by  a  fcandalous  abufe  of  their  Sove- 
reign's power,  muft  have  funk  us  in  the  efteem 
of  all  nations  abroad,  and  entail'd  fuperftition 
and  flavery  on  us  at  home,  had  not  providence, 
and  the  counfels  of  a  fubfequent  adminiftration 
interpofed.  But,  Sir,  till  the  honourable  gen- 
tlemen ftiall  prove,  that  we  are  now  in  the  fame 
defpicable  circumftances,  I  think  there  can  be  no 
objedion  to  our  refolving  upon  an  addrefs  in  the 
terms  propofed  by  the  honourable  gentleman 
who  made  the  motion.' 

No  reply  being  made  to  this,  the  houfe  came 
to  a  refolution  upon  the  motion,  and  a  committee 
was  ordered  to  draw  up  an  addrefs  to  be  prefented 

to 
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to  his  Majefty  on  the  fame  refolution  ;  and  they 
immediately  withdrew  into  the  Speaker's  chamber, 
and  drew  up  an  addrefs  accordingly. 

Next  day  Mr.  Fox  reported  from  the  faid  com- 
mittee, that  they  had  drawn  up  an  addrefs,  which 
being  read  was  agreed  to,  and  next  day  prefented 
to  his  Majefty  by  the  whole  houfe  \  and  was  as 
follows,  'viz. 

Mo  ft  gracious  Sovereign^ 

Commons    ^  '\\J  ^  your  Majcfty's  moft  dutiful  and  loyal 

htMljefty'^s '     VV     fubjedls  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain, 

acfwcr,        «  in  Parliament  affembled,  beg  leave  to  return  our 

'  moft  humble  and  grateful  thanks  for  your  Ma- 

^  jefty's  moft  gracious  fpeech  from  the  throne. 

'  To  fpeak  our  utmoft  fenfe  of  the  great  lofs 
'  your  Majefty  and  thefe  kingdoms  have  lately 

*  fuftained,   would  be  to  revive  and  aggravate, 

*  what  we  wifti  to  alleviate  and  difpel ;  but  we 
"•  hope  your  Majefty  will  pardon  the  intrufion  of 
'  our  fincere  condolence,  when  you  reflec5l  on  the 
'  double  duty,  by  which  we  are  bound,  as  afFec- 

*  tionate  fubjeds  to  your  Majefty,  and  as  reprc- 

*  fentatives  of  the  people  of  Great  Britain^  not 

*  to  pafs  over  in  filence  this  objed  of  your  diftrefs 

*  and  their  univerfal  mourning. 

'  When  we  refled  on  the  amiable  private  cha- 

*  rafter  of  that  great  Princefs,  on  her  perfonal 
'  and  domeftick  merit,  as  an  indulgent  and  in- 
••  ftrudive  parent,  a  mild  and  gracious  miftrefs  \ 
'  or,  with  regard  to  your  Majefty,  as  uniting  ia 

*  one  all  the  different  charaders  of  the  moft  pleaf- 

*  ing  as  well  as  conftant  companion ;  the  moft  a- 
'  ble  as  well   as   the  moft   faithful  friend  ;    the 

*  moft  tender  as  well  as  the  moft  obfervant  wife  ; 
'  when  we  reftedl  on  thefe  circumftances,  we 
'  mourn  her  lofs,  as  the  greateft,  with  which  your 
'  Majefty  and  your  Royal  Houfe  could  have  been 

*  afflidled  :  But  when  we  turn  our  thoughts  to  her 

I  *•  great 
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great  and  publlck  virtues,  her  love  of  juftlce, 
her  attachment  to  the  laws  and  principles  of 
this  wife  and  happy  conftitution,  her  extenfive 
charities,  her  boundlefs  benevolence,  her  fuc- 
cour  to  diftrefs,  her  favour  to  merit,  her  le- 
nity to  all ;  when  we  confider  thefe  parts  of  her 
high  charadler,  it  Is  no  longer  for  particular 
and  perfonal  caufes  that  we  grieve  j  it  is  a  na- 
tional lofs  we  lament. 

*  If  a  due  fubmiflion  to  fuperior  authority,  and 
a  due  exercife  of  power,  when  committed  to 
her  hands,  are  the  ftrongeft  marks  of  excel- 
lence in  both  parts  of  government ;  and  if  thefe 
juftly  claim  praife  and  admiration,  how  can  we 
fufficiently  praife  or  admire  her  condudl,  either 
in  the  prefence  or  abfence  of  your  Majefty  ? 
In  the  firft,  we  faw  the  mod  conftant  compli- 
ance with  your  will ;  in  the  laft,  the  true  repre- 
fentation  of  him,  with  whofe  delegated  authori- 
ty ihe  was  vefted ;  for  all  her  a6ls  were  great, 
and  wife,  and  good ;  alternately  we  beheld 
her  fubmiflion  in  this  charader,  and  felt  her 
mildnefs  in  the  other  -,  and  the  tranfition  to  her 
was  eafy,  whofe  abilities  were  equal  to  any  fitu- 
ation,  and  whofe  temper  could  conform  to  all ; 
as  refigned  to  the  duties  of  a  Queen  Confort,  as 
capable  of  the  high  office  of  Guardian  of  the 
realm  •,  as  ready  to  fubmit,  as  able  to  com- 
mand, and  equally  an  example  to  all  fovereigns^ 
when  (he  ruled,  and  to  all  fubjedts  when  ihe 
obeyed. 

'  And  though  your  Majefty 's  juft  and  great 
concern  on  this  occafion  would,  perhaps,  re- 
ceive no  extenuation  from  the  comfort  your 
faithful  Commons  might  vainly  try  to  admini- 
fter ;  yet,  that  nothing  may  be  wanting  on  our 
parts,  which  may  contribute  to  the  making  your 
Majefty 's  government  (the  fource  of  our  profpe- 
rity)  as  eafy  to  yourfelf,  as  it  has  ever  been  to 

*  your 
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*  your  fubjedls ;  we  do  aflure  your  Majefty,  that 

*  we  will  not  only  carefully  avoid  all  heats  and 

*  animofities,  but  will,  with  the  greateft  readinefs, 

*  effedlually  ralfe  the  fupplies  necefTary  for  the  fer- 

*  vice  of  the  current  year,  and  with  a  zeal  and 

*  afFedion  becoming  the  reprefentatives  of  a  grate- 

*  ful  people,  make  all  necefTary  proviiions  for  the 

*  honour,  peace,  and  fecurity  of  your  crown  and 

*  kingdoms;    demonftrating    to    all    the    world, 

*  that   the    fupport    of  your  Majefty's   govern- 

*  ment,  and  the  publick  fafety,  are  conftantly  our 

*  care,  and  that  we  deiire  nothing  more  than  the 

*  prefervation  of  our  v/ife  and  excellent  conftitu- 

*  tion  in  the  fame  happy,  firm  and  envied  iitua- 

*  tion,  in  which  it  was  delivered  down  to  us  from 

*  our  anceflors  and  your  Majefty's  great  prede- 

*  cefTors. 

'  But  whilft  by  thefe  means  we  endeavour  to 
^  prevent  any  additional  difquiet  from  approach- 

*  ing  your  Royal  Perfon,  we  mufl  beg  leave  to 

*  lay  again  before  your  Majefly  the  anxious  grief 

*  of  your  whole  people,  together  with  their  hum- 

*  ble  and  molt  earneft  wifhes,  that  your  Majefty 's 
'  known  refolution  may  aid  time,   in  alleviating 

*  your  forrow  for  that  lofs,  which  nothing  can  re- 

*  pair,    and    in    reftoring   to   your  Majefty  that 

*  tranquillity  of  mind,    which  can  alone  free  us 

*  from  the  moft   folicitous  fears  for  a   life,    on 

*  which  the  happinefs  of  your  Royal  Family,  and 

*  of  this  afHided  nation,  fo  immediately  depends.' 

To  which  addrefs  his  Majefty  returned  the  fol- 
lowing moft  gracious  anfwer,  viz. 

Gentlemen, 

I  Return  you  my  thanks  for  this  dutiful  and  very 
affe^ionate  addrefs.    I  am  fo  fenfihly  touched  by 
this  convincing  'proof  of  your  particular  regard  to 
me^  that  I  am  not  able^  in  this  ciijirefs^  to  command 
I  myfelf 
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myfelf  fufficiently  to  exprefs  the  juft  fenfe  I  have^ 
of  your  affe^ion  and  concern  for  nu  upm  this  oc- 
cafion. 

On  Friday  the  qd  of  February^  the  houfe  of  ^«^^^'^'"  ^ 
Commons  having  reiolved  itielr  into  a  committee  commor,s 
of  the  whole  houfe,    to  confider  further  of  the  "p^"  the 

rs  .  \  1  •     K /t    '    n  -  1      riumbcr  or 

fupply  granted  to  his  Majelty,  a  motion  was  made  troops  necef- 
for  refolving.  That  the  number  of  efFedlive  men  ^^'J^^^  ^' 
to  be  provided  for  guards  and  garifons  in  Great 
Britain,  and  for  Guernfey  and  Jerfey,  for  the  year 
1738,  be  (including  18 15  invalids,  and  ^^^  men, 
which  the  fix  independent  companies  confift  of, 
for  the  fervice  of  the  Highlands)  17704  men, 
commiflion  and  non-commiffion  officers  included. 
This  motion  being  made  and  feconded,  an  a- 
mendment  was  propofed  for  limiting  the  number 
to  12000,  whereupon  a  long  debate  enfued,  in 
which  the  Lord  Noel  Somerfet  fpoke  in  fubftance 
as  follows,  viz, 

*  Mr.  Speaker, 
*  Sir,    As  the  queftion  now  before  you  is  a  Lord  Ncti 

*  queftion  of  the  utmoft  importance,  and  as  it  is  J'^r* 
'  a  queftion  upon  which  no  man  ought  to  pafs 

*  judgment,  without  thoroughly  underftanding 
'  the  nature  of  our  conftitution,  I  muft  beg  leave 

*  to  explain  to  you  what  I  take  to   be   the   tme 

*  and  genuine  form  of  our  government,  before  I 

*  attempt  to  give  my  opinion  upon  the  queftion^ 

*  I  know  there  are  many  gentlemen  in  this  houfe, 

*  who  underftand  our  conftitution  better  than  I 

*  can  pretend  to,  I  believe  every  one  underftands 

*  it  as  well,  and  I  hope  every  one  has  as  great  a 

*  regard  for  it :  But  I  think  myfelf  obliged  to  ex- 

*  plain  to  you  the  notions  I  have  of  our  conftitu- 

*  tion,  becaufe  moft  of  the  arguments  I  fhall  make 

*  ufe  of  in  favour  of  the  prefent  queftion,   are 

*  fuch  as  naturally  flow  from  thefe  notions  j  and 

*  if 
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*  If  I  am  wrong  in  any  of  them,  I  am  fure  I  can- 
'  not  utter  them  in  a  place  where  I  can  expedt  to 
'  have  them  correded  with  more  ability,  or  with 
^  greater  candour. 

'  Government,  Sir,  Is  an  evil  which  the  per- 

*  verfe  nature  of  fome  has  obliged  all  to  fubmit 
'  to.  Mankind,  for  the  fake  of  preferving  their 
^  lives,  and  the  fruits  of  their  labour,  againft  the 
'  invafions  of  the  wicked  and  rapacious,  have 
'  been  obliged  to  form  themfelves  into  focieties, 

*  and  to  promife  obedience  to  the  didates  of  the 
^  civil  magiftrate  -,   but  that  which  was  intended 

*  for  proteding  the  people  of  the  fociety,  is  often 

*  made  ufe  of  for  their  oppreffion  ;  and  inftead  of 

*  being  a  bridle  upon  the  inclinations  of  the  wick- 
'  ed,  it  often  ferves  to  ftrengthen  their  hands,  by 
^  tying  up  thofe  of  the  innocent.     To  prevent 

*  this   fatal  eiFedt,    many  forts   of  governments 

*  have  been  invented  by  men,  all  of  which  may 

*  be  refolved  into  thefe  three,  to  wit,  the  monar^ 
'  chical,   the  ariftocratical,    or  the  democratlcal ; 

*  for  every  form  of  government  muft  either  be  a 

*  monarchy,  an  ariftocracy,  or  a  democracy ;  or 

*  it  muft  be  a  mixture  of  fome  two  of  thefe,  or 

*  of  all  the  three. 

*  By  experience.  Sir,  it  has  been  found,   that 

*  when  the  fupreme  power  is  lodged  either  In  a 

*  fole  monarch,  or  in  a  fet  of  nobles,  it  often  de= 

*  viates  into  tyranny  *,  and  that  when  it  is  lodged 

*  in  the  people  in  general,  there  is  no  poflibility  of 

*  preventing  its  deviating  into  anarchy,  and  from 

*  thence  into  a  monarchical   or  ariftocratical  ty- 

*  ranny  ;  efpecially,  if  the  people  of  the  fociety 

*  be   numerous,    and   their  dominions   extenfive, 

*  For  this  reafon  many  various  forts  of  mixtures 

*  have  been  contrived  by  law-givers  j   but  of  ail 

*  the  mixtures  that  ever  were  contriver!.,   that  of 

*  an  equal  mixture  of  the  three,  is,  I  believe,  the 

*  beft  and  the  moft  laftmg.     How  our  ancefto's. 
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'  the  Germans^  hit  upon  this  mixture  ;  whether 
'  it  proceeded  from  their  experience,  or  from  their 
'  natural  fagacity,  I  fhall  not  pretend  to  deter- 
'  mine  ;  but,  it  is  certain,  that  from  the  earlieft 
'  accounts  we  have  of  them,  this  appears  to  have 
'  been  the  form  of  government  generally  efta- 
'  blifhed  among  them.  The  fupreme  power  a- 
'  mong  them  was  always  lodged  in  an  aflembly 
'  of  their  king  or  general,  their  nobles  or  chiefs 
'  of  families,  and  their  people  or  foldiers  in  gene- 

•  ral.  In  this  aflembly  all  matters  of  great  im- 
'  portance  were  confidered  and  determined,  the 
'  king  and  nobles  propofed  and  refolved,  and  the 
^  people  confented  or  difapproved.  The  powers 
'  and  privileges  of  thefe  three  branches  of  their 
'  legiflature,  were  not  perhaps  fo  diftindlly  afcer- 

•  tained  as  they  are  now,  by  our  prefent  conftitu- 
'  tion  j  or  if  they  were,  no  diftind  account  of 
'  them  has  been  handed  down  to  us  •,  but  it  is 
^  certain  that  the  fame  fpirit,  upon  which  our  pre- 

•  fent  conftitution  is  founded,  was  the  prevailing 
'  fpirit  in  their  form  of  government ;    and  this 

•  fpirit  may  be  traced  from  the  beginning  of  our 
'  hiftory  to  this  very  day. 

'  The  fpirit  I  mean.  Sir,   is,    to  have  in  our 

'  form  of  government  fuch  an  equal  mixture  of 

•  the  monarchical,  a'iftocratical,  and  dtmocratlcal 
'  forms   of  government,    that   no   one   of  them 

•  fhall  be  able  to  fwallow  up  or  direct  either  of 
'  the  other  two  ;  for  while  thefe  three  conftituent 

•  powers  continue  thus  equal  and  independent, 
'  any  one  of  them  may,   and  always  will,   be  a 

•  guard  for  our  conlliitution  and  for  our  people, 

•  againft  the  violence  and  opprefTion  of  both  or 

•  either  of  the  other  two.      If  our  King  fhould 

•  refolve  to  make  himfelf  abfolute,  or  if  he  and 

•  his  minifters  fhould  begin  to  opprefs  the  people, 

•  both  our  houfe  of  Lords  and  our  houfe  of 
'  Commons  would  certainly  join  together,  in  op- 

VoL.  XV,  Z  '  pofmg 
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*  pofing  fuch  fchemes  ^    if  our  houfe  of  Lords 

*  fhould  begin  to  fet  themfelves  up  as  fovereign 

*  and  arbitrary  mafters  of  our  government,    the 

*  King  and  the  houfe  of  Commons  would  cer- 

*  tainly  join  againft  them  ;   and  if  the  houfe  of 

*  Commons  fhould  begin  to  fet  themfelves  up  as 

*  mafters,    the   King    and   the   houfe   of  Lords 

*  v^^ould  as  certainly  join  againft  them,  a«d  would 

*  probably,    by  means  of  a  difTolution  and  new 

*  eledion,  be  able  to  difappoint  all  their  arbitrary 

*  and  ambitious  views.     Again,    if  any   two  of 

*  thefe  branches  of  our  legiflature  fhould  join  to- 

*  gether  in  any  fcheme  for  opprefling  the  people, 

*  they  could  not  carry  their  fcheme  effedlually  into 
'  execution  without  the  concurrence  of  the  third  ; 

*  but  on  the  contrary,  that  third  branch  of  our 
'  legiflature,  with  the  affiftance  of  the  people, 
'  would  probably  be  able  not  only  to  difappoint 
'  the  fcheme,  but  to  bring  the  authors  of  it  to 

*  condign  punifhment. 

'  Therefore,  Sir,  while  our  conftitution  remains 

*  entire,  while  the  three  conftituent  parts  of  our 

*  form  of  government  remain  equal  and  indepen- 
'  dent,  our  people  can  never  be  opprefled,   nor 

*  can  the  wicked  long  profper  in  their  iniquity. 

*  From  hence  every  one  may  fee,  that  from  our 

*  conftitution  we  can  have  nothing  to  apprehend  ; 

*  the  only  danger  we  are  expofed  to  is,  that  of  its 
'  difTolution  ;  and  for  this  reafon  we  ought  to 
'  confider  carefully,  and  guard  watchfully  againft 

*  all  thofe  methods   by  which  it  may  be  over- 

*  turned.     The  only  methods  by  which  our  con- 

*  ftitution  can  be  overturned,  and  confequently 
'  the  only  methods   we  have  to   guard  againft, 

*  are,  left  any  one  of  the  branches  of  our  legifla- 
'  ture  fhould  get  the  abfolute  diredion  of  the 
'  other  two,  and  left  any  one,  by  a  difTolution  or 

*  difcontinuance  of  the  other  two,  fhould  be  able 

*  to   afTume   to   itfelf  an  abfolute   and  arbitrary 

*  power. 
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'  power.  As  the  power  of  calling,  proroguing, 
^  and  difTolving  the  Parli<iment,  is  lodged  entirely 
«  in  the  crown,  as  the  execution  of  our  laws  is 
<  now  more  fully  and  extenfively  lodged  in  the 
'  crown,  than  it  was  by  the  antient  form  of  our 
'  conftitution,  and  as  his  Majefty  is  provided  with 
'  a  very  large  revenue  for  life,  I  cannot  think 
'  there  is  the  leaft  danger,  that  either  houfe  of 
'  Parliament  will  become  able  to  prefcribe  to  the 
'  other  and  to  the  King  •,  therefore,  we  are  at 
'  prefent  in  no  danger  of  eith^^*-  'louic  o-'"  Parlia- 
'  ment's  ever  getting  the  abfolute  direction  of 
'  the  other  two  branches  of  our  legiflature. 

'  But,  Sir,  that  the  crown  may  be  able  to  get  the 
'  abfolute  diredion  of  both  houfes  of  Parliament, 

*  and  may  confequently  make  both  entirely  depen- 

*  dent  upon  the  King,  or  rather  upon  the  King's 

*  minifters,  for  the  time  being,  I  muft  think  we 

*  are  at  prefent  in  fome  danger :  Nay,  I  muft  fay, 

*  I  think  we  are  in  fuch  danger,  that  I  am  afraid 

*  nothing  preferves  us  from  it  but  his  Majefty's 

*  known  wifdom,  juftice,  and  moderation.  I  have, 

*  I  confefs,  fuch  a  bad  opinion  of  mankind,  that 

*  I  believe  the  generality  of  them  will  facrifice  the 
'  publick  good  for  their  private  advantage,  often 

*  for  a  very  trifling  private  advantage,  efpecialiy 

*  when  they  can  do  it,  without  bringing  imme- 
'  diate  infamy  and  reproach  upon  themfelves. 
'  This,  I  am  forry  to  fay  it,  is  my  opinion  of 

*  the  generality  of  mankind  ;  and  confidering 
'  what   vaft   fums  of  money,    and   what  a  vaft 

*  number  of  lucrative  pofts  and  imployments,  of 

*  all   forts  and   fizes,    the  crown   has  to  beftow 

*  yearly,  and  v/hat  extenfive  powers  have  been 
'  put  into  the  hands  of  the  crown,  by  the  many 
'  penal  laws  lately  enaded,  I  am  much  afraid  that 

*  if  his  Majefty  would  allow  his  minifters  to  apply 
'  them  towards  managing  and  purchafing  votes  at 

*  eledions,  or  even  in  Parliament,  it  would  foon 

Z  2  *  come 
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come  to  be  in  the  power  of  the  crown,  to  diredfc 
both  houfes  of  Parliament  •,  for  if  the  voting  at 
elections,  or  in  Parliament,  from  corrupt  confi- 
derations,  fhould  once  come  to  be  frequent,  the 
frequency  of  the  crime  would  extenuate  the 
guilt,  and  the  multitude  cf  criminals  would 
fmother  that  reproach,  which  now  fo  defervedly 
attends  fuch  an  infamous  pradtice. 
*  By  fuch  means,  Sir,  and  by  fuch  a  general 
depravity,  the  crown  may  acquire  the  abfolute 
diredtion  of  both  houfes  of  Parliament ;  and 
if  it  fhould,  our  conftitution  would  be  undone, 
our  government  would  become  an  abfolute  and 
an  arbitrary  tyranny  ;  it  would  become  one  of 
the  worft,  one  of  the  moil  oppreflive  and  wick- 
ed forts  of  tyranny ;  becaufe  the  crown  would 
be  obliged  to  opprefs  the  people,  in  order  to  be 
able  to  corrupt  the  people,  and  to  keep  up  an 
outward  fhow  of  our  antient  conftitution.  This, 
I  fay.  Sir,  would  be  our  cafe,  if  the  crown,  by 
means  of  the  pofts  and  imployments,  and  other 
favours,  it  has  to  beftow,  fhould  get  the  abfo- 
lute diredlion  of  both  houfes  of  Parliament ; 
and  every  gentleman  knows  how  greatly  our 
army  adds  to  the  number  of  thofe  lucrative  pofts 
and  imployments,  the  crown  has  in  its  gift,  and 
what  an  influence  the  commilTions  in  our  army 
may  have  upon  fome  of  the  beft  families  in  the 
kingdom. 

'  But,  Sir,  with  refped  to  the  fafety  of  our 
conftitution,  this  is  not  the  only  bad  effed  of 
keeping  up  a  large  ftanding  army.  Suppofe  that 
fome  future  King,  for  we  can  be  in  no  fuch 
danger  from  the  prefent,  fhould  by  corrupt 
means  get  the  abfolute  diredlion  of  both  houfes 
of  Parliament,  and  that  by  the  fame  means  he 
fhould  difappoint  the  people  of  obtaining  redrefs 
upon  a  new  election,  what  could  the  people 
then  do  for  vindicating  their  liberties  and  re- 

^"^ftoring 
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*  ftoring  their  conftltution  ?  They  could  not  pro- 

*  pofe  to  do  it  by  any  legal  means  -,   they  could 

*  have  no  recourfe  to  any  thing  but  the  ultima 

*  ratio  regum^  which  upon  this  occafion  I  fhall 
«  beg  leave  to  call  the  ultima  ratio  populi.     No 

*  man  could  then,  either  for  the  prefervation  of 

*  his  life,  his  liberty,  or  his  eftate,  put  his  truft 

*  in  the  laws  or  conftitution  of  his  country  \  he 

*  could  put  his  truft  in  nothing  but  the  fuccefs  of 
'  his  arms  \  and  if  the  people,  upon  fo  juft  an 
'  occafion,  fhould  fly  to  arms,  what  an  advantage 
'  would   the   tyrannical    government    have   over 

*  them,  by  having  a  numerous  mercenary  army, 

*  well   disciplined,    v/ell    armed,     and    ready    to 

*  march  at  an  hour's  warning,  againft  any  number 
'  of  the  people  that  fhould  dare  to  aflemble  in 
'  arms,  for  vindicating  the  liberties  and  conftitu- 

*  tion  of  their  country  ?  Gentlemen  may  exclaim 

*  as  much  as  they  pleafe  againft  mobs,  tumults, 
'  and  infurrec5lions  :  I  lliall  grant  it  is  an  unlucky 
^  thing  for  a  country  to  have  any  fuch,  but  it  is 
'  rather  a  fign  of  the  government's  wanting  wif- 

*  dom  and  juftice,  than  of  their  want  of  power, 
'  becaufe  infurredions  are  moft  frequent  in  the 
*°  moft  arbitrary  governments.     In  a  free  country, 

*  an  infurredion  may  become  juft  and  neceflary, 
'  and  if  you  give  your  government  a  power  fuffi- 

*  cient  for  fupprelTmg  fuch  an  infurredlion,  the 
'  fame  power  muft  necefTarily  be  fufRcient  for 
'  eftablifhing   arbitrary  power  ;    from  that  time, 

*  perhaps,  you  may  not  be  troubled  with  any  in- 
'  furredions  among  the  people  ;  the  only  infur- 
'  redions  you  are  then  to  dread,  are  infurredlions 
'  among  thofe  flaves  you  maintain  for  holding  the 

*  people  in  flavery,  and  thefe  infurredions  will  be 

*  as  frequent,  and  as  dangerous  to  thofe  in  powei*, 
'  as  the  infurredlions  among  a  free  people  can  pof- 
^  fibly  be. 

Z  2  <  Let 
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'  Let  us  confider.  Sir,  that  fince  all  our  mili- 
'  tary  tenures  have  been  annihilated,  and  our  peo- 
ple become  altogether  unaccuftomed  to  military 
difcipline  and  unprovided  with  arms,  a  much 
lefs  numerous  ftanding  army  may  now  be  fuffi- 
cient,  for  keeping  the  people  in  a  flavifh  fubjec- 
tion,  than  would  have  been  neceflary  for  fach  a 
purpofe  in  former  times.  If  the  cafe  I  have  men- 
tioned fhould  happen,  if  an  ambitious  prince,  or 
^  wicked  miniiier,  fliould  manage  fo  as  to  get, 

*  by  corrupt  methods,  the  abfolute  diredion  of 
'  both  houfes  of  Parliament,  and  that  there  were 

*  no  method  left  for  vmdicating  the  rights  ancj 
^  liberties  of  the  nation,  but  by  force  of  arms, 

thofe  who  fnouid  propofe  to  take  up  arms  a- 
gainft  fuch  a  tyrannical  government,  would  be 
as  much  liable  to  be  hanged  and  forfeited  by 
'  the  law,  as  thofe  who  enter  into  any  plot  a- 
gam":  the  moft:  juft  and  lawful  government  i 

*  tiierefore,  it  would  be  extremely  dangerous,  I 

*  beli-"ve  abfolutely  impoffible,  to  carry  on  any 

*  general  concert,  or  to  provide  arms  for  fuch  a 

*  purpofe  •,  and  as  there   is  now  no  great  mian, 

*  nor,  I  believe,  any  two  great  men  in  the  king- 
'  dom,  who  are  able  to  bring  any  confiderabie 
'  number  of  armed  men  into  the  field,  without 

*  a  previous  concert  for  that  purpofe  among  a 
^  great  number  of  perfons,  therefore  it  will  ai- 
'  ways  be  eafy  for  our  government,  with  a  fmall 
^  num.ber  of  regular  troops,  to  cruih  any  infur- 
^  re6tion  before  it  can  come  to  a  head  •,  whereas, 
^  w^hilil  our  military  tenures  continued,  any  two 

*  or  three  of  our  great  men  joining  together 
'  could,    without  any  previous   preparation,    or 

*  communicating  the  fecret  to  any  other  perfon, 
'  bring  a  numerous  army  of  well  difciplined  and 

*  well  armed  men  into  the  field  againft  the  go- 

*  vernmient  •,  fo  that,  a  ftanding  army  cannot  be 
^  faid  to  be  fo  neceflary  now  as  it  was  then,  and 

*  yet 
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'  yet  our  government  was  then  fupported,  our 
'  laws  executed,  and  the  peace  of  the  kingdom 
'  preferved,  under  every  juft  and  wife  admini- 
'  llration,  without  a  Handing  army,  as  well  as  it 
'  has  been  fince,  or  will,  I  believe,  ever  be, 
^  with  the  mod  numerous  Handing  army  we  can 

*  propofe  to  keep  up.     The  only  difference  is, 

*  that  in  former  times,   if  the  people  did  not 

*  find  a  proper  redrefs  in  the  laws  and  conftitu- 

*  tion  of  their  countiy,  they  generally  found  it 

*  in  the  fuperiority  of  their  arms  •,  but  if  they 

*  give  thofe  arms  out  of  their  hands,  and  put 
'  them  into  the  hands  of  a  Handing  army,  they 
'  can,    upon    fuch  a   melancholy    occafion,    no 

*  where  expedl  redrefs  •,    for  the  very  men,   in 

*  whofe  hands  they  have  put  their  arms,  will  al- 
'  ways  be  under  the  diredlion  of  thofe  againft 

*  whom  they   have   reafon    to   complain.     The 

*  prefervation  of  our  conftitution,  and  the  hap- 
'  pinefs  of  our  people,  can  then  depend  upon 
'  nothing  but  the  honour  of  the  gentlemen  of 
'  our  army  •,  and  whatever  regard  and  efleem  I 
'  may  have  for  thofe  who  are  at  prefent  the  offi- 
'  cers  of  our  army,  yet  when  I  confider  how 
'  eafy  it  is  for  a  wicked  minifter  to  garble  and 
'  make  the  army  fit  for  his  purpofe,  I  mull  think 
'  the  honour  of  a  mercenary  army  but  a  preca- 

'  rious    dependence ;    a   dependence   which   the 

*  people  of  this  nation  ought  never  to  rely  on, 
'  becaufe,    by   our   prefent    eflablifhmeut,    that 

*  army  mufl  be  under  the  abfolute  diredion  and 
'  command  of  that  fort  of  men,  who  have  al- 
'  ways  been,  and  always  will  be,  the  greateft 
'  enemies  to  our  liberties  and  conftitution. 

'  I  have  now,  I  think,  fhewn.  Sir,  that  a 
^  ftanding  army  may  be  extremely  proper,  not 
'  only  for  enabling  fome  future  King  to  get  the 
'  abfolute  diredtion  of  both  houfes  of  Parlia- 
'  ment,  but  alfo  for  preferving  to  him  that  di- 
Z  4  *  redion 
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^  redion   againft  the   only  method  the   people 

*  can,   in  fuch  a  cafe,  take  for  regaining  their  li- 

*  berties,  and  refloring  their  conftitution  •,  there- 
'  fore  a  (landing  army  may  greatly  contribute 

*  towards  rendering  fatally  fuccefsful,  one  of  the 
'  metliods  by  which  I  have  faid  our  conftitution 
'  may  be  overturned,   I  mean,   that  of  one  of 

*  the  branches  of  our  legifiature's  getting  the 

*  abfolute  diredlion  of  the  other  two.  Let  me 
'  now  confider  the  only  other  method,  by  which 
'  I  have  faid  our  conftitution  may  be  overturn- 

*  ed,  which  is,  that  of  one  of  the  branches  of 
.^'     *  our  legiHature's  afluming  to  itfelf  an  abfolute 

*  and  arbitrary  power,  by  the  difTolution  or  dif- 
^  continuance  of  the  other  two. 

'  Here  likewife.  Sir,  I  muft  think  our  confti- 
'  tution  not  in  the  leaft  danger  from  either  houfe 

*  of  Parliament,    becaufe  the  King  can  put  an 

*  end  to  their  aftembhng,  by  a  prorogation  or 
^  diftblution,  whenever  he  has  a  mind  -,  and  be- 

*  caufe  no  fuch  thing  can  be  done  without  an 

*  army,  the  general  of  which  would  very  pro- 

*  bably  do  the  fame  thing  Oliver  Cromwell  did  ; 

*  therefore  we   can   hardly  fuppofe   that   either 

*  houfe  of  Parliament  can,  or  will  attempt  any 

*  fuch  thing  ;  but  if  ever  our  Parliaments  fhould 
'  become  refradtory,  and  begin  to  oppofe  the 
'  meafures  of  the  court,  or  attempt  to  bring  to 
^  juftice  any  court  favourites,  from  experience 
'  we  have  great  reafon  to  apprehend,  the  court 

*  favourites  would  do  as  they  have  always  done, 

*  they  would  endeavour  to  perfuade  the  King  to 

*  diffolve  the  Parliament,  and  to  afllime  to  him- 

*  felf  an  arbitrary  power,  by  governing  without 

*  any  Parliament   at  all.     This  has  been  often 

*  before  attempted,  and  it  muft  be  granted,  the 
f  crown  has  now  a  greater  probability  of  fuccefs 

*  in  this  way,  than  it  ever  had  before,  becaufe 
f  of  the   great  revenue   now   fettled  upon  the 

'  crown^ 
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^  crown,  and  the  great  revenue  yearly  coming 
^  into  the  exchequer,  for  paying  the  intereft  and 
principal  of  our  publick  debts  •,  for  after  a  mi- 
nifter  has  pafifed  the  Rubicon^  by  advifmg  a 
King  to  reign  without  a  Parliament,  he  will 
certainly  make  as  little  fcruple  to  feize  upon 
the  facred  publick  treafure  of  Britain.^  as  Ju- 
lius C^far  did  to  feize  upon  that  of  Rome. 
'  Under  his  prefent  Majefly  we  have  not, 
'tis  true.  Sir,  any  fuch  danger  to  apprehend  5 
becaufe  his  wifdom  and  goodnefs,  and  the  re- 
gard he  has  for  our  conftitution,  will  always 
be  more  than  a  balance  for  any  fuch  wicked 
advice.  He  v/ill  confider,  that,  tho'  by  our 
confl-itution  the  King  can  be  guilty  of  no 
crime,  yet  by  endeavouring  to  overturn  the 
conftitution,  in  order  to  fkreen  a  favourite  cri- 
minal, he  may  bring  the  refentment  of  the 
people  upon  himfelf,  and  that  the  people's  re- 
fentment may,  upon  fuch  an  occafion,  exceed 
the  bounds  of  our  conftitution.  But  as  the 
fame  civil  lift  revenue  will  probably  be  conti- 
nued to  his  Majefty's  fucceftbrs,  and  as  the 
fame  taxes  muft  be  continued,  I'm  afraid,  for 
many  years,  before  all  our  publick  debts  can 
be  paid  off*,  therefore  the  crown  and  the  ex- 
chequer will,  perhaps,  for  feveral  generations, 
be  provided  with  the  fame  yearly  revenues  ; 
and  as  we  cannot  promife  ourfelves  the  happi- 
nefs  that  all  his  Majefty's  fucceftbrs  will  be  in- 
dued with  the  fame  wifdom  and  goodnefs,  we 
ought  not  to  add  to  thefe  temptations,  the 
temptation  of  having  a  numerous  ftanding 
army  to  depend  on.  Give  me  leave,  Sir,  to 
fuppofe,  that  the  houfe  of  Commons,  in  fome 
future  reign,  ftiould  enter  into  a  ftricl  enquiry, 
with  refped  to  fome  of  the  meafures  of  the 
adminiftration  -,  that  upon  the  iflue  of  fuch  an 
enquiry  they  ftiould   order  fome  of   the  mi- 

'  nifters 
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niflers  to  be  impeached  ;  and  that  thofe  mi- 
niflers,  for  their  own  prefervation,  fhould  ad- 
vife  the  King  to  diffoJve  the  Parhanfient,  and 
feize  upon  all  our  funds :  The  moft  powerful 
argument  an  honefb  man  at  court  (if  there 
fhould  be  any  fuch)  could  ufe  againfl  this  ad- 
vice, would  be  to  fay  :  Sir^  if  you  do  this^  your 
people  will  take  arms  againft  you  •,  the  city  of 
London  vAll  rife  in  arms,  and  perhaps  tear  you 
as  well  as  your  minifiers  to  pieces.  Would  not 
it  be  a  good  anfwer  to  fay  ?  No,  Sir,  you  have 
nothing  to  fear  from  your  people  ;  they  are  unaccuf- 
tomed  to  arms,  and  unacquainted  with  military  dif- 
cipline  -,  you  have  a  numerous  and  well-difcipUned 
army  to  depend  on ;  and  if  any  of  the  officers 
fhould  hefitate  in  the  Icafi  to  obey  your  orders,  you 
may  have  them  immediately  foot,  and  give  their 
commiffions  to  their  ferjeants  or  corporals :  Tou 
7nay  prote5f  your  own  honour,  and  the  lives  of 
your  faithful  fervants,  by  means  of  your  army ; 
whereas  if  you  make  a  facrifice  of  any  one  of  us 
to  a  factious  Parliament,  you  do  not  know  when  or 
where  they  will  flop.  This,  Sir,  would  cer- 
tainly be  the  anfwer  that  would  be  made  by 
guilty  minifiers  ;  and  I  mufl  leave  to  gentle- 
men to  confider,  what  an  effe6t  it  might  have 
upon  a  weak  King,  and  a  guilty  cabinet 
council. 

'  Now,  Sir,  if  any  future  weak  King  fhould 
follow  fuch  a  wicked  advice,  what  remedy 
could  the  people  have  ?  What  method  could 
they  take  for  vindicating  their  liberties  and 
privileges  ?  Would  it  be  pofTible  to  contrive 
any  other  method  than  that  of  open  force  r 
And  in  the  circumflances  the  nation  is  now  in, 
can  we  fuppofe  that  fiich  a  method  would  be 
pradicable,  if  the  court  had  an  army  of  1 8  or 
20,000  well-difciplined  mercenary  troops  to 
depend  on  ?  It  fignifies  nothing  to  fay,  that 
2  '  the 
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'  the  mutiny  a6l  would  expire  ;  or  that  the  land- 
'  tax  and  malt-tax  a6ls  would  expire  -,  and  that 
'  therefore  the  court  could  not  keep  the  army 
'  in  order  *,  nor  be  able  to  fupport  the  publick  ex- 
'  pence,  and  pay  the  yearly  intered  growing  due 
'  to  the  creditors  of  the   publick:    The  court 

*  would  immediately  fet  up  the  do6trine  already 

*  too  frequently  talked  of  by  fome  unthinking 
'  men,  Tba^  the  people  were  become  fo  fa5fious  and 
'  feditiotis^  there  was  no  governing  them  but  by  ar- 
'  bitrary  power  •,  and  that  therefore  it  was  become 
'  necejfary  to  give  the  force  of  a  law  to  his  Maje- 

*  Jly^s  proclamation.  This  do6trine  would  be  pro- 
'  pagated  through  the  kingdom,  by  the  place- 
'  men  and  officers  almoft  of  every  rank  and  de- 
'  gree  •,  it  would  be  greedily  fwallowed,  I  be- 
'  lieve,  by  mod  of  thofe  called  foldiers  of  foi» 
'  tune  in  the  army  •,  and  I  am  afraid  mofl  men 
'  would  chufe  to  fiibmit  patiently  to  an  evil,  for 

*  which  they  could  not  in  all  human  probability 
'  fee  any  remedy.     The  mutiny  aft,  the  land- 

*  tax  ad,  and  the  malt-tax  a6f,  would  be  conti- 
'  nued  by  proclamation  ;  and  what  foldier  would 
'  dare  to  difpute  the  continuance  of  the  lirft,  if 

*  immediate  death  were  to  be  the  certain  confe- 
'  quence  of  every  fuch  obftinacy,  or  mutiny,  as 
'  it  would  then  be  called  ?  What  landed  gentle- 
'  man,  or  what  maltfter,  would  refufe  paying 
^  his  quota  of  the  land-tax,  or  the  malt-tax,  if 
'  the  colledlors  and  officers  were  every  where  to 

*  come  attended  with  a  troop  of  dragoons,  or  a 
'  company  of  foot  ?   Even  the  interell  payable 

*  to  the  creditors  of  the  publick,  would  be 
'  made  premiums   for  enforcing  the  meafures  of 

*  the  court  -,  for  if  the  court  could  pay,  or  re- 
'  fufe  to  pay  intereft  to  whomfoever  they  pleaf- 

*  ed,  we  may  depend  on  it,  they  would  pay  no 
'  intereft    but    to    fuch   as   fhewed   themfelves 

*  peaceable,  obedient^  and  loyal  fubjedls. 

*  Thus, 
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^  Thus,    Sir,    I    think  it  muft   appear,    that 

*  without  a  flanding  army,  our  conflitution  can- 

*  not  poiTibJy  be  irrecoverably  overturned  ;  and 
^  that  with  a  numerous  (landing  army,  it  may 
'  be  in  the  power  of  the  court  to  overturn  it 
^  whenever  they  have  a  mind,  as  long  as  our 
'  army  remains  upon  the   footing  it  is  at  pre- 

*  fent ;  therefore  we  muil  conclude,  that  if  any 
^  {landing  army  be  kept  up  in  this  ifland,  in 
■^  time  of  peace,  it  ought  never  to  be  more  nu- 

*  merous   than   is  abfolutely    neceffajy    for   our 

*  fafety  and  prote6lion.  Whether  we  ought  in 
^  time  of  peace  to  keep  up  any  regular  troops, 

*  is  a  quellion  which  I  fhall  not  at  prefent  dif- 

*  pute  ;  but  I  am  fully  convinced,  that  18,000 

*  is  a  much  greater  number  than  is  neceifary  ; 
'^  for,  I  hope,  it  will  not  be  faid,  v/e  ought  to 

*  keep  up  fuch  a  number  as  may  be  fufficient  to 
<  defeat  the  mofl  juft  and  general  infurredrion  of 

*  the  people  \  and  12,000  is,  I  am  fure,  more 
'  than  fufficient  for  apprehending  fmugglers,  or 

*  feizing  fmuggled  goods,  for  quelling  any  m,ob 
'  that  can  happen,  or  even  for  defeating  any  un- 
'  juft  and  feditious  infurrection  ;  becaufe  if  a 
'  fpirit  of   fedition  Ihould  begin  to  appear  in 

*  any  particular  part  of  the  kingdom.,  the 
'  greateft    number    of    the    troops    would    be 

*  quartered  in  that  corner  ^  and  if  a  fmall  num- 
'  ber  of  men  fhould  unexpededly  fly  to  arms 

*  in  any  corner,   it  will  always  be  eafy  for  the 

*  government  to  augment  their  army,  and  pro- 
'  vide  for  their  defence,  faftcr  than  the  rebels 
'  can  aflemble,   or  provide  for  attacking  them. 

*  This,  I  fay.  Sir,  will  always  be  the  cafe,  un- 
'  lefs  the  difcontent  fhould  become  general  and 

*  violent  all  over  the  kingdom  \  and  in  that  cafe 
'  the  people  muft  be  pacified  by  a  change  of 

*  minifters,  or  a  change  of  meafures :  In  fuch  a 

*  cafe  fome  foft  and  peaceable  meafures  muft  be 

'  made 
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*  made  ufe  of  for  fatisfying  the  people,  and  for 

*  removing  thofe  grievances  they  may  have  rea- 

*  fon  to  complain  of,  which  a  free  and  indepen- 
*^  dent  Parliament  will  always  be  able  to  effe6tu- 
'  ate  ;  for  furely  no  man  will  fay,  that  for  the 

*  fecurity  of  thofe  who  have,  by   their  folly  or 

*  wickednefs,  raifed  fuch  a  general  difcontent, 
^  we  ought  to  give  them  fuch  an  army  as  may 
'  enable  them  to  ov^erturn  our  conflitution  -,  be- 

*  caufe,  as  the  fecurity  of  fuch  men  mufl  always 

*  be  abfolutely  inconfiftent  with  our  conflitution, 

*  they  will  therefore  certainly  make  ufe  of  that 
'  army  for  its  overthrow. 

'  Againil  fmugglers,  mobs,  and  feditious  infur- 

*  redlions,  an  army  of  12,000  men  will  always  be 
'  more  than  fufficient ;  and  the  only  reafon  that 

*  can  be  afligned  for  keeping  up  a  greater  num- 

*  ber  is,  the  danger  we  may  be  in  from  foreign 
'  invafions.  As  to  this.  Sir,  if  we  confider  our 
'  happy  fituation,  and  the  formidable  fquadrons 
'  of  men  of  war  we  are  able  to  put  to  fea  upon 
'  a  few  days  warning,  we  cannot  pofTibly  think 
'  ourfelves  in  any  danger,  as  long  as  the  govern- 
'  ment  retains  the  hearts  and  atfedbions  of  the 
'  people ;  for  furely  it  cannot  be  faid,  that  a  fo- 
'  reign  army  of  4  or  5000  men,  even  with  the 

*  affiftance  of  fome  few  of  our  countrymen,  who 
'  may  then  happen  to  be  difaffedied  or  fediti- 
'  ouQy  inclined,  would  be  able  to  conquer  thefe 
'  three  kingdoms ;  and  if  any  of  our  neighbours 
'  fhould  think  of  invading  us  with  a  much 
'  greater  number,  they  could  not  dp  it  without 
'  feveral  months  previous  preparation,  which  we 
'  would  certainly  hear  of,  and  by  fending  cut  a 
'  luperior  fquadron,  might  lock  them  up  in  their 
'  ports,  or  fink  moll  of  their  fhips  before  they 
'  could  approach  our  coafls  ;    and  in  the  mean 

*  time  we  would  have  an  opportunity  of  raiHng 

*  a  Jland  army  fufliciejiit  to  give  them  a  proper 

\  reception, 
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reception,  in  cafe,  by  any  accident,  they 
fhould  have  the  good  luck  to  efcape  our  fleet 
at  fea. 

*  For  this  reafon,  Sir,  I  muft  be  of  opinion, 
we  can  never  be  in  any  danger  of  an  invafion, 
as  long  as  our  government  takes  care,  by  a 
juft  and  wife  adminiftration,  to  cultivate  and 
retain  the  afredions  of  our  people ;  and  if  our 
people  fhould,  from  the  folly  or  wickednefs  of 
an  adminiilration,  become  generally  difcon- 
tented,  a  free  and  independent  Parliament  will 
always  be  able  to  remove  that  difcontent,  by 
giving  fatisfadtion  to  the  people,  and  inflidling 
condign  punilliment  upon  thofe  who  have  been 
the  authors  of  their  difcontent.  From  whence 
I  mull  conclude,  that  the  keeping  up  of  more 
than  12,000  men  in  this  iuand,  can  never  be 
necefTary  for  the  fupport  of  any  government, 
but  fuch  a  one  as  has  overturned  our  conftitu- 
tion,  either  by  corrupting  our  Parliaments,  or 
by  ruling  without  any  Parliament  at  all/ 

The  next  remarkable  fpeech  which  was  made 
upon  this  important  queilion,  was  that  of  the 
right  honourable  Sir  Robert  Walpoky  v/ho  fpoke 
in  fubftance  as  follows,  viz. 


Sir  ^ohtTt 
JValpole'i 
fpeech. 


'  Mr.  Speaker, 
'  Sir,  That  the  queftion  now  before  you  is  a 
queftion  of  great  importance,  I  ihall  readily 
agree,  and  therefere  it  is  v/ith  great  concern, 
it  is  even  with  reludance  I  attempt  to  fpeak 
upon  it.  I  am  convinced  no  reduction  of  our 
forces  ought  to  be  made :  I  am  convinced  the 
fame  number  we  now  have,  ought  to  be  kept 
up,  at  leaft  for  this  enfuing  year  ;  and  yet  I  do 
not  well  know  how  to  give  my  reafons,  or  how 
to  exprefs  myfelf  upon  fuch  an  occafion  ;  for 
as  a  Handing  army  muft  always  be  expenfive, 

'  and 
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"-  and  may  be  dangerous  to  the  people,  I  could 
wifli  with  all  my  heart,  that  no  fuch  thing 
were  ever  neceflary  -,  but  if  we  confider  the 
prefent  circumftances  of  this  nation,  and  the 
prefent  circumftances  of  every  one  of  our 
neighbours,  we  muft  view  a  ftanding  army 
in  the  fame  light,  in  which  the  honourable 
gentleman  has  told  us,  fociety,  or  government 
itfelf  ought  to  be  viewed ;  we  muft  look  upon 
it  as  an  evil,  which  we  are  obliged  to  fubmit 
to,  for  the  fake  of  avoiding  a  greater. 
*  The  honourable  gentleman,  Sir,  has  given 
us  a  very  ingenious,  and,  I  believe,  a  very  juft 
defcription  of  our  conftitution,  and  has,  with 
great  judgment,  pointed  out  to  us  the  dangers 
to  which  we  are,  or  may  be  expofed  -,  but  I 
cannot  think  a  ftanding  army,  conftituted  as 
our  prefent  army  is,  can  be  of  any  fuch  dan- 
gerous confequence  to  our  conftitution,  as  he 
has  reprefented,  were  it  much  more  numerous 
than  it  is  at  prefent-  An  army  compofed  en- 
tirely of  our  own  fubjedts,  and  commanded  by 
gentlemen  of  the  beft  families,  and  fome  of 
them  of  the  beft  eftates  in  the  kingdom,  and 
an  army  depending,  for  its  very  being,  upon 
the  annual  confent  of  Parliament,  can  no  way 
contribute  towards  rendering  the  Parliament  al- 
together dependent  upon  the  King  or  his  mi- 
nifters,  nor  can  it  contribute  towards  enabling 
the  King  to  govern  without  any  Parliament  at 
all.  While  our  Parliaments  meet  regularly 
once  a  year,  and  are  rechofen  once  every  ftven 
years,  no  gentleman  of  the  army  can  propofe 
to  have  a  feat  in  Parliament,  unlefs  he  be  a 
a  man  of  family  and  fortune  in  his  country ; 
and  though  a  commiflion  in  the  army  may 
perhaps  make  fuch  a  gentleman  join  with 
more  alacrity  than  he  would  otherwife  do,  in 
fupporting  the    government    againft   fadious 
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complaints  in  Parliament,  or  feditious  infurrec-  ! 
tions  among  the  people,  yet  no  commifTion  I 
will  ever  make  fuch  a  man  give  his  confent  to  | 
any  thing  in  Parliament,  which  he  may  think  | 
opprefllve  upon  the  people,  or  which  may,  in  ; 
his  opinion,  tend  towards  overturning  our  con- 
ftitution. 

'  As  every  fuch  officer  muft  have  a  great 
many  friends  and  relations  among  the  people, 
his  regard  for  his  friends  and  relations  will  pre- 
vent his  joining  in  oppreffive  meafures  for  the 
fupport  of  any  adminiftration  ;  and  as  the  hap- 
pinefs  and  fecurity  of  his  friends  and  relations, 
as  the  fecurity  even  of  his  own  eftate,  depends 
upon  the  prcfervation  of  our  conflitution,  it 
cannot  be  fuppofed  he  will,  for  the  fake  of 
any  commiiTion  he  can  enjoy  or  exped,  give 
his  vote  in  Parliament  for  any  meafure  that  ' 
may  evidently  tend  towards  the  overthrow  of 
our  conflitution.  Therefore,  while  our  army 
is  commanded  by  fuch  gentlemen  as  it  is  at 
prefent,  it  is  not  to  be  fuppofed  it  can  contri- 
bute towards  rendering  both  or  either  houfe 
of  Parliament  altogether  dependent  upon  the 
King  •,  and  no  fort  of  garbling  can  be  fuffici-  | 
ent  for  this  purpofe ;  becaufe,  if  the  commif- 
fions  in  our  army  fhould  be  given  to  men  of 
no  families  or  fortunes,  it  would  be  impoflible 
to  get  any  great  number  of  them  brought  into 
Parliament. 

*•  The  only  remaining  danger  therefore  is,  that 
our  army  may  enable  fome  fliture  King  to  go- 
vern without  any  Parliament  at  all  ;  and  as 
this  would  be  a  total  overthrow  of  our  confli- 
tution at  once,  it  cannot  be  fuppofed,  that 
gentlemen  of  families  or  fortunes  would  una- 
nimouHy  join  in  fupporting  fuch  a  govern- 
ment :  On  the  contrary,  v/e  mufl  both  from 
reafon  and  experience  luppofe,  that  the  great- 

'  efl 
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eft  number  of  them  would  declare  for  tl'ielr 
country,  and  would  join  in  proper  meafures 
for  reftoring  the  conftitution,  and  bringing  to 
juftice  thofe  minifters  who  had  attempted  its 
overthrow.  This,  I  fay,  Sir,  we  muft  fuppofe 
would  be  the  behaviour  of  moil  of  thofe  gen- 
tlemen  of  families  or  fortunes,  who  might,  at 
fuch  an  unlucky  juncture,  be  officers  in  our 
army  -,  and  as  they  will  always  have  a  great 
fway  among  the  other  officers  and  foldiers, 
they  would  probably  be  followed  by  the  great- 
eft  part  of  the  army.  From  whence  I  have,  I 
think,  good  r^afon  to  conclude,  that  whilft 
our  army  is  com.manded,  as  it  is  at  prefent^ 
by  gentlemen  of  the  beif  families  and  fortunes 
in  the  kingdom,  it  will  always  be  fo  far  from 
being  dangerous  to  our  conftitution^  that  it 
muft  be  looked  on  as  one  of  its  greateft  fecu-- 
rities. 

'  An  army.  Sir,  of  foreign  mercenary  troops, 
or  an  army  compofed  of  the  fcum  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  commanded  by  men  of  no  families 
or  fortunes  in  the  country,  may  contribute  to- 
wards enabling  a  government  to  opprefs  the 
people,  or  to  diveft  them  of  their  liberties  and 
privileges  -,  and  by  fuch  armies  only  an  arbi- 
trary and  opprefTive  government  can  be  fup- 
ported.  It  was  not,  Sir,  by  an  army  entirely 
compofed  of  Roman  citizens  that  Julius  defar 
overturned  the  liberties  of  Rome  :  It  was  by  an 
arm.y  which  confifted,  in  a  great  meafure,  of 
the  inhabitants  of  thofe  countries  which  had 
been  conquered  by  the  Romans  ;  and  that  army 
was  commanded  chiefly  by  Romans  of  mean 
families,  or  fuch  as  depended  entirely  upon 
the  fortune  and  favour  of  their  general.  By 
fuch  an  army  it  was  that  Rome  was  brought 
into  flavery,  and  by  fuch  armies  the  Romans 
were  afterwards  held  in  flavery  •,  for  the  Roraan 
Vol.  XV.  A  a  '  Empe- 
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Emperors  had  always  great  bodies  of  Gauls^ 
Bat t avians y  Germans^  &c.  in  their  pay,  and  by 
their  means  they  kept  in  awe  fuch  of  the  i^^- 
man  armies,  as  afterwards  appeared  in  the  leaft 
incHned  towards  reiloring  the  Hberties  of  their 
country. 

'  At  this  day,  Sir,  the  arbitrary  and  tyranni- 
cal government  of  'Turkey  is  chiefly  fupported 
by  an  army  of  Janizaries  •,  an  army  of  men 
who  are  fo  far  from  having  any  relations  a- 
mong  the  people,  that  few  or  none  of  them 
know  who  were  their  parents,  or  what  country 
they  were  born  in.  And  in  our  neighbouring 
country  of  France^  we  know  that  they  have  al- 
ways great  bodies  of  foreign  troops  in  their 
pay,  who  have  no  relations  among  the  people 
of  France^  nor  any  knowledge  of,  or  concern 
for,  the  antient  form  of  government  in  that 
kingdom.  But  as  they  have  likewife  a  great 
army  of  natives,  and  that  army  generally  com- 
manded by  men  of  the  bell  families  of  the 
kingdom,  therefore,  tho'  their  prefent  form  of 
government  be  abfolute,  yet  it  is  not  fo  arbi- 
trary and  tyrannical  as  that  in  Turkey  •,  for  if 
their  government  fhould  begin  to  opprefs  the 
people  in  a  tyrannical  manner,  the  greateft 
part  of  the  native  French  officers  and  foldiers 
would  certainly  join  with  the  people,  and  would 
probably  get  the  better  of  fuch  a  government, 
tho*  fupported  by  all  the  foreign  troops  they 
have  in  their  pay  ;  fo  that  the  prefent  govern- 
ment of  France  may  be  properly  faid  to  be 
fupported  by  the  juftice  and  wifdom  of  its 
meafures,  rather  than  by  its  Handing  army,  or 
the  abfolutenefs  of  its  form  ;  and  while  the 
government  in  this  kingdom  follows  the  fame 
fort  of  meafures,  it  certainly  ought  to  be  fup- 
ported not  only  by  our  army,  but  alfo  by  our 
Parliament. 

'The 
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'  The  only  danger  therefore.  Sir,  we  are  ex- 
pofed  to  by  means  of  our  army  is,  leil  fome 
future  ambitious  King,  or  wicked  minifler, 
fliould  garble  our  army  fo  as  to  make  it  fit 
for  deilroying  the  liberties  of  the  people,  and 
fupporting  an  arbitrary  and  tyrannical  rule. 
This  is  a  danger  we  mufl  always  remain  ex- 
pofed  to,  as  long  as  we  keep  up  any  thing 
like  a  Handing  army  •,  but  this  is  a  danger 
which,  I  think,  we  are  fufficiently  guarded  a- 
gainft,  both  by  the  method  in  which  our  pre- 
fent  army  is  kept  up,  and  by  the  fmallnefs  of 
its  number.  As  our  prefent  army  is  kept  up 
only  from  year  to  year,  by  authority  of  Parlia- 
ment i  if  this  method  of  garbling  lliould  be 
begun  before  the  end  of  a  feffion  of  Parlia- 
ment, that  very  feflion  could,  and  certainly 
would,  not  only  take  notice  of  it,  but  con- 
trive fome  method  for  preventing  it ;  and  in 
this  the  Parliament  would  certainly  have  the 
concurrence  and  afliftance  of  every  gentleman 
of  the  army,  who  happened  then  to  have  the 
honour  of  being  a  member  of  either  houfe  ; 
for  as  they  would  probably  be  the  firfl  fuf- 
ferers  by  fuch  a  garbling,  they  would  be  thfe 
moft  forward  in  taking  meafures  to  prevent  iL 
Again,  if  this  garbling  fhould  not  be  begun 
till  after  the  feflion  of  Parliament  was  broke 
up,  it  muft  be  compleated  before  the  Lady-Bay 
following  -,  becaufe  all  the  gentlemen  of  fa- 
mily or  effate  who  m.ight  then  be  in  the  army, 
would,  after  the  Lady-Day  following,  certainly 
refufe  to  a6t  as  officers,  without  a  new  autho- 
rity from  Parliament  -,  and  if  all  the  officers  of 
diftindion  in  the  army  ffiould  be  turned  out  at 
once,  or  in  eight  or  nine  months  time,  they 
would  certainly  join  with  the  people  in  vindi- 
cating the  rights  of  their  country  ;  and  their 
fway  in  the  army  would  for  fame  time  after 
A  a  ^  *  their 


56  Parliamentary     A.  1738. 

'  their  difmifTion  remain  fo  confiderable,  that  in 
'  cafe  of  a  civil  war's  breaking  out,  which  would 
'  certainly  be  the  cafe  that  very  moment  the  go- 

*  vernment  pretended  to  continue  the  army  with- 
'  out  the  confent  of  Parliament,  mod  of  the  fol- 

*  diers  would  in  all  probability  defert  their  new 
^  officers,  in  order  to  follow  their  old  ;  by  which 
'  means  the  regular  troops  would  come  to  be  at 
'  leaft  equally  divided  ;  and  the  people,  with  the 
'  affiftance  of  one  half  of  the  army,  would  in  all 
'  human  appearance  get  the  better  of  the  other 
'  half,   which  remained  attached  to  the  govern- 

*  ment. 

'  But  fuppofe,  Sir,  fome  future  ambitious  King 
'  or   wicked   minifter   fhould   refolv^e   to    govern 

*  without  a  Parliament,  and  to  continue  the  army 
'  without  any  new  authority  from  Parliament ; 
'  and   likewife    fuppofe   that   that   army   Ihould, 

*  every  man  of  them,  officer  as  well  as  foldier, 
*•  remain  firmly  attached  to  the  government,  and 
.'  that  they  iliould  unanlmoufly  join  in  fupporting 

*  fuch  an  ufurped  and  tyrannical  power,   againfl 

*  thofe  effiDrts  which  would  certainly  be  made  by 
'  the  people,  for  recovering  the  liberties  and  con- 

*  ftitution  of  their  country  *,  yet  we  cannot  fup- 

*  pofe  that  a  body  of  18,000  of  the  beft  regular 
>  troops  that  ever  were  in  the  world,  would  be 

*  fufficlent  for  fupporting  a  government  againfl 

*  the  united  force  of  the  whole  people  of  Great 

*  Britain  \  for  though  a  fmall  number  of  regular 

*  well-difclplined  troops  may,  and  do  often,  get 

*  the  better  of  a  much  fuperior  number  of  militia, 
'  or  new-raifed  and  undifciplined  troops,  yet  we 

*  cannot  fuppofe  that  18,000  men  could  fland 
^  againfl:  fo  many  thoufands  of  good  men,  though 

*  not  experienced  foldiers,    as  could  be  brought 

*  againfl:  them  from  the  feveral  counties  of  Great 

*  Britain :  Even  fuppofe  they  fhould  get  the  bet- 

*  ter  at  the  two  or  three  firil  battles  or  rencoun- 

*  ters. 
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ters,  yet  their  enemies  would  improve  by  every 
defeat ;  fo  that,  as  the  Swedes  did  in  the  ]aft 
war  with  the  Mufcovites^  they  might  beat  their 
enemy  into  good  difcipline,  and  by  often  defeat- 
ing them,  might  teach  them  how  to  defeat  in 
their  turn. 

'  From  what  I  have  faid,  Sir,  it  muft  appear, 
that  our  conftitution  can  never  be  in  danger  of 
being  overturned  by  means  of  a  ftanding  army, 
conftituted  as  our  prefent  army  is,  and  not 
more  numerous  than  that  we  have  now  on  foot. 
Such  an  army  can  ferve  only  for  preferving  th^ 
conftitution  againft  fadion  and  difaffecflion,  and 
for  protecfting  the  people  againft  domeftick  ra- 
pines and  foreign  invafions.  This  naturally  leads 
me  to  confider  the  feveral  reafons  we  may  now 
have,  for  keeping  up  the  fame  number  of  regu- 
lar forces  we  have  at  prefent ;  and  as  I  have 
mentioned  difaffedion,  I  fhall  begin  with  that 
reafon,  which  proceeds  from  the  great  number 
of  difaffeded  perfons  we  have  ftill  the  misfortune 
to  have  amongft  us.  Suppofe,  Sir,  we  have  at 
prefent  nothing  to  fear  from  any  foreign  enemy, 
yet  it  cannot  be  faid  we  are  in  abfoJute  fecurity, 
or  that  we  have  nothing  to  fear.  There  is  one 
thing  I  am  ftill  afraid  of,  and  it  is,  indeed,  the 
only  thing,  I  think,  we  have  at  prefent  to  fear. 
Whether  it  be  proper  to  mention  it  upon  thit 
occafion,  I  do  not  know  :  I  do  not  know,  if  I 
ought  to  mention  it  in  fuch  an  aflembly  as  this : 
I  am  fure  there  is  no  neceftity  for  mentioning  it, 
becaufe  I  am  convinced  every  gentleman  that 
hears  me  is  as  much  afraid  of  it  as  I  am.  The 
fear  I  mean  is  that  of  the  Pretender  :  Every 
one  knows  there  is  ftill  a  Pretender  to  his  Maje- 
fty's  crown  and  dignity  ;  there  is  ftill  a  perfon' 
who  pretends  to  be  lawful  and  rightful  Sovereign 
of  thefe  kingdoms ;  and  what  makes  the  mif- 
fprtunc  much  the  more  conliderable,  there  are 
A  a  2  *  ftill 
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*  ftlll  a  great  number  of  perfons   in  thefe  king- 

*  doms  fo  much  deluded  by  his  abettors,  as  to 
^  think  in  the  fame  way.     Thefe  are  the  only 

*  perfons  who  can  properly  be  called  difaffedted, 
f-  and  they  are  ftill  fo  numerous  that,  though  this 

*  government  had  not  a  foreign  enemy  under  the 

*  fun,  the  danger  we  are  in  from  the  Pretender 

*  and  the  difafFedled  part  of  our  own  fubjeds,  is  a 

*  danger  which  every  true  Briton  ought  to  fear,  a 

*  danger  which  every  man  who  has  a  due  regard 

*  for  our  prefent  happy  eftablifhment,  will  certainly 

*  endeavour  to  provide  againft  as  much  as  he  can, 
^  This  is  a  fort  of  fear,  I  know.  Sir,   which  a 

*  gt"eat  many  amongft  us  endeavour  to  turn  into 

*  ridicule,  and  for  that  purpofe  they  tell  us,  that 

*  though  there  are  many  of  our  fubjefbs  difcon- 

*  tented  and  uneafy,  there  are  but  very  few  difaf- 

*  fec5led  ;  but  I  mud  beg  leave  to  be  of  a  difFe- 

*  rent  opinion  ;  for,  I  believe  moft  of  the  difcon- 

*  tents  and  uneafmefTes  that  appear  among   the 

*  people,  proceed  originally  from  difafFedlion.    No 

*  man  of  common  prudence  will  profefs  himfelf 

*  openly  a  Jacobite :    By  fo  doing  he  not  only 

*  may  injure  his  private  fortune,  but  he  muft  ren- 
^  der  himfelf  lefs  able  to  do  any  effedual  fervicpe 
'^  to  the  caufe  he  has  embraced  ;   therefore  there 

*  are  but  very  few  fuch  men  in  the  kingdom  : 

*  But  the  moft  numerous  and  the  moft  dangerous 

*  Jacobites  are  thofe  who  conceal  their  true  fenti- 

*  ments :  Men  who  are  Jacobites  in  their  hearts, 
«  but  pretend  to  be  great  friends  to  liberty,  and 

*  great  admirers  of  our  antient  conftitution  j  and 

*  who  under  this  pretence  are  every  day  endea- 

*  vouring  to  fow  difcontents  among  the  people, 

*  by  perfuading  them  that  the  conftitution  is  in 

*  danger,  and  that  they  are  unnecefiarily  loaded 

*  with  many  and  heavy  taxes.  Thefe  men  know 
*■  that  difcontent  and  difafFedtion  are  like  wit  and 

*  madnefs :  They  are  feparated  by  thin  partitions  5 

*  and 
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*  and  therefore  they  hope,  that  if  they  can  once 
'  render  the  people  thoroughly  dlfcontented,  it 
*'  will  be  eafy  for  them  to  render  them  dirafFe6led-. 
'  Thefe  are  the  men  we  have  moft  reafon  to  be 
'  afraid  of  -,  they  are,  I  am  afraid,  more  numerous 

*  than  moft  gentlemen  imagine,  and  I  wiiTi  I 
'  could  not  fay  they  have  been  lately  joined,  and 

*  very  much  aflifted  by  fome  gentlemen,  who,  I 

*  am  convinced,  have  always  been,  and  ftill  are, 
'  very  fmcere  and  true  friends  to  our  prefent 
^  happy  eftablifhment. 

'  By  the  acceffion  of  thefe  new  allies,  as  I  may 
'  juftly  call  them,  the  real  but  concealed  Jacobites 

*  have  fucceeded  even  beyond  their  own  expedla- 
'  tion  ;  and  therefore  I  am  not  at  all  afhamed  to 
'  fay  I  am  in  fear  of  the  Pretender :  It  is  a  dan- 
'  ger  I  fhall  never  be  afhamed  to  fay  I  am  afraid 
'  of;    becaufe  it  is  a  danger  we  fhall  always  be 

*  more  or  lefs  expofed  to,  and,  I  believe,  the  lefs 
'  number  of  regular  forces  we  keep  up,  the  more 
^  we  fhall  always  be  expofed  to  this  danger.  Yet 
^  I  would  not  have  gentlemen  to  conclude  from 
'  hence,  that  I  fhall  always  be  for  keeping  up  the 
'  fame  number  of  regular  forces  we  have  at  pre- 
'  fent :  The  number  of  Jacobites  will,  I  hope, 
'  be  daily  decreafing :  Thofe  who  have  been  bred 
'  up  in  fuch  principles,  and  are  therefore  govern- 
'  ed  by  the  prejudice  of  education,  will  die  away 
'  by  degrees,  and  fome  of  them  may  perhaps, 
'  by  the  force  of  their  own  understanding,  difco- 
'  ver  their  error  and  change  their  principles.  This 
■  is  a  neceffary  confequence  from  the  natural 
'  courfe  of  things  •,  and  I  muil  fay,  I  have  the 
'  fatisfac5lion  to  find,  that  few  of  the  rifing  gene- 
'  ration  are  in  the  lead  tainted  with  fuch  erroneous 
^  and  dangerous  principles.  In  a  fhort  time  there- 
^  fore,  I  believe,  we  may  with  fafety  give  the 
'  people  a  little  eafe,  with  refpecfl  to  the  annual 

'  publick   expence,    by   reducing  a  part   of  our 
A  a  4  *  army  ; 
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'  army  *,   but  to  make  any  redudion  at   prefent 

'  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  the  height  of  mad- 

*  nefs.  That  which  is  now  called  difcontent, 
^  would  then  appear  to  be  difaffedlion  -,  for  I 
'  fhould  expert  to  hear  of  the  Pretender's  ftan- 
^  dard's  being  foon  after  fet  up  in  feveral  parts  of 
'  the  ifland,  perhaps  in  every  one  of  the  three 
^  kingdoms. 

'  This,  I  fay.  Sir,  would  be  the  confequence  I 
'  fhould  exped  from  our  making  any  redudion, 

*  while  there  is  fuch  a  numerous  party  of  difaf- 

*  feded  amongft  us  ;  and  though  our  neighbours 
'  feem   all    to  be    our   good   friends   at   prefent, 

*  though  no  one  of  them  feems  to  have  any  im- 

*  mediate  defign  of  difturbing  the  tranquillity  we 
'  now  enjoy  •,  yet  if  this  fhould  be  the  cafe,  if 
'  the  difaffeded  at  home  fhould  begin  to  difturb 

*  our  tranquillity,  fome  of  our  foreign  neighbours 

*  would  probably  alter  their  behaviour  tov/ards 
^  us :  It  is  natural  for  rival  nations  to  foment  the 

*  divifions,  and  affifl  the  male-contents  of  one 
'  another.  If  there  were  no  difaffeded  party 
'  amongfi:  us,  or  if  that  party  were  inconfiderable, 

*  no  foreign  power  would  dare  to  invade  us  -,  be- 
'^  caufe  fuch  a  number  of  tranfport  fhips  as  is  ne- 
^  celHiry  for  invading  us  with  a  great  army,  could 
'  not  be  provided  v/ithout  our  being  advifed  of 
'  the  defign,  in  which  cafe  we  could  render  their 

*  defign  abortive  by  the  fuperiority  of  our  fleet  ; 
^  and  to  invade  us  fuddenly  with  a  fmali 
^  number  of  forces  could  do  us  little  or  no  mif- 
^  chief,    nor  could   it  do   our  enemies   any   fer- 

*  vice.  It  w-ould  be  like  roufing  a  lion  to  revenge 
^  by  the  prick  of  a  needle.     But  whilft  there  is 

*  fuch  a  confiderable  difaffeded  party  amongfi  us, 
*^  nothing  can  fecure  us  effedually  againfl  fmall 
'  and  fudden  invafions,  but  a  fufficient  number  of 
^  regular  forces  ready  to  march  at  an  hour's  warn- 

*  ing.     Five  or  fix  thoufand  men  may  be  em- 

'  barked 
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barked  in  fuch  a  fmall  number  of  ibips,  and  fo 
fpeedily,  that  it  is  impolTible  to  guard  again  ft 
it  by  means  of  our  fleet.  Such  a  number  may 
be  landed  in  fome  part  of  the  ifland,  before  we 
can  hear  of  their  embarkation  ;  and  if  fuch  a 
number  were  landed,  with  the  Pretender  at  their 
head,  there  is  no  queftion  but  that  they  would 
meet  with  many,  efpecially  the  meaner  fort,  to 
join  them.  In  fuch  a  cafe,  we  could  not  march 
our  whole  army  againft  thofe  invaders  and  their 
affiftants  •,  becaufe,  if  we  fhould  draw  all  our 
regular  forces  away  from  the  other  parts  of  the 
kingdom,  the  difaffeded  would  rife  in  every 
county  fo  left  deftitute  of  regular  troops  ;  and 
the  rebels  being  thus  in  pofleflion  of  many  parts 
of  our  fea  coafts,  would  be  continually  receiving 
fupplies,  by  fingle  fhips,  from  thofe  who  had 
at  firft  invaded  us. 

'  Thus,  Sir,  a  civil  war,  at  leaft,  would  be 
entailed  upon  us,  and  might  continue  for  feveral 
years.  The  government  might  probably,  by 
good  luck  and  good  management,  get  the  better 
at  laft  •,  but  it  would  ^ot  be  without  danger, 
and  would  certainly  put  the  nation  to  a  much 
greater  expence,  than  it  could  be  put  to  by 
keeping  up  a  fmall  number  of  additional  troops 
for  many  years,  I  may  fay  for  many  ages.  A- 
gainft  this  danger  there  is  no  poflible  way  of 
guarding  abfolutely,  but  by  keeping  up  fuch  a 
number  of  regular  troops,  as  that  we  may  fpare 
to  fend  6  or  7000  of  them  againft  any  fmall 
and  fudden  invafion  that  can  be  made  upon  us, 
and  yet  leave  in  every  other  part  of  the  king- 
dom, efpecially  the  moft  difaffedled,  a  number 
fufficient  for  preventing  the  defigns  of  thofe 
who  want  only  an  opportunity  for  rifing  in  arms 
againft  the  government ;  and  for  this  purpofe, 
confidering  the  number  of  the  dlfafl^edted  wc 
have  ftill  the  misfortune  to  have  amongft  us,  I 
3  '  niuft 
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*  muft  think  18,000  is  the  fmalleft  number  we 

*  can  in  common  prudence  keep  up  ;  for  we  muft 

*  always  keep  5  or  6000  about  our  capital,  other- 

*  wife  our  government  might  be  in  danger  of  be- 

*  ing  difpoflefled  of  the  capital,  by  which  means 

*  our  fleet  might  be  turned  againft  us  -,  and  I  am 

*  fure  5  or  6000  more,  is  the  fmalleft  number 
^  that  can  be  thought  neceflary,  for  being  difper- 
*^  fed  in  the  feveral  parts  of  the  kingdom,  in  order 

*  to  keep  the  difaffeded  in  obedience. 

'  This,  I  fay.  Sir,  is  the  fmalleft  number,  we 

*  can  in  common  prudence  propofe  to  keep  up, 

*  as  long  as  there  is  fuch  a  confiderable  difaffedled 

*  party  amongft  us  j  but  when  that  party  is  en- 
'  tirely  evanifhed,  as  I  hope  it  will  in  a  few 
'  years,  we  ihall  then  have  no  occafion  for  regular 

*  troops  in  any  part  of  the  kingdom,  for  keeping 

*  the  difafFec5led  in  awe  ;  we  fhall  have  no  occa- 

*  fion  for  any  more  than  are  neceflary  for  guard- 

*  ing  our  capital,  and  for  aflifting  the  civil  ma- 
*■  giftrate  in  putting  the  laws  in  execution  againft 

*  Smugglers  and  other  criminals  •,  for  both  which 
^  purpofes  12,000  may,  I  believe,  be  found  fully 

*  fufficient. 

'  I  know.  Sir,  it  may  be  faid,  that  as  long  as 

*  his  Majefty  poflefles  the  affedions  of  the  gene- 

*  rality  of  the  people,   which  I  hope  he  always 

*  will,  we  may  truft  to  our  militia,  for  defending  us 
'  againft  any  fmall  and  fudden  invafion,  and  like- 
^  wife  for  defending  us  againft  any  infurredion,  as 
'  well  as  for  enabling  the  civil  magiftrate  to  put 

*  the  laws  in  execution  againft  all  forts  of  crimi- 
'  nals.  For  my  part,  I  can  freely  declare,  that  I 
'  wifti,   as  much   as  any  man  can  do,    that  we 

*  could  put  fo  much  truft  in  our  militia,  as  to 

*  have  no  occafion  for  regular  troops  •,  and  with 

*  regard  to  defending  us  againft  foreign  invafions, 

*  I  believe  we  might  put  our  truft  in  our  militia, 

*  if  our  foreign  neighbours  had  nothing  but  mi- 

'  htia 
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litia  to  bring  againft  us  ;  for  our  men  are  natu- 
rally as  brave  as  any  of  their  neighbours,  they 
always  fhew'd  themfelves  fo,  when  neither  of 
us  had  any  thing  elfe  but  militia  to  truft  to. 
But  now,  that  our  neighbours  have  large  bodies 
of  regular  well-difciplined  troops,  it  would  be 
madnefs  in  us  to  put  our  whole  truft  in  our  mili- 
tia ;  for  by  experience,  in  all  countries  we  find, 
it  is  impoflible  to  make  militia  any  thing  near 
equal  to  regular  troops.  The  Polijh  militia 
were  formerly,  and  I  believe  are  ftill,  as  good  a 
militia  as  any  militia  in  the  world.  Whilft  the 
Mufcovites  brought  nothing  but  militia  againft 
them,  we  find  the  Poli/h  troops  were  always 
much  fuperior  to  the  Mufcovite^  fo  much,  that 
in  former  times,  we  find  a  fmall  body  of  the 
former,  have  put  to  rout  great  armies  of  the 
latter ;  but  the  Mufcovites  have  now  fdWtn  into 
the  way  of  keeping  up  a  great  army  of  regular 
well-difciplined  troops,  and  late  experience  has 
fhewn  us  how  much  inferior  the  Polijh  militia 
is  to  the  Mufcovite  regular  troops  ;  for  in  the 
late  war  which  happened  upon  the  eledion  of 
this  prefent  King  of  Poland^  the  PoliJJj  militia 
could  never  once  make  any  tolerable  ftand 
againft  thofe  regular  troops,  that  were  fent  from 
Mufcovy  to  fupport  the  prefent  King  of  Poland's 
eledion.  In  all  the  other  countries  of  Europe^ 
we  find  it  is  the  fame  -,  and  in  this  country  I  am 
convinced,  we  fhould  find  it  to  our  coft,  if  we 
had  nothing  but  militia  to  fend  againft  any  body 
of  regular  troops,  that  might  cliance,  by  efca- 
ping  our  fleet  at  fea,  to  land  in  this  ifland  ;  for 
which  reafon,  as  long  as  our  neighbours  keep 
up  fuch  large  bodies  of  regular  tioops,  I  fhall 
always  be  againft  trufting  entirely  to  our  militia, 
for  our  defence  againft  foreign  invafions. 
*  Even  as  to  defending  us  againft  infurredions, 
and  enabling  the  civil  magiftrate  to  execute  the 

'  laws 
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laws  again  ft  criminals,  I  do  not  know.  Sir, 
if  it  would  be  proper  to  put  our  v/hole  truft 
in  our  militia.  During  the  late  rebellion  we 
faw  how  little  truft  we  could  put  in  our 
militia.  I  hope  it  will  not  be  pretended  that 
that  infurredlion  was  general,  or  that  it  was 
favoured  by  any  great  part  of  the  people ; 
and  yet  that  fmall  number  of  men,  which 
were  gathered  together  from  one  corner  of 
the  ifland  only,  would,  I  am  afraid,  have 
made  themfelves  mafters  of  the  whole,  if  we 
had  then  had  nothing  but  militia  to  fend  againft 
them.  Then  as  to  enabling  the  civil  magiftrate 
to  execute  the  laws  againft  criminals,  I  am  fure 
there  never  was  a  time  when  there  was  lefs  rea- 
fon  than  there  is  at  prefent,  to  fay  our  militia  is 
fufficient  for  this  purpofe.  In  moft  of  our  ma- 
ritime counties,  I  do  not  know  but  that  the  mi- 
litia w^ould  prote6l  the  fmugglers,  inftead  of 
bringing  them  to  juftice  ;  In  fome  counties  the 
militia  would,  I  fear,  deftroy  the  turnpikes,  in- 
ftead of  aftifting  to  apprehend  thofe,  who  do 
in  a  riotous  manner  deftroy  them  •,  and  in  every 
county,  I  am  convinced,  the  militia  would  pro- 
ted  the  illegal  retailers  of  fpirituous  liquors,  in- 
ftead of  proteding  thofe  who  ferve  the  publick 
by  informing  againft  them. 
'  From  thefe  confederations,  Sir,  I  am  convin- 
ced, a  ftanding  army  is  abfolutely  neceftary,  at 
leaft  at  prefent,  for  protecting  us  againft  foreign 
invafions,  and  domeftick  infurredions,  and  for 
enabling  the  civil  magiftrate  to  execute  thofe 
laws,  which  have  been  thought  highly  neceflary 
by  all  the  branches  of  our  legiflature  ;  and  for 
thefe  ends  I  cannot  think,  that  a  lefs  numerous 
ftanding  army  than  we  now  have,  could  be  fuf- 
ficient ;  at  leaft  I  cannot  think  fo,  as  long  as  we 
have  fo  formidable  a  difafFeded  party  amongft 
us.  A  ftanding  army,  or  fuch  a  one  as  we  have  at 

*  prefent. 
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'  prefent,  may  perhaps  be  an  evil.  I  fhall  even 
■^  grant  it  is  an  evil,  becaufe  it  muft  always  be  ex- 
'  penfive  to  the  people  •,  but  it  is  an  evil  which 
'  we  ought  to  fi-ibmit  to,  for  the  fake  of  avoid- 

*  ing   a  greater  ;    and  as  I  am  of  opinion,  and 

*  have,  I  think,  clearly  fhewn,  that  a  ftanding  ar- 

*  my,  conftituted  as  our  prefent  is,  and  not  more 
'  numerous,  cannot  be  in  the  lead  dangerous  to 
'  our  conftitution  or  liberties  •,  therefore  I  muft 
'  think,  we  ought  the  more  willingly  to  fubmit 


The  next  fpecch  is  that  which  was  made  by 
IFilliam  Pulteney^  Efq;  who  fpoke  to  the  follow- 
ing effed,  viz. 

'  Mr.  Speaker, 
'  Sir,  As  my  principles  are  well  known,  as  I  ^^\* ^*-';' 
'  have   always   declared  myfelf  of  Whig  princi- "'"^ '  ^^ 
'  pies,  therefore  I  fhall  take  the  liberty  to  fpeak 
'  with  the  more  freedom  upon  the  queftion  now 
'  before  us  •,  and,  indeed,  upon  the  prefent  occa- 
"^  fion,  I  think  myfelf  under  a  fort  of  neceflity 

*  not  only  of  fpeaking,  but  of  fpeaking  freely  ; 

*  becaufe  I  find  thofe  very  fears  which  were  the 
'  occafion  of  our  late  happy  Revolution,  are  now 

*  made  ufe  of  as  arguments  for  leading  us  into 

*  meafures,  which  muft  neceflarily  difappoint  its 

*  eiFed.  For  recovering  our  religion  and  liberties, 
'  or  at  leaft  for  delivering  them  from  the  dangers 
^  they  were  then  expofed  to,  our  anceftors  ven- 

*  tur'd  their  lives  and  fortunes  under  the  glorious 

*  and  fuccefsful  banners  of  the  Prince  of  Orange. 

*  For  fecuring  thofe  liberties  in  time  to  come,  the 

*  Prince  of  Orange  was  advanced  to  our  throne^ 

*  and  for  the  fame  end  our  prefent  Royal  Family 
'  was  eftablifhed.  This  is  the  end  we  have  had 
^  in  view  ever  iince  the  Revolution :  This  is  the 

*  end  which  I  Ihali  always  have  in  view;  and 

'  there- 
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therefore  I  can  never  allow  the  apprehenfions  of 
arbitrary  power  from  one  man,  to  grow  fo  pre- 
valent with  me^  as  to  induce  me  to  be  for  any 
meafure  that  may  probably  fubjedl  this  nation, 
fome  time  hereafter,  to  the  arbitrary  power  of 
another  •,  for  if  our  liberties  are  to  be  deftroyed, 
it  (Ignifies  nothing  to  me,  whether  they  are 
to  be  deftroyed  by  a  Richard^  a  John^  or  a 
'Thomas  -,  I  am  fure  they  can  never  be  in  any 
danger  from  George, 

'  If  I  were  fure.  Sir,  that  the  cuflom  of  keep- 
ing up  a  ftanding  army  in  time  of  peace, 
would  come  to  an  end,  as  foon  as  it  fhall 
pleafe  God  to  vifit  this  nation,  by  taking  his 
prefent  Majefty  from  us,  I  fhould  be  very  cafy, 
even  though  our  army  were  much  more  nume- 
rous than  it  is  ;  but  as  I  know  that  the  cuftoni 
in  one  reign  is  generally  made  a  precedent  for 
the  next,  and  as  experience  has  fhewn  us  that  a 
ftanding  army  is  an  evil  more  apt  to  grow  than 
decreafe,  therefore  I  fhall  never  be  for  keeping 
up  a  greater  number  of  regular  troops  than  (hall 
at  the  time  appear  abfolutely  neceflary.  I  know 
there  are  fome  gentlemen,  who  upon  the  pre- 
fent, and  many  former  occafions,  have  argued 
for  the  neceflity  of  keeping  up  a  ftanding  army 
in  time  of  peace,  and  yet  pretend  to  be  proud 
of  being  thought  Whigs  ;  but  I  likcwife  know, 
that  a  change  in  a  man's  circumftances  has 
often  produced  a  change  in  his  fentiments  ;  and, 
indeed,  I  am  furprized  to  find  that  any  man, 
who  has  read  the  writings  of  fome  of  our  moft 
eminent  Whigs  in  former  reigns,  can  pretend 
to  call  himfelf  a  Whig,  or  that  he  is  governed 
by  Whig  principles,  and  yet  at  the  fame  time  de- 
clare for  keeping  up  a  numerous  ftanding  ar- 
my in  this  ifland,  at  a  time  when  we  are  in 
the  moft  profound  tranquillity  both  abroad  and 
at  home.     A  numerous  ftanding  army,  an  ar- 

'  my 


A.  1738.        DEBATES.  367 

*  my  of  men  depending  upon  the  King  only,  for 

*  their  bread  as  well  as  their  preferment,  has  al- 

*  ways    been    deemed    inconfiftent    with    liberty. 

*  This  has  been  the  language  of  Whigs  ever 
'  fince  the  name  was  known  ;  this  has  always 
'  been  the  language  of  thofe  who  were  in  times 

<  paft  the  glorious  fupporters  of  liberty  ;  the  con- 

*  trary  dodlrine  was  never  till  of  late  years  pro- 

*  fefl'ed  by  any  but  courtiers,  and  the  corrupt  ad- 

*  vocates  for  arbitrary  power.      Corrupt,    Sir,    I 

*  may  furely  call  them ;    for  in  favour  of  fuch 

*  a  caufe,    I  am  certain,    no  man  would  argue 

*  without  a  fee. 

'   From  all  hiftories,  both  antient  and  modem, 

*  we  fhall  find,  that  {landing  armies  have  been 

*  the  deftrudion  of  liberty  -,  and  from  the  hiftory 

<  of  our  own  we  may  fee,  how  apt  a  ftanding  ar- 

*  my  is  to  increafe.  Before  the  reign  of  King 
«  Charles  II.  no  King  of  England  had  fo  much  as 
'  a  regiment  of  guards,  they  had  no  guards  but 

*  the  gentlemen  penfioners  •,    and   though    King 

*  Charles  II.  upon  his  Reftoration,  eftablifhed  but 

*  two  regiments  of  guards,  one  of  foot,  and  an- 
'  other  of  horfe,  or  rather  fome  troops  of  horfe, 

*  yet  the  Whigs  of  thofe  days  (notwithftanding 
'  the  unfettled  ftate  the  nation  was  in,  and  the 
'  many  Republicans  and  Republican  foldiers  were 

*  then  known  to  be  in  the  kingdom)  found  great 

*  fault  with  that  eftablifhment,  and  looked  upon 

*  it  as  an  innovation  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of 
'  the  nation.     But  thefe  two  regiments  are  now 

*  increafed  to  an  army  of  18,000  men;  and  even 

*  the  mod  zealous  Whigs  of  this,  which  is  but  the 

*  next  fucceeding  age,  feem  to  be  willing  to  fub- 

*  mit  to  the  keeping  up  of  12,000.    For  my  part, 

*  Sir,  I  muftconfefs,  that  I  think  even  12,000  too 

*  great  a  number  to  be  kept  up  in  time  of  peace, 

*  and  fhould  look  upon  it  as  extreamly  dangerous, 

*  if  it  were  to  be  eftablifhed  as  a  maxim,  that  it 

'  would 
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'  would  always  be  neceflary  for  us  to  keep  up 
'  fuch  a  number  ;  therefore,  though  I  may  now 
'  argue  for  no  greater  reducfliun  than  what  has 

*  been  propofed,  I  hope  it  will  not  be  from  thence 
'  inferred,  that  I  fhall  always  be  for  keeping  up 
'  that  number. 

'  Even  12,000  regular  forces  may,  in  my  opl-^ 
'  nion^  be  dangerous,  efpecially  if  the  keeping  up 
'  of  that  number  fhould  be  attended  with  an  utter 

*  negled  of  military  difcipline  among  the  reil  of 

*  our  people  •,  but  18,000  of  fuch  forces  is,  I 
'  think,  a  number  which  is  abfolutely  inconfiftent 

*  with  our  conftitution  j  for  no  man  can  fay  our 
'  conftitution  is  fecure,  when  it  is  in  the  power  of 

*  the  court  to  overturn  it  at  any  time  they  have  a 
'  mind  -,  and  confidering  the  circumftances  the  na- 
'  tion  is  now  in,  confidering  that  our  militia  is  re- 
'  duced  to  the  loweft  contempt,   that  there  is  no 

*  arms,  nor  any  knowledge  of  military  difcipline 
'  among  our  people,  that  there  is  no  great  family 
'  in  the  kingdom  that  has  any  military  depen- 
'  dence,  or  is  in  poflefTion  of  any  magazine  of 
'  arms,  I  will  be  bold  to  fay,  that  18,000  regular 
'  troops,  devoted  to  a  court  fadion,  will  not  only 
'  enable  that  fadlion  to  overturn  the  liberties  of 

*  their  country,  but  will  be  fufficient  for  fupport- 
'  ing  the  arbitrary  power  they  have  eftablifhed. 

*  In  all  countries  we  find,  that  the  keeping  up  of 
'  ftanding  armies,  debafes  the  fpirit  and  courage 

*  of  the  reft  of  the  people :  In  this  country  it  has 
'  already  had  fome  effed,  and  that  efFed  will 
'  grow  ftronger  and  more  general  every  day.     If 

*  an  ambitious  or  oppreflive  court,  fupported  by 
'  18,000  regular,  mercenary  troops,  ftiould  begin 
'  to  govern  without  any  Parliament,  and  to  make 

*  his  Majefty's  proclamation  carry  the  force  of  a 
'  law,  nothing  but  a  military  oppofition  could  be 

*  made  to  them,  and  no  fuch  oppofition  can  be 
'  made  without  a  previous  concert,  and  great  pre- 

'  parationi 


A.  1738.        DEBATES.  36^ 

'  paratlon  ;  for  as  no  fingle  man  in  the  kingdonl 
^  has  now  any  number  of  followers  he  can  de- 

*  pend  on,  nor  any  quantity  of  arms,  for  arming 

*  thofe  that  may  follow  him  from  pure  inclination^ 
*■  therefore  no  confiderable  body  of  men  could  af- 

*  fcmble    together   in  arms  in  any  part   of  the 

*  kingdom  againft  an  eftablifhed  government,  nor 
^  can  any  one  man,    no  nor  any  half  dozen  of 

*  the  beft  families  in  the  kingdom,  propofe  to 
'  bring  fuch  a  thing  about  with  any  probability  of 

*  fuccefs ;  for  a  general  concert  might  probably 

*  be  difcovered  before  it  could  be  brought  to  the 

*  execution,    and  if  any  private  man  fhould  be- 

*  gin  to  provide  himfelf  with  a  quantity  of  arms, 

*  the    government    might   probably    hear  of  it, 

*  and  would  not  only  feize  upon  his  arms,  but 

*  might  make  it  a  fufficient  proof  for  convidting 

*  him  of   high   treafon.     In  our  prefent  circum- 

*  dances   therefore,    it  cannot  be   expeded  that 

*  fuch  a  government  would  meet  with  any  oppo- 

*  fition,  but  from  mobs  and  fudden  tumultuous 

*  ailemblies,  and  one  fquadron  of  dragoons,  or 
'  two  or  three  companies  of  foot,  will  always  be 
^  fufficient  for  difperfing  any  fuch  tumultuous  af- 

*  fembly,    efpecially  after  our  people  have  been 

*  rendered  more  daftardly  than  they  are  at  prefent, 

*  by  a  long  difufe  of  arms,  and  by  having  been 
'  long  accuftomei  to  be  bullied  and  cow'd  by 
'  parties  of  regular  troops. 

'  From  reafon  therefore.  Sir,  and  the  nature  of 

'  things,    I  muft  conclude,    that    18,000  regular 

'  troops  will  be  fufficient  for  eftablilhi ng  and  fup- 

'  porting  arbitrary  power  in  this  kingdom,  when- 

'  ever  our  government  has  a  mind  -,  and  in  this 

'  opinion  I  am  ftrongly  fortified  by  experience.     I 

^  believe  there  was  never  in  any  country  a  more 

*  illegal,  a  more  arbitrary,  or  a  more  unpopular 
'  government,  than  that  of  Oliver  Cromwell ;  yet 

*  that  government  was  fupported  till   his  death. 
Vol.  XV.  B  b  ^  by 
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«  by  an  army  not  much  greater  than  what  we 
'  have  now  on  foot ;  for  when  he  died,  his  army 

*  amounted  to  but  27,060  men  •,  and  the  fame  fort 

*  of  government  would  probably  have  been  re- 

*  eftabliihed  under  fome  other  general,  if  a  part 

*  of  the  army  itfelf  had  not  joined  in  reftoring 

*  King  Charles  II.     If  then,  at  that  time,  27,000 

*  men  were  found  fufficient,    when  a  great  part 

*  of  our  people  were  not  only  accuftomed  to  arms, 

*  but  bred  to  adion,  what  may  not  18,000  now 

*  do,  after  our  people  have  been  for  fo  long  bred 

*  up  in  a  total  difufe  of  arms,  and  hardly  any 

*  man  in  the  kingdom,  except  a  few  in  our  army, 

*  that  ever  faw  an  engagement  ?  From  the  hifto- 

*  ries  of  other  countries  we  may  learn  the  fame 

*  fort  of  experience.     Julius  Cafar  conquered  the 

*  world  with  an  army  not  much  fuperior  to  what 

*  we  have  now  on  foot ;  for  it  is  reckoned  he  had 

*  but  about  22,000  men,  when  he  fought  the  bat- 
'  tie  of  Pharfalia  ;  and  both  in  France  and  Spain 

*  we  (hall  find  that  the  armies  which  firft  eftablifh- 

*  ed  that  arbitrary  power  which  now  fubfifts  in 

*  each,  were  not  a  great  deal  more  numerous, 
'  than  the  ftanding  army  now  kept  up  in  this 
'  ifland. 

*  But,  Sir,  if  it  could  be  fuppofed  that  our 
'  prefent  number  of  regular  troops  would  not  be 
'  fufficient  for  enabling  our  government  to  aflume 

*  an  arbitrary  power,  or  for  fupporting  them  af- 
'  ter  they  have  done  fo,  may  not  our  prefent 
'  army  be  eafily  increafed  to  near  double  the  num- 
'  ber,  long  before  the  people  could  take  any  eifec- 

*  tual  meafures   to   prevent  it?    Confidering   the 

*  number  of  regiments  we  have,    the  few  com- 

*  panies  we  have  In  each  regiment,  and  the  few 
^  private  men  in  each  company,  it  might  be  vaftly 

*  increafed  in  a  few  days,  by  adding  only  a  fev/ 
'  private  men  to  each  company  •,  and  an  old  corps 
.'  with  a  few  recruits  added  to  it,  will  always  be 

2  '  much 
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*  much  better  than  a  new-ralfed  regiment.     Be- 

*  fides.  Sir,  let  us  confider,  that  we  have  12,000 
«  in  Ireland^  which  might  be  fpeedily  increafed  to 

*  18,000,  and  as  the  government  has  a  power  of 

*  calling  what  number  of  them  over  they  pleafe 

*  upon  any  emergency,  or  any  pretended  dan- 
'  ger,  they  might  at  any  time  bring  over  from 

*  thence  7  or  8000  men,  and  yet  leave  a  fufficient 
'  number  there  for  keeping  that  ifland  in  fubjec- 

*  tion  :  To  which  let  us  farther  add,  that  our 
'  government  has  an  unlimited  power  to  call  in 
'  foreign  troops,  without  confent  of  Parliament, 
'  whenever   they   fhall  pleafe  to   fay  the  prefent 

*  eftablifhment  is  in  danger  •,  which  power  would 
'  certainly  be  made  ufe  of,  and  thofe  troops  land- 
'  ed,  or  ready  to  land,  before  fuch  a  government 

*  would  openly  declare  their  intentions,  or  take 
'  any  dired  ftep  for  overturning  our  conftitu- 
'  tion  ;  becaufe  thofe  mercenary  foreigners,  when 
'  landed,  would  be  a  check  upon  fuch  of  our  own 

*  troops,  as  might  retain  any  yearnings  towards 

*  their  native  country. 

'  From  thefe  confiderations.  Sir,  I  think  I  may 
'  juftly  conclude,  that  whilft  our  government  is 
'  provided  with  a  (landing  army  of  18,000  men, 
'  conftituted  as  our  army  now  is,  that  is,  depend- 
'  ing  entirely  upon  the  King  for  their  preferment, 

*  and  with  refpedt  to  moft  of  them  1  may  add, 

*  for  the  daily  bread  they  eat,  I  fay,  whilft  this  is 
'  the  cafe,  I  may  juftly  conclude,  that  the  fecur 
'  rity  of  our  liberties  and  properties  does  not  de- 
'  pend  upon  our  conftitution,  but  upon  the  mo- 
'  deration  of  our  court,  and  the  honour  of  our 
'  army.  As  to  the  moderation  of  our  court,  I 
'  fhall  alvvays,  during  his  prefent  Majefty's  reign, 
'  have  a  great  dependence  upon  it  •,  but  as  to  the 
'  honour  of  our  army,  whatever  good  opinion 
'  I  may  have  of  thofe  gentlemen  who  are  at 
'  prefent  the  officers  of  our  army,   I  hope  they 

B  b  2  «  wiJi 
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'  will  excufe  me  if  I  fay,  that  I  fhall  never  chufe 
'  to  have  my  life,  my  liberty,  or  my  eftate,  de- 
'  pending  upon  the  honour  of  any  army  what- 

*  ever.     Gentlemen  of  good  families  and  eftates 

*  may,  I  know,  be  more  depended  on  than  thofe 
'  who  are  foldiers  of  fortune  only  ;  but  in  all 
'  thofe  countries  which  have  been,  or  ever  were 

*  obliged  to  fubmit  their  necks  to  the  yoke,  there 
'  were  gentlemen  of  good  families  and  eftates  who 

*  joined  in  putting  that  yoke  upon  them.     There 

*  were  many  gentlemen  of  the  beft  families  in 
'  Rome,  who  were  officers  in  Julius  defar's  army. 
'  Both  in  France  and  Spain  a  great  many  of  their 
'  nobility  joined  with  their  kings  in  eftablifhing 

*  arbitrary  power.  Even  in  Oliver  Cromwell's  ar- 
'  my  there  were  many  gentlemen  of  good  families 
'  and  eftates,  who  went  as  plumb  into  all  his 
'  meafures,  as  any  foldier  of  fortune  that  was  in 

*  it.    In  fuch  fchemes  gentlemen  are  embarked  by 

*  degrees,  without  forefeeing  the  confequences, 
'  and  having  once  expofed  themfelves  to  thejuf- 

*  tice  of  the  laws,  they  chufe  to  make  their  coun- 
'  try  fubmit  to  the  party  they  have  efpoufed,  ra- 
'  ther  than  truft  themfelves  to  the  mercy  of  that 
'  party  which  they  muft  look  upon  as  their  ene- 
'  mies. 

'  I  know.  Sir,  the  behaviour  of  our  own  army 
'  at  the  Revolution  may  be  brought  as  an  exam- 
'  pie,  how  much  the  honour  of  an  army  com- 

*  manded  by   gentlemen    of  families  and  eftates 

*  may  be  depended  on  ;  but  it  is  but  one  to  hun- 

*  dreds  of  examples  that  may  be  brought  to  the 
'  contrary  ;  and  though  I  would  not  willingly  de- 
'  trad  in  the  leaft  from  the  fame  and  character  of 
'  any  of  thofe  brave  officers,  to  whofe  unprece- 
'  dented  honour  we  owed  our  prefervation  at  that 

*  time,  yet  I  muft  fay  that,  if  the  unfortunate 
*•  King  James  had  put  as  much  truft  and  confi- 
'  dence  in  the  officers  of  his  army,  as  he  did  in 

*  his 
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'  his  priefts,  fome  of  them  would  not  perhaps 
'  have  behaved  fo  honourably  as  they  did  •,  but 

*  they  all  faw,  that  if  they  enabled  him  to  efta- 
'  bliih  the  arbitrary  power  he  intended,  the  King's 
'  priefts,  and  not  the  King's  officers,  would  be 
'  the  minifters  of  that  arbitrary  power,  and  they 

*  had  (ten  in  that  fliort  reign  too  many  fwatches 
'  of  prieftly  infolence,  to  chufe  to  aflift  in  lodg- 
'  ing  any  fort  of  arbitrary  power  in  the  hands  of 

*  fuch  minifters.  Even  this  would  not  perhaps 
'  have  prevailed  with  many  of  them,  to  run  the 
'  rifk  of  deferting  the  army  they  belonged  to, 
*-  if  they  had  not  had  a  good  army  of  regular, 
'  veteran  troops  to  repair  to  *,    nor  would  both 

*  have  produced  the  efFe6l,  which  the  whole  na- 

*  tion,  and  even  moft  of  the  army  wifhed  for,  if 
'  their  King  had  at  the  beginning  fhewed  either 
'  fpirit  or  good  condudl ;  for  with  all  thefe  temp- 

'  tations  it  was  fo  long  before  any  of  the  troops       , 

'  went  over  to  King  JVilliam^  that  fome  of  the       ^ 

*  Dutch    generals    propofed    re-imbarking    their 

*  troops,  and  leaving  thofe  to  bemoan  the  lofs  of 
'  their  liberties,  who  then  feemed  to  have  neither 

*  honour  nor  courage  to  join  in  defending  them. 

*  The  example,    therefore,   of  our  army  at  the 

*  Revolution,  is  an  example  we  can  no  way  de- 

*  pend  on  •,  becaufe  if  ever  our  liberties  fhould 
**  again   be  brought  into  danger  by  means  of  a 

*  ftanding  army,  'tis  a  million  to  one,  that  ever 

*  fuch  a  number  of  favourable  incidents  fhould 

*  again  concur,  for  encouraging  our  officers  and 
'  foldiers,  or  rather  for  enabling  them  to  behave 

*  as  they  ought  *,  for  whatever  may  be  an  officer 
'  or  foldier's  inclination,  it  is  no  eafy  matter  for 

*  him  to  defert  from  a  difciplined  army  regularly 

*  encamped  ;  and  it  is  ftill  more  unfafe  for  liim  to 

*  divulge  his  thoughts  while  he  remains  in  that 
^  army. 

B  b  3  *  This 
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'  This  leads  me.  Sir,  to  confider  another  point 
which   muft  make  our  dependence  upon  the 
honour  of  our  army  flill  more  precarious:  for 
it  is  not  their  honour  only  we  mufl  depend  on, 
but  their  courage,  or  rather  their  refolution  to 
become  martyrs  for  the  liberties  of  their  coun- 
try.    The  martial  law  is  fo  very  expeditious 
and  fevere,  that  officers  and  foldiers  dare  not 
communicate  their  thoughts  to  one  another,  if 
they  are  any  way  inconfiflent  with  the  orders 
they  have  received  -,  and  therefore  I  am  furpri- 
zed  to  hear  it  faid,  that  officers  v/ould  not  obey 
their  orders,   if  our  army  ihould  be  kept  up 
after  Lady-Day  without  a  new  authority  from 
Parliament.     In  fuch  a  num.erous  army  as  ours 
is,  there  will  always  be  a  great  number  of  offi- 
cers and  foldiers,  who  will  be  willing  to  obey 
any  orders   the   government  pleafes   to   iffi^ie ; 
thefe  will  be  known  to  one  another,  and  known 
to  the  government;  becaufe  the  favourites  of 
an  eftabliilied  government,  may  fafely  commu- 
nicate their  thoughts  to  one  another.     If  any 
officer  fliould  upon  the  firft  ftep  towards  arbi- 
trary power,  refufe  to  obey  the  orders  he  had 
received,   he  would  be   immediately   arrefted, 
and  brought  before  a  court  martial  of  fuch  offi- 
cers as  the  government  could  depend  on ;  by 
them  he  would  be  tried,  by  them  he  would  be 
condemned,  and  in  purfuance  of  their  fentence 
he  would  be  fhot,  notwithftanding  their  having 
no  authority  for  fo  doing  by  the  Jaws  of  their 
countiy.     This  would  be  an  example  for  the 
reft,  and  tho'  the  majority  of  them  might  in 
their  private  thoughts  condemn  this  procedure, 
yet  for  want  of  knowing  one  another's  fenti- 
ments,  it  would  be  impoffible  for  them  to  af- 
ford one  another  any  relief;  fo  that  contrary  to 
their  private  opinion,   contrary  to  what  they 
thought  their  duty,  they  would  all  be  obliged 

'  to 
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'  to  fubmit,  and  become  the  tools  of  arbitrary 

*  power;  for  in  this  cafe,  no  officer  would  be 
'  allowed  to   refign   his  commiffion,    and  if  he 

*  ihould  pretend  to  throw  it  up,  it  would  be 
'  look'd  on  as  a  defertion,  for  which  he  would 
'  certainly  be  condemned  to  die  by  a  proper  court 
'  martial.  Thus  every  officer,  by  its  not  being 
^  poffible  for  him  to  know  the  private  fentiments 
'  of  the  other  officers,  would  be  reduced  to  this 
'  fatal  dilemma,  either  to  make  a  facrifice  of  his 
'  honour  for  the  prefervation  of  his  life,  or  to 
'  make  a  tame  facrilice  of  his  life  for  the  prefer- 
'  vation  of  his  honour;  v/hich  is  the  cafe  of  all 
'  arbitrary  governments;  for  fuch  a  government 
'  is  never  fupported  by  the  numbers  of  its  friends, 

*  but  by  the  impoffibility  its  enemies  are  always 
^  under  of  knowing  one  another. 

'  Thus  it  muft  appear.  Sir,  that  our  army, 
'  without  any  garbling,  may  be  forced  to  fupport 
'  the  meafures  of  the  court,  even  againft  their 

*  own  inclinations,  and  againft  the  laws  of  their 

*  country ;  and  from  what  I  have  faid  it  will,  I 

*  think,  alfo  appear,  that  an  army  of  18,000  men, 

*  (if  they  keep  firm  to  the  court  either  through 

*  fear  or  inclination)  will  be  fufficient  not  only 
'  for  enabling  the  court  to  eftablifh  arbitrary 
^  power,  but  for  fupporting  and  executing  that 
'  arbitrary  pov/er  after  it  is  eftablifhed.  But  this 
'  method  of  eftablifhing  or  executing  arbitrary 

*  power,  is  what  no  court  will  chufe,  as  long  as 
'  they  can  eftablifh  and  execute  it  in  a  method 
'  fully  as  inconfiftent  with  the  fpirit  of  our  con- 
'  ftitution,  but  more  confonant  to  its  external 
'  form,  I  mean  that  of  having  a  Parliament  as 
'  well  as  an  army  entirely  devoted  to  its  will, 

*  and  always  ready  to  obey  its  commands.  If 
'  ever  this  fhould  happen,  our  conftitution  would 
'  be  as  abfolutely  deftroyed  as  if  we  had  no  Par- 
'  iiament  at  all,  our  King  would  be  as  arbitrary, 

B  b  4  *  and 
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and  might  reign  as  tyrannically,  with  the  aiTif- 
tance  and  approbation  of  his  Parliament,  as 
ever  any  of  the  Roman  Emperors  did,  with  the 
affiftance  and  approbation  of  their  fenate. 
*  This,  Sir,  is  now  ©ur  greateft  danger;  for 
the  civil  lift  has  of  late  years  been  fo  vaftly  in- 
creafed,  and  fo  many  new  pofts  and  employ- 
ments, of  all  fizes  and  degrees,  have  been  cre- 
ated, that  I  am  afraid  it  may  be  in  the  power 
of  fome  future  King  to  make  fuch  an  ufe  of  tlic 
civil  lift,  and  the  difpofal  of  thefe  pofts  and 
employments,  as  to  have  always  a  m.ajority  in 
each  hoijfe  that  will  approve  of  every  court 
meafure,  and  always  vote  according  to  court 
inftrudions  •,  and  furely,  the  more  numerous 
our  army  is,  the  more  we  muft  be  expofed  to 
this  danger;  becaufe,  as  our  army  is  conftituted 
at  prefent,  the  more  numerous  it  is,  the  more 
commiffions  or  pofts  and  employments^^  will 
the  King  always  have  to  difpofe  of. 
^  When  gentlemen  fay.  Sir,  that  a  commiffion 
in  the  army  will  not  induce  a  man  of  family 
and  fortune  to  give  his  vote  for  any  meafure 
that  may  appear  opprefTive,  or  for  any  thing 
that  may  evidently  tend  towards  the  overthrow 
of  our  conftitution,  they  feem  to  forget  the  ufe 
of  Parliaments,  and  to  fuppofe  that  the  people 
cannot  be  opprefTed,  nor  the  conftitution  overr 
turned,  but  by  meafures  which  diredlly  and 
evidently  tend  to  that  purpofe.  I  muft  thercr 
fore  beg  leave  to  explain  a  little  the  bufmefs 
and  duty  of  Parliament,  from  whence  it  will 
appear,  that  the  people  may  be  opprefTed,  and 
our  conftitution  overturned,  without  any  fuch 
dired:  and  open  meafures.  It  is  the  duty  of 
Parliament  to  punifh  or  remove  minifters,  if 
they  lead  the  King  into  any  vacked  or  ridicu- 
lous meafures:  It  is  the  bufmefs  of  Parliament 
to  pafs  fuch  laws,  as  may  be  neceflary  for  the 

^  fecurity 
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fecurity  of  our  conftitution  ♦,  and  to  agree  to 
none  that  may  be  hurtful  to  it,  or  opprefTive 
upon  the  people :  It  is  the  bufinefs  of  Parlia- 
ment to  grant  money  for  the  fupport  of  our 
government,  and  proteftion  of  our  people ;  but 
it  is  the  duty  of  Parliament  not  to  grant  more 
than  is  abfolutely  necefTary  for  that  purpofe ;  to 
fee  what  they  grant  properly  and  regularly  ap- 
plied i  and  to  examine  ftridly  into  all  publick 
accounts.  It  is  the  bufinefs  of  Parliament  to 
punifli  judges  and  magiilrates,  who  fhall  wrefl 
the  laws  for  the  oppreflion  or  murder  of  the  in- 
nocent ;  and  to  fee  that  every  perfon  employed 
in  the  execution  of  our  laws  does  his  duty.  It 
is  the  bufinefs  of  Parliament  to  examine  into 
every  grievance  the  people  complain  of,  to  give 
them  proper  redrefs,  and  to  puniih  the  authors. 
And  it  is  the  bufinefs  of  Parliament  to  punifh 
criminals,  who  by  their  power  or  their  cunning 
might  otherwife  evade  the  punifhment  due  to 
their  crimes.  This  is  the  bufinefs  and  duty  of 
Parliament.  While  the  members  all  vote  in 
every  one  of  thefe  cafes  without  any  bias,  our 
conftitution  will  remain  entire;  but  if  ever  a 
majority  of  each  houfe  fhould  in  all  or  moft  of 
thefe  cafes  be  biafiTed  by  the  fears  of  lofing  the 
poft  or  penfion  they  have,  or  the  hopes  of  get- 
ting one,  or  a  better  than  they  have,  our  con- 
ftitution will  then  be  undone. 
'  Now,  Sir,  fuppofe  a  ridiculous  negotiation, 
or  deftrudtive  treaty,  ftiould  be  brought  before 
Parliament  for  their  approbation  or  cenfure, 
would  not  the  fear  of  lofing  a  good  commiffion 
in  the  army,  or  the  hopes  of  getting  a  better, 
make  even  a  gentleman  of  family  and  fortune 
approve  of  what  he  would  not  have  otherwife 
approved  of?  Would  it  not  even  bias  his  judg- 
ment, or  rather  blind  his  underftanding,  and 
1^  prevent  his  feeing  that  ridiculoufnefs,   or  de- 

'  ftrud:ivenefs. 
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flmdivenefs,  which  every  unbiafTed  man  might 
eafily  perceive  ?  And  can  we  fiippofe  that  any 
man  who  had  approved  of  what  was  done, 
would  agree  to  puniili  or  remove  the  minifter 
that  did  it  ?  Thus  the  nation  might  come  to  be 
ruined  at  home,  and  rendered  contemptible  a- 
broad,  without  its  being  in  the  power  of  the 
people  to  get  that  redrefs  from  Parliament, 
which  they  ought  to  have,  and  which  they  will 
always  meet  with,  as  long  as  our  conftitution  is 
entire. 

'  Suppofe  again,  Sir,  that  upon  the  pretence  of 
fome  little  enormity,  a  law  Ihould  be  brought 
into  Parliament,  by  fome  of  the  minifters,  or 
fome  of  their  favourites  or  tools,  w^h'ich  might 
greatly  contribute  towards  di farming  the  peo- 
ple, increafmg  the  power  of  the  crown,  or  en- 
abling minifters  to  manage  and  dire6V  elections , 
would  not  the  fear  of  lofing  a  good  commifTion 
in  the  arm.y,  or  the  hopes  of  getting  a  better, 
prevent  a  man's  feeing  the  danger  of  fuch  a  law, 
or  make  him  think  it  was  im.pofTible  to  put  a 
flop  to  the  enormity  by  any  other  method  ? 
And  yet  every  unbiafTed  man  in  the  kingdom 
might  be  fenfible  of  the  danger  of  fuch  a  law, 
and  likewife  that  the  enormity  might  be  pre- 
vented without  our  fubjediing  ourfelves  to  any 
fuch  danger.  Suppofe  a  motion  fhould  be 
made  in  Parliament  for  infpefling  the  publick 
accounts ;  or  for  enquiring  into  the  management 
of  fome  publick  officers,  or  into  the  procedure 
of  fome  of  our  magiilrates  or  judges ;  might 
not  the  hopes  of  getting  or  the  fears  of  lofing  a 
ccmmilTion  in  the  army,  perfuade  a  man  that 
no  fuch  infpe6lion  or  enquiry  was  necelTary,  or 
that  it  ought  to  be  made  in  fuch  a  method,  or 
by  fuch  men,  as  would  certainly  render  it  alto- 
gether ineffecSlual  ?  Suppofe  a  gentleman  who 
had,  perhaps,  by  an  honourable  behaviour,  in- 

'  curred 
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*  curred  the  difpleafure  of  the  King  or  his  mini- 

*  flers,  fhoiild  be  accufed,  and  brought  to  be  tried 
'  in  Parhament,  for  fome  heinous  crime  or  high 

*  mifdemeanour ;  might  not  the  hopes  of  getting 

*  or  the  fears  of  lofing  a  commifTion  in  the  army, 

*  prevail  with  a  man  to  think  that  a  full  proof, 

*  or  that  evidence  a  good  evidence,  which  no 
'  honefl  unbiafled  jury  in  England  would  admit 

*  of?  As  to  the  very  cafe  now  before  this  houfe : 

*  I  think  it  is  generally  admitted  that  no  greater 
'  army  ought  to  be  kept  up  than  what  is  abfo- 
'  lutely  nccelTary  for  the  fafety  of  the  nation  % 
^  but  might  not  the  hopes  of  getting  or  the  fear 
^  of  lofing  a  good  commifTion  in  the  army,  con- 

*  vince  a  man  that  a  much  greater  number  was 
'  neceffary  for  that  purpofe,  than  any  unbiafTcd 
'  man  could  think  fo  ?  Thus  our  people  might 
'  be  loaded  with  an  unneceffary  expence,  and  our 
^  liberties  expofed  to  a  danger,  very  real,  but 
'  quite  unneceffary,  and  that  by  authority  of  Par- 

*  liament. 

'  In  all  thefe  cafes.  Sir,  a  man's  judgment  is 

*  to  be  depended  on  as  well  as  his  honour,  and 
'  whatever  dependence  we  may  have  upon  the 
'  latter,  we  can  have  no  dependence  upon  the 
'  former,   in  any  cafe  where  felf  is  concerned; 

*  efpecially  in  a  cafe  of  great  intricacy,  or  fuch  as 
'  requires  great  knowledge  and  experience,  as 
'  well  as  a  clear  head  and  an  honeft  heart ;  and  if 
'  in  every  one  of  thefe  cafes  a  man's  judgment 
'  may  be  biaffed  by  a  commifTion  in  the  army, 
'  furely  it  cannot  be  faid  but  that  a  gentleman  of 
'  family  and  fortune  may,  by  means  of  a  com- 
'  mifTion  in  the  army,  be  induced  to  give  his 
'  vote  for  what  is  really  opprefTive  or  dangerous 
'  to  our  conflitution,  though  it  may  not  at  the 
'  time  appear  fo  to  him.     No  free  government 

*  was  ever  attempted  to  be  overturned  by  a  direct 

*  and  open  attack,  nor  does  the  moil  arbitrary 

'  government 
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government  opprefs  the  people  In  general,  or 
any  one  man  in  particular,  without  fome  plaufi- 
ble  pretence  ;  for  which  reafon,  if  the  judgment 
of  our  members  of  Parliament  does  not  remain 
unbialTed,  as  well  as  their  hearts  uncorrupted, 
our  conftitution  may  be  overturned  as  effedually 
as  ever  any  free  conftitution  was,  and  our  peo- 
ple oppreiled  as  heavily  as  the  people  can  be 
under  the  moft  abfolute  and  arbitrary  govern- 
ment. 

'  But  the  greateft  misfortune  is,  Sir,  that  by 
thefe  means,  even  an  honeft  man  may  at  laft  be 
brought  to  vote  both  again  ft  his  confcience  arid 
honour  •,  for  by  being  often  mifted,  and  thereby 
expofmg  himfelf  to  the  refentment  of  his  coun- 
try, he  is  at  laft  brought  under  the  fatal  necefti- 
ty  of  voting,  without  regard  or  referve,  for 
every  meafure  that  may  be  neceflary  for  fupport- 
ing  the  party  he  has  efpoufed,  in  order  to  pro- 
ted  himfelf  againft  the  refentment  of  an  injured 
and  enraged  people.  In  fuch  circumftances, 
even  an  honeft  man  originally,  may  be  brought 
to  embrace  that  dodrine  which  has  been  often 
inculcated  in  former  times,  ^at  the  people  of 
this  country  are  fo  ftuhhorn  and  unrul\\  there  is 
no  pojfihility  of  governing  them  hut  by  arbitrary 
power.  This  is  a  dodrine,  I  fay,  which  has 
been  often  inculcated  in  former  reigns  -,  but  it 
never  was  inculcated  by  any  but  a  weak  or  op- 
preftive  government  ;  and  from  the  beginning 
of  our  hiftory  to  this  very  day,  it  will  appear, 
the  people  of  England  never  complained  with- 
out juft  caufe,  nor  ever  had  recourfe  to  violent 
meafures,  as  long  as  there  were  any  hopes  of 
obtaining  redrefs  by  peaceable  and  legal  means  : 
Yet  when  this  dodrine  begins  to  be  fupported 
and  enforced  by  a  man's  perfonal  fafety,  he 
may  probably  embrace  it,  and  then,  indeed,  he 
may   fupport  the  government's  meafures  with 

'  alacrity  ♦, 
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<  alacrity  ;  but  it  cannot  then  be  faid,  he  fupports 

*  the  prudent  and  wife  meafures  of  the  govern- 
'  ment  againft  factious  complaints  and  oppofitions 

*  in  Parliament ;  it  muft  be  faid,  he  fupports  the 

*  oppreflive  meafures  of  a  court  fadlion,    againft 

*  the  fenfe  and  the  feeling  of  the  whole  nation. 

'  This  is  an  efFed,  Sir,  we  have  to  fear,  and 
'  this  is  an  efFedt  we  can  never  be  expofed  to,  but 

*  by  keeping  up  a  numerous  ftanding  army   in 

*  time  of  peace  ♦,  for  if  our  King  fhould  by  any 
'  other  means  get  the  abfolute  diredlion  of  both 

*  houfes  of  Parliament,  it  would  be  a  breach  of 
'  our  conftitution,  which  would  be  immediately 

*  felt  by  the  whole  people,  and  as  foon  as  they 

*  felt  it,  they  would  repair  it  by  fome  means  or 

*  other.     Nothing  could  prevent  their  repairing 

*  it,  but  a  ftanding  army  fufticient  for  fupporting 
'  the  court  and  its  penfionary  Parliament,  againft 

*  the  utmoft  efforts  of  the  people. 

'  Having  thus,   I  think,   clearly  fhewn,   that 

*  the  keeping  up  a  ftanding  army  of  18,000 
'  men  in  this  ifland,  may  be  of  the  moft  dan- 

*  gerous  confequence  to  our  conftitutlon,  I  ftiall 
'  next  confider  the  neceflity  we  are  now  under  for 

*  keeping  up  fuch  a  number  •,    but  firft.   Sir,   I 

*  ftiall  take  fome  notice  of  our  militia,  notwith- 

*  ftanding  its  being  now  in  fuch  a  contemptible 

*  ftate,  that  'tis  worth  no  man's  while  to  take  no- 

*  tice  of  it  •,  and  notwithftanding  my  being  con- 

*  vinced  that  it  will  be  growing  more  and  more 

*  contemptible  every  day  ;  for  while  our  govern- 

*  ment  has  a  ftanding  army   to   truft   to,    I  am 

*  afraid  they  will  endeavour  to  render  our  militia 

*  more  and  more  contemptible,  in  order  to  make 

*  a  ftanding   an^ny   the   more   neceftary,    and   to 

*  make  their  dependence  upon  that  army  the 
'  more  fafe  and  infallible.  However,  Sir,  not- 
'  withftanding  the  prefent  contemptible  ftate  of 

*  our  militia,  I  j;m  ftill  of  opinion,  that  it  might 

*  be 
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be  made  a  good  militia  ;  nay,  I  am  convinced 
that  by  proper  regulations  it  might  in  a  few- 
years  be  made  as  good  as  any  regular  troops 
that  have  never  been  in  adion  ;  for  with  re- 
fpe6t  to  difcipline  and  the  ufe  of  arms,  I  cannot 
look  upon  our  prefent   ftanding  army  as  any 
thing  elfe  but  a  well  difciplined  militia :  There 
are  but  few  of  the  officers  and  foldiers  that  have 
ever  been  in  adtion,  and  fuch  as  have,  might  be 
incorporated  with  the  militia  ;  fo  that  I  can  fee 
no  reafon,  why  our  militia  might  not,  in  a  few 
years,  be  made  as  good  as  our  prefent  regular 
troops  can  be  fuppofed  to  be.     In  time  of  war, 
indeed,  it  would   be  neceflary  to  have  regular 
regiments,  and  to  give  pay  both  to  the  officers 
and  foldiers  of  thofe  regiments  ;  but  at  the  end 
of  the  war,  all  fuch  regiments  ought  to  be  dif- 
banded  and  incorporated  witb  our  militia  ;  and 
proper  care  taken  to  provide   handfomely  for 
thofe  officers  and  foldiers,  who  could  not  pro- 
vide for  themfelves.     By  this  means,  even  our 
militia  would  always   have  a  great  number  of 
veteran    foldiers    among    them,    which   would 
make  thofe  foldiers  of  much  more  fervice  to 
their  country,  and  much  lefs  expenfiVe  or  dan- 
gerous,   than  when  kept  in  feparate  corps  by 
themfelves,  according  to  our  prefent  method. 
*  We  are  not  to  judge  of  militia,  Sir,  or  of 
the  fervice  they  might  be  made  fit  for,  by  the 
militia  of  any  country  in  Europe^  or  by  the  ren- 
counters   that    have   lately    happened   between 
them    and   regular  troops  ;    becaufe   in  all  the 
countries  of  Europe  they  now  keep  up  large  bo- 
dies of  regular  troops,  and  for  that  reafon  neg- 
ledt  their  militia  almoft  as  much  as  we  do.  Even 
'  in  Poland  they  have  for  many  years  kept  up  a 
'  regular  army,  which  has  of  courfe  made  their 
militia  much  worfe  than  it  ufed  to  be  -,  and  in 
•  the  late  war  between  one  party  in  that  kingdom 

»  '  and 
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'  and  the  Mufcovites^  about  the  prefent  king  of 
'  Poland's  eiedtion,  it  is  no  wonder  they  made  fo 
'  little  ftand  againfl  tht Mufcovite  troops-,  for  tho" 
^  they  had  had  as  much  courage  and  as  much 
^  difcipline  as  ever,  they  could  not  have  propofed 
*■  to  hold  out  againft  the  other  party  of  their  own 

*  people,  affifted  by  the  whole  power  of  the  Rtif- 
'  Jian  empire,  and  the  eledorate  of  Saxony^  efpe- 
'  cially  after  they  found   they  could  exped   no 

*  eiFedual  afliftance   from  any  power   on  earth. 

*  And  in  this  country,  furely  v/e  are  not  to  judge 

*  of  what  our  militia,  by  proper  regulations  and 

*  good  difcipline,  may  be  brought  to,  from  any 

*  thing  that  happened  during  the  late  rebellion  ; 

*  when  our  militia  was  In  aimoft  as  bad  a  ftate  as 

*  it  is  at  prefent ;  and  when  they  had  a  regular 

*  army  to  truft  to  for  their  defence  ;  for  though 
'  our  militia  had  then  been  as  good  as  ever,  we 

*  cannot  wonder  at  a  militia's  refufing  or  avoiding 

*  to  fight,    when  they  pay  others   to  fight  for 

*  them. 

'  I  can  have  no  notion,  Sir,  that  the  putting  a 
^  red  coat  upon  a  man,  and  maintaining  him  at 

*  the  publiclc  expence,  will  make  him  naturally  a 
'  braver  man,  or  a  better  foldier,  than  he  that 
'  wears  a  blue  or  grey  coat,  and  fupports  himfelf 

*  by  his  own  labour  ;  and  I  am  fure  there  is  no 
'  fuch  myftery  in  military  difcipline,  efpecially 
^  that  part  of  it  which  belongs  to  a  common  fol- 
'  dier,  as  to  make  it  necefTary  for  a  man  to  fpend 
'  his  whole  time  In  learning  and  exercifing  it ; 

*  therefore,    I  am    of  opinion,    that    our   militia 

*  might  eafily  be  made  to  anfwer  all  thofe  good 
'  ends,  for  which  a  {landing  army  can  In  time  of 
'  peace  be  faid  to  be  necefTary ;  and,  in  order  to 
'  give  a  reafon  for  my  opinion,  I  fhall  beg  leave 

*  to  examine  every  one  of  thefe  ends  particularly. 

'  I  think.  Sir,  the  firft  and  chief  end  that  has 
'  been  mentioned  is,  that  of  defending  us  a  lainfl 

'  foreign 
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foreign  invafions.  Every  one  knows  that  our 
chief  defence  againft  foreign  invafions  ought  al- 
ways to  confift  in  the  fuperiority  of  our  fleet  t 
While  we  have  a  fleet  fuperior  to  any  that  can 
be  fent  againft  us,  it  has  been  granted  we  can- 
not probably  be  invaded  by  a  great  army,  or  by 
any  number  of  troops,  but  fuch  as  may  be  fud- 
denly  embarked,  and  without  any  previous  pre- 
paration, which  can  never  exceed  4  or  5000 
men  j  and  if  18,000  regular  troops  of  our  own 
are  not  fuflicient  for  overturning  our  liberties, 
and  eftablifhing  arbitrary  power,  with  the  af- 
flftance  of  one  of  the  branches  of  our  legifla- 
ture,  which  muft  always  have  a  great  party  in 
the  kingdom,  befides  thofe  of  the  army,  what 
could  we  have  to  fear  from  4  or  5000  fo- 
reigners ?  Suppofe  18,000  fuch  troops  were 
landed  upon  us,  may  not  I  ufe  the  fame  argu- 
ment that  gentlemen  have  done  with  refpedl  to 
our  own  army  ?  Suppofe  thefe  foreign  troops 
were  the  beft  in  the  world,  and  that  we  had  not 
a  regular  regiment  in  the  kingdom,  yet  they 
could  not  ftand  againft  the  many  thoufands  of 
good  men,  though  no  experienced  foldiers,  that 
could  be  brought  againft  them  from  the  feveral 
counties  of  Great  Britain :  Might  not  they,  as 
well  as  fo  many  regular  troops  of  our  own,  beat 
our  people  into  good  difcipline,  and  by  often 
defeating  them,  teach  them  at  laft  how  to  de- 
feat in  their  turn  ? 

*  This  argument.  Sir,  will  certainly  hold  good 
In  the  one  cafe  as  well  as  the  other  j  but  I  am 
far  from  admitting  it  as  an  argument  in  either. 
On  the  contrary,  I  am  of  opinion,  that  18,000 
regular  troops  of  our  own  will  be  fufficient  for 
deftroying  our  liberties,  whenever  our  court 
ftiall  pleafe  to  make  ufe  of  them  for  that  pur- 
pofe ;  and  the  keeping  up  of  fuch  a  ftand- 
ing  army,  and  encouraging  a  negledt  of  arms 

'  and 
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and  military  difcipline  among  the  reft  of  our 
people,  will  not  only  expofe  us  to  be  invaded, 
but  may  be  the  caufe  of  our  being  conquered  by 
fome  foreign  neighbour,  as  happened  formerly 
to  the  P,oma?i  empire.  If  we  neither  kept  up, 
nor  put  our  truft  in  any  ftanding  army,  we 
would  be  obliged  to  improve  the  natural  cou- 
rage of  our  men  in  general,  by  training  them  up 
from  their  infancy  to  the  ufe  of  arras  •,  and  in 
that  cafe,  40,000,  nay  60,000  of  the  beft  re- 
gular troops  in  the  world,  though  all  fafely 
landed,  would  have  very  little  probability  of 
fuccefs.  But  if  a  ftanding  army  be  kept  up, 
and  the  reft  of  our  people  bred  up  from  their 
infancy  to  be  frightned  out  of  their  wits  at  the 
report  of  a  mufquet,  the  drawing  of  a  fword, 
or  the  name  of  a  foldier,  15,000  foreign  vete- 
ran troops,  fafely  landed,  might  probably  con- 
quer the  ifland  ;  for  15,000  veterans  might  de- 
feat 18,000  regular  troops  that  have  never  (^tn 
adion  ;  and  if  our  ftanding  army  were  once 
cut  off,  the  reft  of  our  people  would  tamely 
fubmit,  becaufe  of  their  having  neither  courage, 
fkill,  nor  arms,  to  defend  thernfelves. 

*  Thus,  Sir,  even  fuppofe  we  had  no  difaffecfl- 
ed  party  amongft  us,  the  keeping  up  of  a  ftand- 
ing army  is  more  likely  to  bring  us  into  the  dan- 
ger of  being  conquered  as  well  as  invaded  by 
foreigners,  than  to  defend  us  againft  it  ;  and 
though  a  ftanding  army,  and  a  Parliament  de- 
pending entirely  upon  the  will  of  our  Sovereign 
i  which,  as  I  have  ftiewn,  may  probably  be  the 
confequsnce  of  a  ftanding  army)  may  prevent 
our  people  from  fnewing  or  declaring  openly 
their  difaffe(5lion,  till  a  proper  opportunity  of- 
fers *,  yet  the  taxes  and  other  inconvcniencies 
they  muft  be  fubjected  to  by  means  of  that  ar- 
my, and  the  general  fufpicion  of  our  conftitu- 
tion's  being  deftroyed,   or  at  leaft  in  danger,   by 

Vol.  XV.  C  e  'the 
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'  the  keeping  up  of  fuch  an  army,  will  increafc 
'  the  difafFedlion,  and  will  always  afford  a  great 
'  temptation  for  invading  us.      In  fuch  a  fitua- 

*  tion,  whatever  our  government  may  pretend, 
'  they  will  certainly  be  fenfible  of  their  danger  ; 
^  and  therefore  will  never  dare  to  vindicate  the 
'  honour,  or  afiert  the  rights  of  the  nation,  a- 
'  gainft  any  foreign  power  that  fhall  pleafe  to  in- 

*  iult,  or  incroach  upon  us,  left  by  fo  doing  they 

*  fhould  ftir  up  that  foreign  power  to  play  the 

*  Pretender  upon  us. 

*  I  fhall  grant.  Sir,  the  partitions  between  dif- 

*  content  and  difaffedion  are  but  thin  ;  the  for- 
'  mer  may,   and,   if  not  removed  in  time,  cer- 

*  tainly  will  at  laft  deviate  into  the  latter.     This  is 

*  what  ought  to  be  particularly  taken  notice  of, 

*  by  all  thofe  who  are  true  friends  to  our  prefent 

*  happy  eftablifhment  j  and  therefore  they  ought 

*  all  to  join  in  proper  meafures  for  removing  thofe 
'  difcontents,  before  they  deviate  into  difafFedion ; 

*  which,  I  am  fure  is  not  to  be  done  by  continu- 

*  ing  thofe  very  meafures,  which  were  the  caufc 
^  of  fuch   difcontents.      That  there  are  dlfcon- 

*  tents  in  the  nation,  and  that  thefe  difcontents 
'  are  too  general-,  every  man  mufl  grant ;   but  no 

*  man  can  pretend,  that  the  number  of  real  Jaco- 
'  bites,  I  mean  fuch  as  are  governed  by  the  ridi- 

*  culous  and  exploded  principles  of  pafTive-obedi- 
'  ence  and  non-refiftance,  is  any  way  confiderable. 
'  To  pretend  that  our  difcontents  proceed  ori- 
'  ginally  from  difaffedlion,  is  a  pretence  that  will 
^  always  be  fet  up  by  thofe  who  are  the  authors 

*  of  fuch  difcontents  ;  but  it  would  be  ImpofTible 

*  for  the  Jacobites,    were  they  much  more  nu- 

*  merous  than  they  are,  and  much  more  eloquent 

*  than   I  could  ever  fufped  them  to  be,  to  per- 

*  fuade  the  people  in  general,  that  our  conftitution 

*  is  in  danger,  or  that  we  are  unneceflarily  load- 

*  ed  with  many  and  heavy  taxes,  if  there  were  no 

'  ground 
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'  ground  for  fuch  infinuations.  To  pretend  fo, 
'  is  an  accufing  of  the  people  of  Great  Britain  in 

*  general,  of  a  v^ant  of  common  fenfe,  and  I  fhall 

*  always  very  much  fufpe(5t  the  common  fenfe  as 
'  well  as  the  common  prudence  of  thofe,  who 
'  load  the  people  of  Great  Britain  in  general  with 

*  any  fuch  accufation.  They  would  adt  morepru- 
^  dently,  and  I  am  fure  more  for  the  fervice  of 

*  his   Majefty   and   our   prefent  happy   eftablifh- 

*  ment,  if  they  would  give  up  their  particular 
'  opinion  to  that  which  they  find  to  be  the  gene- 

*  ral,    and  by    different   meafures   endeavour   to 

*  eftablifh  a  different  opinion  among  the  genera- 
'  lity  of  their  countrymen.     The  affedions  of  the 

*  people  in  general  is  the  only  certain  fecurity  our 

*  prefent  Royal  Family  can  have  to  depend  on. 

*  If  they   fhould   give  up  this  fecurity  for  the 

*  fake  of  having  a  numerous  {landing  army  to 
'  depend  on,  their  fecurity  would  be  much  more 
'  precarious ;  for  a  cunning  and  difobliged,  or 
'  ambitious  general,  with  a  part  of  the  army,  and 
^  the  majority  of  the  people  of  his  fide,  may 
'  make  fuch  a  change  in  our  government  as  beffc 
'  fuits  with  his  private  revenge  or  ambition  •,  and 
'  the  prefervation  of  the  form  of  government  thea 
'  in  being,  or  the  Royal  Family  then  upon  the 
'  throne,  will  probably  be  inconfiilent  with  both. 
'  Of  all  forts  of  dependencies,  that  upon  a  fland- 
^  ing  army  is  the  mofl  precarious.  How  many 
'  of  the  Roman  Emperors  do  we  find  murdered  by 
^  their  own  armies  ?  How  many  revolutions  have 
'  been  occafioned  in  Turkey  by  their  Janizaries? 

'  And  in  this  kingdom,  did  not  our  army  in  King 
^  Charles  Ps  reign,  turn  that  very  Parliament  out 
'  of  doors,  which  raifed  them  ;  and  did  not  one 
'  fingle  General  of  that  army  afterwards  overtura 
'-  the  government  which  the  army  had  fet  up,  and 
^  reflore  King  Charles  II. 

C  c  2  *  From 
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*  From  all  which  it  muft  appear,  that  the  keep- 

*  ing  up  of  a  {landing  army  in  time  of  peace,  is    ' 

*  a  very  improper  method  for  fecuring  us  againft  , 
'  invafions,  that  it  will  rather  increafe  than  dimi-  ' 
'  nifh  the  difafFedled  party  we  may  now  have  the 

'  misfortune  to  have  amongft  us,  and  that  it  is 

*  the  moft  precarious  fecurity  our  prefent  Royal 

'  Family  can  have  to  depend  on.  Then,  Sir,  ' 
'  as  to  infurredions,  it  is  certain,  that  if  our  mi-  ^ 
'  litia  were  well  armed,   and  properly  difciplined, 

*  we  could  never  be  in  danger  of  any  infurredlion, 

*  as  long  as  the  King  enjoys  the  hearts  and  affec-  ' 
'  tions  of  the  people  in  general  •,    for   no   man 

'  will  ever  venture  his  life  and  fortune,  by  rifing 
'  in  arms  againft  an  eftablifhed  government,  un- 

*  lefs  he  is  fully  afTured,  that  a  great  majority  of 

*  the  people  are  of  his  fide,  or  that  thofe  who 
'  are  againft  him  have  neither  courage  nor  flcill  to 

*  defend  themfelves.  The  fate  of  the  late  rebel- 
'  lion  will  be  a  fufficient  bar  to  any  fuch  attempt 
'  for  the   future  ;    for  though  we  had  not  then 

*  had  a  regular  regiment  in  the  kingdom,  yet  If 
'  our  militia  had  been  in  good  order,  and  well  dif- 

*  ciplined,  we  could  foon  have  raifed  fuch  a  num- 

*  ber  of  troops  in  the  fouth  parts  of  Britain^  as  I 
'  would  have  brought  that  handful  of  rebels  to 

*  the  fate  they  defervedly  met  with.  The  only 
'  danger  we  v/ere  then  in,  was  owing  to  our  having 

'  for  many  years  before  intirely  negledled  our  mi-  1 
'  litia,  or  rather  endeavoured  to  render  them  ufe-  I 

*  lefs  and  contemptible,  by  putting  them  under 
'  the  command  of  perfons  of  no  credit  or  charac- 

*  ter  ',  and  this  error  we  have  fince  been  fo  far 
'  from  amending,  that  we  have  every  day  funk 

*  deeper  in  it,   which  I  fhall  not  fay  has  been  done 

*  with  any  defign  of  rendering  the  keeping  up  of 
'  a  ftanding  army  the  more  neceftary. 

'  But,  Sir,  if  we  ftill  go  on  in  the  fame  error, 

*  if  we  continue  to  negled   our  militia,  and  to 

'  nut  I 
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'  put  our  whole  truft  in  a  ftanding  army,  our 

•  King  may  enjoy  the  hearts  and  affedlions  of  the 

•  generality  of  the  people,  and  yet  fall  a  facrifice 
'  to  the  unjuft  refentment  of  his  army  •,  for  in  all 

•  countries  where  a  (landing  army  is  kept  up, 
'  thofe  very  meafures  and  qualities  which  ferve  to 
'  endear  a  King  to  the  generality  of  his  people, 
'  may  probably  expofe  him  to  the  hatred  and  con- 

•  tempt    of  a   ftanding  army.     In  all  countries 

•  where  a  ftanding  army  has  been  long  kept  up, 
'  and  the  reft  of  the  people  bred  up  to  a  total  dif- 
'  ufe  of  arms,  the  gentlemen  of  the  army  are 
'  apt  to  begin  to  look  upon  themfelves,  not  as 
'  the  fervants,  but  as  the  lords  and  mafters  of  the 
'  people  *,  therefore  they  are  apt  to  take  fuch  li- 
'  berties  with  the  people  as  ought  not  to  be  in- 
'  dulged  in  any  fociety  ;  and  If  the  King,  by  an 
'  equal  and  impartial  diftribution  of  juftlce,  Hiouid 
'  take  care  to  prevent  or  put  a  ftop  to  their  taking 
'  any  fuch  liberties,  they  will  probably  think  he 
^  does  them  injuftice,  by  not  allowing  them  to 
'  make  ufe  of  that  right  which  they  may  think 
'  belongs  to  them  as  lords  and  mafters  of  the  peo- 

•  pie.  In  every  fuch  cafe,  if  the  people  have  nei- 
'  ther  fkill  nor  courage  to  defend  their  King  and 
'  protedlor,  he  muft  neceftarily  fall  a  facrifice  to 
^  the  refentmxcnt  of  his  army  ;  and  for  this  reafon 
'  we  find,  that  in  all  governments  where  a  ftand- 
'  ing  army  has  bsen  long  kept  up,  the  King  or 

•  chief  magiftrate  generally  defplfes  the  afFeclions 

•  of  the  people,  and  minds  nothing  but  the  af- 

•  fedlions  of  the  arm.y,  for  the  fecuring  of  which 
'  it  becomes  abfolutely  necefiary  for  him  to  look 
'  upon  the  people  in  the  fame  light  his  army  does. 
'  They  join  in  confidering  the  people  as  their 
'  flaves  only,  and  they  join  in  treating  them  ac- 
'  cordingly. 

'  Upon  this  fubjed  of  infurrec51:ions  too,  I  find, 

'  Sir,  we  are  threatned  with  the  Pretender  •,  and 
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the  Jacobites  are  reprefented  in  fuch  a  formida- 
ble manner,  as  if  nothing  but  the  numerous 
ftanding  army  we  have  now  on  foot,  could  pre- 
vent their  rifing  in  arms  in  every  county  of  the 
kingdom,  efpecially  confidering  the  great  aflif- 
tance  they  have  lately  met  with  from  fome  new 
allies.  For  my  part,  I  cannot  pafs  fuch  a  com- 
pliment upon  the  Jacobites,  as  to  fay  they  are 
either  fo  formidable  or  fo  cunning  as  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  has  been  pleafed  to  reprefent 
them  •,  and  if  they  have  lately  met  with  any 
new  allies,  I  muft  think  the  honourable  gentle- 
man himfelf  is  one  of  the  chief  of  them  ;  for 
there  feems  to  be  a  very  clofe  correfpondence 
between  him  and  fome  of  the  mofl  noted  Jaco- 
bites in  the  kingdom  :  Men  who  by  their  reli- 
gion as  well  as  their  principles  in  politicks,  muft 
be  Jacobites.  What  advantage  they  may  have 
reaped  from  this  new  alliance,  if  there  be  any 
fuch,  I  fhall  not  pretend  to  determine ;  but  as 
yet,  I  am  fure,  they  can  expeft  no  alliance  with^ 
nor  any  affiftance  from,  thofe  who  are  called 
the  difcontented.  Indeed,  if  our  conftitution 
ihould  be  overturned,  and  an  arbitrary  and  mili- 
tary government  eftablifhed,  under  any  form  or 
difguife,  I  fhall  not  pretend  to  anfwer  for  what 
may  be  the  confequence  •,  for  defpair  and  refent- 
ment  of  one  fide,  and  ingratitude  and  oppref- 
fion  of  the  other,  may  drive  people  to  feek 
for  relief  even  by  that  method  from  which  they 
can  leaft  exped  it.  Even  the  Jacobites  them- 
felves  may  give  up  their  antient  dodlrines  of 
paffive-obedience  and  non-refiftance,  and  join 
with  the  reft  of  the  people  in  methods  for  re- 
ftoring  our  conftitution  •,  but  this  is  a  change 
which  I  hope  will  never  happen  ;  for  as  our 
prefent  Royal  Family  and  our  conftitution  are 
ingrafted  upon  one  another,  I  am  fure  his  pre- 
fent Majefty  always  will,  and  I  hope  every  one 
'2  *  of 
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'  of  his  Royal  Succeflbrs  will,    look  upon  the 

*  prefervation  of  the  one  as  abfolutely  inconfiftent 

*  with  the  deftrucftlon  of  the  other. 

'  I  come  now.  Sir,  to  the  third  necefTary  ufe 

*  we  are  faid  to  have  for  a  numerous  {landing  ar- 

*  my  *,  and  I  muft  fay,  it  is  fuch  a  one  as  fur- 

*  prizes  me.      We  are  told,    that  an   army   of 

*  1 8,000  men  is  neceflary  for  enabling  the  civil 

*  magiftrate   to  execute  thofe  laws,   which  have 

*  been  thought  necefTary  by  the  wifdom  of  our 

*  legiflature.  If  it  were  fo,  I  am  fure,  I  Ihould 
'  not  think  the   wifdom   of  our  legiflature  very 

*  confplcuous.     'Tis  well  known.  Sir,   that  with 

*  refped  to  fome  laws  lately  pafled,  I  have  no- 

*  thing  to  anfwer  for,  becaufe  I  teftified  my  dif- 

*  approbation   in  the  moft  publick   and   explicit 

*  manner,    of   which  feveral  gentlemen   in    this 

*  houfe  can  bear  me  witnefs  ;    but  neverthelefs,  I 

*  have  fo  much  confidence  in  the  wifdom  of  our 
'  legiflature,   that  I  am  convinced  they   neither 

*  have  pafl^ed,  nor  will  pafs  any  law,  for  the  ex- 

*  ecution  of  which  a  military  force  fliall  appear  to 
^  be  neceflary ;    and  if  from  experience  fuch  a 

*  thing  fliould  afterwards  be  found  to  be  necefla- 
^  ry,  they  would  certainly  repeal  fuch  a  law,  and 
^  contrive  fome  other  method  for  effedluating  that 

*  which  was  intended  by  the  enading  of  fuch  a 
'  law ;  for  in  a  free  and  civil  government,  the 
^  lawgivers  muft  always  take  care  to  pafs  no  laws 
'  but  what  may  be  executed  by   the  civil  ma- 

*  giftrate,  afTifted  by  the  civil  power  of  the  coun- 
'  try,  or  what  we  in  this  kingdom  call  the  pojfe 
^  of  the  county.  If  they  do  otherwife,  they 
'  muft  neceflarily  alter  the  frame  of  their  govern- 

*  ment,  and  inftead  of  a  civil  and  free  govern- 

*  ment,  they  muft  eftablifli  a  military  and  arbi- 
'  trary  form  of  government.  In  this  we  may  fee 
^  the  diflFerence  between  a  free  government  fup- 

*  ported  by  the  power  of  the  people  only,  and 
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'  an  arbitrary  government  fupported  by  a  ftand- 
'  ing  army :    The  former,   in   all   the  lav/s  they 

*  pafs,  or  meafures  they  take,  are  obliged  to 
'  confult  the  inclinations  of  the  people  in  general ; 
'  becaufe  it  is  by  the  power  of  the  people  only 
'  they  can  propofe  to  execute  the  laws  they  pafs, 
'  or  to  enforce  the  meafures  they  purfue  :  The 
'  latter,  in  neither  of  thefe  refpefts,   ever  trouble 

*  their  heads  about  the  inclinations  of  the  people, 

*  they  confult  only  the  inclinations  of  their  army  •, 
'  becaufe,  if  the  people  appear  difiatisfied  with 
'  any  regulation  they  make,  they  can  order  their 
'  army  to  affift  the  civil  magiflrate  in  cramming 

*  it  down  the  throats  of  the  people. 

'  To  pretend.  Sir,  that  our  militia  would  pro- 
'  te(5t  any  fort  of  criminals,  or  that  they  would 
'  refufe  to  obey  the  civil  magiilrate  when  called 
'  to  afTift  him  in  the  execution  of  any  law,  is  to 
'  prefume  that  our  militia  would  mutiny  againft 

*  the  laws  of  their  country  ;  which  is  a  prefump- 

*  tion  not  to  be  made,  without  prefuming  at  the 
'  fame  time,  that  the  generality  of  the  people 
^  thought  the  law  iinneceflary  and  oppreffive  : 
'  And  I  hope  it  is  as  reafonable  to  prefume, 
^  that    the    officers    and    foldiers    of    our    army 

*  would  mutiny,  if  they  fhould  be  ordered  to 
'  enforce  the  execution   of  any  law  which  they 

*  thought  unneceiTary  and  oppreffive.  I  am  fure 
^  they  would  do  (c,  if  they  are  gentlemen  of  as 
^  fl:ri6l  honour  as  thev  have  been  reprefented  in 
^  this  debate;  but  as  no  fuch  law  has  been  pafTed, 

*  nor  will,  I  hope,  ever  be  pafTed,  in  this  king- 

*  dom,  therefore  neither  the  one  nor  the  other 
'  is  to  be  prefumed. 

'  I  hope  I  have  now  fhewn,  that  the  keeping 
^  up  of  fuch  a  numerous  army  in  time  of  peace, 
'  as  we  have  at  prefcnt,  may  be  of  the  m.oft  dan- 
'  gerous  confequence  to  our  conilitution,  either 

*  by  enabling  fome  future  King  to  govern  vnth- 

'  out 
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^  out  any  Parliament  at  all,  or  by  contributing 
'  towards  his  being  able  to  have  always  a  majori- 
'  ty  in  each  houfe  of  Parliament  depending  upon 
'  his  will,  and  ready  to  vote  as  he  fhall,  by  his 

*  minifters,  pleafe  to  dired ;  and  I  likewife  hope 
'  I  have  fliewn,  that  there  can  be  no  ufe  for  fuch 
'  an  army,  unlefs  we  fuppofe  that  a  great  majori- 

*  ty  of  our  people  are  Jacobites,  which  is  a  fup- 

*  pofition,  I  am  fure,  no  gentleman  of  this  houfe 
'  will  make.  It  is  a  fuppofition  no  man  ought  to 
'  make,  nor  any  but  a  Jacobite  will,  becaufe,  if 
'  this  were  our  cafe,  it  would  be  impolTible  to 
'  fupport  our  prefent  happy  eftablifhment,  with- 
'  out  overturning  our  conftitution.  This,  Sir,  is 
'  fo  far  from  being  our  cafe  at  prefent,  that  it 
'  never  can  be  our  cafe,  unlefs  fome  fiiture  King 
'  fhould  attempt  to  defiroy  our  liberties  and  pri- 
'  vileges,  which  can  hardly  be  cxpedied  from  any 
'  defcendent  of  the  illuftrious  Family  now  upon 
'  our  throne :  And  if  ever  fuch  a  defign  fhould 
'  be  formed,  I  am  fure  it  cannot  be  fuccefsfully 
'  executed,  unlefs  the  nation  has  been  long  ac- 
'  cufbomed  to  the  keeping  up  a  numerous  ftand- 
'  ing  army  in  time  of  peace,  and  to  a  total  neg- 
'  lecl  of  military  difcipline  among  the  reft  of  our 
'  people ;  therefore  I  think  it  is  high  time  for  us 
'  to  begin  to  reduce  our  army,  to  the  end  that 
'  our  government  may  at  lad  be  obliged  to  think 
'  of  getting  a  well-regulated  and  well-difciplined 
'  militia  cftablilhed,  by  fome  proper  law  to  be 
'  paiTed  for  that  purpofe;  which,  I  am  afraid, 
'  will  never  be  ferioufly  thought  of,  as  long  as 
'  they  have  a  numerous  ftanding  army  to  trufl 
'  to. 

'  In  v/hat  I  have  faid.  Sir,  upon  this  fubjed, 
'  I  have  infifled  chiefly  upon  the  danger  our  con- 

*  ftitution  and  liberties  are  expofed  to  by  the 
^  keeping  up  a  numerous  ftandmg  army  in  time 
*^  ot  peace ;  but  there  are  many  other  inconveni- 

'  encies 
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*  encies  attending  it :  That  of  quartering  foldiers 
'  is  a  terrible  grievance  upon  that  part  of  our 

*  people,  who  have  the  misfortune  of  being  fub- 

*  jedl  to  it.  The  annual  expence  of  maintaining 
'  fuch  a  numerous  army  is  a  great  load  upon  our 
'  people,  and  lays  us  under  a  necelTity  of  con- 

*  trading  fome  new  debt  yearly,  or  incroaching 
'  upon  that  fund  which  is  appropriated  to  the 

*  payment  of  our  old.     Befides  this  publick  ex- 

*  pence,  the  nation  is  at  a  great  lofs  yearly,  by 
'  withdrawing  fo  many  hands  from  labour  and 
'  induflry ;  for  every  foldier  in  the  army,  if  he 
'  had  not  been  a  foldier,  mud  have  contributed 

*  fomething  by  his  labour  to  the  general  yearly 

*  profits  of  the  nation;  whereas  by  his  being  a 

*  foldier,  he  is  maintained  out  of  the  publick 
'  flock,  without  contributing  any  thing  towards 

*  it.  And  the  opportunity  every  tall  fellow  has 
'  of  living  idly  and  lewdly,  is  a  great  difcourage- 
^  ment  to  the  induflry,  and  a  great  deflru6lion  to 

*  the  morals  of  our  people.  All  which,  added 
'  to  the  danger  our  conilitution  is  expofed  to, 

*  mufl  be  powerful  arguments  for  a  redudlion, 

*  with  every  gentleman  who  has  a  true  regard  for 

*  our  conflitution,  or  the  happinefs  of  our  people.' 

The  next  fpeech  is  that  of  Sir  JVilliam  Tonge, 
who  fpoke  in  fubflance  as  follows,  viz, 

'  Mr.  Speaker, 
*  Sir,  I  am  furprized  to  find  that  fome  gentle- 
'  men  do  not  diflmguifh  between  the  army  now 

*  propos'd  to  be  kept  up,  and  that  fort  of  iland- 
'  ing  armies  which  the  Wl^gs  in  former  reigns 
'  fpoke  and  wrote  fo  much  againfb.  The  Whigs, 
'  'tis  true,  have  always  been  againft  keeping  up 

*  (landing  armies  in  time  of  peace  by  the  fole 

*  authority  of  the  King,  and  without  confent  of 

*  Parliament-,  but  no  Whig  ever  faid  that  'twas 

•^  inconfiflent 
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inconfiftent  with,  or  that  'twould  be  dangerous 
to  our  conflitution,  to  keep  a  few  regular  troops 
in  pay  for  one  year,  in  cafe  the  Parliament 
fhould  upon  mature  deliberation  conclude,  that 
fuch  a  thing  was  neceflary,  either  for  fecuring 
the  peace  and  quiet  of  the  nation  againft  the 
fecret  defigns  of  foreign  or  domeftick  enemies, 
or  for  giving  weight  to  any  foreign  negotiation 
our  government  might  then  have  upon  the  car- 
pet. This,  I  fay.  Sir,  no  Whig  ever  oppofed ; 
and  for  this  reafon,  the  words,  tinlefs  it  be  with 
confent  of  Parliament^  were  inferted  in  the  decla- 
ration of  our  rights  and  liberties,  which  was 
prefented  to  the  then  Prince  and  Princefs  of 
Ora?ige  at  the  Revolution,  and  which  may  pro- 
perly be  called  the  fecond  Magna  Charta  of  this 
nation. 

'  If  the  Whigs  of  thofe  days  had  been  of  the 
fame  opinion  which  fome  gentlemen  feem  now 
to  be  of:  If  they  had  thought  that  the  keeping 
up  an  army  of  any  kind,  or  for  any  time,  was 
inconfiftent  with  our  conftitution,  that  article  in 
the  declaration  would  certainly  have  flood  thus, 
That  the  raifing  or  keeping  a  ftanding  army  within 
the  kingdom^  in  time  of  peace  ^  is  againft  law ;  and 
I  muft  leave  to  gentlemen  to  confider,  whether 
fuch  a  declaration  would  not  have  been  in  itfelf 
ridiculous?  For  my  own  part,  I  muft  be  of 
opinion,  that  it  would  have  been  a  little  incon- 
fiftent with  common  fenfe  to  have  declared, 
that  an  army  kept  up  by  the  authority,  and 
with  the  confent  of  King,  Lords,  and  Com- 
mons, was  an  army  kept  up  againft  law  ♦,  for  it 
would,  in  my  opinion,  be  the  fame  with  decla- 
ring, that  a  law  agreed  to  by  all  the  branches 
of  our  legiflature  was  againft  law.  This,  Sir, 
the  Whigs  of  thofe  days  were  fenfible  of-,  and 
if  they  were  now  alive,  they  would  be  far  from 
pretending  to  fay,  that  it  was  inconfiftent  with 

'  the 
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the  principles  of  a  true  Whig,  to  give  his  vote 
for  keeping  up,  for  one  year,  by  authority  of 
Parliament,  fuch  a  number  of  regular  troops, 
as  he  thought  abfoiutely  neceffary  for  the  pub- 
lick  good  of  the  kingdom. 
'  I  have  alv/ays  gloried,  Sir,  in  being  thought 
a  Whig,  I  hope  I  fhall  never  by  my  behaviour, 
either  in  this  houfe,  or  without  doors,  give  the 
leafl  occafion  to  the  world  to  think  otherwife  of 
me ;  and  for  this  very  reafon  I  am  for  keeping 
up  an  army,  becaufe  I  think  the  keeping  up  of 
an  army  abfoiutely  neceffary  for  fupporting  the 
W^hig  interefb,  and  preferving  the  peace  and 
quiet  of  the  people.  In  every  difpute  that  has 
happened  of  late  years  about  our  army,  I  have 
looked  upon  the  quellion  to  be  chiefiy,  whether 
Whig  or  Tory  Hiould  prevail  ?  And  as  I  have 
always  thought,  as,  I  believe,  every  unprejudi- 
ced Whig  in  the  kingdom  thinks,  that  if  the 
army  fliould  be  difbanded,  or  very  much  redu- 
ced, the  Tory  intereft  would  prevail ;  therefore 
I  have  generally  been  againil  fuch  redu6Lions, 
and  always  fhall  be  extremely  cautious  of  agree- 
ing to  any  fuch  propofition.  Nay,  I  am  fo 
firmly  attached  to  the  Whig  intereft,  that  if  I 
fhould  think  four  times  the  number  of  troops 
abfoiutely  neceffary  for  fupporting  that  interefl, 
I  would  be  for  keeping  up  a  flanding  army  four 
times  as  numerous  as  that  we  have  nov/  on  foot. 
*"  That  there  are  difcontents  among  the  people. 
Sir,  and  that  thofe  difcontents  are  too  general, 
I  fliall  readily  agree  •,  but  whether  they  are  ow- 
ing to  difaffedion,  I  fhall  not  pretend  to  deter- 
mine :  I  am  fure  they  are  not  owing  to  reafon ; 
for  there  is  no  country  in  the  world  where  the 
liberties  and  properties  of  the  fubjed  are  more 
facredly  preferved,  nor  are  there  any  fubjedfs 
who  pay  lefs  for  the  eafe  and  fecurity  they  en- 
joy, than  the  fubjedts  of  this  kingdom;    but 

*  there 
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^  there  are  fome  men  who  feem  to  think,  they 

'  ought  to  pay  nothing,  nor  be  at  any  trouble, 

'  for  preferving  to  themfelves   the  bleilings  of 

'  peace  and  fecurity.     To  pleafe  fuch  men,  or  to 

'  prevent  their  being  diflatisfied,  is  impolTible  •, 

'  for   government    muil    always    be    expenfive : 

'  Some  men  muft  be  imployed  for  managing  and 

*•  tranfa6ling  the  affairs  of  the  fociety,  and  lome 

'  muft  now  and  then  expofe  themfelves  to  danger 

'  for  the  defence  of  the  fociety  -,  and  it  is  both 

*  reafonable  and  necefiary,  that  thofe  who  fpend 
'  their  whole  time,  or  a  great  part  of  their  time, 
'  in  governmiCnt  affairs,  as  well  as  thofe  who  ven~ 
'  ture  their  lives  for  the  prefervation  of  others, 
'  fhould  be  rewarded  by  thofe,  who  by  their 
'  means  are  enabled  to  profecute  their  own  pri- 
'  vate  affairs  with  fafety,  and  without  interrup- 
'  tion.  There  are  other  men,  and  thofe  not  a 
'  few,  who  are  fo  fond  of  novelty  and  change, 
'  that  they  are  continually  wifhing  for  publick 
'  convulfions  and  revolutions :  Such  men  are  of 
'  fo  odd  a  temper,  that  they  become  diffatisfied 

*  with  the  fecurity  they  enjoy,  and  a  long  unin- 
^  terrupted  courfe  of  publick  happinefs  renders 
'  them  compleatly  miferable-,  and  there  are  o- 
^  thers,  who  never  can  be  pleafed,  unlefs  they 
«  have  the  entire  dired ion  of  all  publick  affairs  -, 
'  therefore  v/hen  they  are  not  employed,  and 
<^  chiefly  employed,  they  are  continually  fpread- 
<■  ing  virulent  hbels,  and  feditious  pamphlets  a- 
<^  gainft  thofe  that  are,  by  which  means  many 
'  unwary  perfons  are  caught,  and  are  made  to 
'  believe,  that  the  nation  is  ruined  and  undone, 
<-  though  every  man  in  the  nation,  who  is  tolera- 
'  bly  frugal  and  induftrious,  finds  himfelf  in  an 
'  eafy  and  thriving  condition,  Thefe  are  three 
<-  of  the  caufes  of  thofe  difcontents  that  prevail  at 
<■  prefent  among  the  people ;  and  if  to  thefe  we 
c  add  downright  difaffedlion,  which  I  am  afraid 

'  is 
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is  much  more  general  than  fome  gentlemen 
imagine,  I  believe  we  may  account  for  all  our 
difcontents,  without  loading  our  government 
with  being  the  caufe  of  any  of  them,  except 
thofe  of  the  fecond  fort  I  have  mentioned ; 
for  to  the  wife  and  fteady  condudl  of  our  go- 
vernment, we  muft  attribute  the  long  and  un- 
intemipted  publick  happinefs  we  have  enjoyed, 
and  confequently  the  dillatisfadlion  of  all  thofe, 
who  are  fond  of  novelties  and  changes. 
'  But,  Sir,  let  the  caufe  of  our  difcontents  be 
what  it  will,  they  are  fo  general,  that  if  it  were 
not  for  our  army,  I  am  convinced  our  prefent 
ellablifhment  would  be  in  great  danger  of  being 
overturned  -,  I  am  convinced  his  Majefty  could 
not  live  in  fafety  in  St.  James' ^  palace ;  nay,  I 
doubt  if  our  prefent  Royal  Family  could  remain 
three  days  in  the  kingdom;  therefore,  as  a 
Handing  army  is  at  prefent  abfolutely  neceflary 
for  preferving  our  happy  ellablifhment,  for  the 
fecurity  of  our  Royal  Family,  and  for  defending 
his  Majefby's  perfon,  no  gentleman,  who  has  a 
true  regard  for  any  of  the  three,  can  be  againft 
keeping  up  a  flanding  army  by  authority  of 
Parliament,  at  leall  for  this  enfuing  year  •,  and 
as  I  am  convinced,  that  a  lefs  number  of  regu- 
lar troops  than  we  have  at  prefent,  will  not  be 
fufficient  for  thefe  great  ends,  I  muft  be  againft 
the  reduction  propofed,  or  any  reduction  that 
can  be  propofed  at  prefent. 
'  I  fay.  Sir,  I  am  now  againft  any  redudion 
that  can  be  propofed  ;  for  though  I  do  not 
think  we  can  now  with  fafety  make  the  leaft  re- 
du6lion  of  our  army,  yet  in  a  few  years,  per- 
haps next  feflion,  I  may  be  of  a  different  opi- 

I  ftiall  always  think  that  we  ought  never 


nion. 


to  keep  a  greater  number  of  troops  in  pay,  than 
is  abfolutely  neceffary  for  preferving  the  peace 
and  tranquillity  of  the  people  \  but  my  way  of 


*  thinking 
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*  thinking  in  this  refpedt  does  not  proceed  from 

*  any  apprehenfions  I  am  under,    that  an  army 

*  kept  up  in  the  fame  method  our  prefent  army  is,* 

*  can  ever  be  of  any  dangerous  confequence  to 

*  our  conftitution.     No,  Sir,  it  proceeds  entirely 

*  from  the  expence,  which  neceflarily  attends  the 

*  keeping  up  of  a  ftanding  army  j  which  expence 

*  the  people  muft  be  loaded  with  ;  and  I  Ihall  ne- 

*  ver  be  for  loading  the  people  with  any  greater 

*  expence,  than  I  think  abfolutely  necefiary  for 
^  their   prefervation.     For    this   reafon,    I   hope 

*  we  may  foon  have  an  opportunity  of  giving  the 

*  people  a  little  eafe,  by  making  a  redudion  in 

*  our  army  -,   becaufe  I  am  of  the  fame  opinion 

*  with  my  honourable  friend  near  me  ;  I  believe 

*  the  difafFedlion,   which  I  take  to  be  the  chief 

*  caufe  of  our  prefent  difcontents,  will  diminifh  by 

*  degrees,  nay  I  hope  it  will  in  a  few  years  totally 

*  evanifh ;  and  if  there  were  no  confiderable  dif- 

*  afFedlion,  nor  any  great  number  of  Jacobites  ia 

*  the  kingdom,  I  am  convinced  a  much  fmaller 

*  number  of  troops  than  what  we  have  now  on 

*  foot,    would   be  fufficient  for  keeping  in  awe 

*  thofe  men,  who  are  difcontented  only  becaufe 

*  they  are  not  employed,  and  alfo  thofe  who  are 
'  fond  of  changes   and  revolutions,    as   well   as 

*  thofe  who  are  fo  unreafonable  as  to  expecfb  that 

*  their  lives,  liberties  and  fortunes,  fhould  be 
'  preferved,  without  their  being  ever  obliged  to 
'  expofe  themfelves  to  danger,  or  to  put  them- 
'  felves  to  any  trouble  or  expence,   on  that  ac- 

*  count. 

*  When  the  difafteded  party  becomes  inconfi- 

*  derable,  I  fhall  with  pleafure.  Sir,  give  my  con- 

*  fent  for  making  a  redudlion  in  our  army  •,  but 
'  till  then  I  cannot  agree  to  it ;  and  I  muft  fay, 

*  I  can  never  fuppofe  the  difaffedled  party  incon- 

*  fiderable,  as  long  as  I  fee  the  difcontented  nu- 

*  merous,   without  an  apparent  caufe  for  fuch  a 

*  general 
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general  difcontent,  from  fome  notorious  oppref- 
fions  or  malverfations  in  our  adminiftration  *,  for 
unlefs  fome  fuch  caufe  be  evident,  I  fhall  always 
believe,  that  moft  of  thofe  who  appear  difcon- 
tented  are  really  difaffedled  ;  and  as  1  muft  look: 
upon  fuch  a  difcontent  as  incurable,  I  fhall  al- 
ways be  for  treating  thofe  that  are  under  it  in 
the  fame  way  with  incurables  of  another  fort, 
that  is,  by  putting  it  out  of  their  power  to  do 
mlfchief,  which  can  be  done  only  by  keeping 
up  a  fufficient  number  of  regular  troops. 
'  But  even  fuppofe.  Sir,  that  the  difcontents 
of  the  people  proceeded  from  notorious  oppref- 
iions  or  malverfations  in  our  government :  Sure- 
ly, no  gentleman  will  fay  our  army  ought  to  be 
reduced  before  thofe  difcontents  are  removed  in 
a  proper  and  legal  way  ;  becaufe,  by  fo  doing, 
you  would  encourage  your  people  to  take  ven- 
geance of  thofe  that  had  injured  them,  in  a 
riotous  and  tumultuous  manner,  which  is  a  me- 
thod of  doing  juftice,  that  I  am  fure  ought  not 
to  be  encouraged  in  any  well-regulated  fociety. 
In  fuch  a  cafe,  the  only  prudent  method  we 
could  take,  is  that  which  is  prefcribed  to  us  by 
our  happy  conflitution,  I  mean  that  of  a  parlia- 
mentary enquiry  -,  and  after  you  have  fatlsfied 
your  people,  by  bringing  the  guilty  to  condign 
punifhment,  in  a  legal  and  parliamentary  me- 
thod, you  might  then  wath  fafety  venture  to 
make  a  reduftion  of  your  army. 
'  Thus,  Sir,  if  there  are  fuch  difcontents  in  the 
nation,  as  the  gentlemen  of  the  other  fide  of 
the  queftion  feem  to  think  there  are,  let  thofe 
difcontents  proceed  from  what  caufe  you  will, 
the  prefent  mud:  appear  to  be  a  very  improper 
feafon  for  making  any  redu6lion  of  your  army  •, 
and  as  to  the  charge  of  keeping  up  about  6000 
men  for  one  year  only,  which  is  all  the  dif- 
ference between  us,  though  I  fhall  grant-  it  is  a 

'  charge 
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charge  the  nation  ought  not  to  be  unneceflarlly' 
loaded  with,  yet  it  is  not  fo  great,  as  to  make 
any  confiderable  addition  to  the  publick  debts 
newly  contradled,  nor  can  it  greatly  prevent  out 
being  able  to  pay  ofF  the  old  ;  for  the  dif- 
ference, as  to  the  expence,  between  maintaining 
18,000  men,  and  maintaining  12,000,  for  one 
year  only,  does  not  exceed  2 1 6,000/.  which  can 
make  no  very  extraordinary  figure  in  the  publick 
accounts  of  this  nation  ,  and  muft  be  looked  on 
as  a  fum  moft  wifely  and  frugally  expended  5 
becaufe  the  nation  is  thereby  infured  agalnft  the 
vaft  expence,  as  well  as  danger,  it  would  be  put 
to,  by  ari  infurredion  of  invafion,  which  might 
probably  be  the  confequence  of  any  prefent  re- 
dudlon  of  our  army. 

'  But  fuppofe.  Sir,  there  were  no  difcontents 
or  difaffedlion  among  our  people,  fuppofe  we 
were  in  no  poflible  danger  of  any  infurredlon  or 
invafion,  yet  confidering  the  prefent  ftate  of 
our  foreign  afi^airs,  conlidering  the  precarious 
ftate  of  the  peace  now  fubfifl:ing  between  Spam 
and  us,  and  the  many  grounds  of  quarrel  we 
have  with  that  nation,  I  muft  think  it  would  be 
very  im. prudent  in  us,  at  prefent,  to  make  any 
redudion  of  our  regular  troops  •,  for  the  regard 
a  nation  meets  with,  in  all  foreign  negotiations, 
very  much  depends  upon  the  opinion  foreigners 
have  of  her  power  ;  and  that  opinion  now  de- 
pends chiefly  upon  the  number  of  regular  troops 
fhe  has  in  her  pay.  None  of  our  neighbours 
put  any  truft  in  their  ov/n  militia,  and  therefore 
it  cannot  be  fuppofed  they  have  any  regard  for 
ours,  or  that  they  would  fhew  us  any  refped  on 
account  of  our  militia,  were  it  in  a  much  better 
condition  than  it  is  in  at  prefent,  or  were  it  in 
as  good  a  condition  as  any  militia  can  be  put  in. 
For  this  reafon,  to  the  end  that  this  nation  may 
have  its  due  weight  in  all  foreign  negotiations. 
Vol.  XV,  Dd  '  wc 
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'  we  ought  always  to  keep  up  a  good  body  of 
'  regular  troops  *,  and  particularly  at  prefent,  if 
'  we  have  a  mind   to  obtain   any  redrefs  from 

*  Spain^  we  ought  not  to  reduce  any  part  of  our 
'  army  ;  for  that  redrefs  muft  be  obtained  either 

*  by  negotiation  or  by  force  of  arms :  If  we  pro- 
'  pofe  to  obtain  it  by  negotiation,  a  redudion  of 
.*  our  army  would  dlmlnlfh  the  weight  of  any  ne- 
•*  gotiation  we  can  carry  on  for  that  purpofe  ;  and 

*  if  we  propofe,  or  fhould  be  obliged,  to  make  ufe 

*  of  force  for  obtaining  it,  we  muft  rather  add  to 

*  than  diminifh  our  army.    From  all  which  I  muft 

*  conclude,  that  at  prefent  it  would  be  highly  im- 
'^  prudent  in  us  to  make  any  redudllon,  efpecially 
^  fuch  a  confiderable  redudion  as  is  now  pro- 
^  pofed.* 

The  Right  honourable  the  L.ord  Polwartb^  now 
Earl  of  Marchmo7it^  fpoke  to  this  eifed,  viz. 

*  Mr.  Speaker, 
tora  M'         «  Sir,  I  am  forry  to  find  the  opinions  of  our 
SeNh/       ^  Whig  anceftors  about  ftanding  armies,  fo  much 

*  miftaken  as  they  feem  to  be  by  fome  gentlemen 

*  who  have  fpoke  in  this  debate  ;  for  with  re- 
^  fped  to  the  efFt<5ls  or  confequences  of  a  ftanding 

*  army,  it  will  appear,  that  our  anceftors  thought 

*  there  was  no  difference  between  a  ftanding  ar- 

*  my  kept  up  without  the  authority  of  Parlia- 
'  ment,  and  a  ftanding  army,  or  a  land  force,  as 

*  the  courtiers  affected  to  call  it,   kept  up  from 

*  year  to  year  by  authority  of  Parliament.  I  fhall 
'   grant,  that  before  the  Revolution  all  our  dif- 

*  putes  about  ftanding  armies,  related  to  fuch  as 

*  were  kept  up  by  the  fole  authority  of  the  King, 

*  and  without  confent  of  Parliament  \  for  before 
^  that  time  no  Whig  fuppofed  that  a  free  Parlia- 

*  ment  would  ever  give  their  confent  to  the 
«  keeping  up  of  a  ftanding  army  within  the  king- 

*  dom 
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'  dom  in  time  of  peace.     This  was  the  true  rea- 
«  Ton    for    their   agreeing    to  the  inferting  thofe 

*  words,  unlefs  it  be  with  confent  of  Parliament^ 
'  in  the  declaration  of   our  rights  and  liberties, 

*  By  thefe  words  they  thought  they  could  not  in 

*  the    lead   derogate   from  our  fecurity,    againft 

*  the  keeping  up  of  a  (landing  army  in  time  of 

*  peace ;    becaufe  they  could  not  fuppofe  that  a 

*  free  Parliament  would  ever  confent  to  any  fuch 

*  thing :    But  if  they  had  forefeen  or  imagined^ 

*  that  fome  future  Parliament  might  be  prevailed 

*  on  to  give  their  confent  to  the  keeping  up  of 

*  a  {landing  army  in  time  of  peace,   that  article 

*  in   the  declaration   of  our  rights  and  liberties^, 

*  would  certainly   have  been  drawn  up  in  fuch 

*  terms  as  not  to  admit  of  any  fuch  exception. 

*  They  would  not  have  faid,  That  the  raifing  or 

*  keeping  up  a  Ji  an  ding  army  within  the  kingdom^ 

*  in  time  of  peace^  is  againfi  law ;    becaufe  the  ex- 

*  preflion  would  have  been  improper,  and  fuch  as 

*  could  not  have  been  made  ufe  of  by  any  man 

*  who  underftood  our  language  ;  but  they  might, 

*  and  would  have  faid,  That  the  raifing  or  keeping 
*•  up  a  ftanding  army  within  the  kingdom^  in  tiniB 

*  of  peace^  is  inconfifient  with  our  conflitution  •,  for 

*  though  a  law  agreed  to  by  King,  Lords,  and 

*  Commons,  cannot  be  faid  to  be  againfi;  law,  yet 

*  it  may  be,    and  may  properly  be  faid  to  be, 

*  inconfiftent  with  our  conftitution.     If  in  fome 
«  future  ambitious  reign,  and  during  the  courfe  of 

*  a  corrupt  and  dependent  Parliament,  our  King, 

*  Lords,  and  Commons,  fhould  agree  to  a  law  for 

*  vefting  an  abfolute  pov/er  in  the  King,  fuch  a 

*  law  could  not  be  faid  to  be  againil  law ;   but 

*  furely  fuch  a  law  might  properly  be  faid  to  be 

*  inconfiftent  with  our  conftitution. 

'  I  ftiall  not  fayj  ^ir,  that  the  pafting  of  a  law 
«  for  providing  our  King  with  fuch  a  ftanding  ar- 

*  my,  as  may  be  iufficient  for  enabling  him  to 

D  d  2  ^  aflumi 
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'  affume  an  arbitrary  power  whenever  he  pleafes, 

*  is  a  law  of  this  nature  -,    becaufe  I  am  not  of 

*  opinion  with  Mr.  Hobbes^  that  power  gives  right ; 

*  but  I  mull  be  of  opinion,  that  he  who  gives 

*  another  man  power  to  take  his  right  from  him, 

*  may  in  fome   meafure  be  faid  to  give  up  his 

*  right ;  for  right  is  fddom  of  any  great  fignifica- 

*  tion  againft  a  power  tliat  cannot  be  refifted ;  and 
'  a  {landing  army  kept  up  from  year  to  year,  by 

*  authority  of  Parliament,    is  certainly  as  irrefif- 

*  tible,  and  confequently  as  inconfiftent  with  the 

*  prefervation  of  our  rights  and  liberties,  as  a 
^  {landing  army  kept  up  from  year  to  year  with- 

*  out  any  fuch  authority.  The  diftindion  between 

*  thefe  two  forts  of  {landing  armies,  is  a  diftinc- 

*  tion  which  could  not  be  made,  nor  ever  was 

*  made,    in  this  kingdom,    till  the  year   16971 

*  Then,  indeed,  the  courtiers,  who  were  for  ob- 

*  taining  the  confent  of  Parliament  to  the  keeping 

*  up  of  a  {landing  army  in  time  of  peace,  found 

*  out  this  diftindion  *,  for  I  muffc  obferve,   that  in 

*  all  reigns,  courtiers  feem  to  have  been  pretty 

*  quick  at  finding  a  di{lin(5lion  without  a  difFe- 

*  rence  •,  but  when  I  reflec5l  upon  the  tranfadions 

*  of  that  year,  I  am  extreamly  furprized  to  hear 

*  any  gentleman  affirm,  that  no  Whig  ever  faid, 
^  that  it  was  inconfiflent  with,  or  that  it  would 
^  be  dangerous  to  our  con{litution,  to  keep  a  few 

*  regular  troops  in  pay  for  one  year,  in  cafe  the 

*  Parliament  Ihould  give  their  confent.     Was  not 

*  this  the  very  que{lion  then  in  difpute  ?  And  did 

*  not  all  the  true  Whigs  range  themfelves  upon 

*  the  affirmative  fide  of  the  queflion  ?    Did  not 

*  they  all,  both  in  their  fpeeches  and  writings,  af-  , 
'  firm,  that  the  keeping  up  of  a  ftanding  army 

*  from  year  to  year,  whether  with  or  without  the 

*  confent  of  ParliarDent,    would  be  of  the  mofl 

*  dangerous    confequence     to     our    conftitution  ? 

*  They   did  not  then  fay,    that  the  Parliament 

I  *  ought 
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*  ought  not  to  confent  to  the  keeping  up  a  ftand- 

*  ing  army  in  time  of  peace,   becaufe  we  were 

*  then  under  no  necefTity  for  fo  doing  ;  but  they 

*  faid  we  never  could  be  under  any  fuch  necefllty ; 

*  becaufe  the  danger  we  fubjeded  ourfelves  to,  by 

*  keeping  up  a  {landing  army  in  time  of  peace, 
'  was  greater,  and  more  to  be  dreaded,  than  any 

*  other  danger  we  could  ever  be  expofed  to. 

'  This,  Sir,  will  appear  from  the  whole  tenor 

*  and  fpirit  of  the  pam.phlets  that  Were  wrote  by 

*  the  ftaunch  Whigs  upon  that  occafion  ;  particu- 

*  larly  from  the  two  arguments  againft  a  (landing 

*  army,  publifhed  in  the  year  1697,  and  faid  to 

*  have  been  wrote  by  a  gentleman,  whom  all  the 

*  world  muft  allow  to  have  been  a  true  Whig,  and 

*  an  honeft  man  •,  I  mean  the  late  Mr.  Trenchardy 

*  who  in  one  of  thefe  pamphlets  exprefly  fays, 

*  That  an  authorized  Jlanding  army  (meaning  an 
'  army   kept  up  by  authority  of  Parliament)  is 

*  worfe  than  a  foreign  invafion^  and  conquefi  from 

*  abroad.     This,   Sir,   he  not  only  gives  as  his 

*  own  opinion,  but  he  gives  very  fubflantial  rea- 

*  fons  for  fupporting  his  opinion.     That  honeft 

*  gentleman  was  in  the  fame  cafe  with  many  gen- 

*  tlemen  now  in  this  houfe  :    He  could  not  diftin- 

*  guifh,  at  leaft  he  could  find  but  very  little  dif- 
'  ference,  between  a  ftanding  army  kept  up  by 
'  authority  of  Parliament,  and  a  ftanding  army 

*  kept  up  without  any  fuch  authority  \  for  he 
'  fays,  the  army  kept  up  by  the  late  King  Janm 
'  were  aids  and  inftruments  of  arbitrary  govern- 
'  ment,  without  any  legal  authority,  and  there- 

*  fore  might  have  been  refifted  and  removed  as 
'  a  nuifance,  as  foon  as  the  nation  found  itfelf  a- 

*  ble ;  and  an  army  kept  up  by  authority  of  Par- 
'  liament,  he  likewife  calls  aids  and  inftruments 
'  of  arbitrary  government  \    but,   fays  he,   they 

*  are  legal  inftruments,  and  therefore  may  enflave 
^  us  by  authority  j  nor  can  they  be  refifted,  be- 

D  d  i?  *  cauft 
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caufe   they   can   plead   our  own  adl  and  deed 
againft  us.     So  that  in  this  gentleman's  opinion, 
a  ftanding  army  kept  up  by  authority  of  l^arlia- 
ment,  is  worfe  than  a  ftanding  army  kept  up 
without  any  fuch  authority  •,  and  therefore,  if 
he  were  ftill  alive,  we  may  fuppofe  he  would 
infift  upon  its  being  inconiiftent  with  the  princi- 
ples of  a  true  Whig,  to  give  his  vote  in  Parlia- 
ment for  keeping  up  a  ftanding  army,  but  for 
one  year  -,  for  he  then  foretold  what  we  have 
fince  in  part  found  by  experience  to  be  true, 
that  by  the  Parliament's  giving  its'confent  for 
keeping  up  a  ftanding  army  in  time  of  peace, 
but  for  one  year,  the  courtiers  always  mean  a 
confent  for  keeping  it  up  in  fecula  feculorum, 
'  Having  thus.  Sir,  fhewn  the  true  fentiments 
of  the  old  Whigs,  and  by  that  means  juftified 
their  memory  againft  what  I  take  to  be  an  afper- 
fion  thrown  upon  their  underftanding,  I  muft 
now  endeavour  to  vindicate  the  prefent  Whig 
intereft,    by  fhewing   the  impropriety    of  that 
compliment,    which  the  honourable  gentleman 
has  been  pleafed  to  pafs  upon  the  Tories.     He 
has  told  us,  that  a  ftanding  army  is  neceflary  for 
preferving  the  W'hig  intereft,   and  that  if  ouir 

•  army  ftiould  be  dift^anded,  or  very  much  redu- 
'  ced,  the  Tory  intereft  would  certainly  prevail. 
■  God  forbid^  Sir,  it  ftiould  be  fo  !  for  if  it  were, 

•  I  am  fure  I  ftiould  very  foon  become  a  Tory  \ 
'  but  I  dift^er  fo  much  from  the  honourable  gen- 
'  tleman,  that  I  am  convinced  the  Whig  intereft 

•  never  will  be  fupported  by  an  army,  nor  can 

•  the  Tory  intereft  be  fupported  by  any  other 
'  means.  This  is  my  opinion  •,  but  as  he  and  I 
^  probably  diff*er  extreamly  in  what  we  call  the 
'  Whig  and  the  Tory  intereft,    I  muft  explain 

•  what  I  mean  by  them,  and  what  fort  of  gentle- 
'  men  ought,  in  my  opinion,  to  be  called  Whigs 
'  or  Tories.     The  Whig  intereft  I  take  to  be  that 

*  party 
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party  of  men  in  the  kingdom,  who  have  a  due 
refpedl  to  the  antlent  powers  and  prerogatives  of 
the  crown,  but  think  that  they  ought  always 
to  be  made  fubfervlent  to  the  publick  good,  and 
that  they  are  bounded  by  the  rights  and  liberties 
of  the  people :  The  Tory  intereft,  again,  I 
take  to  be  that  party  of  men  in  the  kingdom, 
who  have  fuch  a  veneration  for  the  powers  and 
prerogatives  of  the  crown,  as  to  think,  that  the 
publick  good  may  fometlmes  be  made  fubfer- 
vient  to  them,  and  that  they  can  be  bounded  by 
nothing  but  the  pleafure  of  the  King  and  his 
minifters.  In  fhort,  the  former  is  the  party  that 
fets  up  for  the  liberty  of  the  fubjedl,  without 
incroaching  upon  any  power  or  prerogative  the 
crown  can  juftly  claim  -,  the  latter  is  that  which 
fets  up  for  giving  fuch  a  loofe  to  the  powers  and 
prerogatives  of  the  crown,  as  to  leave  no  liberty 
to  the  fubjec5t. 

'  Now,  Sir,  I  do  not  call  a  man  a  Whig  or 
Tory  from  his  behaviour  twenty,  a  dozen,  or 
half  a  dozen  years  ago  :  I  give  every  man  the 
denomination  of  Whig  or  Tory  according  to  his 
prefent  behaviour.  If  a  man  fet  out  in  the  iirft 
part  of  his  life  with  the  charader  of  a  Tory, 
and  adled  as  fuch  for  feveral  years,  yet  if  he 
now  appears  In  the  caufe  of  liberty,  and  oppofes 
every  fcheme  that  he  thinks  may  tend  towards 
the  eftablidiment  of  arbitrary  power,  I  muft  call 
fuch  a  man  a  Whig,  and  while  he  behaves  In 
the  fame  manner,  I  fhall  always  fuppofe  him  to 
be  in  the  Whig  intereft.  On  the  other  hand, 
fuppofe  a  man  to  have  been  twenty  years  fince, 
or  but  one  year  fince,  one  of  the  mod  zealous 
aflertors  of  liberty  in  the  kingdom,  yet  if  I  find 
that  he  is  now  a  fanguin  fupporter  of  preroga^ 
tive,  and  ready  to  contrive  or  agree  to  any 
fcheme  that  may  tend  to  increafe  the  power 
of  the  crown,  I  muft  call  fuch  a  man  a  Tory, 
D  d  4  '  and 
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*  and  I  muft  call  that  intereft  which  he  is  engaged 

*  in,  the  Tory  intereft.     But  I  am  apt  to  fufpedt 

*  that  my  honourable  friend  calls  this  the  Whig 

*  intereft,   and  if  fo,    I  fhall  readily  agree  with 

*  him,  that  what  he  calls  the  Whig  intereft,  be- 

*  ing  that  which  I   call   the   Tory  intereft,  can- 

*  not    be    fupported   without   a   (landing    army. 

*  This  may  be  a  prevailing  argument  with  hini 
^  for  being  againft  any  redudlion,  but  it  is  an 
^  argument  that   has   a   quite  different  influence 

*  with  me  ;  for  I  think  no  intereft,  nor  any  par- 

*  ty  of  men,  ought  to  be  fupported,  if  a  ftand- 

*  ing  army  becomes  neceffary  for  their  fupport. 

'  I  come  now.   Sir,    to  an  argument  which  I 
'  mention  with   regret.      I  am  forry  to  hear  it 

*  faid  by  any  gentleman  in  this  houfe,  that  be- 

*  caufe  the  people  of  this  nation  are  difcontent- 

*  ed,  therefore  they  muft  be  opprefted  ;  for  what- 

*  ever  other  gentlemen  may  think,  I  take  this  to 

*  be  the  true  meaning  of  the  argument,  when 
^  they  fay,   that  becaufe  the  people  are   difcon- 

*  tented,  therefore  a  numerous  ftanding  army  muft 

*  be  kept  up  for  keeping  them  in  obedience.     To 

*  juftify  their  making  ufe  of  this  argument,  we 

*  -are  told,  that  the  prefent  difcontents  among  the 

*  people  are  chiefly  owing  to  difaffedlion.     If  this 

*  were  the  cafe,  I  muft  confefs  I  ftiould  be  under 

*  a  very  perplexing  dilemma  between  the  regard  I 

*  have   for  the  illuftrious  Family  now  upon  our 

*  throne,  and  the  regard  I  have  for  the  liberties 
-  of  rny  country  •,   but  thank  God!    this  is  far 

*  from  being  the  cafe ;  there  is  not  the  leaft  pre- 
**  terice  for  faying  that  any  of  our  prefent  difcon- 

*  tents  are  owing  to  difaffedlion,  becaufe  in  all  the 
^  riots   and   tumults   we  have  lately  had,   there 

*  has  not  been  the  leaft  muttering  heard  againft 

*  the  King,    nor  the  leaft  indignity  offered,    no 

*  not  fo  much  as  to  any  fervant  belonging  to  the 
^  Hoyal  Family  j  and  if  any  of  thefe  mobs  or 

*  riots 
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*  riots  had  proceeded  from  difafFe6lion,  If  the  peo- 
'  pie  had  been  fpirited  up  by  Jacobites,  if  they 

*  had  been  governed  by  any  fort  of  Jacobite  prin- 

*  ciples,  or  If  they  had  entertained  in  their  hearts 

*  any  fort  of  rancour,   malice,   or  difafFedlon  a- 

*  gainft   the  Royal   Family,    we  cannot  fuppofe 

*  them  fuch  politicians,  or  that  they  would  have 

*  put  fuch  a  reftraint  upon  their  private  fentiments, 

*  as  not  to  fhew  the  leaft  iign  of  them  upon  fuch 

*  occafions. 

*  This  fhews.  Sir,  how  groundlefs  it  is  to  pre- 

*  tend  that  our  prefent  Royal  Family  could  not 

*  remain  three  days  in  England^  if  it  were  not  for 

*  our  regular  army,  or  that  any  number  of  regu- 

*  lar  troops,  efpecially  fuch  a  numerous  ftanding 
'  army  as  we  have  at  prefent,  is  neceflary  for  de- 

*  fending  his  Majefty's  Perfon  from  infults  or  dan- 
^  gers.  No,  Sir,  whatever  may  be  the  cafe  of 
^  fome  of  thofe  who  are  near  St.  Jameses  palace, 

*  I  am  fure  his  Majefty  and  the  reft  of  the  Royal 
^  Family  might  remain  at  St.  James*s  palace,  or 
"^  any  other  part  of  the  kingdom,  in  the  utmoft 

*  fafety,  though  neither  of  them  had  any  fuch 
^  thing  as  that  now  called  a  foldier  to  attend  them. 

*  Of  this  we  have  now  a  glaring  proof  every  day 

*  before  our  eyes.  His  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince 

*  of  PFales  has  at  prefent  no  guards  to  attend 
■*  him  :  He  pafles  every  day  to  and  fro  in  the 

*  ftreets  of  London^   and  travels  every  where  a- 

*  bout  London^  without  fo  much  as  one  foldier  to 

*  guard  him :    Nay  he  has  not  fo  much  as  one 

*  {entry  upon  his  houfe  in  St.  James"^  Square  \ 

*  and  yet  his  Royal  Highnefs  lives,  I  believe,  in 

*  as  great  fecurity  at  his  houfe  in  St.James^s  Square^ 

*  v/ithout  one  fentry  to  guard  him,  as  his  Majefty 

*  can  be  fuppofed  to  do  in  St.  Jameses  palace,  with 

*  all  the  guards  about  him.' 

George 
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George Lyttleton^Kfq-,  fpoke  next  In  fubftance  thus: 

*  Mr.  Speaker, 
Mr  lyttk'       *  sir.  By  what  I  can  colled  from  the  long  de- 
ftw's  ipecch.  c  \^^^q  v^c  have  had  upon  this  queftion,  I  find  the 
'  three  chief  arguments  made  ufe  of  againft  the 

*  redudion  propofed  are,  the  fears  we  are  under 

*  from  the  Pretender,  the  difcontents  that  are 
'  among  our  people,  and  the  care  we  ought  to 
<  take  of  preferving  that  weight  and  influence, 
'  which  this  nation  ought  to  have  in  all  foreign 
'  negotiations.  Thefe,  Sir,  are  the  reafons,  and 
'  thefe  only  are  given  as  the  reafons,  for  keeping 

*  up  the  fame  number  of  mercenary  troops  but 
'  for  this  enfuing  year,  which  I  muft  think  is  a 

*  little  furprlzing  ;  for  if  there  be  any  weight  in 
'  any  of  thefe  reafons,  I  think  It  may  be  ealily 

*  ihewn,  that  they  will  always  be  as  good  as  they 
'  are  at  prefent ;  and  therefore,  If  any  one  of 
'  them  be  an  argument  for  keeping  up  the  fame 
'  number  of  mercenary  troops  but  for  one  year 
'  longer.  It  mud  be  an  argument  for  keeping  up 

*  the  fame  number  for  ever.     Nay,    I  believe, 

*  every   one   of   them    will   gather   new  weight 

*  every  fucceeding  year,  and  however  imaginary 

*  they  may  be  at  prefent,  I  am  afraid,  they  will 
'  at  lad  become  real,  and  may  become  good  rea- 

*  fons,  not  only  for  keeping  up  the  fame  number 

*  we  have  at  prefent,  but  for  keeping  up  a  much 
^  greater  number  ;  I  am  even  convinced  they  will 
^  at  laft  become  good  reafons  for  introducing  and 

*  keeping  up  a  large  body  of  foreign  mercenary 
'  troops  ',  for  if  our  people  (hould  become  gene- 
'  rally  dlfaftecjled,  as  well  as  difcontented,  our 
'  government  could  not  rely  upon  an  army  ralfed 

*  and  recruited  from  a  people  generally  difaffedl:- 
'  ed :  The  foldlers,  at  lead,  of  ~  fuch  an  army, 
'  would  be  apt  to  embrace  the  firll  opportunity 

*  for  following  their  natural  inclinations, 

^  As 
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*  As  for  the  Pretender^  Sir,  I  believe  no  maa 

*  can  doubt  but  that  we  fhall  always  have  a  Pre- 

*  tender  to  our  crown  ;    for  though  the  prefent 

*  Pretender  and  all  his  progeny  were  extindt,  there 
'  are  many  other  Popilli  families  who  would  fet 

*  up  the  fame  pretence  one  after  another,  fecretly 

*  at  leaft,  if  not  openly ;  therefore,  if  this  argu- 

*  ment  be  now  of  any  weight,  it  muft  always  be 

*  of  weight  j    but  the  weight  of  this  argument 

*  muft  always  depend  upon  the  number  of  the 

*  difaffeded  -,  and  as  none  of  our  difcontents  are 

*  as  yet  come  the  length  of  difaifedion,   as  we 

*  have  now  fo  few  Papifts  or  downright  Jacobites 
'  in  the  kingdom,  I  muft  think  it  ridiculous  to 
'  make  the  Pretender  a  pretence  for  keeping  up  a 
'  numerous  ftanding  army  within  the  kingdom,  in 
'  time  of  peace.     I  muft  fay,  it  puts  mc  in  mind 

*  of  a  mad  fellow,  called  Butler,  who  fome  years 

*  iince  ufed  to  run  about  the  ftreets  in  a  terrible 

*  confternation,  crying  out,  he  was  afraid  of  fome 

*  imaginary    perfon    his    wild    imagination    had 

*  formed  an  idea   of,    whom   he    called    Prince 

*  Kantemir. 

'  Then,  as  to  the  difcontents  that  are  faid  to 

*  be  at  prefent  fo  general  among  our  people,   \ 

*  muft  with  forrow  confefs  that  I  think  they  are 

*  but  too  general,  but  I  think  their  caufes  are  far 

*  from  being  fuch  as  have  been  afligned.     An  ho- 

*  nourable  gentleman  has  indeed  given  us  a  very 

*  ingenious  defcription  of  what  he  takes  to  be  the 

*  caufes  of  our  prefent  difcontents ;  but  thefe  cau- 

*  fes.  Sir,  are  fuch  as  muft  for  ever  fubfift,  and 

*  muft  for  ever  produce  the  fame  efteds ;  fo  that 

*  if  there  are  no  difcontents  in  the  nation,   but 

*  what  proceed  from  one  or  other  of  thefe  caufes, 

*  we  can  never  exped  to  fee  an  end  or  a  diminu- 

*  tion  of  our  difcontentSj    and  confequently  we 

*  can  never  exped:  to  fee  an  end  or  a  diminution 

*  of  our  ftanding  army.     The  firft  two,  I  mean 

*  the 
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the  dlfcon tents  of  thofe  who  are  fo  unreafonable 
as  to  exped  fafety  and  fecurity,  without  their 
being  at  any  trouble  or  expence  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  and  the  difcontents  of  thofe  who  are  fo 
fond  of  changes,  as  to  rifk  their  own  deftruc- 
tion  rather  than  not  have  one,  muft  both  be 
perpetual  -,  for  if  there  are  any  fuch  men  in  the 
kingdom  as  either  of  thefe,  there  is  no  reafon 
to  exped  they  will  ever  be  fewer :  Nay,  as 
thefe  caufes  are  fuch  as  proceed  from  the  nature 
of  mankind,  they  are  fuch  as  muft  not  only  for 
ever  fubfift,  but  muft  in  every  nation  fubfift  ; 
and  confequently,  the  difcontents  proceeding 
from  thefe,  muft  be  a  reafon  for  keeping  a  nu- 
merous ftanding  army  on  foot,  not  only  at  all 
times  but  in  all  nations.  From  hence  I  may 
fay,  that  fome  of  our  neighbours,  as  well  as 
we,  are  much  obliged  to  the  honourable  gentle- 
man, for  furnifhing  them  with  a  pretence  for 
keeping  up  great  armies,  which  I  am  perfuaded 
none  of  them  ever  thought  of  before.  But 
every  man  who  knows  any  thing  of  the  nature 
of  mankind,  muft  be  convinced  that  there  can- 
not be  in  this  nation,  nor  in  any  other,  a  great 
number  of  fuch  men  ;  and  therefore  no  govern- 
ment can  ftand  in  need  of  a  numerous  merce- 
nary army,  for  keeping  fuch  men  in  obedience. 
'  The  third  caufe.  Sir,  which  the  honourable 
gentleman  has  been  pleafed  to  aftign  for  our  dif- 
contents, is  likewife  a  caufe  which  muft  for  ever, 
and  every  where,  fubfift,  becaufe  it  depends 
upon  the  nature  of  mankind  ;  and  it  muft  in 
every  free  country  produce  the  fame  effedls  it 
does  in  this.  In  every  free  country  the  people 
have  a  right  to  make  their  own  laws,  and  to 
enquire  into  the  adminlftration  of  their  publick 
affairs  ;  therefore  they  have  a  right  to  know 
what  may  be  faid  for  or  agalnft  either.  In  fuch 
countries,  the  moft  wife  and  juft  adminlftration, 

^  the 


A.  1738.        DEBATES. 

the  moft  prudent  and  necefTary  lav/s  or  publick 
meafures,  may  be  traduced  and  mifreprefented 
by  fome  men,  for  felfifh  ends  j  but  in  every 
fuch  difpute,  the  government  has,  from  the 
very  nature  of  government,  a  great  advantage  : 
Thofe  who  fpeak  or  write  again  ft  the  meafures  of 
the  government,  even  fuppofing  thofe  meafures 
to  be  oppreflive  and  unjuft,  or  abfurd  and  ridi- 
culous, are  always  under  a  great  reftraint,  they 
are  always  in  danger  of  exceeding  thofe  bounds 
that  are  prefcribed  by  the  laws  of  their  country, 
and  have  often  fuffered  feverely  on  that  ac- 
count :  On  the  other  hand,  thofe  who  fpeak  or 
write  in  fupport  of  fuch  meafures,  are  never 
under  any  fuch  reftraint,  and  are  alv/ays  richly 
rewarded  •,  which  is  an  encouragement  their  an- 
tagonifts  can  feldom  expedt,  and  much  feldomer 
meet  with.  For  this  reafon  it  is  impoftible  to 
fuppofe,  that  by  any  fort  of  enquiry,  by  any 
fort  of  writing  or  fpeaking,  any  general  difcon- 
tent  can  be  raifed  againft  a  juft  and  wife  admi- 
niftration :  On  the  contrary,  the  more  their 
meafures  are  canvaiTed,  the  more  general  fatif- 
fadlion  they  muft  give  ;  for  truth  alv/ays  ap- 
pears the  brighter,  the  more  it  is  expofed  to  the 
light. 

*  The  fourth  caufe  of  difcontent,  which  the 
honourable  gentleman  has  been  pleafed  to  call 
downright  difafFedion,  is,  'tis  true,  fomething 
peculiar  to  this  nation-,  but  this  caufe  muft 
likewife  for  ever  fubfift,  becaufe,  I  believe,  we 
fhall  always  have  a  Popifti  Pretender  without, 
and  fome  few  Papifts  within  the  kingdom  : 
Nav,  I  do  not  know  but  that  we  may  always 
have  fome  Proteftants  poftefled  with  the  notions 
of  paffive  obedience  and  non-refiftance,  how- 
ever ridiculous  they  may  appear  to  thofe  who 
can  reafon  coolly  upon  the  fubjed ;  but  I  am 
furs  this  fort  of  Proteftants  Is  not  cgnfiderable  at 

'  prefentj 
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*  prefent,  nor  is  the  number  of  Papifts  fo  confi- 

*  derable  as  to  afford  any  colour  for  faying,  that     ' 
'  downright  difafFec^ion  is  one  of  the   principal 

'  caufes  of  thofe  difcontents,  which  are  at  prefent 
'  fo  general  among  our  people. 

*  Thus,  Sir,  I  have  fhewn,  I  think,  that  all  1 
'  the  caufes  of  difcontent,  that  have  been  affigned  ' 
'  by  thofe  who  argue  in  favour  of  a  ftanding  \ 
'  army,   are  fuch  as  muft  for  ever  fubfift,   and 

*  fuch  as  muft  always  have  the  fame  efFedl  they 

*  have  at  prefent ;  fo  that  if  there  are  now  no 

*  difcontents  among  us,  but  flich  as  proceed  from 

*  one  or  other  of  thefe  caufes,  our  difcontents,  as 

*  I  have  faid,  muft  always  be  as  general  as  they 

*  are  at  prefent,  and  consequently  we  muft  always 
'  'have  the  fame  reafon  for  keeping  up  the  fame 
^  number  of  mercenary  troops :  But  I  am  of  opi- 
'  nion,  that  moft  of  our  prefent  difcontents  pro- 

*  ceed  from  very  different  caufes,  and  that  the 

*  keeping  up  of  fuch  a  numerous  ftanding  army 
'  within  the  kingdom,  in  time  of  peace,  is  one 
'  of  the  chief,  though  not  the  only  caufe  of  moft 
'  of  our    prefent   difcontents.     The    honourable 

*  gentleman  has  told  us,  that  none  of  our  difcon° 

*  tents  can  be  owing  to  reafon,  becaufe  there  is  no 

*  country  in  the  world  where  the  liberties  and 

*  properties  of  the  fubjedt  are  more  facredly  pre- 
'  ferved,  nor  are  there  any  fubjedts  who  pay  lefs 

*  for  the  eafe  and  fecurity  they  enjoy,  than  the 

*  fubjeds  of  this  kingdom.  This  may,  perhaps, 
'  be  his  opinion  ;  but  even  he  himfelf  muft  ac- 
'  knowledge  there  are  multitudes  of  men  in  the 
'  kingdom,  who  think  otherwife  -,  men  who  are 

*  neither  Jacobites,    nor   fond   of  changes,    nor 

*  fuch  as  would  grudge  to  pay  their  proportiona- 

*  ble  fliare  towards  every  necefiary  publick  ex- 

*  pence.     Can  any   man  think  his   property   fa- 

*  credly  preferved,   when  he  is  obliged   to  pay    . 

*  heavy  taxes  for  fupporting  a  publick  expence^    I 

*  fbr^ 
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*  for  which  he  thinks  there  is  not  the  lead  occa- 

*  fion  ?  This  is  the  cafe  of  moft  men  in  the  na- 

*  tion :  I  believe  nine  parts  in  ten  of  our  people 

*  think  a  ftanding  army  of  12,000  men,  more 

*  than  we  have  occafion  for  in  time  of  peace  ; 
«  therefore  nine  parts  in  ten  of  our  people,  muft 
'  think  the  keeping  up  of  the  fupernumerary  6000 

*  a  publick  expence  for  which  there  is  not  the 

*  lead  occafion,   and  confequently,   nine  parts  in 

*  ten  of  our  people,  muft  think  their  property  is 

*  not  fo   facredly  prefer ved   as   it  ought  to  be, 

*  Can  any  man  think  either  his  liberty  or  property 

*  fecure,  who  thinks  that  both  depend  upon  the 

*  moderation  of  a  court,  and  the  honour  of  a  mer- 

*  cenary  army  ?  This  I  think  has  been  clearly 
'  fhewn,  in  the  courfe  of  this  debate,  to  be  our 

*  cafe  at  prefent,  and  that  it  mud  always  be  our 

*  cafe  as  long  as  we  keep  fuch  a  numerous  merce- 
'  nary  army  within  the  kingdom  -,  and  no  man 
'  who  thinks  fo,  which  is,  I  believe,  the  cafe  of 
^  moft  thinking  men  in  the  kingdom,  can  think 
'  either  his  liberty  or  property  fo  fecure  as  it 
'  ought  to  be. 

*  The  liberties  and  properties  of  the  fubjedt 
'  may  be  as  fecure  and  as  facredly  preferved  in 
'  this,  as  in  any  neighbouring  country  ;  but  this, 
^  Sir,  is  not  fufficient.  If  our  neighbours  are  all 
'  flaves,  are  we  to  be  pleafed  with  being  lefs 
'  flaves,  or  happier  flaves,  than  they  ?  No,  Sir  : 
'  Nothing  can  pleafe  our  people,  nor  ought  they 
'  to  be  pleafed  with  any  thing  lefs  than  having 
^  their  liberties  and  properties  as  fecure  and  as  fa- 
'  credly  preferved,  as  they  ought  to  be  by  the 
'  nature  of  our  conftitution  -,  and  this  they  never 
'  can,  as  long  as  we  unnecefTarily  keep  up  a  nu- 
'  merous  ftanding  army  in  time  of  peace.  It  is 
^  not  therefore  a  comparative,  it  is  a  real  fecurity 
'  our  people  expert  •,  and  every  one  muft  be  dif 

*  contented,,  who  thinks  he  does  not  enjoy  that 

*  fecurity. 
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*  fecurity.  This,  I  fay.  Sir,  is  one  of  the  chief 
'  caufes  of  our  prefent  difcontents  y  and  as  it  has 
'  been  admitted  of  all  fides,  that  difcontent  may 
'  at  laft  deviate  into  difaffedtion,  thofe  who  are 
'  really  afraid  of  the  Pretender,  and  have  nothing 

*  elfe  to  fear,  ought,   and  certainly  will  be  for 

*  removing  this  caufe  of  difcontent  as  foon  as 

*  poffible. 

'  It  may,  as  I  have  fald.  Sir,  be  true,  that  in 

*  this  country  the  liberties  and  properties  of  the 
'  fubjedt  are  as  facredly  preferved  as  in  any  other ; 

*  but  I  am  furprized  to  hear  it  faid,  that  there  are 
'  no  fubjeds  who  pay  lefs  for  the  eafe  and  fecurity 
'  they  enjoy,  than  the  fubjeds  of  this  kingdom  j 

*  for  I  will  venture  to  affirm,  and  if  it  were  ne- 
'  ceflary,  I  could  from  calculation  and  comparifon 
'  make  it  appear,  that  the  taxes  paid  by  the  peo~ 

*  pie  of  this  kingdom  yearly,  amount  to  a  greater 
'  fum,  in  proportion  to  their  numbers,  than  is 
'  paid  yearly  by  any  people,  I  believe,  under  the 
'  fun  ;  therefore,  if  there  be  any  publick  expence 
'  incurred,  that  is  not  abfolutely  iieceflary,  or  if 
'  any  man  has  of  late  years  with  impunity  in  vol- 

*  ved  the  nation  in  expences,  which  were  not  ne- 
'  ceflary,  whoever  thinks  fo,  muft  have  reafon  to 
'  be  difcontented,   without  imputing  his  difcon- 

*  tent  to  any  of  the  caufes  the  honourable  gentle- 
'  man  has  been  pleafed  to  aflign  ;  and  I  am  afraid 
'  there  are  but  too  many  who  think  fo  •,  but  whe- 
'  ther  they  have  juft  ground  to  think  fo,  I  (hall 

*  not  take  upon  me  to  determine.     If  they  have 

*  not,  furely  fome  proper  methods  may  be  found, 

*  to  perfuade  them  they  are  in  the  wrong  ;  for  to 
'  pretend  to  convince  them  by  a  ftanding  army, 

*  I  muft  look  on  to  be  the  fame  with  that  method 

*  of  arguing,  which  Popifh  inquifitions  make  ufe 

*  of  for  the  converfion  of  hereticks  and  infidels  i 

'  or. 
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*  di-,  as  a  facetious  author  of  our  own  has  ex- 

*  prcfTed  it, 

Such  as  do  build  their  faith  upon 

"The  holy  text  of  pike  and  gtvt.        Hu  d  1  b  r  a  s , 

*  I  dome  now,  Sir,  to  the  third  reafon  that  hag 
been  inhfled  on  for  our  keeping  up  the  fame 
number  of  regular  troops,  which  is,  that  it  is 
neceilary  for  preferving  the  weight  and^influence 
this  nation  ought  to  have  in  all  foreign  negotia^ 
tions.  This  likewife  is  brought  as  a  reafon  for 
keeping  up  the  fame  number  of  forces,  only  fot 
this  enfuiilg  y&ar  ;  but  does  not  every  one  fee, 
that  this  muft  be  as  ftrong  a  reafon  with  next 
feflion,  and  v/ith  every  fucceeding  felfion  of 
Parliament,  as  it  (fan  be  v/ith  the  prefent  ?  If 
the  weight  and  influence  we  now  have  in  foreiga 
negotiations  depends  upon  the  number  of  mer- 
cenary troops  we  keep  in  our  pay,  what  reafod 
can  be  afligned  for  its  not  depending  a  year 
hence,  or  two  years  hence,  upon  the  fame 
caufe,  as  much  as  it  can  be  fuppofed  to  do  af 
prefent  ?  This  reafon,  therefore,  Hke  the  two 
former,  mufl  be  a  perpetual  reafon  for  keeping 
up  the  fame  number  of  mercenary  troops  ;  for 
I  fancy  it  will  not  be  fuppofed  there  can  ever 
happen  a  time,  when  we  ihall  have  rio  occafiori 
for  having  any  influence  in  foreign  negotiations  ; 
but  this.  Sir,  can  be  no  reafon  for  keeping  up  a 
numerous  fl:anding  army  in  time  of  peace,  ei- 
ther in  the  prefent  or  any  future  time  ;  for  I  ant 
certain,  the  weight  and  influence  of  this  nation 
in  foreign  negotiations  of  all  kinds,  and  in  all 
countries,  mufl:  depend  upon  the  wifdom  of  our 
councils,  arid  the  unity  and  confidence  that  fub- 
flfts  between  our  King  and  people.  Our  neigh- 
bours are  fully  fenfible  of  the  power  of  this  na- 
tion^ and  wDl  always  have  a  due  regard  for 
Vol.  XV.  Ee  ^  that 
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'  that  power,  when  they  think  it  is  united  and 
'  prudently  dired:ed.  This  we  may  be  convinced 
'  of  from  every  part  of  our  hiftory,  and  this  is 
'  one  of  the  ftrongeft  arguments  with  me  for  re- 

*  ducing  our  army ;  for  by  keeping  up  a  numie- 

*  rous  {landing  army  in  time  of  peace,  we  fhall 
'  always  convince  foreigners,  that  there  are  dif- 
'  cords  and  animofities  between  our  King   and 

*  people,  or  that  there  is  great  folly  in  our  coun- 
'  cils ;  becaufe,  if  there  are  no  difcords  or  animo- 
'  fities  between  our  King  and  people,  confidering 
'  the  fituation  of  our  countiy  and  the  fuperiority 
'  of  our  fleet,  we  can  have  no  occafion  for  keep- 
'  ing  up  a  numerous  land  army  in  time  of  peace  j 
'  therefore  no  wife  adminiftration  will  put  their 
'  people  to  fuch  an  unneceflary  expence  -,  and  no 

*  foreigner  will  have  any  great  regard  for  our 
'  power,  if  it  were  much  greater  than  it  is,  as 
'  long  as  they  are  convinced,  that  our  power  is 
'  difunited,  or  that  it  is  under  the  dire6tion  of 
'  weak  and  ridiculous  councils. 

*  This,  Sir,  I  am  afraid  is  an  effe6b  which  we 

*  feel  at  prefent.     We  have  for  fo  many  years 

*  kept  up  a  numerous  {landing  army  in  time  of 
^  peace,  that  foreigners  I  am  afraid  begin  to  think 

*  t\\t  power  of  this  nation  is  difunited,  or  not 
'  prudently  directed  j  and  therefore  have  not 
*"  fhewed  us  fo  much  regard,  in  fome  late  negoti- 

*  ations,  as  they  ought  to  have  done.    I  am  con- 

*  vinced  they  v/ill  find  themfelves  miftaken,  if 
*-  they  lliould  at  laft  by  their  condudl  oblige  us  to 
^  make  ufe  of  our  power,  in  order  to  convince 
'  them  of  their  error  •,  for  this  is  one  of  thofe  few 

*  errors  which  can  be  removed  only  by  force  of 

*  arms ;  but  a  numerous  land  army  can  never  be 

*  the  moil  proper  fort  of  force  for  this  nation  to 

*  make  ufe  of,  even  for  fuch  a  purpofe  •,  and 
'  much  lefs  can  it  be  proper  or  necelTary  for  us  to 
'  provide  any  fuch  army,  till  we  have  occafion 

*  for 


A.  1738.        DEBATES.  419 

^  for  them.  Our  neighbours  all  know  we  can 
'  have  fuch  armies  whenever  we  have  a  mind, 

*  becaule  we  have  money  to  pay  for  them ;  and 

*  if  we  cannot  march  them  by  land,  they  know 
^  v/e  have  an  irreiiHible  fleet,  which  can  convey 
'-  them  wherc-cVer  we  pleafe  to  dired  our  ven^ 
'-  geance. 

'  With  refpcdl  to  Spain^  Sir,  I  am  forry  to  fay 

*  it  mud:  be  confeflfed,  that  we  have  negotiated 

*  in  vain,  and  they  have  plundered  with  fuccefs 
'  for  too  many  years ;  but  what  can  this  be  owing 
•^  to  ?  Can  it  be  thought  they  are  ignorant  of  the 
'  power  of  Great  Britain^  or  that  they  would  dare 

*  to  ftir  it  up  to  vengeance,  if  they  thought  it 

*  were  united,  and  wifely  condudled  ?  No,  Sir, 
'  this  is  not  to  be  prefumed  :  They  are  certainly 
'  of  opinion,  that  there  are  difcords  and  animofi- 
'  ties  fubfifting  between  his  Majefty  and  his  peo- 
'  pie  -,  and  this  miftake  of  theirs  can  be  owing  to 
'  nothing  but  to  our  having  kept  up  in  this  ifiand^ 
'  for  fo  many  years,  fuch  a  numerous  ftanding 
'  army ;  therefore,  if  we  exped  to  obtain  redrefs 
'  from  them  by  negotiation,  the  moft  probable 
'  way  of  fucceeding  would  be,  to  make  an  im- 
'  mediate  redudion  of  our  army.  But  fuppofe 
'  we  can  exped:  no  fuch  thing ;  fuppofe  we  are 
'  now  fully  convinced,  that  the  only  way  of  ob- 
'  taining  reparation  mull  be  by  force  of  arms, 

*  what  reafon  can  we  have  for  keeping  up  a  nu- 
'  merous  land  army  for  that  purpofe  ?  No  man 
'  will  pretend,  that  in  cafe  of  a  war  with  Spain^ 
'-  we  can  or  ought  to  invade  that  kingdom  with 

*  fuch  a  land  force,  as  may  be  fuperior  to  any 

*  army  they  can  fend  againft  it :  All  we  have  oc- 

*  cafion  for  is,  to  fend  a  fuperior  fleet,  v/ith  fome 

*  land  forces  on  board,  to  infefl  their  coaits,  till 
'  we  have  brought  them  to  reafonable  terms  -,  and 
^  for  this  purpofe  we  could  fpare  troops  enough 
^  from  Britain  and  Ireland^  even  though  the  pre- 

B^  e  2  *  fent 
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'  lent  redudion  fhould  be  agreed  to;  or  if  we 
'  could  not  fpare  enough  of  our  own,  what  fhould 
.'  hinder  us  from  hiring  as  many  from  fome  of 
'  our  neighbours,  as  we  can  have  occafion  for 
'  upon  any  fuch  occafion  ? 

'  For  this  reafon,  Sir,  I  little  expe6led  that 
'  the  prefent  fituation  we  are  in  with  refpcct  to 
'  Spain^  fhould  have  been  mentioned  as  a  reafon 
*"  tor  keeping  up  the  fame  number  of  land  forces; 
'  but  I  am  furprized  they  fliould  mention  it  for 
'  this  purpofe,  after  they  had  forgot  to  make  the 

*  lead  mention  of  it,  when  they  v/ere  racking 
'  their  invention  to  find  reafons  for  the  general 

*  difcontent,  that  reigns  at  prefent  among  our 
'  people;  for  can  it  be  queftioned  but  that  the 
^  depredations  and  barbarities  committed  by  the 
'  Spaniards  with  impunity,  for  fo  many  years,  a- 
'  gainfb  our  merchants  and  feamen,  occafion  great 
'  difcontents  and  great  heart-burnings  among  our 
^  people?  Every  man  who  has  been  plundered, 
'  infulted,  or  cruelly  ufed  by  the  Spaniards^  and 
^  who  has  complained  in  vain  to  thofe  who  are  in 

*  duty  bound  to  give  ear  to  his  complaints,  mufl 
'  be  diffatisfied ;  and  all  thofe  who  have  heard 
^  his  melancholy  tale,  muft  be  diffatisfied,  if  they 
*•  have  any  regard  for  the  honour,  the  trade,  or 
'  the  happinefs  of  their  native  country,  which 

*  muft  all  be  greatly  affeded  by  fuffering  fuch 
^  indignities  to  pafs  unpunifhed.  I  hope  we  have 
'  always  been,  I  hope  we  ftili  are,  in  a  condition 

*  to  take  proper  vengeance,  whenever  we  find 

*  that  no  fort  of  peaceable  meafures  can  procure 

*  us  reparation  or  fecurity ;  but  if  we  are  not,  I 
'  fufped:  there  muft  be  fome  fault  in  our  late 
'  condudf ;  and  if  there  is,  it  ought  to  be  enqui- 

*  red  into  in  a  proper  way,  and  punilhed  in  a  fe- 
'  vere  manner:  It  would  give  fome  fatisfadlion 
'  to  the  fufferers  and  to  the  people,  to  fee  juftice 
^  done  upon  thofe  (if  there  be  any  fuch)  who,  by 

'  their 
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their  ill  condudl,  have  brought  the  nation  into 
fuch  a  forlorn  and  helplefs  condition. 
'  This,  Sir,  leads  me  naturally  to  confider  a 
fuppofition  that  has  been  made,  and  an  argu- 
ment for  a  numerous  (landing  army  that  has 
been  drawn  from  it,  by  an  honourable  gentle- 
man in  this  debate,  with  both  of  which  I  am 
not  a  little  furprized.  it  has  been  fuppofed, 
that  the  difcontents  of  our  people  proceed  from 
notorious  opprefTions  or  malverfations  in  our 
admjniftration,  and  from  thence  it  has  been  ar- 
gued, that  our  army  ought  not  to  be  reduced 
till  the  authors  of  fuch  opprefTions  and  malver- 
fations have  been  tried  and  punifhed  in  a  pro- 
per and  legal  method.  With  refped  to  any  of 
our  prefent  difcontents,  or  our  prefent  admini- 
llration,  I  am  fure  no  fuch  fuppofition  can  be 
made ;  but  allow  me.  Sir,  to  make  fuch  a  fup- 
pofition with  refped  to  fome  future  adminifVra- 
tion.  Suppofe  then,  that  in  fome  future  age, 
an  adminiftration,  or  a  let  of  minifters,  or,  if 
you  pleafe,  one  prime  and  fole  miniiler,  fhould 
for  feveral  years,  under  the  fliadow  and  protec- 
tion of  a  (landing  army,  carry  on  opprefTive  and 
ridiculous  meafures  -,  would  not  thefe  miniders, 
or  that  minider,  during  that  whole  time,  en- 
deavour to  put  the  army  entirely  under  the 
command  of  his  creatures  and  dependants  ?  And 
would  not  he,  at  the  fame  time,  endeavour  to 
bring  as  many  of  thofe  creatures  and  depen- 
dants into  parliament  as  poffible  ?  By  this  latter 
method  he  might,  perhaps,  be  able  to  prevent" 
any  enquiry  or  profecution's  being  brought  into 
Parliament  againfl  him-,  and  in  cafe,  by  the 
viruie,  or  the  refentment  of  the  people,  he 
(hould  fail  in  this  method  of  protecling  him- 
felf,  he  might  then  probably,  by  means  of  the 
former  method,  be  able  to  treat  the  Parliament 
as  Oliver  Cromwell  treated  the  Parliament  in  his 
E  e  3  '  time, 
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time.  Now  I  would  be  glad  to  know,  what 
gentleman  would  be  fuch  a  fool  as  to  move  for 
any  fort  of  profecution  in  Parliament  againft  a 
miniller,  who,  he  knew,  had  a  majority  in  that 
very  Parliament,  that  would  juflify  him  at  any 
rate  :  Or  what  Parliament  would  be  fuch  fools 
as  to  begin  a  profecution  againft  a  minifter, 
that  had  an  army  at  his  beck  fufHcient  for  turn- 
ing them  out  of  doors. 

'  In  every  fuch  cafe.  Sir,  a  redu6lion  of  the 
army  muft  be  the  firft  ftep,  that  could  poflibly 
with  any  prudence  be  taken-,  for  if  the  friends 
of  the  people  fhould  find  themfelves  difappoint- 
ed  in  that  ftep,  it  would  be  ridiculous,  it  would 
be  madnefs  in  them,  to  expe6l  fuccefs  in  any 
legal  method  they  could  take,  for  bringing  the 
authors  of  fuch  oppreflions  or  malverfations  to 
juftice. 

'  But  if  they  fhould  fucceed  in  this,  they  might 
from  thence  conceive  fome  hopes  *,  and  the  peo- 
ple would  look  upon  it  as  a  preparatory  ftep  for 
relieving  them  from  all  their  grievances :  They 
would  then  begin  to  put  a  truft  and  confidence 
in  their  Parliament,  and  would  wait  with  pa- 
tience fpr  that  relief,  which  they  faw  their  Par- 
liament was  about  to  give  them  •,  for  there  is  no 
example  in  our  hiftories,  of  our  people's  ever 
endeavouring  to  take  vengeance,  or  to  do  them- 
felves juftice,  in  a  riotous  and  tumultuous  man- 
ner, as  long  as  they  have  any  hopes  of  obtain- 
ing it  in  a  legal  or  parliamentary  method. 
Therefore,  if  ever  this  nation  fhould  happen  to 
fall  into  fuch  unfortunate  circumftances,  as  have 
been  fuppofed,  a  reduction  of  the  army  would 
be  the  moft  proper  method  tlie  Parliament 
could  take,  for  preventing  mobs,  tumults,  of 
infurrediions  among  the  people ;  and  it  would 
be  zlie  only  method,  by  which  the  Parliament, 
Qj  at  leaft  the  people's  friends  in  Parliament, 

*  could 
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could  hope  for  fucccfs  in  their  generous  defign 
of  relieving  their  country. 
'  Thus,  Sir,  I  think  I  have  fhewn,  that  none 
of  the  arguments  made  ufe  of  for  our  keeping 
up  the  fame  number  of  forces  for  this  enfuing 
year,  are  fuch  as  can  be  of  any  weight,  and 
that  if  they  were  now  of  any  weight,  they  are 
fuch  as  not  only  mud  have  always  the  fame 
weight,  but  muft  every  year  acquire  an  additi- 
onal weight :  Therefore,  with  Mr.  Trencbard, 
who  has  been  already  mentioned  in  this  debate, 
I  muft  conclude,  that  thofe  who  make  ufe  of 
fuch  arguments  for  keeping  up  fuch  an  army 
for  one  year  only,  are  really  in  their  hearts  for 
keeping  up  fuch  an  army  in  fecula  feciiloriim\ 
and  to  make  us  fwallow  this  bitter  pill  the  more 
glibly,  we  are  told,  why  would  you  make  a 
reduction  in  your  army  ?  The  few  additional 
troops  you  propofe  to  reduce,  coft  the  nation 
but  a  mere  trifle  yearly :  You  will  fave  but 
216,000/.  a  year  by  the  redudtion  propofed; 
which  can  make  no  extraordinary  figure  in  the 
publick  accounts  of  this  nation.  What  figure 
fuch  a  laving  may  make  in  that  gentleman's 
eyes,  I  do  not  know.  Sir;  but  a  faving  of 
216,000/.  will,  I  am  fure,  make  a  very  confi- 
derable  figure  in  the  eyes  of  every  gentleman, 
who  is  not  accuftomed  to  deal  in  millions. 
Even  this  faving  alone  for  twenty  years  paft, 
would  have  paid  off  above  fix  millions  of  pub- 
lick  debt;  for  an  annuity  of  216,000/.  at  \fer 
Cent,  compound  intereil,  amounts  in  twenty 
years  to  near  6,500,000/.  and  notwithftanding 
the  great  debt  we  owe,  I  muft  think  that  a 
payment  of  6,500,000/.  would  make  no  incon- 
fiderable  figure,  when  compared  with  the  fum 
total  of  our  publick  debts.  But  this  is  not  all ; 
for  if  we  had  reduced  our  army  twenty  years 
fince  to  12,000  men,  we  might  long  before 
E  e  4  '  now 
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*  now  have  reduced  them  to  a  much  lefs  number; 

*  for  the  nature  of  a  Handing  army  is  fuch,  that  ^ 
'  the  more  you  reduce  it  the  more  you  may,  and 

'  the  more  you  increafe  it,  the  greater  reafon  will 
■^  you  always  have  to  increafe. 

'  Every  one  knows.  Sir,  how  our  parliamen- 

*  tary  armies  have  increafed,  fince  the  year  1697, 
^  which  was  the  firft  time  fuch  a  |:hing  was  intro- 

*  duced  by  confent  of  ParHament.     It  was  then 

*  afked  but  for  one  year,  but  the  nation  has  ne- 

*  ver  fince  been  able  to  get  rid  on't,  and  it  has 
'  vallly  increafed  fince  that  time.    I  doubt  much 

*  if  it  is  yet  cpme  to  its  full  growth  \  for  I  dq 
'  not  know  but  that  twenty  years  hence,  or  un- 

*  der  fome  future  adminiftration,  I  may  fee  d, 
'  ftanding  army  of  30,000  thought  as  necelTary, 

*  and  agreed  to  by  Parliament  as  unanimoufly, 
^  as  an  army  of  18,000  is  now.  Even  this  very 
'  year,  though  no  addition  has  been  made  to  our 

*  troops  here  in  Britain^  yet  an  addition  of  one 
'  regiment  is  I  hear  to  be  made,  or  has  already 
'  been  made,  to  our  troops  in  the  Plantations. '  I 
'  do  not  fay,  Sir,  but  that  it  was  necelTary  to'  fend 

*  fome  additional  troops  to  that  country.    1  wi/h 

*  moft  of  the  troops  we  now  have  in  Great  Bri- 
'  tain  were  always  kept  there.  In  that  country 
'  they  might  fometimes  be  ufeful,  and  could  ne- 
'  ver  be  dangerous  to  their  native  country ;  and 

*  the  honourable  gentleman,  who  is  to  have  the 

*  command  of  the  troops  to  be  fent  thither,  will, 

*  I  am  fure,  make  the  belt  ufe  of  them  upon  any 
"  occafion  that  ih^ll  offer  -,  but  I  think  there  was 

*  no  neceflity  for  railing  a  new  regiment  for  that 

*  purpofe ;  I  think  one  pf  the  regim.ents  we  have 
"'  at  home  might  have  been  fent  thither;  I  am 

*  fure  we  could  have  fpared  half  a  dozen.     This 

*  new  regiment  is  a  new  addition  to  the  annual 
'  charge  of  the  nation,  I  reckon,  of  near  io,cpo/. 

*  if  pot  rnore,  as  will  appear  by  coniparing  the 

'  efbifnate 
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eftimate  of  the  charge  of  his  Majeily's  forces  in 
the  Plantatious,  Minorca^  and  Gibraltar^  for  this 
next  enfuing  year,  with  the  fum  granted  by 
Parliament  for  the  fanie  purpofe  laft  year :  I 
fay,  upon  comparing  thefe  two  fums  together, 
it  will  be  found  that  the  former  exceeds  the  lat- 
ter by  at  leaft  10,000/.  And  confidering  the 
great  debt  we  owe,  and  the  many  heavy  taxes 
our  people  are  obliged  to  pay,  I  think  nothing 
but  the  mofl  abfolute  necelTity  fhould  induce  us 
to  load  xh.t  nation  with  the  moil  trifling  addi- 
tion to  its  prefent  annual  charge. 
'  I  fhall  conclude.  Sir,  with  obferving,  that 
even  xh^  honourable  gentlemen,  who  have 
fpoke  againft  the  queftion  now  under  our  con- 
fideration,  have  furnifhed  us  with  a  moil  pow- 
erful argument  in  its  favour.  They  have  told 
us,  that  a  ftanding  army  can  never  contribute 
towards  the  overthrow  of  our  conftitution,  with- 
out its  being  properly  garbled  for  that  purpofe. 
I  do  not  know  what  thefe  gentlemen  call  garb- 
ling, but  when  I  fee  gentlemen  of  the  army 
turned  out  of  their  commiflions,  or  threatned 
to  be  turned  out,  without  a  pretence  of  their 
having  been  guilty  of  any  military  crime  -,  when 
I  fee  others  advanced  and  preferred  out  of  their 
turn,  to  the  prejudice  of  thofe  who fe  turn  it 
was  to  have  that  preferment,  without  fo  much 
as  a  pretence  of  any  fuperior  military  virtue  in 
the  former ;  I  fay,  Sir,  when  I  fee  fuch  things 
done,  and  frequently  done,  I  muft  call  it  garb- 
ling the  army ;  for  when  a  man  is  punifhed  for 
a  vice,  or  rev/arded  for  a  virtue,  which  he  that 
is  the  caufe  of  infiifting  the  punifhment,  or  be- 
ftowing  the  rev/ard,  dares  not,  or  is  afhamed  to 
own,  I  fhall  always  fufped  that  the  natural 
courfe  of  things  is  inverted,  that  the  vicious 
only  can  exped:  to  be  rewarded,  and  that  the 
virtuous  are  fure  of  being  difcouraged,  if  nqt 

*  punifhed. 
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punifhed,  as  foon  as  their  virtuous  difpofition 
begins  to  appear.  Julius  C^far  had  as  great 
reafon  as  any  man  can  ever  have,  to  difcourage 
virtue,  and  reward  the  vicious :  Julius  defar  did 
fometimes  threaten  men  for  doing  their  duty  -, 
but  Julius  C^far  was  always  extremely  fhy  of 
putting  fuch  threats  in  execution.  We  are  told, 
that  when  he  went  to  feize  upon  the  facred 
treafure  of  Rome^  and  was  oppofed  by  MetelluSy 
the  Tribune,  he  threatned  to  kill  Metellus^  and 
at  the  fame  time  told  him,  Iftud^  nonne  fcis^  a- 
dolefcentule^  longe  miht  dificilius  ejfe  dicer e^  quam 
facere.  This  was  threatning  a  man  for  doing 
his  duty,  but  Julius  C^Jar  took  care  not  to  put 
that  threat  in  execution.  In  this  age,  and  in 
this  country,  we  have  heard  of  mens  having 
been  threatned  for  doing  their  duty  :  We  have 
not  only  heard  of  fuch  threats  being  made,  but 
we  have  fome  reafon  to  fufpedl  they  have  fome- 
times been  put  in  execution ;  for  when  an  offi- 
cer of  the  army  is  turned  out  of  his  commiffion 
without  any  publick  accufation,  whatever  accu- 
fation  may  have  been  privately  brought  againfl 
him,  we  have  reafon  to  fuppofe  the  accufation 
falfe,  and  that  the  true  caufe  of  fuch  an  accu- 
fation's  being  brought  againft  him  was,  his 
having  done  his  duty,  or  his  having  refufed  to 
do  what  he  thought  was  inconfiftent  with  his 
honour.  If  fuch  pradices  have  been  lately  in- 
troduced, I  mufr  think  that  thofe  who  have  in- 
troduced them.,  have  begun  to  garble  the  army ; 
and  therefore,  even  according  to  the  opinion  of 
thofe  gentlemen  who  have  argued  againft  this 
queftion,  it  is  now  high  time  for  the  Parliament 
to  think  of  reducing  the  army  -,  for  if  the  firft 
fefTion  of  Parliament  after  fuch  pradlices  have 
been  introduced,  fhould  pafs  them  over  without 
notice,  it  may  probably  be  put  out  of  the  power 
of  the  next,  or  any  future  feffion,  to  take  the 

'  leaft 
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*  leaft  notice   of  them,    or  to  prevent  the  fatal 

*  efFeds  of  them  by  a  redudlon.' 

The  next  that  fpoke  was  Colonel  Mordaunt^ 
whofe  fpeech  was  to  this  efFedl,   viz, 

*  Mr.  Speaker, 
*  Sir,  I  feldom  give  this  houfe  the  trouble  of  coi.  Mo^ 

'  hearing  what  I  can  fay  upon  any  queftion  that  ^''"'"'' 

*  happens  to  be  before  them ;  but  fometimes  the  ^"*^  * 

*  fpirit  moves,  and  then  I  muft  out  with  it. 
^  However,  though  I  am  at  prefent  moved  by  a 

*  fort  of  fpirit,  yet  I  cannot  pretend  it  is  a  fpirit  of 
^  prophecy  :  I  cannot  pretend  to  tell  what  will 
'  happen  twenty  years  hence,  or  under  any  future 
'  adminiflration  :  I  have  not  fo  much  forefight ; 
^  nor  have  I  fo  fharp  an  eye  towards  any  fu- 
'  ture  adminiftration,    as   fome  gentlemen   feem 

*  to  have  who  have  fpoke  before  me  in  this 
'  debate.     Whether  any  future  adminiftration  will 

*  think  a  greater  number  of  regular  troops  necef- 
'  fary  than  what  we  have  at  prefent,  is  what  1 
'  fhall  not  pretend  to  determine  *,  but  this  I  may 
'  venture  to  foretel,  that  no  future  adminiftratioil 
'  will  think  a  lefs  number  neceflary  •,  and  if  I  live 
'  to  fee  a  new  adminiftration,  I  may  happen  to 
'  fee  fome  of  thofe  gentlemen,    who  have  this 

*  day  argued  fo  ftrenuoufly  againft  the  prefent 
'  number,  then  arguing  as  ftrenuoufly  for  keeping 
'  up  a  greater  number. 

'  Thofe  who  call  themfelves  Whigs,   are,   In- 

'  deed,  the  only  perfons  who  can,  with  any  con- 

'  fidence,  argue  againft  a  ftanding  army  \  for  if 

'  any  noted  Tory,  or  fufpeded  Jacobite,  fhould 

*  argue  againft  our  keeping  up  a  few  regular 
'  troops  by  authority  of  Parliament,  it  would  be 
'  eafy  to  anfwer  him.  Every  man  would  com- 
'  pare  him  to  the  fat  man,  who  muttered  and 
"•  complained  againft  the  crowd,  which  he  himfelf 

3  '  was 
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was  the  principal  caufe  of;    but  I   wifh  thofe 
Whigs  who  now  argue  againft  a  ftanding  army, 
would  confider  what  they  have  been,  or  what 
they  may  be.     If  the  journals  of  this  houfe  had        ] 
been  exactly  taken,  and  religioufly  preferved,  I 
do  not  know  but  It  might  have  been  found,  that        ; 
fome  of  them  are  now  making  ufe  of  the  argu-        \ 
ments,    which  they  themfelyes   have  formerly        I 
with  great  ftrength  of  reafon  refuted  -,   and  o-        ] 
thers   may,    for   what  they   know,    be  laying 
themfelves    under    very    great   difficulties ;    for 
they  may,  perhaps,  be  now  laying  a  foundation 
for  bringing  their  own  authority  againft  their  fu- 
ture opinion.     'Tis  true,  a  man  may  change  his 
opinion,  but  whatever  caufe  he  may  find  from 
a  change  in  his   own  circumftances,   he  may, 
perhaps,  find  it  hard  to  give  a  reafon  for  chang- 
ing his  opinion,  from  any  change  in  the  nature 
of  things,  or  in  the  circumftances  of  the  na- 
tion ;  and  no  man  v/ill  then  chufe,  I  believe,  to 
fay,  that  he  is  now  for  a  ftanding  army,  becaufe 
he  is  a  minifter,  and  was  formerly  againft  it  be= 
caufe  he  was  not.  j 

'  But,  Sir,  of  all  thofe  who  have  this  day  de- 
clared themfelves  againft  a  ftanding  army,  i 
am  furprized  at  thofe  who  are  called  by  the 
patriots,  placemen.  I  know  they  call  us  fo 
by  way  of  contempt ;  but  whatever  they  think, 
I  fhall  never  be  afhamed  of  ferving  my  country, 
in  any  poft  the  crown  pleafes  to  put  me  in, 
nor  can  I  look  upon  it  as  a  difcredit  to  have  an 
honour  conferred  upon  me,  by  what  even  the 
patriots  themfelves  muft  allow  to  be  the  only 
fountain  of  honour  in  this  nation.  I  am  con- 
vinced all  placemen  are  of  my  opinion,  and  I 
am  furprized  to  hear  any  placeman  arguing  in 
favour  of  a  reduction  of  the  army  •,  for  we  who 
have  commiflions  in  the  army,  muft  be  allowed 
to  be  placemen  as  well  as  others  j  and  if  the        1 

'  fpirit 
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fplrit  of  reducing  fhould  prevail,  with  refpe(5l  to 
military  placemen,  our  civil  placemen  would 
do  well  to  look  to  themfelves,  for  many  of  our 
civil  pofts  may  be  thought  as  dangerous  and  as 
ufelefs  as  moft  of  our  military  :  Nay,  I  do  not 
know  but  this  fpirit  may  at  laft  attack  our  efta- 
blifhed  church,  by  reducing  all  the  ufelefs  eccle- 
fiaftical  pofts  in  the  kingdom  •,  in  which  cafe  I 
do  not  know  but  it  might  with  fome  reafon  be 
faid,  the  church  is  in  danger.  It  is  commonly 
faid,  that  two  of  a  trade  can  never  agree,  and 
yet  we  find  it  is  natural  for  all  thofe  of  a  trade 
to  unite  together^  and  to  form  a  fort  of  fociety 
for  their  mutual  fupport  \  I  think  we  placemen 
ought  to  do  the  fame :  Though  we  fometimes 
fall  out  about  which  of  us  fhall  have  the  bet- 
ter place  5  yet  when  the  places  themfelves  are 
attack'd,  we  ought  to  unite  together  for  fup- 
porting  the  craft. 

'  r^have  been  long  converfant  among  foldiers, 
Sir,  and  I  muft  fay,  I  could  never  find  thev 
were  lefs  reafonable  creatures,  or  more  fond  of 
arbitrary  power,  than  other  men  ;  therefore,  I 
muft  prefume,  that  they  will  always  be  as  zea- 
lous for  fupporting  oUr  conftitution  as  any  other 
fet  of  men  in  the  kingdom  ;  and,  I  cannot 
think  a  man's  receiving  pay  as  a  foldier,  will 
make  him  lefs  zealous  than  he  would  be  if  he 
were  to  receive  none.  Therefore,  I  can  never 
think  our  conftitution  will  be  in  any  danger 
from  a  regular  army  of  our  own  fubjedls  j  and 
thofe  who  ftand  the  brunt  while  their  country  is 
in  danger,  certainly  deferve  fome  reward  after 
the  danger  has  been  repelled,  and  peace  re- 
ftored  to  their  country,  by  their  means  *,  for,  I 
hope,  it  will  not  be  faid,  that  the  pay  a  foldier 
receives  while  the  war  continues,  is  to  be  looked 
oh  as  a  reward  for  his  fervices  \  it  is  given  only 
as  a  fubliftence ;  his  reward  he  muft  expert 
3  *  from 
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from  the  gratitude  of  his  country,  if  he  lives 
to  fee  an  end  of  the  war.  In  kingdoms  or 
ftates  that  have  but  fmall  territories,  their  wars 
feldom  laft  long,  nor  have  their  armies  far  to 
march,  fo  that  they  can  eafily  fend  out  one  ar- 
my, or  one  body  of  men,  to  relieve  another ; 
therefore,  their  whole  people  march  out  by 
turns,  and  every  man  of  the  fociety  has  his  pro- 
portionable fhare  of  the  fatigue  and  danger  of 
the  war ;  for  this  reafon,  no  man  can  expedl 
any  extraordinary  reward,  becaufe  no  man  per-^ 
forms  any  extraordinary  fervice :  But  when  the 
dominions  of  a  kingdom  or  ftate  become  exten- 
five,  their  wars  laft  long,  and  are  at  fuch  a  dif-- 
tance,  that  one  army  cannot  be  fent  out  to  re-^ 
lieve  another  j  one  part  of  the  fociety,  or  one 
certain  body  of  men,  are  therefore  employed 
to  carry  on  the  war,  while  moft  of  the  reft, 
even  during  the  war,  enjoy  all  the  bleflings  of 
peace  •,  for  this  reafon  it  is  but  juft,  that  thofe 
who  are  employed  as  foldiers,  fhould  be  fublift- 
ed  during  the  war,  and  that,  after  peace  is  re- 
ftored,  they  fhould  receive  fome  reward,  for 
the  extraordinary  fervices  they  have  perform- 
ed. This  has  always  made,  and  always  wiD 
make,  ftanding  armies  neceflary,  in  all  ftates 
or  kingdoms,  whofe  dominions  are  extenfive. 
Therefore,  to  turn  all  foldiers  adrift,  as  foon  as 
by  their  valour  they  have  reftored  peace  to  their 
country,  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  unjuft,  and, 
I  think,  I  may  fay,  the  height  of  ingratitude. 
It  would  verify  a  little  epigram  I  have  heard, 
which  I  fiiall  not  repeat,  becaufe  fome  gentle- 
men might  think  it  irreligious  \  but  the  purport 
of  it  is.  That  our  behaviour  towards  a  foldier, 
is  the  fame  with  that  which  is  too  often  our  be- 
haviour towards  God  :  They  are  both  forgot- 
ten, as  foon  as  the  danger  is  over.' 

After 
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After  him,  William  Pitt^  Efq;    fpoke  In  fub- 
ftance  as  follows,  viz. 

*  Mr.  Speaker, 
'  Sir,  l^  the  queftlon  now  before  us  were  not  ^''' ^'"* 
'  an  affair  of  too  ferious  a  nature,  it  would  be  ex- 

*  tremely  eafy  to  be  witty  upon  it,  efpeclally,  as 

*  the  honourable  gentleman  who   fpoke  laft  has 

*  given  us  fo  good  a  handle  i  but,  I  muft  confefs, 

*  it  feems  to  me  of  fo  much  importance  with  re- 
'  fped  to  our  conftitution,  and  the  happinefs  of 

*  our  country,  that  I  cannot,  and  I  think  no  gen- 

*  tleman  ought  to  make  himfelf  merry  upon  fuch 

*  an  occafion  -,  for,  though  the  preiervation  of 
'  our  conftitution  were  no  way  concerned,  yet  the 

*  loading  of  our  people   with  an  additional   ex- 

*  pence  of  2  or  300,000/.  is.  In  my  opinion,  an 

*  affair  of  too  affeding  a  nature  to  be  treated  in  a 

*  ludicrous  manner. 

'  As  to  what  the  honourable  gentleman  has 

*  been  pleafed  to  fay  about  thofe  he  calls  place- 

*  men,  I  fhall  agree  that,  if  they  were  to  be  di- 

*  redted  in  their  opinions  by  the  places  they  pof- 
'  fefs,  they  might  perhaps  unite  for  the  fupport 

*  of  one  another,    againft  the  common  good  of 

*  the  fociety  •,  but  I  hope  none  of  them  are  under 

*  any  fuch  diredlon,  I  am  fure  the  honourable 

*  gentleman  himfelf  is  not,    and  therefore  I  am 

*  convinced  he  Is  not  ferious,  when  he  talks  of 

*  being  furprized  at  any  placeman's  declaring  for 
'  a  redu6tion  of  our  army  ;  for,  of  all  men, 
'  thofe  who  enjoy  aay  places  of  profit  under  our 

*  government  ought  to  be  the  moft  cr.utious  of 

*  loading  the  people  with  any  unneceflkry  tax  or 

*  expence ;  becaufe,  as  the  place  they  pofiefs  ge- 

*  nerally  brings  them  in  more  than  their  fhare  of 
'  all  our  taxes  can  amount  to,  it  may  be  properly 

*  faid,  that  by  confenting  to  any  article  of  pub- 

'  lick 
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lick  expence,  they  lay  a  load  upon  others  which 
they  themfelves  bear  no  fhare  of. 

*  I  muft  look  upon  myfelf.  Sir,  as  a  placeman,"^ 
as  well  as  the  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke 
laft  :  I  am  in  the  fer vice  of  one  of  the  branches 
of  the  Royal  Family,  and  I  think  it  my  honour 
to  be  fo  ;  but  I  fhould  not  think  fo,  if  I  were 
not  as  free  to  give  my  opinion  upoii  any  queftion 
that  happens  in  this  houfe,  as  I  was  before  I  had 
any  fuch  place  ;  and,  I  believe,  from  the  beha- 
viour of  gentlemen,  upon  this  very  occafion,  it 
v/ill  appear,  that  all  thofe  who  are  in  the  fame 
fervice  with  me,  are  in  the  fame  ftate  of  free- 
dom  ',  becaufe,  I  believe,  they  will,  upon  the 
quedion  now  before  us,  appeat*  to  be  of  different 
opinions.  But,  there  is  another  fet  of  place- 
men, whofe  behaviour  furprizes  me  not  a  little  ; 
becaufe,  upon  every  queftion  that  occurs  relating 
to  publick  affairs,  they  are  always  unanimous  ; 
and  I  confefs,  it  is  to  me  a  little  aftonifhing, 
that  two  or  three  hundred  gentlemen  fhould, 
by  an  unaccountable  fort  of  unanimity,  always 
agree  in  opinion  upon  the  many  different  forts 
of  queftions  that  occur  yearly,  and  that,  not 
for  one,  but  for  feveral  years  together.  I  am 
convinced  this  furprizing  unanimity  does  not 
proceed  from  any  effedl  of  the  places  they  have 
under  the  crown  *,  for  if  it  did,  a  man's  being 
poffeffed  of  any  place  under  the  crown,  would, 
in  fuch  a  cafe,  I  am  fure,  be  an  infaHible  reafon 
for  the  people  not  to  truft  him  with  the  prefer- 
vation  of  their  liberties,  or  the  dil]:)enfation  of 
their  properties  in  Parliament. 

'  Then,  Sir,  as  to  the  Tories  and  fufpedled  Ja- 
cobites, I  am  furprized  to  hear  any  comparifon 
made  between  them  and  the  fat  man  in  the 
crowd :  There  are  fo  few  of  either  in  the  king- 
dom, that  I  am  fure  they  can  give  no  man  ari 
ogcafion  for  being  afraid  of  them,  •  and  therefore 

'  there 
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^  there  is  not  the  leaft  fhadow  of  reafon  for  fay- 
'  ing,  they  are  the  occafion  of  our  being  obliged 

•  to  keep   up  fuch  a  numerous   ftanding   army. 

•  The  army,  indeed,  or  rather  thofe  who  have 
'  been  the  chief  advocates  for  our  keeping  up 

•  fuch  a  numerous  army,  may  properly  be  com- 
«  pared  to  the  fat  man  in  the  crov/d  ;  for  the 
'  keeping  up  of  fuch  an  army  is  the  chief  caufe 
'  of  our  difcontents,  and  thofe  difcontents  are 
*'  now,  we  find,  made  the  chief  pretence  for 
'  keeping  up  fuch  a  numerous  army.  Remove 
'  therefore  but  the  army,  or  a  confiderable  part  of 
'  it,  and  the  crowd,  or  the  difcontents  you  com- 
'  plain  of,  will  ceafe.  The  confequences,  'tis 
'  true,  may  be  fatal  to  fome  of  thofe,  who  have 
'  been  the  caufes  of  loading  the  nation  fo  long 
'  with  fuch  an  unnecefTary  expence  ;  but  no  ho- 
'  neft  man,  I  am  fure,  will  think  that  their  fafety 
'  is  to  be  put  in  the  balance,  with  the  fatisfadlion 
'  of  the  people,  and  the  fafety  of  the  nation. 

*•  I  come  now.  Sir,  to  the  only  argument  the 
'  honourable  gentleman  made  ufe  of,  which  can 
'  admit  of  a  ferious  confederation  ;  and  if  our  ar- 

•  my  were  entirely,  or  but  generally,  compofed 
'  of  old  veterans,  inured  to  the  fatigues  and  the 

•  dangers  of  war,  and  fuch  as  had  often  ventured 
'  their  lives  againft  the  enemies  of  their  country, 

•  I  confefs  the  argument  would  have  a  great  deal 

•  of  weight ;  but  confidering  the  circumstances  of 
our  prefent  army,    I  can  hardly  think  my  ho- 

•  nourable  friend  was  ferious,  when  he  made  ufe 

•  of  fuch  an  argument.     As  for  the  officers  of 

•  the  army,  they  are  quite  out  of  the  queftion  ; 
'  for  in  cafe  of  a  redu6tIon  there  is  a  handfome 
■  provliion  for  every  one  of  them  :  No  man  can 

doubt,  nor  would  any  man  oppofe,  their  being 
all  put  upon  half  pay  •,  and  I  muft  obferve  that 
our  half  pay  is  better,  or  as  good  as  full  pay,  I 
'  believe,  In  any  other  country  of  Eumpe  ;  for  in 
YoL.  XV.  Ff  *  the 
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the  method  our  army  is  now  kept  up,  I  could 
ihew   by  calculation,    that   it  cofts  the  nation 
more  than  would  maintain  three  times  the  num-- 
ber  of  men,  either  in  France  or  Germany.    And 
as  for  the  foldiers,  I  believe  it  may  be  faid  of  at 
leaft  three  fourths  of  them,    that  they  never 
underwent  any  fatigue  except  that  of  a  review, 
nor  were  ever  expofed  to  any  danger  except  in 
apprehending   fmugglers    or   difperfing   mobs ; 
therefore  I  muft  think,  they  have  no  claim  for 
any  greater  reward  than  the  pay  they  have  al- 
ready received,    nor  fhould  I  think   we  were 
guilty  of  the  leaft  ingratitude,  if  they  were  all 
turned  adrift  to  morrow  morning. 
*  But  fuppofe.   Sir,   the  foldiers  of  our  army 
were  all  fuch  as  had  ferved  a  campaign  or  two 
againft  a  publick  enemy,  is  it  from  thence  to  be 
inferred,  that  they  muft  for  ever  after  live  idly, 
and  be  maintained  at  the  cxpence  of  their  coun- 
try, and  that,  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  be  dan- 
gerous to  the  liberties  of  their  country  ?  At  this 
,  rate,  if  a  man  has  but  once  ventured  his  life  in 
the  fervice  of  his  country,  he  muft  for  ever  af- 
ter be  not  only  a  burden,   but  a  terror  to  his 
country.     This,    Sir,    would  be  a  fort  of  re- 
ward, which  1  am  fure  no  brave  foldier  would 
accept  of,  nor  any  honeft  one  defire.     That  we 
fhould  ftiew  a  proper  gratitude  to  thofe,  who 
have  ventured  their  lives  in  the  fervice  of  their 
country,  is  what  I  iliall  readily  acknowledge  ; 
but  this  gratitude  ought  to  be  Ihewn  in  fuch  a 
way,  as  not  to  be  dangerous  to  the  liberties,  nor 
too  burdenfome  to  the  people  of  our  country ; 
and  therefore  after  a  war  is  at  an  end,  if  a  fol- 
dier can  provide  for  himfelf,  either  by  his  la- 
bour, or  by  means  of  his  own  private  fortune, 
he  ought  not  to  exped,  if  he  is  not  of  a  merce- 
•  nary  difpofttion,  he  will  fcorn  to  receive  any 
'  other  reward,  than  that  which  confifts  in  the 

*  peculiar 
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'  peculiar  honours  and  privileges  that  may  and 

'  ought  to  be  conferred  upon  him,  by  the  efta- 

'  blifhed  laws  of  his  country. 

'  That  we  ought  to  fhew  a  proper  gratitude^ 

*  that  we  ought  to  give  a  proper  reward  to  every 
'  man,  who  has  ventured  his  life  in  the  caufe  of 

*  his  country,  is  what  I  am  fure  no  gentleman  will 
<  deny :  But  when  I  have  faid  this,  Sir,  I  cannot 
'  help  obferving  how  defedlive  our  laws  and  cuf- 

*  toms  are  in  this  refpedl.  Is  not  this  an  unanfwera- 
'  ble  argument  for  eftablifhing  this  gratitude,  and 
'  afcertaining  this  reward,  by  a  publick  law  ?  Yet 

*  as  the  laws  now  ftand,  an  old  officer,   a  man 

*  who  has  often  ventured  his  life,  and  often  fpilt 

*  his  blood,  in  the  fervice  of  his  country,  may  be 

*  difmiffed,  and  reduced,  perhaps,  to  a  ftarving 
'  condition,    at  the  arbitrary   will   and   pleafure, 

*  perhaps  at  the  whim  of  a  favourite  minifter  ;  fo 
^  that  by  the  prefent  eftablifhment  of  our  army, 
'  the  reward   of  a  foldier  feems  not  to  depend 

*  upon  the  fervices  done  to  his  country,  but  upon 

*  the  fervices  he  does  to  thofe  who  happen  to  be 

*  the  favourite  minifters  at  that  time.     Muft  not 

*  this.  Sir,  be  allowed  to  be  a  defe6l  in  the  pre- 

*  fent  eftablifhment  of  our  army  ?  And  yet  when 

*  a  law  was  propofed  for  removing  this  defedl,  we 

*  may  remember  what  reception  it  met  with,  even 
'  from  thofe  who  now  infifl:  fo  highly  upon  the 
'  gratitude  we  ought  to  fhew  to  the  gentlemen  of 

*  our  army.* 

The  next  fpeech  is  that  of  William  Shippen^ 
Efqi  who  fpoke  in  fubftance  thus. 

'  Mr.  Speaker, 
'  Sir,  As    a  difference   about   names,    or   the  Mr.  ship- 

*  meaning  of  words,  has  generally  a  great  fhare  ^''  ^^^^ 
'  in  every  difpute,    fo  in  the  prefent  debate,   I 

*  find,  the  meaning  of  the  two  words,  Whig  and 

F  f  2  *  Tory, 
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Tory,  has  httn  very  much  controverted.   What 
is  now  meant  by  thefe  words,  or  who  are  our 
prefent  Tories  or  Whigs,  I  fhall  not  pretend  to 
determine ;  but  the  Tories  of  old  were,  I  think,       ^ 
generally  fuch  as  fupported  the  crown  with  ho- 
nour, and  the  liberties  of  their  country  with  dif.       j 
cretion.     Of  them  it  cannot  be  faid,  that  they       | 
ever  overturned  the  liberties  of  their  country. 
They  generally  fupported  the  crown  in  its  juft 
prerogatives  *,  but  the  crown  could  never  get  a 
fufficient  number  of  them  to  fupport  any  in- 
croachments  upon  the  liberties  of  the  people. 
On  the  contrary,  whenever  fuch  incroachments       1 
became  apparent,  moft  of  the  Tories  have  al- 
ways joined  the  Whigs  ;  and  for  this  reafon,  it      1 
has  never  been  in  the  power  of  any  King  or  go-      j 
vernor  to  overturn  our  conftitution  by  the  help 
of  the  Tories.     I  wifh  I  could  fay  the  fame  of      ! 
the  Whigs  ;  for  it  muft  be  confefled,  that  by      ' 
their  means  our  conftitution  has  been  once  total- 
ly, thank  God  !  not  irrecoverably  overthrown : 
When  I  fay  this,  I  am  far  from  accufing  the 
generality  of  the  Whigs  with  what  was  done  by 
Oliver  Cromwell,    and  his  adherents.     I  know 
many  of  the  Whigs  difapproved  of  what  he 
'  did  ;  but  for  fear  of  the  Tories,  or  Cavaliers, 
as  they  were  then  called,    they  furnifhed  him      : 
with  fuch  powers  as  enabled  him  to  take  their 
liberties  from  them  ;  and  I  wifh  fome  of  thofe 
who  now  call  themfelves  Whigs,  may  not  be 

■  running  headlong  into  the  fame  error.     I  know 

■  that  the  generality  of  the  Whigs   have  always 

•  oppofed  every  thing  they  thought  tended  to-      j 

•  wards  the  eftablifhment  of  arbitrary  power,  and 
'  that  for  this  reafon  they  have  generally  oppofed 
'  the  keeping  up  of  ftanding  armies  in  time  of 

peace.    In  this  I  have  always  aded  like  a  Whig, 
for  I  have  always  been  againft  ftanding  armies, 

•  and  have  often  fpoke  againft  them,  with  a  great 

'  deal 
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"^  deal  of  freedom,    fometlmes  with  too  much  j 

*  for  I  have  fuffered  on  that  account 

'  But,   Sir,    whatever  was  formerly  meant  by 

*  Tory  and  Whig,  I  am  fure  thefe  two  words 
^  muft  always  now  be  improperly  ufed  •,  becaufe, 

*  there  are  no  fuch  parties  in  the  kingdom.  With 
'  refped  to  thefe  two  parties,  we  may  properly 

*  fay,  there  is  a  thorough  coalition  ;  for  they  have 
^  united  together,  and  have  all  now  ranged  them- 
^  felves  under  the  oppofite  banners  of  the  court 
^  and   country    party.      Thefe  are  now  the  two 

*  chief  parties  in  the  kingdom  ♦,    but   neither  of 

*  them  can  with  any  propriety  be  called  either 
'  Whig  or  Tory  ;  becaufe,  there  are  certainly, 
'  both  Whigs  and  Tories  in  each.  However,  as 
^  the  principal  charadteriftick  of  the  Whig  party 

*  was  at  iirft  founded  upon  their  oppofing  every 

*  Jthing  that  looked  like  increafing  the  power  of 
'  the  crown,  and  as  that  of  the  Tory  party  was 

*  at  firft  founded  upon  their  oppofuig  every 
'  thing  that  looked  like  cramping  or  diminifhing 
'  the  power  of  the  crown,  gentlemen  may,  if" 
^  they  pleafe,  apply  the  names,  Whig  and  Tory, 
^  to  the  court  and  country  parties  •,  but,  I  aoi 
'  fure,  they  make  a  moft  prepofterous  ufe  of  thefe 
^  names,  if  they  call  the  court  party  the  Whig, 
^  or  the  country  party  the  Tory. 

*  After  having  made  this  proper  diftindtion  be< 

*  tween  the  two  parties  now  fubfifting  in  this 
'  kingdom,  I  muft  obferve,  Sir,  that  it  fignifies 
'  nothing,  with  refpedl  to  the  queftion  now  be- 
'  fore  us,    how  gentlemen  have   behaved   upon 

*  former  occafions,  or  how  they  may  behave 
'  upon  future  ;  for,  I  hope  no  gentleman  of  this 
*'  houfe  depends  upon  the  authority  of  another's 
'  opinion,  but  upon  the  force  of  his  argument ; 

*  I  fhall  not  fay,  the  weight  of  his  argument,  left 
'  gentlemen  fhould  miftake  me :  And  whatever 
'  weight   fome  gentlemen    may   think    a   man's 

F  f  2  '  own 
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*  own  authority  ought  to  have,  with  refpedl  to 

*  his  future  opinion,  I  fhall  always  think  it  more 

*  honourable,  and  it  certainly  is  more  honeft,  for 

*  a  gentleman  to  change  his  opinion,  and  even  to 

*  confefs  his  having  been  formerly  in  a  miftake, 

*  than  to  continue  obftinately  in  the  wrong,  be- 

*  caufe  he  has  been  once  fo. 

*  What  may  happen  under  any  future  admi- 

*  niftration,  I  fhall  be  as  far.  Sir,  from  pretending 

*  to  determine,  as  the  honourable  gentleman  who 

*  fpoke  laft  but  one  before  me.  I  believe  no 
«  man  will  fufpedt  me  of  having  an  eye  towards 

*  any  future  adminiftration,  efpecially  that  the  ho- 

*  nourable  gentleman  feemed  to  point  at  •,  for,  I 
'  muft  obferve  that,  when  he  talked  of  having  an 

*  eye  towards  a  future  adminiftration,  he  did  not 
'  turn  his  eyes  towards  this  corner  of  the  room. 

*  Whether  there  is  any  gentleman  in  this  houfe* 
^  who  has  an  eye  towards  any  future  adminiftra- 
^  tion,  I  cannot  fay  ;  but,  I  believe,  there  is  a  fet 

*  of  men  in  the  kingdom,  who  have  their  eyes 

*  always  fo  ftedfaftly  fixed  upon  the  prefent  admi- 
^  niftration,  that  they  can  never  look  at  any  thing 
'^  elfe  •,  and  I  have  generally  found,  that  moft  ad- 

*  miniftrations  have  been  fond  of  fuch  men,  be- 
'  caufe  they  never  oppofed  nor  aflced  queftions 
'  about  any  meafures  the  adminiftration  had  a  mind 
•^  to  follow  ;  but  I  muft  obferve,  that  it  is  no 
"^  great  honour  to  any  adminiftration,  to  have,  none 
^  but  fuch  men  for  their  friends. 

*  For  my  own  part.  Sir,  I  have  oppofed  many 
^  different  adminiftrations.  I  am  fure,  I  never 
•^  joined  with  one  in  keeping  up  a  numerous  ftand- 
^  ing  army  in  this  ifland,  in  time  of  peace  ;  and, 
^  I  hope,  I  never  fhall  join  with  any  adminiftra^ 

*  tion,  in  keeping  up  fuch  an  army,  whether  with 
^  or  without  confent  of  Parliament  -,  for  a  nume- 

*  rous  ftanding  army  commanded  by  officers  en- 

*  tirely   depending   upon   the  King,    and   confe- 

^  quently. 
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*  quently,  I  may  fay,  upon  the  minifters  of  ftate, 
'  for  the  time  being,  I  ihall  always  look  upon  to 
'  be  more  dangerous  to  our  conftitution,    when 

*  kept  up  by  confent  of  Parliament,  than  when  it 

*  is  not.  In  the  latter  cafe,  it  can  have  but  one 
'  edge  ;    but  in  the  former,    it  is  a  two-edged 

*  fword  in  the  hands  of  a  minifter,  and  may  ferve 
'  to  cut  the  throat  of  our  conftitution,  either  by 
'  force  or  corruption.' 

The  next  is  a  fpeech  made  upon  this  occafion 
by  Henry  Pox^  Efqj  which  was  to  the  following 
effedl,  viz, 

'  Mr.  Speaker, 
*  Sir,  The  fmall  experience  I  have  of  debates  Mr.  Fc«'» 
^  of  this  nature,  makes  me  a  very  unequal  match  ^^'^  ' 
'  for  either  of  the  two  gentlemen  who  fpoke  laft ; 
'  but  I  am  perfuaded,   that  they  themfeives  do 

*  not  think  that  the  arguments,  they  were  pleaf- 
^  ed  to  advance  for  the  propofed  redudion,  re- 
'  quire  any  great  fhare  of  parts  or  reafon  to  con- 

*  rute  them.  The  gentleman,  who  fpoke  laft  ex- 
'  cept  one,  was  pleafed  to  make  an  encomium 
'  upon  the  Tories,  which  I  believe  his  own  new 
'  allies  of  the  Whig  party  will  not  thank  him  for. 
'  And,  Sir,  I  think  as  thefe  laft  glory  in  ftill  ad- 
'  ing  upon  Whig  principles,  it  naturally  belongs 
'  to  them  to  anfwer  that  part  of  the  honourable 
'  gentleman's  fpeech.     I  fhall  only  beg  leave  to 

*  fay,  that  the  honourable  gentleman  was  in  the 
'  right  when  he  affirmed,  that  the  Tories  in  Par- 
'  liament  always  oppofed  the  keeping  up  a  ftand- 
'  ing  army  by  confent  of  Parliament ;    becaufe, 

*  Sir,  their  principles  lead  them  to  be  for  a  ftand- 
'  ing  army  without  confent  of  Parliament :  Their 

*  intereft.  Sir,  can  only  be  eftabliftied  by  fuch  a 

*  ftanding  army  ;  and  that,  I  hope,  no  Eritijh 
^  Parliament  will  ever  countenance.     When  the 

F  f  4  *  defign 
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f  defign  of  introducing  arbitrary  power  was   fet 

*  on  foot,    thofe  in  the  fecret  propofed  that  it 

*  fhould  be  brought  about  by  a  ftanding  army  : 

*  But  upon  what  eftablifhment  was  that  army  to 
'  be  ?  Not  upon  the  eftablilhment  upon  which  our 

*  army  is.  It  was  not  continued  from  year  to 
'  year  by  confent  of  Parliament,  hut  paid  by  the 

*  King  out  of  the  exorbitant  revenues  which  had 

*  been  granted  him  by  the  Tories,  whofe  patri- 
'  otifm  the  honourable  gentleman  has  fo  much  ex- 
^  toll'd.  From  fuch  an  army.  Sir,  it  might  have 
'  been  thought  that  we  had  every  thing  to  fear, 

*  and  yet  when  thefe  bad  defigns  came  to  break 
'  out,  we  faw  that  very  army  abandon  its  mafter, 

*  and  go  over  to  the  iide  of  liberty.  If  fuch  was 
^  the  condud  of  an  army  modelled  by  a  Prince 
'  who    had  formed  bad   defigns,    can    we   ever 

*  imagine  that  an  army,  maintained  by  Parliament, 
^  will  join  with  the  defigns  which  a  King  or  mi- 

*  nifter  may  have  upon  the  liberties  of  the  fub- 
^  je(5l  ?  I  believe.  Sir,  if  we  were  to  fearch  into 

*  particulars,  and  if  a  fcrutiny  into  the  circum- 
^  fl:ances  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  army  was  de- 
f  manded,    it  would  be  found  that  moft  of  the 

*  officers,  both  general  and  fubaltern,  have  too 
^  much  interefl  of  their  own  at  ftake,  ever  to 
'  confent,  that  the  property  of  the  fubjedl  fhould 
^  lie  at  the  mercy  of  a  King  or  rninifter.  It  is 
^  but  an  inconfiderable  advantage  that  thefe  gen- 
^  tlemen  enjoy,  merely  as  officers,  when  compared 

*  with  what  moft  of  them  are  entitled  to  as  fub- 

*  jeds,  and  which  muft  be  involved  in  the  ge- 

*  neral  w^eck,  if  our  conftitution  were  to  be  o- 

*  verthrown.     The  honourable  gentleman  feems 

*  to  be  apprehenfive,    that  the  fame  cataftrophe 

*  may  happen  by  means  of  our  army,    as  hap- 

*  pened  by  means  of  the  Parliament's  army  under 

*  Charles  I.  when  our  conftitution  v/as  overturn- 

*  ed,  and  monarchical  government  aboliffied^  But, 

'       •■  ■  ■•••  ••  ■    ■    '  ^  Sir. 
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*  Sir,  give  me  leave  to  fay,  that  any  fuch  fears  at 
'  this  time  of  day  are  abfolutely  chimerical.  The 
'  army  raifed  by  the  Parliament  at  that  time,  was 
«  raifed  when  they  were  in  a6tual  war  with  their 
<  Prince  *,  for  which  reafon  they  were  obliged  to 
^  employ  many  officers  who  had  no  other  qualifi- 
^  cations  to  recommend  them  but  their  abilities  to 
'  ferve  in  a  military  capacity,  and  confequently 
'  had  no  immediate  intereft  in  the  prefervation  of 
'  our  civil  rights.  Such  gentlemen  amongft  them 
'  who  had  fortunes  of  their  own,  did,  for  the 

*  moft  part,  either  voluntarily  leave  the  party,  or 

*  were  cafhier'd  by  Cromwell  and  others,  who  were 

*  in  the  fecret  of  the  defign  to  fubvert  the  confti- 
'  tution.  But,  Sir,  I  believe  the  greateft  ftickler 
'  againft  an  army  in  Britain^  will  not  pretend  to 

*  fay,  that  our  army  is  compofed  of  men  of  that 

*  charadler,  or  that  the  gentlemen  in  the  admini- 
'  ftration  ever  difcovered  the  moft  diftant  inten- 
^  don  to  garble  the  army  in  fuch  manner.  If  an 
'  adminiftration  were  mad  enough  to  make  any 
'  fuch  attempt,    no  doubt,    the  gentlemen  thus 

*  cafhier'd  would  be  the  firft  to  alarm  the  nation, 

*  and  put  us  upon  our  guard.  So  that  in  the 
'  gentlemen  of  our  army  we  have.  Sir,  a  double 
'  fecurity ;  firft,  as  they  are  men  of  unqueftion- 

*  able  attachment  to  the  prefent  eftablifhment ; 
'  and  fecondly,  as  they  are  men  of  fortune  and 

*  family. 

'  The  honourable  gentleman  was  alfo  pleafed  to 

*  advance  a  very  extraordinary  proportion,  that 
^  our  keeping  up  an  army  is  utterly  inconfiftent 
'  with  the  principles  that  brought  about  the  Re- 
^  volution,  and  upon  which  our  claim  of  right  is 

*  founded.     If  the  honourable  gentleman  will  be 

*  pleafed  to  look  into  the  claim  of  right,  he  will 

*  find,  that  the  raifing  or  keeping  up  a  ft  an  ding  ar- 
'  my  in  time  of  peace  is  indeed  againft  law.  But, 
^  Sir,  it  is  plain,   that  the  army  here  meant,   is 
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'  an  army  ralfed  and  continued,  not  by  parlia- 
'  mentary,    but  kingly  authority :    Such  as  was 

*  maintained  by  the  late  King  James  for  promo- 
*'  ting  his  own  arbitrary  views.     Such,  Sir,  is  an 

*  army,    indeed,    which   we  have   reafon   to  be 

*  afraid  of;   and  that  this  is  the  army  meant  in 

*  our  claim  of  right,  is  plain,  by  the  fubfequent 

*  words  in  that  very  claufe,  unlefs  it  he  by  confent 

*  of  Parliament,    Thefe  words.  Sir,  plainly  prove, 

*  that  an  army  raifed  with  confent  of  Parliament, 

*  is  not  againft  the  principles  of  the  Revolution, 

*  but  what  every  gentleman,  who  ads  upon  thefe 

*  principles,  may  confidently  vote  for.  It  is  true, 
'  Sir,  that  after  the  Revolution,  there  were  many 
'  gentlemen  in  Parliament,  who  had  been  zealous 
'  promoters  of  that  glorious  event,  who  oppos*d 
'  an  army  kept  on  foot  by  confent  of  Parliament, 
'  as  indeed  they  did  every  other  meafure  of  the 

*  court  in  thofe  days.  But,  Sir,  it  never  can  be 
'  fairly  inferred  from  this,  that  their  condud  was 
*•  the  rule  of  adling  that  all  the  Whigs  in  thole 
^  days  laid  down.  No,  Sir,  there  were  difobliged 
^  Whigs  at  that  time,  as  well  as  now,  a  few, 
■^  perhaps,  upon  miftaken  principles,  others  from 
*■  motives  not  fo  eafily  to  be  juftified.  But  the 
■^  greateft  number  of  thofe  who  were  then  in  the 
"-  oppofition,  I  am  afraid,  were,  at  the  bottom, 
'  Republicans  ;  who  equally  hated  the  King  and 

*  his  government ;  and  whofe  only  motives  for 
"  joining  the  Revolution  were,  that  a  door  might 

*  be  fhut  againft  all  monarchical  government  for 

*  the  future.  If  the  W^higs  of  thofe  days  were 
'  not  for  an  army  by  confent  of  Parliament,  I 
'  Ihould  be  glad  to  know  of  the  honourable  gen- 
«•  tleman,  by  what  means  the  vote  for  eftablifhing 

*  an  army  pafied  this  houfe  ?  It  never  could  pafs 
"•  by  means  of  the  Jacobites,  becaufe  the  keeping 
'  up  of  an  army  was  the  moft  proper,  and  the 
•only   way,    to   blafl   their  hopes.      The  Tories 

'  would 
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*  would  never  vote  for  it,  becaufe,  according  to 

*  the  honourable  gentleman,  they  have  always 
'  a6led  confiftently  with  Revolution  principles, 
'  which,  in  his  opinion,  are  abfolutely  agaiaft  any 
^  army  in  time  of  peace.     For  the  fame  reafon,  if 

*  the  honourable  gentleman's  maxim  be  juft,  all 
'  true  Whigs  would  oppofe  it.  Now,  Sir,  I  can- 
'  not,  either  from  converfation  or  reading,  learn 

*  of  any  other  denomination  of  parties  that  fub- 
'  fifted  in  thofe  days,  yet  there  is  no  doubt  but 

*  party-quarrels  ran  as  high  then  as  ever  they  hav^ 
'  done  fince  :   Therefore,  Sir,  it  is  reafonal^le  to 

*  conclude,  that  the  generality  of  our  Whig  an- 
'  ceftors  were  perfuaded  of  the  neceflity  and  the 
'  lawfulnefs  of  a  {landing  army  in  time  of  peace, 

*  becaufe  it  is  impoflible  for  us  to  find  out  any 

*  other  fet  of  men  fubfifting  in  thofe  days,  whofe 

*  numbers  could  carry,    or  whofe  principles  led 

*  them  to  vote  for  fuch  a  meafure. 

'  The  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft, 

*  made  fome  very  juft  obfervations  upon  govern- 
'  ment  in  general,  and  upon  our  conftitution  in 

*  particular :  I  fhall  only  beg  leave  to  add  to  his 
^  obfervations,  that  there  is  now  no  country   in 

*  the  world,  nor  I  believe  was  there  ever  any  peo- 
'  pie,  who  were  fo  fcrupuloufly  attached  to  their 

*  original  forms  of  government,  as  not  to  dif- 
'  penfe  with  them  when  a  too  ftridt  adherence  to 

*  thofe  forms  might  endanger  their  liberties.  The 
'  Romans  formerly.   Sir,    while   in   a  republican 

*  ftate,  averfe  as  both  their  genius  and  conftitution 
'  were  to  monarchical  government,  had  recourfe 

*  to  a  di(5lator  whenever  their  country  was  in  dan- 
^  gen  We  have  known  the  Dutch ^  who  are  as 
*-  zealoufly  attached  to  their  forms  of  government 

*  as  any  people  ever  were,  give  up  fome  of  the 

*  eftentials  of  their  government  when  they  were 

*  to  refolve  on  meafures  that  fenfe  and  reafon  dic- 

*  tated  for  their  common  fafety.     For,  the  firft 

I  '  law. 
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law,  Sir,  is  the  fafety  of  the  people.  This  is  a 
law  that  takes  place  of  all  other  confiderations, 
and  every  good  conftitution  is  prefumed  to  be 
founded  upon  this  law.  Therefore,  Sir,  it  is 
not  enough  for  gentlemen  to  tell  us,  that  our 
keeping  up  a  ftanding  army  in  time  of  peace  is 
againft  our  conftitution  •,  becaufe  to  me  it  is  evi- 
dently agreeable  to  the  firft  maxim  of  all  confti- 
tutions,  which  is  the  fafety  of  the  people.  If 
gentlemen  could  prove,  to  my  fatisfadlion, 
that  the  fafety  of  the  people  is  not  endangered 
by  our  adherence  to  a  point  of  our  conftitution, 
I  fhould  be  as  fcrupulous  in  giving  my  vote  on 
this  motion,  as  any  gentleman  in  this  houfe. 
But  when  I  hear  gentlemen  reafon  from  fadls, 
the  parallel  of  which  may  probably  never  hap- 
pen again  ;  when  I  hear  them  argue  from  opi- 
nions, whofe  authors  might  either  be  miftaken, 
or  influenc'd  by  circumftaiices  widely  different 
from  thofe  we  are  now  in  -,  when  1  hear  them 
apply  events  which  have  proceeded  from  caufes 
that  can  never  enter  into  our  prefent  cafe  •,  I  fay, 
when  I  hear  ail  this,  I  afk  myfelf  one  ft:iort 
queftion,  and  that  is.  Whether  fuch  or  fuch  a 
meafure  is  neceftary  for  the  fafety  of  the  people, 
as  we  are  now  fttuated  ?  This,  Sir,  I  think,  is 
the  hinge  upon  which  this  debate  ought  to  turn: 
And  every  argument  that  gentlemen  ftiall  ad- 
vance, if  it  does  not  immediately  tend  to  refolve 
this  queftion,  give  me  leave  to  fay  it,  is  wide  of 
the  mark.  Our  anceftors,  Sir,  who  planned 
and  perfedted  our  conftitution,  laid  down  fuch 
rules  as  v/ere  moft  agreeable  to  the  fituation  of 
their  affairs,  to  the  genius  of  the  people,  and 
to  the  nature  of  the  government  then  exifting. 
But,  Sir,  it  cannot  be  fuppofed  they  were  to 
forefee,  that  their  neareft  neighbours,  who  were 
then  too  much  divided,  and  too  weak  to  give 
them  any  apprehpnfions,  would  in  future  times 

'  be 
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*  be  united  under  powerful  and  ambitious  Princes, 

*  who  fhould  improve  them  both  in  military  and 

*  civil  arts,  and,  by  keeping  large  bodies  of  ftand- 

*  ing/orces,  threaten  the  liberties  of  Britain  and 

*  Europe,     They  could  not  forefee  that  a  time 

*  would  come  when  the  comm.on  people  would 

*  run  into  a  general  depravity,  and  when  their 

*  betters  were  to  be  divided  amongft  them/elves, 

*  fo  as  that  one  party  would  purfue  the  miofb  dan- 

*  gerous  meafures,  provided  they  could  diftrefs 
'  the  other.  Our  anceftors.  Sir,  could  not  fore- 
'  fee  that  a  difputed  title  to  the  crown  of  Great 

*  Britain  would  one  day  oblige  its  lawful  pofleflbr 

*  to  make  ufe  of  arms  for  quelling  a  rebellion 
'  raifed  in  favour  of  his  competitor,  and  that  the 
'  legiflature  was  to  be  under  a  neceflity  of  conti- 
'  nuing  an  army  on  foot,  in  order  to  prevent  re- 

*  bellions  at  home,  or  invafions  from  abroad  on 
'  the  fame  account.  None  of  thefe  confiderati- 
'  ons.  Sir,  could  enter  into  the  heads  of  our  fore- 

*  fathers  who  lived  many  ages  ago,  and  therefore 

*  it  is  unreafonable  to  fuppofe  that  they  could  ex- 

*  prefsly  guard  againft  them  -,  otherwife,  I  make 
'  no  doubt  we  fhould  have  had  a  ftanding  arm^y 
'  one  of  the  effential  ingredients  of  our  confliitu- 
'  tion.  I  have  been  obliged.  Sir,  to  infiil  a  little 
^  longer  on  this  argument,  becaufe  I  think  it  has 
'  not  fo  much  entered  into  debates  on  this  fubje6t 
'  as  it  deferved ;  and  becaufe  I  am  perfuaded,  if 
'  it  met  with  due  attention,  it  would  prevent 
'  gentlemen  from  throwing  out  a  great  many  re- 
'  fledions,  and  faying  a  great  many  things  that 
'  are  perfonal  and  unparliamentary. 

'  The  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft, 
'  and  whom  I  always  hear  v/ith  much  pleafure, 
'  told  us  a  great  deal  about  the  ill  confequences 
'  which  the  difpofal  of  pofls  in  the  arm.y  might 
'  occafion  by  affeding  the  independency  of  this 
'  houfe.     Bur,  Sir,  what  he  faid  about  pofts  in 

'  the 
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the  army,  may  be  applied  with  as  much  juf- 
tice  to  pofts  either  in  the  law  or  the  church. 
That  it  is  necefTary  to  have  thefe  pofls  filled, 
and  that  it  would  be  unreafonable  to  deprive  a 
man  of  his  feat  in  Parliament,  becaufe  he  is  a 
bifhop,  or  one  of  the  crown  lawyers,  has,;  I 
think,  never  yet  been  difputed.  Therefore,  if 
I  underftood  the  honourable  gentleman  aright, 
his  meaning  was  not,  that  it  is  a  defedb  in  our 
conftitution,  that  thofe  who  enjoy  thefe  pofls 
fhould  have  a  fhare  in  the  legiflature ;  but  that 
the  defe6t  lay  in  its  being  in  the  crown's  power 
to  fill  up  thefe  pofls.  But,  Sir,  they  mufl  be 
filled  up  by  fome  authority  or  other,  and  I  fhould 
be  glad  if  the  honourable  gentleman  had  given 
us  his  thoughts  on  that  head :  I  believe  he 
would  be  puzzled  to  afTign  the  difpofal  of  them 
to  any  fet  of  men,  whofe  principles  and  con- 
dud:  have  proved  them  difinterefled  enough  to 
fupply  them  with  better  men  than  the  crown 
does.  For  my  own  part,  Sir,  I  am  fo  far  from 
believing  that  a  placeman  may,  by  fitting  in 
this  houfe  endanger  our  conflitution,  that  I 
think  every  one  of  us  (for  I  own  myfelf  to  be  a 
placeman)  ought  to  unite  in  oppofmg  every 
meafure  that  can  endanger  the  conflitution,  be- 
caufe we  can  enjoy  our  places  no  longer  than 
the  conflitution  lafts ;  and  on  this  account  it  is. 
Sir,  that  I  am  againfl  the  propofed  redu6lion, 
and  I  hope  all  placemen  will  oppofe  it  likewife. 
'  The  honourable  gentleman  made  fome  ob- 
fervations  upon  the  antient  flate  of  the  Romans ^ 
and  the  prefent  flate  of  the  French^  which  were 
extremely  jufl;  but.  Sir,  I  cannot  apprehend 
what  thefe  obfervations  have  to  do  in  the  pre- 
fent debate,  unlefs  he  had  firfl  proved  that  we 
were  in  danger  of  falling  under  the  yoke  of  a 
crafty  tyrant,  or  an  ambitious  minifler.  But 
the  people  of  Great  Britain  have  always  "been 

'  watchful 
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watchful  enough  of  their  fafety  to  take  the  firft 
alarm  upon  the  leaft  fufpicion  of  any  fuch  de- 
fign ;  nor  could  the  Roman  arms.  Sir,  ever  have 
fubdued  Rome^  had  not  thofe  virtues  that  rais'd 
her  above  the  nations,  been  firft  fubdued  by 
that  flood  of  corruption  introduc'd  after  her 
conquefts  over  her  moft  formidable  rivals  in 
empire.  The  plunder  of  the  conquer'd  provin- 
ces, by  enriching  numbers  of  private  perfons, 
who  were  unqualified  for  filling  the  polls  in  the 
government  they  fo  much  coveted,  gave  them 
the  means  of  bribing  the  eledors,  and,  under 
the  mafk  of  patriotifm,  of  breaking  down  thofe 
fences  of  their  conftitution  that  had  been  raifed 
by  the  wifdom  of  their  anceftors.  After  by 
their  own  pradlices  they  had  deftroy'd  the  very 
ideas  of  private  virtue,  they  declaim'd  violently 
againft  publick  corruption-,  and  when,  at  th# 
expence  of  their  fortunes  and  charadiers,  they 
had  acquired  a  criminal  popularity,  they  form- 
ed cabals  to  overthrow  the  conftitution  of  their 
country.  But,  Sir,  the  greateft  part  of  that 
army  which  gave  the  finiftiing  blow  to  the  li- 
berty of  Rome  was  compofed  of  foreigners,  and 
not  of  natives.  And,  Sir,  at  this  day,  was  the 
King  of  France  to  ftretch  his  power  to  any  ex- 
travagant degree  of  tyranny,  I  can  venture  to 
fay  that  moft  of  his  officers  would  abandon  him, 
'  As  the  honourable  gentleman  was  pleafed  to 
give  us  a  Iketch  of  minifterial  rhetorick  for  a 
future  adminiftration,  we  may  fuppofe,  he  him- 
felf  expedts  to  be  a  prime  minifter;  whenever 
that  time  comes,  he,  no  doubt,  will  add  the 
neceffary  embellifhments  to  it  ^  but  I  dare  fay, 
none  who  ftiall  ad  upon  the  principles  of  the 
gentlemen  who  have  the  honour  to  ferve  his 
prefent  Majefty  in  the  adminiftration,  will  ever 
make  fuch  an  inconclufive  fpeech, 

'  Thus, 
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'  Thus,  Sir,  I  think  I  have  anfwer*d  the  moll 

'  material  arguments  in  favour  of  the  propofed 

*  reduftion,  which  I  mufl  be  againfl  till  I  hear 
'  feme  better  advanced  by  the  gentlemen  on  that 
'  fide. 

When    he   fat   down,    Sir  Johi  Hynd  Cotton 
fpoke  to  this  effed:, 

%'Z'oMon9  '  ^^^>  ^^^  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  lafl: 
fpcech.  '  has  advanced,  what  I  believe  was  never  yet  ad- 
'  vanced  by  any  one  who  underftands  the  nature 
'  of  our  conftitution  fo  well  as  he  does ;  I  mean, 
'  that  the  keeping  up  a  {landing  army  in  time  of 
'  peace  is  agreeable  to  the  Whig  principles.  Sir, 

*  I  know  not  what  Whigs  the  honourable  gentle- 
'  man  has  been  acquainted  with,  but  I  have  had 
^  the  honour  and  happinefs  to  be  intimate  with 
'  many  gentlemen  of  that  denomination  :  I  like- 

*  wife.  Sir,  have  read  the  writings  of  many  au- 
'  thors  who  have  efpoufed  thefe  principles :  I 
'  have  fat  in  this  houfe  during  fome  of  the  rhoft 
'  material  debates  that  have  happen'd  betwixt 
'  them  and  the  Tories;  and,  Sir,  I  can  declare 

*  from  my  own  experience,  that  I  never  knew 

*  one,  who  a6led  on  true  Whig  principles,  vote 

*  for  a  (landing  army  in  time  of  peace.  What 
'  the  principles  of  the  Whigs  in  former  days  were, 
^  Sir,  I  can  only  learn  from  reading  or  tradition  ; 
'  but.  Sir,  I  have  heard  of  Whigs  who  were  a- 

*  gainfl  all  unlimited  votes  of  credit:  I  have 
'  heard  of  Whigs,  who  look'd  upon  open  corrup- 
'  tion  as  the  greateil  curfe  that  could  bcfal  any 
'  nation :  I  have  heard  of  Whigs  who  efleemed 
'the  liberty  of  the  prefs  to  be  the  mod  valuable 
'  privilege  of  a  free  people,  and  triennial  Parlia- 
'  ments  the  greatefl  bulwark  of  their  liberties; 
'  and.  Sir,  I  have  heard  of  a  Whig  adminiilra-r 
'  tion  who  have  refented  injuries  done  to  the 

'  trade 
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trade  of  the  nation,  and  who  have  revenged 
the  infults  offer'd  to  the  Britijh  flag.  Thefe, 
Sir,  are  the  principles,  if  I  am  rightly  inform- 
ed, that  once  chara6leriz'd  the  true  Whigs. 
Let  gentlemen  apply  thefe  charaders  to  their 
prefent  conduct,  and  then,  laying  their  hands 
on  their  hearts,  let  them  afk  of  themfelves,  if 
they  are  Whigs?  The  honourable  gentleman  who 
fpoke  laft,  afked,  with  an  air  of  triumph,  by 
what  means  a  parliamentary  (landing  army  was 
eftablifhed  under  King  William  ?  He  is  pofitive 
that  it  could  only  be  by  means  of  the  Whig 
interefl.  No,  Sir,  it  was  not;  it  was  by  means 
of  the  court  intereftj  which  was  fupported  by 
men,  who  were  no  longer  Whigs  than  during 
the  time  they  were  out  of  poft,  and  who,  after 
they  got  into  power,  knew  no  other  principles 
but  thofe  which  advanced  the  intereft  of  the 
crown,  and  fecured  their  own  employments. 
To  thefe  gentlemen,  it  was  owing.  Sir,  that  the 
ridiculous  diftindlion,  without  any  difference, 
betwixt  two  kinds  of  {landing  armies,  was 
broached  :  They  told  us,  that  an  army  kept  up 
from  year  to  year  by  confent  of  Parliament, 
was  a  quite  different  kind  of  an  army  from  one 
kept  up  without  confent  of  Parliament.  Real- 
ly, Sir,  for  my  own  part,  I  think  that  one  army 
may  be  as  dangerous  as  the  other,  becaufe  the 
one  has  as  much  power  as  the  other  \  and  though 
power  does  not  give  right,  yet  it  may  command 
it;  for  whoever  has  a  power  to  feize  on  my 
right,  he  is,  in  fome  meafure,  my  mailer.  So 
that  though  there  may  be  a  difference.  Sir,  as 
to  the  manner  of  their  being  paid,  raifed,  or 
difbanded,  yet  there  is  no  difference  as  to  their 
power,  if  ever  they  Ihould  take  it  into  their 
heads  to  prefcribe,  inftead  of  receiving,  laws. 

'  The  fame  honourable  gentleman  was  pleafed 
*  to  mention  the  behaviour  of  the  army  under  the 
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late  King  James ^  as  an  inftance  how  fafe  our  li- 
berties are  when  tliey  can  only  be  deftroyed  by 
an  army.  But  give  me  leave  to  fay,  Sir,  that 
it  was  not  the  arbitrary  meafures  of  that  Prince 
which  fo  difgufled  his  army,  but  the  foolifh 
and  barefac'd  means  which  he  ufed  to  introduce 
a  religion  they  detefled.  The  juft  balance,  Sir, 
betwixt  the  prerogative  of  the  crown  and  the 
privileges  of  the  fubjedl,  is  what  foldiers  never 
enquire  into.  The  former  may  make  a  thou- 
fand  encroachments  upon  the  latter,  before  any 
foldier  fhall  take  notice  of  it :  For,  Sir,  I  be- 
lieve no  foldier  ever  yet  told  a  Prince  who 
maintained  and  paid  him,  Indeed.,  Sir^  you  are 
too  powerful^  and  too  greats  and  therefore  I  will 
ferve you  no  loyiger.  But  religion.  Sir,  is  a  point 
every  man  makes  himfelf  a  judge  of;  and  it  is 
fafer  for  a  Prince  to  make  the  higheft  encroach- 
ment upon  liberty,  than  to  make  the  leaft  upon 
religion.  This,  I  am  afraid,  Sir,  was  the  true 
reafon  why  the  greateft  part  of  King  James\ 
army  joined  King  William  at  the  Revolution. 
Yet,  Sir,  as  an  excellent  author  of  thofe  days 
obferves,  T'hough  the  late  King  James  had  the  no- 
bility^ gentry^  clergy^  people^  and  his  own  army^ 
againft  him^  and  we  had  a  very  wife  and  courageous 
Prince  nearly  related  to  our  crown  for  our  protec- 
tor., yet  we  account  this  Revolution  next  to  a  mira- 
cle. And  I  hope.  Sir,  things  will  never  come  to 
that  pafs  with  us,  when  nothing  but  a  miracle 
can  deliver  us. 

*  The  honourable  gentleman  laid  down  a  max- 
im, the  truth  of  which  I  am  perfuaded  no  gen- 
'  tleman  in  this  houfe  will  difpute,  that  the  fafety 
of  the  people  was-  the  firfi  law.  He  thence  feem- 
ed  to  conclude,  that  all  the  fubordinate  laws  of 
the  conilitution  muil  give  way  wherever  tiiQ 
•fafety  of  the  people  is  concerned.  But  in  my 
opinion.  Sir,  the  fafety  of  a  people  is  beil  con- 

'  fulted 
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'  fulted  by  a  fteady  adherence  to  that  conftitution 
*•  under  which  they  become  great  and  powerful. 
'  No  error  in  government,  Sir,  is  fo  dangerous, 
'  or  can  in  the  event  prove  fo  fatal,  as  a  deviation 
'  from  the  conftitution  :  Nor  can  the  fafety  of 
*-  the  people  be  confulted  when  that  is  infringed. 
'  When  the  Romans  had  recourfe  to  a  DidVator, 
'  or  the  Dutch  to  a  Stadtholder,  they  did  nothing 

*  that  was  inconfiftent  with  their  conftitution ;  for 
^ .both  thefe  people  formerly  lived  under  monaf- 

*  chical  government,  and  when  that  government 
'  was  abolifhed,  they  never  precluded  themfelves 

*  from  fubmitting  to  a  temporary  exercife  of  a 
'  fpecies  of  that  government,  whenever  their 
'  common  fafety,  or  the  exigencies  of  their  ftate, 
^  rendered  it  indifpenfably  neceflary.  But,  Sir, 
^  the  hiftory  of  the  Romans  affords  us  many  in- 
^  ftances  of  their  fenate's  unanimouily  rejefting 
*■  the  moft  advantageous  offers,  even  when  their 

*  ftate  was  at  the  brink  of  ruin,  becaufe  they 
'  could  not  be  accepted  w^ithout  violating  their 
'  conftitution.  That  wife  people  was  fully  fenfi- 
'  ble,  that  under  whatever  difadvantages  they 
^  might  lie  in  the  mean  time,  they  would  be  ful- 
'  \y  repaired  by  a  rigid  adherence  to  thofe  prin- 
'  ciples  that  form'd  the  bafts  of  their  government, 
'  and  v/hich,  by  making  them  virtuous,  had 
'  made  them  powerful.  I  agree  with  the  honour- 
'  able  gentleman,  that  the  ftibverfion  of  their  li- 
'  berties  was  owing  to  the  degeneracy  of  their 
'-  morals  :  But,  Sir,  the  firft  eff^edrs  of  that  dege- 
^  neracy  broke  out  in  the  open  attempts  v/hich 
^  their  governors  made  to  alter  their  conftitution ; 
^  and  one  alteration  brought  on  another,  till  the 
*. whole  was  diftblved.  So  that,  though  xh^  fafety 
'  of  the  people  is  the  firfi  law^  yet,  that  fafety  ne- 
'  ver  can  be  promoted,  if  the  m.eafures  purfued 
'  for  promoting  it  are  in  the  leaft  inconffftent 
'  with  t\iQ  conftitution  of  the  country. 
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*  I  have  heard  it  faid.  Sir,  that  the  liberties  of 
this  nation  can  never  be  deftroy'd  by  fo  incon- 
fiderable  a  number  of  forces  as  18,000.     But, 
Sir,  I  muft  beg  leave  to  be  of  a  different  opi- 
nion.    We  have  a  late  inftance,    when  in  this 
metropolis  the  populace  were  over-aw'd  by  lefs 
than  the  fixth  part  of  that  number,  fo  as  quietly 
to  fubmit  to  a  law  of  as  unpopular  a  nature  as  1 
believe  ever  pafs'd  in  this  houfe  •,  I  mean  the  law 
relating  to  fpirituous  liquors.    Now,  Sir,  though 
I  allow  that  this  was  a  good  law,  and  that  the 
government  was  in  the  right  to  enforce  the  exe- 
cution of  it ;   yet  an  arbitrary  law  might  have 
been  forced  upon  the  people  with  as  much  eafe, 
if  back'd    with   the   fame   number    of   forces. 
And,  Sir,  if  fo  fmall  a  number  were  fufficient 
to  over-awe  the  people  at  fo  difagreeable  a  junc- 
ture as  that  was,  what  may  not  the  whole  body 
of  our  army  be  able  to  effedl,  when  united  un- 
der the  diredion  of  a  general,  either  devoted  to 
the  will  of  a  court,  or  following  the  didlates  of 
his   own  ambition  ?    Befides,    Sir,    though   we 
Ihould  fuppofe,  what  is  very  improbable,   that 
18,000  men  are  not  fufficient  to  give  laws  to 
the  reft  of  the  nation,  yet  the  court  can  com- 
mand a  confiderable  reinforcement  out  of  Ire- 
la7td.     That   kingdom.    Sir,    always   maintains 
1 2 ,000  men,  though  4000  are  fufficient  for  all 
the  purpofes  they  are  kept  up  for  there.     Now, 
Sir,  the  fupernumerary  body  of  8000  can  upon 
any  pinch  be  brought  over  hither,  and  added  to 
the  18,000  nov/  on  foot.    Thus,  Sir,  the  court 
can  at  any  time  form  a  body  of  26,000  men, 
while  a  total  difufe  of  military  exercife  has  ren- 
dered our  people  utterly  un capable  to  make  the 
leaft  oppolition,  in  cafe  thefe  26,000  men  were 
employed    by    the   court   to    wicked    purpofes. 
This,  Sir,  muft  prefent  but  a  very  melancholy 
profpe(5l  to  every  lover  of  his  country,  were  he 
2  *  not 
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*  not  perfuaded  of  his  Majefty's  regard  for  the 

*  laws,  and  his  tendernefs  for  the  rights  of  his 
'  fubjeds.  I  wifh,  Sir,  his  minifters  were  as  ten- 
'  der  how  they  load  the  nation  with  any  unnecef- 

*  fary  expence.     I  fay  this.   Sir,    becaufe  I  hear 

*  there  is  a  defign  of  adding  a  regiment  raifed 

*  (ince  our  iaft  feflions,  to  the  forces  in  our  ^nte^ 
'  rican  fettlements,  which  regiment  will  coft  the 

*  nation  at  lead  1 5,000/.  including  the  expence  of 

*  their  artillery,  and  other  incidental  charges.  Sir,  I 
'  am  not  at  all  againft  our  fending  fome  additional 

*  troops  to  that  country,  and  efpecially  to  our 
*•  new  colony  of  Georgia  ;  nay,  confidering  how 

*  far  the  honour,  if  not  the  intereft  of  our  nation, 

*  is  concerned  in  fupporting  that  fettlement,  I 
^  think  we  have  been  too  dilatory  in  fending  fome 
'  reinforcement  thither.     But,  Sir,   I  am  of  opi- 

*  nion,  there  was  no  occafion  to  have  raifed  a  re- 
'  giment  for  that  purpofe,  when  we  have  fo  many 

*  old  ones  that  would  have  ferved  the  purpofe  as 
^  well.  Had  one  of  the  regiments  on  the  Britijh 
'  eftablifhment  been  fent  thither ;  nay,  had  half 

*  a  dozen  of  them,  for  I  am  fure  we  can  fpare 
'  them,  been  fent  thither,  we  muft  have  reap'd 
'  two  advantages  •,  firll,  we  fhould  have  been 
^  eafed  of  fo  much  expence,  becaufe  we  can  main- 

*  tain  them  cheaper  there  than  we  can  here.     In 

*  the  fecond  place,  there  they  can  anfwer  the  ends 

*  of  the  nation,  here  they  can  anfwer  only  thofe 

*  of  the  miniftry.  But,  Sir,  in  what  I  have  faid 
'  on  this  head,  I  am  far  from  refleding  on  any 
'  meafure  that  might  have  been  taken  by  the  ad- 

*  vice  of  the  honourable  gentleman  whom  we 
'  may  juftly  call  the  father  of  that  colony.  I  am 
'  fo  much  perfuaded  of  his  integrity  and  ability, 
'  that  I  think  we  ought  to  be  as  willing  to  fup- 

*  port  him,  as  he  has  been  generous  in  ferving  us. 

*  But  I  dare  fay  the  honourable  gentleman  is  fenfi- 
^  ble,  that  the  lefs  the  expence  is  which  his  endea- 
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*  vours  for  the  publick  good  fhall  coft  his  coun- 

*  try,  the  greater  will  be  his  own  honour. 

'  Having  thus  given  my  reafons.  Sir,    why  I 

*  think  the  propofed  redudion  extremely  proper 
^  at  this  time,  and  why  I  think  it  is  extremely 
'  improper  for  us  to  load  the  nation  with  an  addi- 

*  tional  expence,  I  fnall  conclude  with  giving  my 
'  vote  for  the  motion/ 

John  Selwyn^  jun.  Efq;  fpoke  next  to  the  fol- 
lowing efFedl : 

*  Mr.  Speaker, 
*  Sir,  I  do  not  rife  up  to  take  notice  of  any 
'  thing  that  was  faid  in  the  honourable  gentle- 
^  man's  fpeech  who  fpoke  laft,  except  of  the  lat- 
'  ter  part  ;  the  other  parts  of  it  I  think,  if  I  may 
'  ufe  the  expreffion,  v/ere  either  anfwer'd  before 

*  he  fpoke  them,  or  they  fufficiently  anfwer  them- 

*  felves.     But   towards   the  clofe   he  feemed    to 

*  think,  that  10  or  14,000/.  was  too  great  an  ex- 

*  pence  for  us  to  lay  out  on  the  regiment  to  be 

*  fent  to  Georgia.  Sir,  I  beg  leave  to  inform  the 
'  houfe,  and  that  honourable  gentleman,  that 
«  this  money  is  the  beil:  employed  of  any  money 

*  that  ever  the  government  laid  out  ;  becaufe,  in 

*  a  (hort  time,  that  colony  will  be  able  to  produce 
'  as  much  raw  filk  as  will  fave  the  nation  upwards 
^  of  300,000/.  v/hich  is  now  yearly  fent  out  of 
^  England  to  Italy  and  other  countries,   for  that 

*  commodity :  So  that  this  expence  is  the  beil 
^  piece  of  frugality  that  we  can  fhew. 

'  On  this  occalion,  we  have  been  told  a  great 

*  deal  about  our  national  debt,  and  I  agree  with 

*  the  honourable  gentleman,  that  it  a  great  mif- 
^  fortune  for  a  nation  to  be  fo  much  in  debt  as  we 

*  are  at  prefent  \  but.  Sir,  I  think  it  would  be  ftill 
^  a  greater  misfortune,  if  by  an  ill-judg'd  fruga- 
^  lity  we  fhould  give  the  enemies  of  our  conflitu- 

'  tion 
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'  tion  an  opportunity  of  fubvertlng  it.  All  the 
'  expence,  Sir,  that  can  be  faved  by  the  propofed 
^  redudlion  this  feflion,  does  not  amount  to  above 
'  216,000/.  which  I  do  not  think,  will  much  af- 
<  fed  the  publick  debt  either  way  -,  and  I  fhould 
'  think  double  that  fum  well  laid  out,  even  upon 

*  the  probability  of  our  faving  by  it  a  much 
'  greater  expence  which  the  nation  muft  infallibly 
'  incur  in  cafe  of  a  rebellion  at  home,  or  invafion 
'  from  abroad  ;  one  or  both  of  which  may  hap- 
'  pen,  were  the  propofed  reduction  to  take 
'  place.' 

He  was  anfwered  by  George,    now  alderman, 
Heathcote,  Efq;  as  follows  : 

''Sir,  I  own  that  till  now  I  have  not  approved  Mr.H.?a/A. 
'  our  laying  out  fo  much  money  as  we  have  done  "^^  ^  ^"*^  * 

*  on  the  fettlement  of  Georgia^  becaufe  I  was  of 
'  opinion,  that  if  the  hands  we  have  fent  thither 
'  had  been  duly  employed  in  agriculture  and  ma= 
'  nu failures  here,    they  might  have  been  m.ore 

*  ufeful  to  their  mother  country,     But  the  ho- 

*  nourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft  has  entirely 
'  remov'd  my  fcruples  -,  for  if  what  he  fays  be 
'  truth,  which  I  am  far  from  difputing,  it  is  like 
'  to  prove  the  moft  beneficial  colony  that  ever 
'  was  fent  from  England,  both  becaufe  it  will  fave 
^  a  great  deal  of  money  to  the  nation,  and  as  it 
'  Vv^ill  produce  a  large  revenue  to  the  crown.  For 
'  this  reafon.  Sir,  1  think  that  the  money  requir'd 
^  for  maintaining  that  fettlement,  and  paying  the 
'  forces  fent  thither,  may  be  raifed  without  our 
'  laying  any  additional  burden  on  the  people  of 
'  Great  Britain.  The  method  I  propofe,  Sir,  for 
'  this  end,  is,  that  as  the  fund  is  fo  very  good, 
'  and  the  fecurity  upon  it  fo  unqueftlonable,  the 

*  government  fhould  borrow  as  much  money  upon 
^  it  as  may  defray  all  the  neceflary  expences  at- 
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*  tending  the  fettlement,  that  now  fall  upon  the 
'  fubjedls  of  Great  Britain.     This,  Sir,  I  take  to 

*  be  a  very  fair  and  equitable  propofal,  and  I  am 
^  perfuaded  that  the  wifdom  and  frugality  of  the 

*  gentlemen  who  have  the  honour  to  be  in  the 
^  adminiftjation  will  induce  them  to  confider  of  it. 

^  As  to  the  other  part  of  my  worthy  friend's 

*  fpeech,  I  own  I  cannot  fo  eafily  digeft  it.  The 
^  reducftion  that  is  propofed,   faid  he,   will  fave 

*  only  216,000/.  to  the  nation.     Sir,   216,000/. 

*  is  money  -,  and  had  we,  for  twenty  years  paft, 

*  faved  the  fame  fum  by  the  like  reducftion,  up> 
'  wards  of  fix  millions  of  the  national  debt  had 
<=  been  paid  off,  and  a  great  many  inconveniencies 

*  kept  from   the  fubjeds.     Befides,  had  this  re- 

*  du(5tion  taken  place  twenty  years  ago,  and  con- 
^  continued  ever  fince,  I  am  convinc'd.  Sir,  that 

*  the  only  pretence  for  a  ftanding  army  in  this  na- 

*  tion,  I  mean  what  is  advanced  from  the  difcon- 

*  tent   of  the  people,    had   been    entirely  taken 

*  away,  in  that  two  of  the  principal  caufes  of  the 

*  difcontent  had  been  removed,  the  grievance  from 

*  the  feverity  of  our  taxes,  and  the  averfion  of 

*  the  nation  to  fo  numerous  a  (landing  army  in 
'  time  of  peace :  So  that  it  is  more  than  probable, 
^  that  by  this  time  we  fhould  have  had  no  occa-^ 
'  fion  at  all  for  any  {landing  forces.  However, 
^  Sir,  better  late  than  never.    If  we  begin  now  to 

*  reduce  them,  the  nation  may  twenty  years 
^  hence    feel    the    benefit    of  a   total   redudion. 

*  Whereas,  if  we  keep  them  on  foot  from  year 
^  to  year,  or  inftead  of  reducing,  increafe  them, 
^  the  nation,  twenty  years  hence,  may  be  faddled 
^  with  18,000  more,  and  publick  difcontent  in- 
'  creafing  with  the  publick  debt  may  run  fo  high, 
'  as  to  render  it  imprudent  for  the  government, 
^  though  it  were  willing,  ever  to  make  any  re- 
^  dudlion.  Wherefore,  Sir,  I  am  for  beginning 
^  in  tinie,  and  then  for  making  amends^  as  far  as 

'  we 
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^  we  can,  for  any  pad  overfights,  by  agreeing  to 
'  the  propofed  redudion.' 

The  next  who  fpoke  was  Sir  William  Wynd- 
ham. 

*  Sir,  I  think  it  ftrange,  that  this  mighty  fe-  sir  wmam 
«  cret  of  our  fears  about  the  Pretender,  has  ne-  f^^^^'"'^ 

*  ver  been  difcovered  during  the  whole  courfe  of 

*  this  debate,  till  the  honourable  gentleman  who 

*  fpoke  laft  but  one  difclofed  it.   I  am  glad,  how- 

*  ever,  that  it  is  at  length  difcovered  ;  for  now 

*  gentlemen  may  have  a  very  clear  ftate  of  the 

*  cafe,  which  is,  Whether  we  ought  to  put  the 

*  nation  to  the  expence  of  maintaining  18,000 

*  men  for  no  other  reafon  but  becaufe  a  certain 

*  gentleman  is  afraid  of  the  Pretender  ?  This  is, 
'  I  think,  a  clear  and  a  true  ftate  of  the  cafe.  As 
^  for  the  honourable  gentleman's  fears,  they  put 
'  me  in  mind  of  a  mad  fellow,  called  Butler^ 
'  who   ufed    to  go  about,    and  at  times  would 

*  appear  very  much  frightned  at  a  certain  phan- 
'  torn  of  his  own  brain,  whom  he  called  Prince 
'  Kantimir.  This  phantom  haunted  him  about 
'  from  place  to  place,  and  nothing  could  drive 
'  it  out  of  his  head.  Really,  Sir,  I  do  not  know 
'  what  friends   the  Pretender  may  make  in  the 

*  kingdom  if  we  fhall  continue  our  army,  but 
'  if  we  reduce  that,  I  dare  fay  his  intereft  would 

*  exift  no  where  but  among  a  few  madmen.' 

Sir  William  Wyndham  was  anfwered  by  Henry 
Felham^  Efq-,  to  the  following  effedt : 

*  Sir,  The  gentlemen  who  have  fpoke  for  the  Mr.Peibam'* 
'  propofed  reduction,  have  all  along  taken  it  for  ^^"^'** 

*  granted,    that  if  our  ftanding  army  were  re- 

*  moved,   the  caufes  of  difcontent,  which  is  al- 

*  lowed  on  all  hands  to  be  very  great  amongft  our 

^  common 
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common  people,  would  be  removed  likewife. 
But,  Sir,  their  opinion  cannot  be  fupported  ei- 
ther by  reafon  or  experience  :  Realbn  tells  us, 
that  a  people  who  are  difcontented,  will  prove 
rebellious  as  foon  as  the  government  becomes 
too  weak  to  reftrain  their  outrages.  And  we 
find.  Sir,  by  experience,  that  no  redudlion  ever 
vv^as  attended  by  any  return  of  gratitude  on  the 
part  of  the  common  people.  So  that,  as  gen- 
tlemen have  been  ftating  this  queftion  in  their 
manner,  I  fball  beg  leave  to  ftate  it  in  mine. 
And  it  is.  Sir,  Whether  it  be  moft  probable, 
that  his  Majefty  will  abufe  his  power,  if  we 
fhall  keep  up  the  army  •,  or  that  his  enemies  will 
lay  afide  their  defigns,  and  the  people  return  to 
a  due  fubmiffion  to  the  civil  magistrate,  in  cafe 
we  reduce  it  ^  Indeed  I  do  not  know  what  are 
the  fentiments  of  other  gentlemen,  but  I  own, 
Sir,  it  is  no  hard  matter  with  me  to  determine 
myfelf  in  this  cafe,  and,  for  this  reafon,  to  give 
my  vote  in  favour  of  the  refolution.' 

Walter  Plummer,  Efq-,  anfwered  him  as  follows: 

'  Mr.  Speaker, 
*  Sir,  The  reafoning  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man who  fpoke  laft,  is  not  unlike  that  of  a  phy- 
fician  who  was  called  to  vifit  an  acquaintance  of 
mine.  Two  or  three  other  members  of  the 
faculty  were  called  at  the  fame  time,  and  all  of 
them,  except  this  phyfician,  agreed  in  their 
confultations,  that  the  nature  of  the  patient's 
difeafe  required  lenitives.  The  reafon  which 
this  fingular  dodor  gave,  for  differing  from 
his  brethren,  was,  That  corrofives  v;ere  only 
to  be  cured  by  corro fives.  Sir,  we  have  long 
had  corrofives  applied  to  corred:  the  (harp  hu- 
mours of  a  people  whofe  conftitution  has  been 
vitiated  by  a  courfe  of  fevere  exadions  and 
2  *  taxes, 
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taxes,  without  any  apparent  advantage  to  the 
kingdom.  And  it  was  reafonable  to  expe6l, 
Sir,  that  by  this  time  fome  lenitives  (hould  have 
been  applied.  But  this.  Sir,  it  feems,  is  not 
agreeable  to  the  maxims  of  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman, who,  laft  feffion,  entertained  us  with  the 
ever  memorable  fpeech,  which  he  concluded  by 
telling  us  from  a  Roman  poet,  Tbat  an  incurable 
wound  was  to  he  cut  off  by  the  /word.  I  am 
afraid  that  this.  Sir,  may  indeed  be  the  only  re- 
medy that  can  be  applied,  if  we  fhould  proceed 
in  exafperating  the  people  by  not  only  continu- 
ing but  increafmg  the  principal  grievance  they 
have.' 

Sir  Jofeph  Jekyll  fpoke  next  to  the  following 
purpofe. 

'  Sir,  I  acknowledge  that  formerly  I  ufed  to  sir  jofepb 
'  give  my  vote  for  keeping  up  a  ftanding  army  in  wh,* 
'  time  of  peace,  becaufe  I  thought  Vv-e  could  ne- 
'  ver  ufe  too  m.any  precautions  againfl:  the  grow- 
'  ing   power,    and    the   afpiring   genius   of    the 
'  French. 

'  But  the  providence  of  Heaven  has  raifed  up 
'  another  power  in  Europe.,  which  feems  by  the  ' 
^  check  fhe  has  already  given  to  the  ambition  of 
'  France.,  to  be  an  over-match  for  her  in  the 
'  field ;  gentlemen  will  eafily  perceive,  that  I 
'  mean  the  Mufcovites.,  whofe  empire  till  within 
'  thefe  few  years  had  but  a  very  fmall  fhare  in  the 
^  balance  of  Europe.  For  this  reafon  I  think  there 
'  is  not  the  leaft  pretence.  Sir,  for  keeping  up  a 

*  ftanding  army  on  account  of  the  fituation  of  af- 
'  fairs  abroad ;  that  pretence  being  eiFed-ually  re- 

*  moved  by  the  fudden  growth  of  the  Ruffian 
'  power,  from  whom  we  have  nothing  to  fear,  ei- 
^  ther  on  account  of  their  fituation  or  interefl. 
'  So  that,   Sir,  the  reafons  why  we  are  to  keep 

'  the 
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*  the  propofed  number  up,  muft  be  of  a  domef- 

*  tick  nature.  And,  indeed,  if  I  were  convinced, 
^  that  they  were  of  the  leaft  ufe  in  enabling  the 

*  civil  magiftrate  to  put  the  laws  in  execution,  I 

*  fhould  give  my  vote  without  hefitation  for  the 

*  prefent  motion.     But,  Sir,  when  I  fee  the  peo- 

*  pie  of  all  ranks  fo  averfe  to  a  law  which  was  the 
'  only  means  left  by  which  the  legiilature  could 
'  prevent  a  total  degeneracy  of  their  morals,  and 

*  the  abfolute  ruin  of  their  health  ;  when  I  fee 
'  they  value  themfelves  upon  murdering  the  per- 

*  fons  by  whofe  information  alone  the  offenders 

*  againft  that  law  can  be  convided  •,  and  when  I 
'  fee  that  our   regular  forces    have   been    of  no 

*  ufe  in  fuppreding  thefe  diforders ;  I  am  inclined 

*  to  fufped,    Sir,    that  the  infedion  has  fpread 

*  into  the  army  itfelf     I  am  the  more  apt  to  be- 

*  lieve  this,  Sir,  becaufe  1  had  it  lately  from  good 

*  hands,  that  many  of  the  foldiers  adually  were 
^  difguifed  among  the  mob  who  murdered  thefe 
'  poor  men,  and  were  very  inftrumental  in  the  ri- 
'  ots.     If  this  infe(5lion  fViould  proceed  further, 

*  Sir,  we  have  reafon  to  fear,  that  our  army  would 

*  foon  be  as  obftinately  difobedient  to  the  civil 
'  magiftrate  as  our  people  are,  and  this  muft  pro- 
'  duce  worfe  confequences  than  any  gentleman  has 

*  yet  mentioned.     It  may  be  urged,  that  foldiers 

*  being  fubjeded  to  the  military  laws,  dare  not 
^  attempt  to  oppofe  the  will  of  their  fuperiors  ; 

*  but  why  fhould  we  exped  from  them  a  greater 
'  deference  to  their  officers  than  from  the  people 
'  to  the  juftices.  And  give  me  leave  to  fay, 
'  Sir,  that  a  mutiny  of  the  army  is  more  dan- 
'  gerous  than  a  mob  of  the  people,  for  this  plain 
'  reafon,  that  the  punifhment  which  attends  the 
'  one  is  but  light,  when  compared  with  what  is 

*  inflided  on  the  other.     If  one  or  two  of  the 

*  ringleaders  of  a  mob  are  made  examples.  Sir, 

*  the  juftice  of  their  country  is  fatisfied  5  but  the 

'  martial 
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martial  few  inflids  Uie  pain  of  death  upon  every 
man  who  is  concerned  in  a  mutiny.  For  this 
reafon,  foldiers  once  engaged  in  a  mutiny  will 
be  more  obftinate  and  refradory  than  other  peo- 
ple ;  becaufe  though  they  fhould  lay  down  their 
arms  their  lives  are  forfeited  i  fo  that  their  real 
fafety  lies  in  perfevering  in  their  rebellion. 
Therefore,  I  think  it  is  againft  the  rules  of  good 
policy,  Sir,  for  us  to  keep  up  a  body  of  men, 
who  very  probably  are  tainted  with  that  fpirit  of 
difobedience  that  has  gone  abroad  amongft  our 
people,  and  from  whom  there  is  nothing  fo 
bad  but  what  we  have  to  fear,  fhould  this 
fpirit  induce  them  to  throw  off  the  allegiance 
due  to  their  fuperiors. 

'  Thus  far,  Sir,  I  am  of  the  fame  fide  of 
the  queftion  with  my  worthy  friend  who  fits 
over-againft  me.  But,  I  wifh  the  fame  ho- 
nourable gentlem^an  had  explained  fome  expref- 
fions  which  he  dropt  with  regard  to  the  law 
I  have  juft  now^  taken  the  liberty  to  mention. 
I  am  neither  afiiamed,  nor  afraid  to  fay,  that  I 
had  8  great  hand  in  getting  that  law  pafied ; 
and  I  think,  though  we  had  even  paid  the 
fum  for  it  which  the  honourable  gentleman  has 
mentioned,  we  bought  it  cheap,  for  it  was  pay- 
ing 70,000/.  for  infuring  the  health  and  fi:rength 
of  a  whole  people.  As  for  the  inconvenien- 
cies  that  may  arife  from  the  execution  of  this 
law,  I  am  fenfible  there  are  feveral  -,  but,  Sir,  I 
believe,  as  few  as  ever  attended  the  execution  of 
a  law,  fo  unpopular,  and  at  the  fame  time  fo 
neceffary.  However,  if  the  further  confidera- 
tion  of  that  law  fhould  come  before  us,  as  I  be- 
lieve. Sir,  it  foon  may,  I  fhall  very  willingly 
concur  with  any  motion  that  can  put  us  in  a 
way  of  making  it  kfs  fubjedl  to  abufes.  In 
the  mean  time  I  am  of  opinion,  Sir,  that  it  will 
greatly  contribute  to  the  fafety  of  our  conflitu- 

*  tion. 
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'  tlon,  and  the  reformation  of  manners  amongft 

'  the  common  people,  if  we  agree  to  the  propofed 

'  redudion.' 


Jofeph  Danvers^  Efq;  fpoke  next  as  follows  : 

'  Sir,  We  have  had  a  great  deal  of  debate  this 
night  about  the  conftitution  and  government  of 
this  and  other  nations  -,  and  there  is  no  queftion. 
Sir,  that  there  are  many  different  ones  in  the 
world.  But  I  believe  the  people  of  Greal  Bri- 
tain- are  governed  by  a  power  that  never  was 
heard  of  as  a  fupreme  authority  in  any  age  or 
country  before.  This  power.  Sir,  does  not 
confift  in  the  abfolute  will  of  the  Prince,  in  the 
diredion  of  a  Parliament,  in  the  ftrength  of  an 
army,  in  the  influence  of  the  clergy,  neithei*. 
Sir,  rs  it  a  petticoat  government ;  but,  Sir,  it  is 
the  government  of  the  prefs.  The jftuff  which 
our  weekly  news-papers  are  filled 'with,  is  re- 
ceived with  greater  reverence  than  the  decrees  of 
Parliament ;  and  the  fentiments  of  one  of  thefe 
fcribblers  have  more  weight  with  the  multitude 
than  the  opinion  of  the  beft  politician  in  the 
kingdom.  This  is  the  true  reafon.  Sir,  v/hy 
prudence  obliges  us  to  agree  to  the  keeping  up 
the  number  of  forces  that  was  firft  propofed. 
For  my  own  part.  Sir,  it  is  very  well  knov/n, 
that  I  hate  a  ftanding  army  as  I  hate  the  devil : 
But,  hateful  as  it  is,  I  do  not  know  how  we 
could  live  without  it.  And  if  the  propofed  re- 
dudion  were  to  take  place,  the  firil:  thing  I 
fhould  do,  would  be  to  fhut  up  houfe  in  the 
country,  and  come  and  live  near  Juftice  'Deviel  •, 
for  I  do  not  fee  any  man  that  is  fafe,  unlefs  he 
lives  either  near  him,  or  in  a  barrack. 

'  Some  gentlemen  have  been  at  great  pains  to 
ridicule  the  fears  of  the  Pretender,  as  being  chi- 
merical fears  \    but,    Sir,    I  have  letters  in  my 
•  2"  ■  '  pocket. 
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pocket,  which  muft  convince  every  impartial 
perfcn,  that  we  have  more  to  fear  from  the  Ja- 
cobite fa(5lion,  than  fome  gentlemen  feem  to  be- 
lieve we  have.  Therefore,  Sir,  I  fnall  beg 
leave  to  enter  into  the  particulars  of  an  impu- 
dent, treafonable  proceeding,  that  happened 
within  thefe  few  days  within  the  town  of  Lei- 
ccftcr  *.  On  the  firfl  day.  Sir,  of  this  very 
month,  feveral  papers  were  found  pofted  up 
within  that  town,  containing  the"moft  impu- 
dent and  treafonable  infults  upon  his  Majefly 
and  the  government,  that,  I  believe,  were  ever 
yet  committed  at  a  time  when  there  was  no 
open  rebellion  in  the  nation.  They  contained  no 
lefs.  Sir,  than  an  alarm  to  the  people,  in  favour 
of  the  Pretender,  and  imported  a  refolution  of 
proclaiming  him  the  tenth  of  June  •,  which. 
Sir,  by  the  way,  is  the  Pretender's  birth- 
day. After  an  infult  of  this  nature.  Sir,  com- 
mitted in  defiance  of  the  government,  in  a 
county  town,  will  any  man  fay,  that  we  have 
nothing  to  fear  from  the  Jacobite  fadlion?  Or 
can  we  imagine,  that  the  authors  of  thefe  trea- 
fonable libels  have  no  abetters  in  the  country  ? 
They  have.  Sir,  I  am  afraid,  but  too  many, 
and  were  our  regular  forces  to  be  reduced,  I  be- 
lieve they  would  have  more  ftill  •,  and  they 
would  foon  come  from  threatning  to  acting. 
The  queftion  then,  Sir,  amongft  the  populace 
would  not  be,  who  is  for  the  King,  or  who  is 
for  the  Pretender  ?  They  would  only  afk.  Who 
is  for,  or  who  is  againft  the  government  ?  And 
every  man.  Sir,  who  fhould  a6l  againft  the  go- 
vernment, be  his  motive  ambition,  difguft,  dif- 
appointment,  principle,  revenge,  or  any  other 
caufe  whatever,  fuch  a  man.  Sir,  would  be  fure 
to  have  them  for  his  friends  ;  for  it  is  recom- 
mendation enough  to  them,    if  he  is  an  ene- 

'  my 

*  See  Lt)ndon  Magazine  for  Feb.  May  and  June,  I738- 
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*  my  to  the  government,    no  matter  to  whom 

*  he   is  a  friend.      Therefore,    Sir,    I  think  the 

*  fafety  of  the  nation  at  prefent,  requires  that  we* 
'  fhould  make  no  reduction  of  our  forces.' 

After  this  long  debate  the  queftion  was  put  up- 
on the  amendment  offered,  and  carried  in  the  ne- 
gative, 249  noes  to  164  yeas;  after  which  the 
queftion  was  put  upon  the  refolution  as  at  firft 
propofed,  and  carried  in  the  affirmative  without  a 
divifion. 

To  this  debate  we  think  proper  to  add  the  fol- 
lowing eftimate  of  the  pay  of  the  feveral  corps 
of  which  the  army  is  compofed  : 


Eftimate  of  ^he  full  pay  and  fuhftftence  per  diem,  of  every  offi- 
the  pay  of        cer^  non-commijfion  d  officer^  and  private  man  on 
the  Englifh  ejlablijhment. 


the  army. 


Horfe 

Full  pay. 


I   II 


1     3  o 


Colonel  and 

Captain 
Lieutenant  and 

Lieut.  Colonel 
Cornet  i     2  o 

Major 

Guidon  1     o  c 

Exempt  o  13  o 

Lieut,  and  Capt. 
Guidon  and  Capt. 
Brigadier  o  10  o 

Sub-Brigadier  050 

Sub-Lieutenant 
Chaplain 
Adjutant 
Surgeon 
Trumpeter 
Serjeant 
Corporal 
Kettle  Drummer? 

or  Drummer     \        ^ 
Hautboy 

Private  gentlemen  040 
Marfhal  070 


Guards. 

Subliftence. 
/.      J.   d. 


o  17  6 

o  16  6 

o  15  o 

o  10  o 


2    10 


Horfe  Grenadiers. 

Full  pay^       Subfillence 


/.  s.  d. 
I    10  o 

z     z  6 
I     o  o 


o  17  o 
o  16  o 


o  10  o 

068 

070 
080 


4  o 
3  o 

2  6 

2  6 
2  6 


/.  s.  d; 
I     2  6 

o  17  6 
o  15  o 


o  13  o 
o  12  o 


076 
050 
056 
060 


3  6 
2  6 

2  o 

2  o 

2    O 

The 
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Thurfday  the  1 6th  of  February^  the  Lord  Sun- 
don  flood  up,  and  fpoke  thus ; 

*  Mr.  Speaker, 
mjiminfter'       *  Sir,  1  have  in  my  hand  a  petition  of  a  like 
"^^^^refeit-  *  HEturc  with  what  has  been  in  feveral  former  fef- 
cd,  with  the «  fions  prefentcd  to,  and  received  by,  this  houfe. 
debate  upon  ^  j^  j^^  gj^.^  ^^^^  ^j^^  ^^^^  ^^^  chapter  of  the  col- 

*  legiate  church  of  St.  Peter'* s^  Weftminfter^  who 

*  have  the  moft  grateful  fenfe  of  the  former  fa- 

*  vours  conferred  on  them  by  this  houfe.     The 

*  petition,  Sir,  fets  forth,  That  the  faid  church 

*  came  into  the  hands  of  the  firft  dean  and  chapter 

*  unfinifh'd,  and  by  length  of  time,  and  badnefs 
'  of  its  materials  became  fo  ruinous,  that  in  the 
«  eighth  and  ninth  years  of  K.WiliiamlU.  the  Par- 

*  liament  granted  an  annual  fum  for  a  certain  term 

*  of  years  for  repairing  it,  the  Chancellor  of  the 
'  Exchequer,  the  Lord  Chief  Juftice  of  the  King's- 

*  Bench^  and  the  Dean  of  (Vejlminfter^  being  ap- 

*  pointed  commiflioners  for  that  purpofe.     The 

*  reafons.    Sir,    that  induced  the   Parliament  to 

*  grant  this  bounty  are  ftill  fubfifting,  and  thefe 

*  are,  its  being  an  antient  and  Royal  foundation, 

*  and   the   burial-place   of   fome  of  the  greateft 

*  Monarchs,  as  well  as  of  the  befl  men,  that  this 

*  kingdom  could  ever  boaft  of.     After  the  term 

*  of  their  enjoying  this  bounty  was  expired,  the 
^  Parliament,  as  the  petition  I  have  in  my  hand 
^  proceeds  to  fet  forth,  in  the  ninth  year  of  the 

*  reign  of  Queen  A^tne^  granted  the  fum  of  4000/. 

*  every  year  towards  repairing  and  finifhing  the 
^  faid  edifice ;  and  in  order  to  the  finilhing  of  it 

*  as  direded  by  the  Parliament,  the  then  furveyor 

*  formed   a   defign   of  erecfling   a   fpire  on   the 

*  middle  tower,  a  model  of  which  he  then  pre- 

*  pared,  and  a  draught  of  which,  with  the  reft 
^  of  the  int^ded  building,  was  laid  before  this 

*  houfe 
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houfe  the  lafl  feflion  of  Parliament.  The  peti-*' 
tion.  Sir,  proceeds  to  fet  forth,  that  by  adls 
pafs'd  in  the  fixth,  feventh,  eighth  and  tenth 
of  his  prefent  Majefty,  the  feveral  fums  of 
4000/.  each  year,  have  been  iflued  out  and 
applied  for  carrying  on  the  faid  work  ;  and  an 
account  how  the  fame  has  been  expended  has 
been  every  year  laid  before  this  houfe  ,  and 
that  all  the  money  granted  as  aforefaid  being  ex- 
pended, the  faid  works  are  now  at  a  ftand.  All 
this.  Sir,  is  fubmitted  to  the  confideration  of 
the  houfe  by  the  petitioners,  who  humbly  hope, 
that  the  favours  already  conferred  on  the  faid 
church,  by  this  and  former  Parliaments,  may 
be  continued/ 

Sir  Robert  JValpole  then,  by  his  Majefly's  com* 
nand,  having  acquainted  the  houfe,  that  his  Ma- 
efty  being  informed  of  the  contents  of  the  peti-^ 
ion,  recommended  it  to  the  coniideration  of  the 
loufe,  the  petition  v/as  ordered  to  be  brought  up 
.nd  read.  After  which  Lord  Sundon  moved, 
hat  the  faid  petition  be  referred  to  the  confi- 
leration  of  the  committee  of  the  whole  houfe, 
o  whom  it  was  referred  to  confider  further  of  the 
upply  granted  to  his  Majefty ;  he  was  feconded 
)y  Sir  William  Tonge^  and  then  Sir  Thomas  Afton 
poke  to  the  following  effed : 

*  Sir,  I  remember  a  ftory  that  was  told  of  a  sir  T:hma% 
great  favourite  of  King  Charles  11.  This  gen-  ^^'^ 
tleman,  who  was  a  true  cavalier,  fought  for  the 
Father,  and  was  banifhed  with  the  Son,  whom 
he  attended  all  the  time  of  his  exile.  Upon  the 
refettlement  of  the  Royal  Family  he  ftill  conti- 
nued to  follow  his  Mailer's  fortune,  but  never 
minded  his  own  \  till  at  laft,  his  continual  at- 
tendance at  court,  his  giving  into  all  the  faihi- 
©nable  expences^  of  the  times,  and  the  figure 
H  h  2  *  which 
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*  which  his  intimacy  with  his  Majefty  obliged 

*  him  to  fupport,  exhaufted  every  fhllling  of  his 

*  eftate.     But  fuch  was  the  gentleman's  modefty, 

*  (a  virtue,  you'll  fay,  very  rarely  to  be  met  with 

*  in  the  favourite  of  a  monarch)  that  he  never 

*  made  one  folicitation  in  his  own  behalf,  though 

*  he  had  many  opportunities  of  doing  it.  At 
'  laft  the  King  being  informed  of  his  circumftan- 

*  ces,  took  occafion  one  day,   as  the  gentleman 

*  was  foliclting  a  poft  for  one  of  his  friends,  to 

*  tell  him,  "  Sir,  fays  he,  you  have  been  a  very 
*'  faithful  and  a  very  conftant  fervant  to  me,  I  have 
''  had  great  fatisfadlon  in  your  company  without 
**  your  being  a  (hilling  the  better  for  me,  though 
*'  I  am  perfuaded  your  eftate  has  fufFered  con- 
**  fiderably  in  my  fervice.  As  you  are  a  man  of 
•'  fenfe,  and  fit  for  bufinefs,  why  do  you  not  afk 
*'  fomething  for  yourfelf  ?"    The  gentleman  made 

*  no   other   return  to  his  Majefty   at  that  time, 

*  but  a  profound  acknowledgment  of  the  honour 

*  he  had  received  by  his  Majefty 's  being  fo 
^'  mindful  of  him  ,  but  fome  time  after,  being 
^.  all  alone  with  the  King ;  Pray,  Sir,  fays  he  to 
^  his  Majefty,  be  fo  good  as  to  lend  me  thirty 
'  fliillings.  Thirty  fhillingsl  anfwers  the  King, 
^  what  do  you  mean  ?  if  you  have  occafion  for 
^  a  Lirger  fum  you  may  have  it. — No,  no,  replies 

*  the  gentleman,  this  fiiiall  fum  does  very  well  to 
^  begin   with,    for   I   have  often   obferved,    that 

*  once  put  you  in  the  way  of  giving,  it  is  eafy 
^  to  keep  you  in  It,   and  then  you  do  not  care 

*  how  much  you  give. 

*  Though  this  ftory.  Sir,  efpecially  as  to  the 
^  modefty  of  the  petitioner,  may  not  in  every  re- 

*  fpedl  be  parallel  to  the  cafe  now  before  us,  yet  I 

*  think  there  is  fomething  in  the  giving  humour 

*  of  the  Monarch  pretty  applicable  to  our  condud 
'  on  former  occafions  of  this  nature.     The  fum, 

*  Sir,  that  was  originally  afk'd  for,  and  granted, 

I  '  for 
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^  for  the  purpofes  mention'd  in  this  petition, 
^  could  have  made  no  great  figure  in  the  publick 
'  accounts  had  we  flopt  there ;  but  an  accumula- 
'  tion  of  that  fum,  Sir,  from  time  to  time  ob- 
'  tained  when  we  were  in  the  giving  humour, 
^  would  make,  I  think,  no  defpicable  article  if 
'  applied  towards  the  difcharge  of  fome  part  of 
'  the  national  debt.  Therefore,  Sir,  I  think  we 
'  fhould  rather  flop  now  than  later,  and  I  hope 
'  this  petition  will  lie  upon  the  table.' 

James  Worjley^  Efq;  fpoke  next  to  the  fallow^ 
ing  effed : 

*  Sir,  Though  I  have  a  moft  profound  refpedl  ^V^  ?^*^7h. 
'  for  the  venerable  body  of  the  clergy,  and  fhould 
^  be  glad  to  fee  our  facred  edifices  make  a  figure 
'  becoming  the  grandeur  of  his  Majefly  and  thi^ 
'  nation ;  yet,  I  own,  I  cannot  approve  that  the 
'  difpofal  of  the  Parliament's  bounty  for  that  pur- 
'  pofe  fhould  be  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the 
'  prieflhood.  I  do  not  fpeak  this  as  if  they  were 
'  capable  of  mifapplying  any  part  of  it ;  but 
^  merely  from  my  having  fo  great  a  refpecl  for 
'  that  venerable  clafs,  that  I  am  unwilling  they 
'  fhould  be  burthen'd  with  any  other  cares  be- 
'  fides  thofe  of  their  fundion,  which  are  many 
^  and  weighty.  I  am  therefore.  Sir,  furprized 
'  that  the  honourable  perfon  who  brought  up 
'  the  petition  fhould  appear  fo  prefTing  for  us  to 
^  grant  it ;  fince  it  is  certain  we  cannot  do  it  with- 
^  out  putting  thefe  good  men  to  very  great  trou- 
'  ble.     The  overfeeing  of  a  work,  Sir,  that  cofls 

*  4000/.  every  year,  takes  up  no  fmall  part  of  a 
'  man's  time  •,  and  though  fome  laymen  are  join- 

•  ed  in  the  commifTion  for  managing  this  bounty, 
'  yet  we  know  the  fatigue  of  it  is  entirely  left  td 
'  the  venerable  perfons.  Now,  Sir,  this  is  art 
'  injuftice  done  not  only  to  them  but  to  the  laity 

H  h  J  *  alfo, 
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^  alfo,  who  mufl  fuffer  greatly  by  their  fplritual 

*  guides  having  fo  many  avocations  from  the  du- 
^  ties  of  their  fundiions ;  befides,  Sir,  we  are  to 
'  confider,  that  the  way  of  Hfe  in  which  thefe 
'  venerable  perfons  have  been  educated,  gives 
*"  them  no  opportunity  of  knowing  the  price  of 

*  materials  and  working  men,  or  of  forming  a  right 
^  judgment  upon  tne  fufficicncy  of  their  work; 
■^  both  which  are  very  neceffary  qualifications  in 
^  the  overfeers  of  a  bufmefs  of  this  nature.  So 
^  that  I  dare  fay.  Sir,  the  venerable  perfons  will 
^  think  themfelves  highly  obliged  to  this  houfe, 
'  if  we  fhould  eafe  them  of  that  trouble,  and  this 
'  upon  a  double  account.  Firft,  as  they  v/ill 
^  have  more  leifure  for  looking  after  their  fpiritu- 
'  al  concerns,  which,  to  fuch  difinterefted  good 

*  men  as  they  are,  is  a  moft  invaluable  bleffing ; 
^  and  fecondly,  as  we  can  put  the  infpedion  of 
'  the  work  into  hands  who  will  take  care  to  have 

*  it  done  to  the  beft  advantage,  and  at  the  leaft 

*  expence.  Therefore,  Sir,  I  am  for  letting  this 
^  petition  lie  upon  the  table,  till  a  lay  commifTion 

*  for  overfeeing  the  execution  of  the  work  is 
'  made  out/ 

This  was  anfwered  by  Sir  Robert  Walpole^  as 
follows  : 

5iU  K'.hfji  i  Sj|-^  J  am  entirely  of  the  honourable  gentle- 

f|«£* "     *  man's  mind  who  fpoke  firft,  in  thinking  that 

"-  more  money  has  been  expended  upon  the  defire 

*  of  this  petition  than  perhaps  the  Parliament 
^  expelled  when  they  made  the  firft  grant  for 
"  this  puipofe.    But  that.  Sir,  is  the  very  reafon, 

*  why,  in  my  opinion,  we  ought  to  agree  to  the 
^  petition ;  for  it  would  be  very  abfurd  in  us,  af- 
>  ter  the  great  expence  the  nation  has  been  at  on 

*  this  account,  if  we  ihould  leave  the  work  unfi- 
J  ^ilhed  to  fave  a  trifling  fum.    The  reafons  that 

*  induced 
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*•  induced  the  Parliament  at  firft,  Sir,  to  promote 

*  and  encourage  the  defign  of  repairing  and  fi- 

*  nifhing  this  edifice,  were  fuch  as  were  worthy 

*  fo  auguft  a  Body.  Should  we  let  the  church 
'  where  the  bodies  of  our  greatefl  Kings  are  de- 
'  pofited,  and  which  lately  received  the  remains 

*  of  a  Princefs  whofe  memory  muft  be  ever  dear 

*  to  Britain^    be  the  only  church  in  the  whole 

*  kingdom  not  properly  provided  for,  we  lliould 

*  juftly  expofe  ourfelves  to  the  cenfure  of  the  reft 

*  of  Europe^  and  of  every  ftranger  who  vifits  us. 

*  The  expence  therefore  which  the  defire  of  this 
'  petition  requires,  is  an  expence  we  ought  to  be 

*  at  for  our  own  honour,  for  the  honour  of  the 

*  kingdom,  and  let  me  add,  for  the  honour  of 
'  the  Royal  Family.     Thefe,  and  no  other,  are 

*  the  motives.  Sir,  that  incline  me  to  give  my 
'  vote  for  our  granting  the  petition,  and  I  am 

*  perfuaded  gentlemen  will  eafily  concur,  when 
'  they  compare  the  reafonablenefs  of  the  thine;  to 

*  the  fmallnefs  of  the  expence. 

'  As  to  what  was  urged  by  the  honourable 

*  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  that  the  infpedlion 
'  of  the  work  ought  to  be  committed  to  laymen, 

*  I  ferioufly  own  that  I  was  once  of  his  opinion, 
'  and  I  remember  one  year  that  the  experiment 

*  was  adually  made.  But  at  the  fame  time  I  re- 
^  member,  that  when  the  accounts  were  examin« 
'  ed,  and  the  work  furveyed,  it  was  found  that 
'  we  neither  had  managed  fo  frugally,  nor  was 
'  the  work  fo  well  executed,  as  when  it  was 
'  under  the  infpedtion  of  the  clergy.  Befides 
'  that,  Sir,  the  commifTioners  being  men  who 
'  had  a  great  deal  of  other  bufmefs  to  mind,  fel- 
'  dom  thought  it  worth  their  while  to  meet,  and 
'  to  concert  meafures  for  the  more  effedlual  car- 

*  rying  on  this  work,  which  by  thefe  means  was 
'  negledted,  and  it  muft  ftill  fuffer  if  we  fliali 
^  put  it  under  the  infpedion  of  laymen  entirely. 

H  h  4  *  For, 
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*  For,  Sir,  though  we  fhould  fuppofe  that  they 

*  had  it  at  heart  to  carry  the  work  on  in  the  moft 

*  frugal  manner,  yet  every  one  will  truft  to  ano- 

*  ther,  till  on  the  whole  it  is  negledted.  But, 
^  Sir,  when  we  leave  the  commiffion  in  the  hands 
'  of  the  reverend  perfons,  they  think  it  their  du- 
^  ty,  they  make  it  their  bufinefs,  they  take  a 
'  pleafure,  I  may  fay,  a  pride,  in  feeing  it  carried 

*  on  to  the  bed  advantage.     As  to  the  honoura- 

*  ble  gentleman's  fears  of  its  being  too  great  a 
^  burthen  to  thefe  reverend  perfons,  if  they  do 

*  not  efleem  it  fuch,   I  fee  no  reafon   that  we 

*  fhould.  The  clergy  are  very  feidom  oppreiTed 
^  without  complaining  •,  and  I  dare  fay  we  never 

*  fnould  have  been  troubled  with  the  petition,  if 

*  our  granting  it  mufl  be  attended  with  any  in- 
f  convenience  to  the  petitioners.   We  are  to  con- 

*  fider,  Sir,  that  the  fituation  of  the  clergy  who 

*  attend  this  church,  is  different  from  that  of 
^  thofe  who  have  charge  of  whole  pariflics  on 

*  their  hands  ♦,  the  petitioners  have  time  and  lei- 
^  fure  enough  to  fpare ;  and  give  me  leave  to  fay, 
^  Sir,  it  is  a  part  of  their  office  to  take  all  the 
^  care  they  can  both  of  the  reparations  and  addi- 

*  tions  that  are  made  to  that  edifice  by  which 
•^  they  live.  Therefore,  Sir,  I  am  for  referring 
^  the  petition  to  the  committee  of  fupply,  and 

*  for  making  no  alteration  in  the  commiffion.' 

George  Heathcote^  Efqj  fpoke  next  as  follows  : 

Mr.  jJeath-  €  gj^  J  ^^^Qj^'t  think  that  in  the  prefent  ilate  of 
our  publick  credit,  and  v/hile  the  people  are 
already- overwhelm'd  with  taxes,  that  we  ought 
to  agree  to  the  giving  away  one  fnilling  of  their 
money  on  any  occafion  but  where  it  is  abfolute- 
ly  neceffiary.  The  fum  required  of  us  by  the 
petition,  is  not  indeed  a  very  large  one;  but 
imall  as  it  is^  we  are  to  confider  that  it  comes 

'  out 
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'  out  of  the  people's  pockets,  and  the  purpofes 

*  for  which  it  is  granted  can  be  very  little,  if  any 
'  benefit  to  them.  I  cannot  pretend  to  account 
'  for  the  motives  that  induced  the  Parliament  to 
'  lay  out  fo  mucl\  of  the  publick  money  in  adorn- 

*  \ng  and  repairing  a  church  ^  but  whatever  thefe 

*  motives  were,  I  think  they  ought  to  have  no 

*  influence  with  us,  becaufe  in  thofe  days.  Sir, 
'  the  people  could  bear  to  fave  a  little  money  on 
'  an  occafion  of  this  kind,  neither  their  taxes  be- 
'  ing  fo  heavy,  nor  their  debts  fo  large,  as  they 
'  are  now.  The  right  honourable  gentleman 
'  who  fpoke  laft  gave,  indeed,  one  reafon  which 
'  he  fuppofed  influenced  the  Parliament  on  this 
'  occafion ;  and  that  was,  becaufe  many  of  our 
>  Kings  lie  buried  in  that  church.     This  reafon, 

*  Sir,  would  have  come  with  a  better  grace  from 
'  that  right  honourable  gentleman,  could  he  have 
'  added  at  the  fame  time,  that  all  the  Kings  there 
'  interred  were  friends  to  the  liberties  of  the 
'  people. 

^  Befides,  Sir,  I  do  not  like  thefe  annual  peti- 

*  tions;  they  look  fomewhat  like  annual  bills. 
'  By  indulging  the  petitioners  from  year  to  year, 
'  they  may  at  laft  come  to  claim  it  as  a  kind  of 
'  right,   and  never  give  over.     Let  gentlemen 

*  confider.  Sir,  how  eafy  it  is  for  them  to  prepare 
'  a  model  of  new  additions  to  this  church  under 

*  pretence  that  they  are  neceflary,  and  that  we 
'  cannot  do  too  much  for  adorning  and  repairing 
'  fuch  an  auguft  royal  fabrick.  The  reafons, 
'  Sir,  for  our  granting  the  defire  of  this  petition 
'  would  then  be  juiL  as  good  thirty  years  hence 
'  as  they  are  now;  and  according  to  the  right 

*  honourable  gentleman's  way  of  reafoning  who 

*  fpoke  laft,  much  better  -,  for  it  feems,  the  more 
""  we  grant,  the  lefs  we  ought  to  refufe.  There- 

*  fore.  Sir,  I  ftiould  have  been  much  better  plea- 
■  fed,  and  fhould  have  thought  it  a  much  fairer 

'  way 


474  Parliamentary     A.  1738. 

'  way  of  proceeding,  had  the  petitioners,  inilead 

*  of  afl<:ing  the  annual  bounty  of  4000/.  peti- 
'  tioned  at  once  for  as  much  as,  in  the  opinion  of 
'  competent  judges,  will  be  fufficient  to  compleat 
'  the  work  according  to  the  prefent  model.  This, 

*  Sir,  would  have  been  a  fair  way  of  adting;  we 
^  fhould  have  then  known  what  we  were  about, 

*  and  we  could  have  granted  it  in  what  propor- 
'  tions  and  at  v/hat  time  we  found  moil  conveni- 

*  ent :  Whereas,  what  we  do  now  is  in  the  dark ; 
'  we  know  not  when  the  work  will  be  finifhed ; 
'  and  unlefs  it  is  finifhed,  all  that  we  fhall  grant 
'  now  is  to  no  purpofe.     For  this  reafon.  Sir,  I 

*  think  it  would  be  extremely  proper,  before  wc 

*  proceed  any  further  in  this  affair,  that  the  peti- 
'  tioners  fnould  lay  before  the  houfe  an  eftimate 
'  of  the  expences  that  the  reparations  and  addi- 
'  tlons  to  the  church  will  coft  in  the  whole.' 

To  this  the  Lord  Sundon  anfwered  to  the  fol- 
lowing purpofe : 

LoH  Sun-  <■  Sir,  What  the  honourable  gentleman  who 
^o«'.  fpcech. ,  {^Q^-Q  laft  propofed,  indeed  appears  very  rea- 
'  fonable,  but  I  do  not  think  it  very  pradicable. 
'  Every  gentleman  who  has  experience  in  build- 
'  ing,  knows  very  well  how  hard  a  matter  it  is  to 
^  calculate  the  expences  he  muft  be  at,  though 
'  perhaps  he  has  a  great  part  of  the  materials  up- 
^  on  his  own  land  •,  but  it  is  mvich  liarder  to  do  it 
'  in  a  work  of  this  kind  that  is  fabjed  to  many 
'  accidents,  that  requires  fuch  a  variety  of  work- 
'  men  of  all  kinds,  and  where  all  the  materials 

*  muft  be  purchas'd  from  different  hands  and  at 

*  different  prices.  However,  Sir,  I  have  heard 
'  that  fdbjed  talk'd  of,  and  have  made  it  my 

*  biifinels  to  enquire  liow  much  the  whole  muft 
"  coft.  And,  Sir,  though  I  never  could  be  cer- 
'  tainly  informed,  nor  have  any  authority  from 

'  the 
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'  the  petitioners  to  fay  any  thing  on  this  head ; 

'  yet,  by  the  neareft  computation  I  can  make,  it 

*  may  coft  about  13,000/.  more,  which,  I  hope, 
'  Sir,  is  a  fum  we  may  fpare  without  laying  any 
'  great  burden  on  the  people.' 

Jojeph  Danvers^  Efq;  fpoke  next  as  follows : 

'  Sir,  The  bufmefs  of  half  my  life  has  been  to  ^;';,/J'7,;i,. 
^  pull  down  and  build  up  an  old  houfe,  and  had  I  ^^'* '  ^"*^  * 
'  known  how  much  it  would  have  coft  me  when 
'  I  firft  began  to  build  and  repair  it,  it  fhould 
^  have  gone  to  ruin  before  I  had  fpent  a  fhilling 
'  on  it.  So  that,  Sir,  I  entirely  agree  with  the 
'  noble  perfon  who  fpoke  laft,  in  thinking  it  im- 
'  practicable  to  determine  the  exadt  fum  that  this 

*  work  may  require.  Had  I,  Sir,  forefeen  that 
'  the  repairs  of  this  old  houfe  of  mine  would 
'  have  coft  me  more  money  than  the  building  a 
'  new  one,  does  any  gentleman  imagine  that  I 

*  would  not  rather  have  fet  about  the  one  than 
^  the  other  ?  Therefore,  Sir,  1  think  it  is  of  no 

*  confequence  to  us  to  have  any  eftimate  laid  be- 

*  fore  us,  becaufe  it  is  impoflible  we  can  have  a 
'  juft  one ',  and  while  we  grant  the  petition  but 

*  from  year  to  year,  the  managers  will  be  the 

*  better  hufbands  of  what  money  comes  to  their 
^  hands,  and  the  work  will  be  carried  on  to  more 

*  advantage,  in  order  to  encourage  us  to  grant 


Wat  kin  Williams  Wynne  ^  Efq;  fpoke  next  to  the 
following  efFed : 

*  Sir,  I  am  for  letting  the  petition  lie  upon  Mr.^wr'a 

*  the  table,  and  for  doing  nothing  in  the  affair  ^p"''^' 

*  this  year,  were  it  for  no  other  reafon  but  to  put 

*  the  petitioners  in  mind,  that  we  may  grant  or 
^  refufe  this  money  juft  as  we  pleafe :  Fei.  r;r, 

^  if 
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if  this  bill  lliould  pafs  in  courfe  every  fefllon, 
the  reverend  petitioners  may  claim  that  as  a 
right  which  is  now  only  an  indulgence.* 

Sir  William  Tonge^  reply 'd  to  this  as  follows : 

'  Sir,  I  believe,  there  is  no  civilized  nation  in 
the  v/orld  that  does  not  look  upon  the  repairing 
and  improving  thofe  works  which  their  ancef- 
tors  or  their  Princes  left  as  monuments,  either 
of  their  piety  or  their  grandeur,  to  be  a  publick 
concern.  Former  Parliaments,  Sir,  in  this 
kingdom  feem  to  have  been  of  opinion,  that 
no  work  more  defer^^ed  the  regard  of  the  pub- 
lick  than  the  collegiate  church  of  Weftminfter^ 
which  I  look  upon  to  be  the  chief  ornament  of 
the  kingdom-,  and  it  would  give  foreigners  a 
very  odd  notion  of  our  politenefs,  and  of  grati- 
tude to  the  memory  of  our  Princes,  if  we  fhould 
let  it  fband  in  its  prelent  condition,  efpecially 
as  fo  fmall  a  fum  is  required  to  finifh  it.  For, 
Sir,  I  dare  fay  the  noble  perfon  was  right  in  his 
c6nje61:ure,  that  it  will  not  require  above  13  or 
14,000/.  more  *,  and  when  it  is  compleated,  Sir, 
I  will  be  bold  to  affirm,  that  it  will  excel  any 
thing  of  its  kind  in  Europe.  Gentlemen  may 
remember  what  an  expence  the  nation  was  put 
to  by  our  voting  fifty  new  churches  to  be  built. 
But,  Sir,  in  my  opinion,  it  is  as  worthy  the  dig- 
nity of  this  hcufe  to  preferve  and  adorn  this  old 
church,  as  it  was  to  build  fifty  new  ones.  Give 
me  leave  likewife  to  fay.  Sir,  that  this  petition 
would  not  have  met  Vvdth  half  the  oppofition  it 
has,  had  it  been  offered  for  the  reparation  of 
any  building  but  a  church. 
'  As  to  the  fears  the  honourable  gentleman 
who  fpoke  lad  is  under,  left  the  petitioners 
iliould  claim  that  in  time  as  a  right  which  is 
now  only  an  indulgence,  I  think  the  Parliament 

^  fully 


A.  1738.        DEBATES. 

'  fully  anfwered  that  objedlon  two  or  three  years 

*  ago  ;  for  I  remember.  Sir,  that  when  this  peti- 
'  tion  was  prcfented,  the  Parliament  thought  fit 
*•  to  rejed:  it.  Another  honourable  gentleman 
'  feemed    to    apprehend    that    further    additions 

*  would  be  made  to  the  fabrick,    and   fuch   as 

*  might  Involve  us  in  unforefeen  expences.     We 

*  have  all,   Sir,   {ctn  the  model  of  the  building 

*  that  is  defign'd,  and  we  can  never  imagine  that 
®  the  venerable  overfeers  of  the  work  will  make 
'  any  additions  to  that  model,  without  the  appro- 

*  bation  of  this  houfe.     And  if  no  additions  are 

*  made  to  the  model,  I  fee  no  reafon  for  our  ap- 
^  prehending  that  we  fhall  be  put  to  any  extraor- 
'  dinary  expence.     The  money  that  has  already 

*  been  granted  for  this  effed,  has  been  duly  ac- 
'  counted  for  by  the  petitioners,  and  I  never  have 

*  yet  heard  that  any  objedions  were  made  to  their 
'  accounts  ;  on  the  contrary,  I  have  heard  it  of- 

*  ten   affirmed,    that   the   money  that   has  been 

*  granted  was  managed  in  the  moft  frugal  man- 

*  ner,  and  to  the  beS  advantage.     When  we  find 

*  that  It  Is  not  fo,  it  will  be  time  enough  then  to 

*  put  the  management  of  the  work  into  other 

*  hands,    or   to    withdraw   our   bounty    entirely. 

*  Thefe   confideratlon.   Sir,    are,    I   think,    more 

*  than  fufficient  to  determine  us  to  come  to  a  re- 

*  folution  upon  the  motion  made  by  the  noble 

*  perfon  who  brought  up  the  petition  v  but  there 

*  is  another  confideration  that  I  hope  will  always 

*  have  its  weight  with  this  houfe,  and  that,  Sir, 

*  is,  his  Majefty's  recommendation.  I  think.  Sir, 
^  it  will  be  treating  his  Majefty  with  dilrefped,  if 

*  we  fhould  have  no  regard  to  his  recomrnenda- 

*  tion  in  an  affair  that  can  coft  us  fo  very  little, 

*  and  which,  though  it  did  not  come  fo  ft-rongly 

*  recommended,  is  in  itfelf  fo  highly  reafonable/ 

No  reply  being  made  to  this,  the  queftion  was 
put.  If  the  petition  fhould  be  referr'd  to  the  con- 

fidera* 
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fideration  of  the  committee  of  the  whole  houfe, 
to  whom  it  is  referred  to  confider  further  of  the 
fupply  granted  to  his  Majefty :  A  divifion  fol- 
low'd,  and  the  queftion  pafs'd  in  the  affirmative. 
Yeas  174,     Noes  61, 

Immediately  after  this  queftion  was  over,  be- 
fore the  houfe  proceeded  on  any  other  bufinefs, 
George  Heathcote^  Efqj  fpoke  as  follows : 

Account  of  '  Sir,  As  I  think  that  on  all  hands  it  has  been 
IhlyTcelv'd '  agreed  that  it  is  the  intereft  of  the  reverend  pe- 
caiiedfor,  «  titioners  that  the  collegiate  church  of  JVeft- 
dlb!te.  *  '  minfter  fhould  be  finifh'd  and  repaired  according 
Mr.Heatb-  t  (o  thc  draught  of  the  model  laid  before  this 
pcee  .  ^  j^Q^^g  j^^  fefTion,  and  as  very  great  encomiums 

*  have  been  made  upon  their  integrity  as  well  as 

*  good  management,   I  think  it  would  be  very 

*  proper  for  us  to  enquire  whether  or  not  fome 
""  part    of   the   revenues    annex'd    by  the   royal 

*  founders  to  the  church,  have  not  been  allotted 

*  for  the  expences  of  the  reparation  of  the  fab  rick. 

*  This,    in  my  opinion,    will  have  a  very  good 

*  efFedl :  Firft,  it  will  give  us  an  opportunity  of 

*  doing  juftice  to  the  integrity  of  the  reverend  pe- 

*  titioners.     Secondly,  it  will  be  of  great  ufe  to 

*  gentlemen  when  this  affair  comes  to  be  fettled 

*  in    the    committee.     Befides,    Sir,     though    it 

*  fhould  appear  from  the  enquiry  that  no  fuch  al- 

*  lotment    has   been   made,    I    think   gentlemen 

*  ought  to  make  themfelves  judges  how  far  it  is 

*  reafonable,  that  fome  part  of  the  large  revenues 

*  enjoy 'd  by  the  venerable  regents  of  that  church, 

*  ought  to  be  fet  apart  for  thefe  purpofes.  This, 
'  Sir,  I  think  is  extremely  proper,  efpeclally  as  no 

*  body   makes  a  {hilling  by  the  fabrick   befides 

*  themfelves.     I  like  wife  don't  doubt.   Sir,    but 

*  that  it  will  appear  in  the  courfe  of  this  enquiry, 

*  that  many  of  the  reverend  perfons  have  expend- 

I  '  ed 
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*  ed  large  fums  out  of  their  own  revenues  upon 

*  the  reparations  and  the  additions  of  the  fabrick. 

*  Therefore,  Sir,  I  humbly  move,  "  That  the 
««  reverend  Dean  and  Chapter  of  the  collegiate 
•*  church  of  Weftminfter^  prepare  an  eftimate  of 
•*  the  revenues  belonging  to  the  clergy  attending 
"  the  faid  church,  diftinguilhing  the  feveral  ap- 
"  propriations." 

Sir  Robert  JValpok^s  h  nfwer  to  this,  was  as  fol- 
lows : 

*  Sir,  I  own  this  is  the  moft  extraordinary  mo-  yyaipJJl 
^  tion  I  ever  heard  in  this  houfe.     I  fhould  be^p^cii* 

*  glad  to  know  how  the  honourable  gentleman 

*  would  take  it,  if  he  fhould  be  required  to  lay 

*  before  this  houfe  a  particular  inventory  of  his 

*  own  eftate,  that  he  may  receive  diredions  from 

*  the  houfe  in  what  manner  he  is  to  apply  it : 

*  I  believe  the  honourable  gentleman  would  think 

*  it  a  very  unjuilifiable  way  of  proceeding  *,  and 

*  give  me  leave  to  fay.  Sir,  that  if  fuch  a  pro- 

*  ceeding  is  unjuftifiable  in  cafes  of  private  proper- 
'  ty,  it  is  much  more  fo  where  a  body  of  men 

*  upon  a  foundation,  and  a  royal  foundation  too, 

*  is  concern'd.     Nor  can  I  fee.  Sir,  how  we  can. 

*  agree  to  this  motion  without  violating  all  the 

*  rules  of  common  juftice,  and  fhaking  the  foun- 

*  dations  of  all  property.     Befides,  Sir,   the  ho- 

*  nourabie  gentleman  does  not  refledl,  that  we  are 

*  no  court  of  record,  and  therefore  cannot  oblige 

*  the  petitioners  to  exhibit  their  rights  to  thefe 

*  poflefTions  before  us.     So  that  it  is  not  really  in 

*  our  power  to  come  to  any  refolution  upon  this 
'  motion.     And,  Sir,  fhould  we  make  a  flretch 

*  in  this  cafe,  I  fhould  be  very  forry  to  fit  in  this 

*  houfe  while  we  came  to  a  refolution  that  might 

*  give  the  world  reafon  to  think  that  we  defign'd 

*  to  carry  our  pow^r   farther   than   our  juftice. 

*  There 
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There  may,  indeed,  fome  particular  cafes  come 
before  us,  in  which  it  is  neceflary,  that  one  of 
the  parties  explain  or  prove  his  right  of  pofTef- 
fion  ;    but  this,   though  it  feldom  happens,   is 
always  done  voluntarily  by  that  party,  that  the 
houfe  may  more  clearly  com.prehend  his  cafe. 
And,  Sir,  I  believe  the  honourable  gentleman 
cannot  find  one  precedent  where  this  houfe  obli- 
ged a  party  to  fubmit  to  our  judgment,  or  the 
papers  and  fecurities  by  which  he  or  they  enjoy 
their  eftates  or  income.     We  have  no  reafon  to 
doubt,  Sir,  that  the  clergy  of  this  church  have 
as  good  a  right  by  law  to  what  they  enjoy  as 
any  of  us  have  to  our  private  eftates  ;  nor  do  I 
think  that  either  jufticc  or  reafon  oblige  them  to 
lay  out  any  part  of  their  income  upon  repairing 
the  church,  or  upon  thefe  alterations  or  addi- 
tions.    As  for  their  living  by  the  church,  all 
the  parifti  priefts,  throughout  the  kingdom  live 
by  their  churches  ;   yet.  Sir,  that  is  no  reafon 
that  each  of  them  fhould  be  at  the  expence  of 
repairing    his    refpedive    church.      So    that    I 
hope.  Sir,  when  gentlemen  confider  the  confe- 
quence  of  this  motion  they  will  let  it  drop.     I 
dare  fay,  no  gentleman  fufpedls  that  I  oppofe  it 
from  any  other  motives  than  the  principles  of 
common  equity,  which  are  always  agreeable  to 
the  maxims  of  good  policy.     There  was,  in- 
deed, a  time,  when  this  houfe  and  the  legifla- 
ture   in   general,   had   reafon   to  be  jealous  of 
every  concefTion  in  favour  of  the  clergy  ;  but. 
Sir,  that  fet  of  clergymen  is  almoft  extindl,  and 
the  principles  and  a(5lions  which  once  gave  us 
very  good  grounds  for  fuch  a  jealoufy,  are  now 
almoft  entirely  worn  out.  And  as  their  fucceflbrs 
behave  with  that  fubmiflion  and  regard  for  the 
government    that    becomes    their   charader,    I 
think.  Sir,  they  deferve  the  protedion  and  in- 
dulgence of  Parliament.     I  believe  it  cannot 

«  be 
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be  pretended  by  gentlemen,  that  fince  I  had 
the  honour  to  be  concerned  in  the  adminiftra- 
tlon,  the  clergy  have  met  with  any  extraordi- 
nary indulgence  from  the  government,  or  that 
any  of  the  high  Tories  amongft  them  have 
been  encouraged.  But,  Sir,  I  muft  own,  that 
a  petition  from  the  clergy,  if  they  adt  as  mi- 
nifters  of  peace,  and  if  the  petition  is  reafonable 
in  itfelf,  will  never  be  lefs  agreeable  to  me  be- 
caufe  it  is  in  favour  of  the  clergy.  I  fhould  not 
have  troubled  the  houfe  about  an  affair  which  I 
think  has  taken  up  but  too  much  of  your  time 
already,  had  I  not  perceived  an  unufual  fpirit  of 
oppofition  to  this  petition,  from  gentlemen 
whom,  by  their  former  condud,  I  never  fufpedl- 
ed  as  enemies  to  the  clergy,  even  in  the  moft 
exorbitant  claims,  and  their  moll:  exalted  Tory 
principles.' 

William  PuUeney^  Efq;  fpoke  next  as  follows. 

*  Sir,  I  am  forry  that  I  am  obliged  on  this  oc-  ^J'* ^^'''^^'^^ 
cafion  to  differ  from  the  honourable  gentleman 
who  made  the  motion,  but  glad  of  having  one 
opportunity  of  fpeaking  on  the  fame  fide  of  the 
queflion  with  my  right  honourable  friend  who 
fits  by  me.  It  is  certain,  Sir,  that  it  would  be 
a  very  unprecedented  thing  in  us,  fo  much  as  to 
pretend  to  make  any  alteration  in  the  funds  ap- 
pointed for  the  maintenance  of  the  clergy  of 
this  church.  It  is  like  wife  certain.  Sir,  that  v/e 
cannot  compel  them  to  make  any  contribution 
out  of  their  private  emoluments,  towards  re- 
pairing or  finifhing  the  church.  A  great  many 
reafons,  Sir,  induce  me  to  be  of  opinion  that 
the  revenues  of  the  church  cannot  be  better  dif- 
pofed  than  they  already  are  •,  and  one  amongft 
the  reft.  Sir,  is,  that  the  right  reverend  Dean 
is  ground-landlord  to  feveral  very  convenient 

Vol.  XV.  li  '  lodg- 
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lodgings  there,  extremely  proper,  as  they  afe^J?^ 
near  the  Parliament  houfe,  for  his  right  reverend 
brethren  to  live  in.  So  that  their  country,  Sir, 
is  fure,  on  every  pinch,  and  upon  the  fhorteft: 
warning,  of  their  immediate  attendance  in  Par- 
liament. But,  Sir,  though  I  think  we  have 
no  right  to  oblige  them  to  comply  with  the 
term^s  of  this  motion,  yet  there  are  certain  re- 
venues which  arife  from  the  pavement  and  the 
walls  of  the  facred  fabrick.  Thefe  emoluments. 
Sir,  I  think  we  have  a  jufl  title  to  enquire  af- 
ter, as  the  money  vv^e  grant  is  for  the  fupport  of 
the  fabrick,  and,  Sir,  I  think  they  ought  to  be 
laid  before  us.  I  fhould  have  been  very  well 
pleafed  to  have  complied  with  the  honourable 
gentleman's  motion,  if  the  fum  petitioned  for 
were  to  be  applied  for  the  fupport  of  the 
clergy :  But  as  that  is  not  the  cafe.  Sir,  I  beg 
leave  humbly  to  move,  'That  the  Dean  and 
Chapter  of  the  Collegiate  Church  ^  Weftminfter, 
do  lay  before  this  houfe  an  account  of  what  7noney 
has  been  received  by  them  for  feven  years  lafi 
pafty  for  breaking  up  ground  in  the  faid  church 
or  places  adjacent^  for  burials^  and  for  ere5ling 
monuments  there^  and  how  the  faid  money  has 
been  applied ;  and  likewife^  an  account  of  what: 
money  has  been  applied  by  them  towards  the  re- 
pairs and  finifhing  of  the  faid  church  and  edifices 
thereunto  belongings  for  feven  years  lafi  pafi.^ 


No  oppofition  being  made,  the  houfe  came  to 
a  refolution  upon  this  motion,  and  the  faid  ac- 
count was  accordingly  prefented  on  the  firft  of 
March. 


pftition  a- 
g.'.inft  the 
i^panijh  de- 
predations. 


Friday  the  3d  of  March ^  a  petition  of  divers 
merchants,  planters,  and  others,   trading  to,  and 
interefted  in  the  Britifh  plantations  in  America^  on 
behalf  of  themfelves  and  many  others,  was  pre- 
fented 
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fented  to  the  houfe  of  Commons,  and  read,  iht- 
ting  forth  the  feveral  applications  that  had  been 
made  to  Parliament  againfl  the  Spanijh  depreda- 
tions ;  and  complaining,  that  notwithftanding  his 
Majefty's  moft  gracious  endeavours,  they  had  not 
only  continued  their  depredations  ever  fince  the 
treaty  of  Seville^  but  had  iaft  year  carried  them  to 
a  greater  height  than  ever  ;  and  therefore  praying 
relief,  and  to  be  heard  by  themfelves  and  counfel 
thereupon.  This  petition  was  prefented  by  Mr. 
Alderman  Perry ^  who  opened  it  in  a  fpeech  to 
this  efFevt: 

*  Mr.  Speaker, 
*  I  have,  Sir,  in  my  hand  a  petition  to  this  p]^^^'^^^ 
'  houfe  from  a  very   great  and  ufeful  body  of  fpeech  on 

*  men,  I  mean,  Sir,   the  merchants  of  Great  Bri-  ^^^''"20. 
'  tain  trading  from  London  to  America.      As  the 

'  well-known  juftice  of  this  houfe.  Sir,  leaves 
'  them  no  room  to  doubt  of  their  being  favoura- 
'  bly  heard,   and  receiving  what  fatisfadion  the 

*  reprefentatives  of  Great  Britain  can  give  ;  fo 
'  the  dutiful,  and,  as  they  think,  prudent  fteps 
'  they  have  hitherto  taken  in  this  affair,  give 
'  them  reafon  to  hope,  that  they  fhall  meet,  from 

*  the  other  parts  of  the  legifiature,  with  the  in- 
'  dulgence  that  is  their  due,  in  the  capacity  either 
^  of  loyal  fubje6ls,    or  injur'd  merchants.      Had 

*  it.  Sir,  been  pofTible  for  them  to  have  pro- 
'  ceeded  in  this  affair  in  any  other  manner  than 

*  by  a  petition,  in  which  the  proof  of  their  al- 
'  legations  will  probably  take  up  a  good  part  of 

*  your  time,  they  would  willingly  have  fpared  the 
*-  houfe  an  application  of  this  nature.  But,  Sir, 
'  the  repeated  loffes,  which  increafe  with  their  pa- 

*  tience,  the  indignity  that  is  done  to  his  Majetty, 

*  whofe  honour  is  wounded  through  their  fides, 

*  and  the  infults  offered  to  their  country,  whofe 

*  intereft  muff  fuffer  in  proportion  as  her  trade 

I  i  2  *  decays, 
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'  decays,  calls  too  loudly  for  a  parliamentary  re- 

*  drefs,  to  be  ftified  by  any  confideration. 

'  The  petition,  Sir,  fets  out  with  a  truth  that 

*  I  believe  is  frefh  in  the  memories  of  many  gen- 

*  tlemen  In  this  houfe  ;  which  is,  that  an  applica- 
'  tlon  of  the  fame  nature  with  the  prefent  was 

*  made  ten  years  ago  to  this  houfe  of  reprefenta- 
'  tives,  holding  then  their  firft  feflion  as  the  fe- 
'  venth   Parliament   of  Great  Britain^    and    the 

*  houfe  came  to  the  following  refolution,  viz. 
*'  That  from  the  peace  concluded  at  Utrecht^  m 
*'  the  1 2  th  of  the  late  Queen,  to  this  time,  the 
"  Briti/h  trade  and  navigation  from  the  feveral 
''  BriiiJJo  colonies  in  America^  has  been  greatly  in- 
*'  terrupted  by  the  continual  depredations  of  the 
''  Spmiiards^  who  have  feized  very  valuable  ef- 
*'  feds,  and  unjuftly  taken  and  made  prizes  of 
*'  great  numbers  of  Briti/h  fhips  and  vefTels  in 
*'  thofe  parts,  to  the  great  lofs  and  damage  of  the 
*'  fubjedls  of  this  kingdom,  and  in  manifeft  vio- 
*'  lation  of  the  treaties  fubfifting  between  the  two 
*'  crowns." 

'  This  refolution.  Sir,  produced  an  addrefs  of 

*  the  houfe  to  his  Majefty,  to  infift  on  a  repara- 

*  tion  ;  but  notwithftanding  his  Majefty's  moft 
'  gracious  endeavours,    the  Spaniards  ftill  conti- 

*  nued  their  depredations,  and  no  fatisfadion  was 

*  obtained:    Whereupon,  in  the  third  feflions  of 

*  the  faid  Parliament  a  farther  application  was 
'  made  to  this  houfe,  which  produced  a  refolution 
«  to  addrefs  his  Majefty,  "  That  he  will  be  graci- 
•'  oufly  pleafed  to  continue  his  endeavours  to  pre- 
*'  vent  the  depredations  of  the  Spaniards  for  the 
*'  future,  to  procure  full  fatisfaftlon  for  the  da- 
*'  mages  already  fuftalned,  and  to  fecure  to  the 
*'  BritiJIj  fubjedls  the  full  and  uninterrupted  exer- 
*'  cife  of  their  trade  and  navigation  to  and  from 
"  the  Britijh  colonies  in  America" 

2  *  Some 


A.  1738.        DEBATES. 

*  Some  other  fteps  were  alfo  made  in  this  afFair, 

*  but  of  thefe,  Sir,  this  petition  takes  no  notice, 

*  becaufe  as  the  houfe  then  came  to  no  refolution 

*  as  to  the  relief  which   the   fufferers  ought   to 

*  have,  what  then  pafled  cannot  be  faid  to  be  the 
'  {enCc  of  the  houfe  •,    but,   Sir,  I  believe  fome- 

*  thing  fell  in  our  debate  on  that  occafion,  which, 

*  if  gentlemen  are  pleafed  to  recoiled,  v/ill  juftify 

*  the  prefent  application. 

*  The  petition,  Sir,  proceeds  to  fet  forth.  That 
«  tht  Spaniards  paid  fo  little  regard  to  his  Majefty's 

*  moft  gracious  endeavours,  that  they  have  conti- 
'  nued    their  depredations  almoft  ever  fince  the 

*  treaty  of  Seville^  and  that  their  infolencies  had 

*  fince  rifen  to  a  greater  height  than  they  ever 
'  had  done  before.  I  muft  here,  Sir,  beg  leave 
'  to  make  one  obfervation,  which  is,  that  for  fome 
'  time  before  the  conclufion  of  the  treaty  of  6"^- 

*  vilie^  there  was  a  cefTation  of  their  depredations : 

*  From  what  this  forbearance  proceeded,  or  whe- 

*  ther  we  owed  it  to  fome  favourite  points  which 

*  the  crown  of  Spain  hop'd  to  gain  by  that  treaty, 
^  is  what  I  (hall  not  take  upon  me  to  deter- 
'  mine  •,   but  be  that  as  it  will,  the  petition  pro- 

*  ceeds  to  fet  forth,  and  I  believe  the  fsnEt  is  not 

*  to  be  doubted,  That  the  Spaniards  have  arbitra- 

*  rily  feized  feveral  fViips,  with  their  effedls,  be- 
'  longing  to  his  Majefty's  fubjedls,  on  the  high 
'  feas,  in  the  deftin'd  courfe  of  their  voyage,  to 
'  and  from  the  Britijh  colonies,  amounting  to  a 

*  very  confiderable  value,  and  that  the  captains 

*  or  mafters  of  fome  of  the  faid  fhips  were,  ac- 
'  cording  to  the  laft  advices  of  the  petitioners, 

*  and  are,  as  the  petitioners  believe,  at  this  time, 

*  Confined  by  the  Spaniards  in  the  Weft-Indies^ 
'  and  the  crews  are  now  inhumanly  treated  as 
'  flaves  in  Spain^  and  that  that  cruel  nation  makes 

*  it  their  pradice  to  attack  and  board  all  Briiifo 

*  fhips  they  meet  with  in  the  American  feas,  arbi  - 

\  \  I  '  traiily 
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trarily  deeming  their  cargoes  contraband,  or  not ; 
contrary  to  the*  law  of  nations,  and  in  manifeft 
violation  of  the  treaties  fubfifting  between  the 
two  crowns.  The  petition.  Sir,  farther  fhews. 
That  thefe  unjuft  and  violent  proceedings  of  the 
Spaniards  have  rendered  the  American  trade  fo 
unfafe  and  precarious,  that  on  thefe  accounts, 
infurance  is  greatly  rifen,  and  that  unlefs  a 
fpeedy  and  efFedlual  remedy  be  applied,  the 
American  trade  and  navigation,  and  confequent- 
ly  the  revenue  arifing  to  the  crown  therefrom, 
muft  be  very  much  diminifhed,  if  not  entirely 
loft.  It  further  reprefents  to  the  houfe.  Sir, 
That  though  the  King  of  Spain  has,  by  the 
treaty  of  Seville^  and  by  a  fubfequent  declara- 
tion, ftipulated-  that  reparation  ihould  be  forth- 
with made  to  the  unhappy  fufferers,  yet  there  is 
no  inftance  of  its  having  been  done  :  So  far  from 
it,  that  whilft  the  fubjedts  of  Great  Britain 
have  been  am u fed  with  vain  and  fruitlefs  hopes 
of  fatisfadlion,  the  Spaniards  have  committed 
farther  infults  and  depredations  upon  them,  and 
flill  continue  the  fame  unjuft  practices ;  and  that 
the  cedulas  or  orders  given  by  the  court  of  Spain 
to  their  governors  in  America  are  only  calculated 
(as  the  petitioners  by  experience  have  great  rea- 
fon  to  apprehend .  to  evade  giving  fatisfadion  to 
the  fubjedls  of  Great  Britain  \  for  there  has 
never  been  one  of  thefe  cedulas  complied  with, 
nor  any  governor  recalled  nor  punifhed  for  his 
difobedience,  as  the  petitioners  ever  heard  ;  and 
that  for  any  nation  to  aflume  the  power  of  de- 
taining or  rummaging  the  Britijh  fhips  upon 
their  lawful  voyages  in  the  American  feas,  un- 
der pretence  of  fearching  for  contraband  goods, 
is  in  efFedl  (as  the  petitioners  conceive)  claiming 
and  exercifing  the  fole  fovereignty  of  thofe  feas ; 
and  that,  if  the  Spaniards  be  fuffered  to  adl  in 
this  injurious  manner,  to  infult  the  perfons  of 

*  his 
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*  his  Majefty's  fubjeds,   or  to  plunder  them  of 

*  their  property,  the  petitioners  apprehend  the 
'  fame   will   be  attended  not  only  with  a  great 

*  obftrudion    to    this    valuable   branch    of    our 

*  commerce  and  navigation,  but  alfo  with  con- 
'  fequences   very    fatal    to    Great   Britain    itfelf. 

*  And  therefore,   as   the  meafures  hitherto  pur- 

*  fued  have  proved  InefFedual,  the  petitioners' 
'  pray  the  houfe  to  take  the  premifes  into 
^  their   mature   confideration,    and  provide  fuch 

*  timely    and  adequate  remedy,    for   putting   an 

*  end   to  all  infults   and  depredations   on   them 

*  and  their  fellow  fubje6ts,  as  to  the  houfe  fhall 
'  feem  meet,  as  well  as  procure  fuch  relief  to  the 
'  unhappy  fulFerers,    as  the  nature  of  the  cafe, 

*  and  the  juftice  of  their  caufe  require  ;  and  that 

*  they  may  be  heard  by  themfelves  and  counfel 

*  thereupon.' 

After  having  thus  opened  the  petition,  he  mo-  Debate  about 
ved  for  leave  to  bring  it  up  ;  which  being  granted,  p'tuJoners! 
and  the  petition  read,  he  then  moved,  that  it 
might  be  referred  to  the  confideration  of  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  houfe  ;  which  being  likewife 
agreed  to,  he  moved  for  an  inftrudion  to  the  faid 
committee,  that  they  do  admit  the  faid  petitioners 
to  be  heard,  if  they  think  fit,  by  themfelves  and 
counfel,  before  the  faid  committee.  This  motion 
was  alfo  on  the  point  of  being  agreed  to  without 
any  amendment,  but  Mr.  Speaker  flood  up,  and 
fpoke  in  fubftance  thus  : 

*  Gentlemen, 
*  Though  my  office,  while  I  am  in  the  chair,  Mr.  Speak- 
deprives  me  of  having  any  fhare  in  your  de-"'«^Fech. 
bates,  yet  it  obliges  me  to  declare  what  are  the 

*  forms  of  the  houfe :  As  I  conceive  this  to  be  a 
point  of  form,  it  is  my  duty  to  acquaint  you, 
that  fo  far  as  I  have  yet  obferved,  it  never  was 

'  the 
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*  the  method  of  this  houfe  to  admit  parties  to  be 

*  heard  by  themfelves  and  counfel.  The  motion 
'  that  is  always  made  in  fuch  cafes  is,  that  the 
'  petitioners  be  admitted  to  be  heard  by  them» 

*  felves  or  counfel.     If  therefore  the  honourable 

*  gentleman  who  made  the  motion  is  not  fatisfied 
^  that  I  put  the  queftion.  Whether  it  is  your  plea= 
^  fure,  that  the  petitioners  be  heard  touching  the 

*  matter  of  this  petition,  by  themfelves  or  coun- 

*  fel,  I  mull  beg  leave  to  take  the  fenfe  of  the 

*  houfe  with  regard  to  the  terms  in  which  I  am  to 

*  put  the  queftion  upon  the  prefent  motion.* 

Sir  John  Barnard  fpoke  next  in  words  to  this 
efFed: 


fpeech. 


Sir  j'.hn  '  Sir,  I  do  not  pretend  to  be  fo  well  acquainted 

fj^X"^'^    '  ^"^^^^  ^^^  forms  of  the  houfe,   as  to  give  my 
'  opinion   whether   the   petitioners  ought  to  be 

*  heard  by  themfelves  and  counfel,  or  by  them- 

*  felves  or  counfel :  But,  Sir,  I  know  that  this 
'  petition  is  founded  on  fads,   and  I  fhould  be 

*  forry  to  fee  the  defign  of  it  defeated  by  a  fcru- 
'  pulous  adherence  to  any  points  of  form  whatfo- 
'  ever.     The  requeft  of  the  petitioners.  Sir,  how- 

*  ever  as  to  form  it  may  be  extraordinary,  yet  in 
'  point   of  reafon,   in  my  opinion,   is  juftifiable. 

*  Moft"   of  the  petitions  upon  which  counfel  is 

*  prayed  to  be  heard  at  the  bar  of  this  houfe,  are 
'  againft  bills  depending  before  the  houfe;  and 
'  gentlemen,  in  the  courfe  of  fuch  bills  paffing 
'  the  houfe,  have  opportunities  of  making  them- 

*  felves  mafters  of  the  cafe ;  fo  that  the  counfel 

*  have  little  elfe  to  do  but  to  prove  from  fadls 
^  that  the  bill  depending  is  either  unjuft  in  itfelf, 
'  by  affeding  the  property  of  the  perfons  that 
'  petition,  or  by  clafhlng  or  being  inconfiftent  with 
'  fome  former  law.  But,  Sir,  the  cafe  of  the 
'  prefent  petitioners  is  widely  different  j  the  re- 

'  peated 
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'  peated  lofles  they  have  met  with,  and  the  inju- 

*  ries  they  have  fuftained  in  their  trade,  can  ne- 

*  ver  fo  well  be  underftood  from  the  mouth  of  a 
'  lawyer,  as  from  their  ov/n ;  becaufe,  Sir,  it  is 
'  impofTible  for  the  ableft  lawyer  either  to  be  fo 
'  well  inftruded  in  the  interefts  and  claims  of  the 
'  feveral  petitioners,  or  to  explain  the  feveral 
'  terms  of  commerce  and  navigation  that  muft  ne- 
'  cefTarily  occur  in  this  affair,  fo  as  to  be  under- 
'  flood  by   gentlemen    unacquainted    with    thefe 

*  matters.  Therefore,  Sir,  1  humbly  think  it 
'  will  be  a  hardfhip  upon  the  petitioners  to  deny 
'  them  a  requeft  of  fo  little  importance  as  the  pre- 

*  fent,    merely  becaufe  it  interferes  with  a  matter 

*  of  form.     I  beg  leave  to  fay.  Sir,  that  forms 

*  cannot  be  better  known  than  by  precedents,  and 
'  I  believe  it  will  puzzle  any  gentleman  to  find  a 
'  precedent  of  a  cafe  parallel  to  the  prefent,  whe- 

*  ther  we  confider   the   long   courfe   of   injuries 

*  which  fome  of  the  petitioners  have  fuflained, 

*  the  melancholy  (Ituation  to  which  others  of  them 

*  are  reduced,  or  its  importance  to  the  trade,  the 

*  honour,   and  fafety  of  Great  Britain.     There- 

*  fore.  Sir,  I  am  of  opinion  we  ought  to  make  no 

*  difficulty  of  agreeing  to  the  prefent  motion.' 

The  Speaker  flill  infilling,  that  he  looked  upon 
it  contrary  to  all  forms  of  proceeding  in  that 
houfe,  to  allow  the  petitioners  to  be  heard  before 
the  committee  by  themfelves  and  counfel,  Sir 
William  Wyndham  fpoke  to  the  following  effed  : 

*  I  think.   Sir,   that  gentlemen  are  extreamly  sJr  WiiUam 
'  obliged  to  your  care,  in  putting  them  in  mind  fpe^h/'"  * 

*  of  the  ufual  form  of  proceeding,  and  I  am  en- 
'  tirely  of  your  opinion  with  regard  to  the  prefent 

*  motion.     I  believe  no  gentleman  here  can  fuf- 

*  ped,  that  I  have  not  as  warm  a  {^n{^  of  the  in- 

*  juries  our  merchants  have  fuftained,  as  any  gen- 

'  tleman 


Sir  Robert 
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'  tlemaii   here  ;    but,   Sir,    I  think  we  ought  to 

'  proceed    in   a   parliamentary   method,    and  not 

'  make    any    innovations    in   our    forms,    except 

*  where  it  is  abfolutely  neceflary.     For  my  own 

*  part,  Sir,  in  the  prefent  cafe,  I^judge  it  is  fo 
*-  far  from  being  abfolutely  neceffary,  that  it  would 
'  do  the  petitioners  a  prejudice.     As  to  what  my 

*  honourable  friend  mentioned  about  a  counfel's 
'  not  being  able  to  put  mercantile  affairs  in  fuch  a 

*  light  as  to  be  thoroughly  underfcood  by  gentle- 
'  men,  I  am  entirely  of  his  opinion  -,  but  then  I 
'  think    the    petitioners   ought   to  appear  at  our 

*  bar  not  as  counfel,  but  as  evidences,  for  them- 

*  felves.      This,    Sir,    will   effedlually  anfwer  all 

*  the  ends  that  my  honourable  friend  propofes, 
'  and  will  preferve  our  method  of  proceeding  ia 

*  its  ordinary  form. — If  therefore.  Sir,  the  coun- 
'  fel  fhall  advance  a  fadl  that  requires  proof,  or 

*  touches   upon  a  point   that  wants  explanation, 

*  I  think  it  is  highly  juft  that  the  petitioners  fhould 
'  be  admitted  as  evidences,  and  be  allowed  to  an- 

*  fwer  fuch  queftions  as  fhall  be  propofed  either 

*  by   gentlemen,    or  by  their   counfel.     This,    I 

*  conceive.  Sir,  is  but  fair,  and  would  infpire  our 

*  merchants  with  a  confidence  in  the  juftice  of 
'  this  houfe,  and  let  the  world  fee,  that  we  are 

*  refolved  to  leave  no  means  untried  which  may 
'  contribute  to  give  us  right  information  in  an 

*  affair  that  fo  nearly  concerns  the  properties  of 
^  our  fellow-fubjeds,  and  the  dignity  of  the  na- 

*  tion.' 

Sir  Robert  Walple  fpoke  next  to  the  following 
purpofe : 


*  Sir,  I  muft  humbly  beg  leave  to  differ  in  my 

ipeech.  '     *  fentiments  on  this  affair  from  both  the  honoura- 

'  ble  gentlemen.     The  judgment.  Sir,  which  in 

'  my  opinion  we  fhould  form  in  this  cafe,  ought 

3  '  to 
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'  to  be  grounded  on  fa(5ls  as  they  are  fairly  repre- 

*  fented,  not  as  they  are  artfully  aggravated. 
'  Every  gentleman.  Sir,   I  believe,  from  his  bare 

*  reflexion  on   the  injuries  our  merchants  have  re- 

*  ceived  from  the  Spaniards^  feels  within  his  own 
'  breaft  an  indignation  arife,  which  there  is  no 
'  occaiion  to  increafe  by  the  power  of  eloquence, 
^  or  the  arts  of  a  lawyer.  When  gentlemen.  Sir, 
^  fee  an  affair  through  the  mift  that  pafTion  throws 
'  before  their  eyes,  it  is  next  to   impoffible  they 

*  fhould  form  a  juft  judgment.     I  believe  there  is 

*  fcarce  any  gentleman  here  who  is  not  acquainted 

*  with  as  much  geography,  and  fo  much  of  the 

*  hiftory,  both  of  Great  Brilain  and  Spain,  as 
'  may  enable  him,  from  a  plain  reprefentation  of 
^  fadls,  to  judge  whether  the  allegations  in  this 
'  petition  be  true  or  falfe.     Now,  Sir,  are  not  the 

*  merchants  themfelves  the  moft  proper  hands  for 
'  giving  in  fuch  a  reprefentation  ?  Are  they  not 
'  moft  immediately  interefted  in  the  fadts  ^  Where 
^  then  is  the  neceffity.  Sir,  of  having  counfei  to 

*  do  this  ?  Or  what  occafion.  Sir,  is  there  to 
'  work  upon  the  paffions  where  the  head  is  to  be 
'  inform'd  ?  I  believe.  Sir,  every  gentleman  will 
'  find  his  heart  as  much  affedled  by  the  ardefs  ac- 
^  counts  of  the  fufFerers  themfelves,  as  by  the 
'  ftudied  rhetorick  of  the  moft  eloquent  counfei. 
'  However,  Sir,  I  fhall  not  take  the  liberty  to 
'  make  any  motion  on  this  head,  but  entirely  fub- 
'  mit  it  to  gentlemens  confideration.' 

Robert  WilUmot,  Efq-,  anfwered  in  fubftance  as 
follows:  - 

'  Sir,  I  think  the  petitioners  ought  to  have  X\-  Alderman 
'  berty  to  be  heard,  not  only  by  themfelves  and  fp^^"''' 

*  counfei,  but  if  it  were  pofTible  that  we  could  in- 
'  dulge  them  in  other  advantages  we  ought  to 
'  do  it.     To  talk  of  working  upon  pafTions 

^  Can 
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*  Can  any  man's  paffions  be  wound  up  to  a  greater 

*  height,  can  any  man's  indignation  be  more  raifed 

*  than  every  free-born  Englijhman^s  muft  be  when 

*  he  reads  a  letter  which  I  received  this  morning, 
^  and  which  I  have  now  in  my  hand  ?    This  let- 

*  ter,  Sir,  gives  an  account  that  feventy  of  our 

*  brave  Tailors  are  now  in  chains  in  Spain,     Our 

*  countrymen  in  chains  !  and  flaves  to  Spaniards  ! 
'  Is  not  this  enough.  Sir,  to  fire  the  coldeft  ?  Is 

*  not  this  enough,  Sir,  to  roufe  all  the  vengeance 

*  of  a  national  refentment  ?  And  fhall  we.  Sir,  fit 
'  here  debating  about  words  and  forms,  while 
^  the  fufferings  of  our  countrymen  call  out  loudly 
^  for  redrefsr' 


fk  End  of  the  Fifteenth  Volume, 


